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pheface. 


^ THE following Irtfcis wer«* written by TOV l^tc Brother In 

nnfwer to a piece, winch wasfirll: fert h:m from thtJ E.ev. Mr* J<^*W 
WjtstaY, by wav of private letter, contairnng feme remarks ' whlcl| 
that Gentleman had matleon reading 'Fuk rox' and AiPABtQ^ When 
mV Brother hact read it ovtr, he thought it befl lobe tilent| 
tamed nothing which could materially afl'eft Ins judgemc^ntj^ t^garf 
to ti.e woik u ccniured : for tliiMeafon, as well ;u fi>r peace fake, bt 
laid it by him un.ini .vetei^Mi'. . W>:stRY then puldiftied a pani^ 
phlet, which he entitled, A prefervative againfl unsettled Nojtioni 
in Religion d' in wliicli, he printed the abovc-menljion.ed letter* 

i 

This my Brother looked upon as a fummons to the bar oFthe 
public, and upon this occafion, in a letter to a fyiendi, dated , 
*758^ writes as follows. 

[“ My dear Friend, 

“ 1 little thought, when I put Ma. Wsst.YY '4 manufcVtpt 
n youi* hand, that I fliould fee it m print fo Toon* , I took very 
little notice of it, and let it lie by nic feveral moruhs, witlmut 
** ing it an attentive consideration*. Itfeemed to rac lo paipably 
weak, dealing only inpb&tive affertions and pofitive denials 
•* I could not imagine be would adventure it into ih^i vi'^orld, without 
very great alterations* But it is now come abniad, juft as( you re* 

** ceived it, in a two fliillings Pamphlet, entitledjr A;]^itlervalive 
agamft unfeitlcd Notions in Reli^on, Of thif wfeit Kd 

** has wrote againfl me, makes only a Ihiall part# Now then the ques-. 

Yy 


• Afienratdi he read U«aui, and gave tdtlia t’letlirjl 

ihttr, « « pirufiU/^ ^ ^ 
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** ttcMI ti( iHiCther I fliall attempt to aiifw^r it ? Give 'yo j «jpt- 
** n!on,ai you ^ave tiieyuut aflillance, and may Uie /athei of 
mercies give yaiia ia inneafe of knoyvUdg* and utteuace, of peal* 

** and joy mitt* fi(<dy Cboff.” J 

fititween tfaismd the Od >' *r f 1 jwn.;, ir\ brother beran tli* 
letten tsontaiiwd tnthis vnlu i , nt v\ i < i be ti us fp*aks in a intbelt 
to his friend, datea u l.Cl>L» I {y 

'' f ** My deal i I cud, 

^ L*t me repeat my th I ks lor tl r iioub^c\ )u Imc taken, and 
for the afRftancc you have en mt \t\ i au io»i *v) my conirov^ny 
wirt\ Mr. Wtsi lY , h- o u \i 1 * Sja t 1 C etUftna, and lo Tn4- 
gifleiialin hi8 jnanncT, iliut I Mi 1 t m 1 1 '^cuUy, to prc(erve • 
ihe di^cenry ofthe u nU om a J ili \ m chfittwHi m 

myjrttendcd aiifwci i *v i vi i* - i m- m both thefe 

iiihlkt^Cthy or clfe not uiW c ^ ^ \w i* 4i i 1 ‘ 

When, lii 1 C Drccmtfcr loi’owmf , I \ W nt foi to W**' 
fon, in the / 1 p-no 1 of t v broibci > 'oni A n Is- 1 itk » 
h Hi 1 cvczi I ; 0 1 t' i (f li ** What he would li*' e done wii i 
V the Ictieis lO M < Wfsi « , ’tether he would ha\ urn puu- 
ufhed after bis d *tb —He aulw A -By no mtaus, bftajfeh 
had gnly rranfenb a about half of them fur foi the prefs, but i 
•‘the IliVirrettigns ^uaaltmti is of ibr Uuci ]ni* Wcie moftK lu 
** (hort hand, a( would K difhcuU to umiCailand ibtir, cfptciallj as 
iomeof the (hort^hanJ was entirciy his own, and < iheis coj W nr* 
ttutktt It out ; therefor , he fiiJ, as it .s not a mulhcd jm ct , 1 J* 
you will tiuul no moii about i . * 

Asthde wcie his lift ordc’^- torn cning let^eis, I thought 
t » )bcy tliem, and thcieJu - 1 wxuiftood the repeated h>hciia- 
tions of u. / ot liif furiUiS, ^\ho wanud to have ihe n printed , al- 
lodgMift the lets ( l\ev 1 i^ht be oi tnadsy the groiindlcls prejudice* 
which the picft v i > c *nu i * oi i. * O 1 m ♦he u u ds of in ^nv* a^am I 
mj Btuthet^s Olhei wuiu-s"* *• '* * » aa ») V unu > . f them m gcncia», 
as lUcs" fromatia to mdUrly i < < \ iu^ t lu^ js it is m 11 ^ 

SUS.’* 

B not'vui flandhv <b . siUXi foi p“rlcns s hoto*. 
1*< id ^ ..IsidrO^ 1 tu \* in < h- 1 j nd J^opuuttlit lett<ncs ) 
au({ t i«>ti Kadaop^ared inpuh’u \ i h ni\ con'euf, had oot a 
( £M t uitiatiS of yh-*m lately muL^ s \y l.om the piefs, ^ «i 

Wo 1 't f ^ hui) p**Uuafioa t> at w \i ht folJowfl I by more* 
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Al Util 15 thr rtfr, 1 thinlc it my duty to theaenory of ay 
htr Brothrr, to icnJ iortb a* roircft an editim «jk.lpoffiUy can t 
for as to that wh.c h has apptaicd (fiom what jl^, Imow not) it 

it fo faulty, and me oireft, tliat but little judgOfncRt can be formed ' 
from It, of the ptop'uty and foitc of n y BroliKr*a anforera to Mn* 

A 

As to the imfi '•n •$ of publiPung my BlOtbct'a letttn HtfrK- 
cut tT<> lOnA r (, and tl e iu|ufticc to h s niemory« in (Vnditig foata* 
ftled a pirfeimancc* out under lii^ nan , tlic^aire todappaiept ta need 
tnypioof, and though <)u 1 ditor, as I have b^ea inforniedi gave 
away the whole impieflinn, fo hat it j** plnin, lucre was not ihe iniom 
tiveef hia protctding, a^'d I Monh^ c* a ♦ iMv hope hf did it w ilh « 
view of bcoefiung his Itad IS, \et u ^5 lo like cloitlK fvil, that gopd 
ipaycoesei as, m iny opinion* to be quite unjuilifiable. 

Howcvci, as th*- onK wav now 1 ft t ; ictnedy m fotftt fort 
what has been doiu. and to ptc\ent a fu.t'^ei iirpolition on the pub* 
lie, fiom woii** iro» ves than a£luatt*d this Piibhflier, 1 liave called ^ 
fnend to my afliftaiut, iidby tl u nif?ns, pjcleut th< leader with h 
perfcfl a copy of theic Icttcta, as t*n por*bly be nude out from the 
onguul n anufenpt nov/ in my 1 '*nds, 

That the reader mav ;ud?e more c’’arly < f the (Itteof the con* 
troverfy between my Ule Btitlvrand Mr^Wesl/’y,! haVe thought 
u right to (ubjoin M a. \Vr s » a y 'a Icit ^r, woid for wot)df U it 
in the prelcrvativc. 






A Letter t.i ihi. ]lt*\ crend Mr. — 


Z>SAt SIR, 

vV Cons* lc>*'ble time since I sent you » few liai- 
ty which O' curr’'l lo me on reading the dialogues 

l)**v. 'I heron and Aspa--u . I have not been favour’d 
with ii'is' answer. Yet upon anotlu-i and a more careful 
perusal of them, I could i »t but set down some obvious re* 
fleciiors, whi.h I would r.'ther have communkated, before 
tho'C d'alngues \v'*re publish’d. 

I . lilt* 1 1 *-! . ' i' n.o th-re are several just and strong ob« 
i ^-nai. ill , wli'v.i iii.i be of use to esery serious reader. In 
ll <' secoin, ii lit/* t' e dcsciiption oiten too laboured, the 
li'iL'iage too Slip, and aii't ted ^ ’ietthc allcctions on the 
creao »"i il e 5 1st and folms.iii^ abundant 

ame O'- foi this. (I cite the pages according to the Dublin 
ediuoii, having wrote the rough draught of what toilowSim 
lu’Iand ) 

r rj Is justification more or less, than God’s pardon* 
inn ,>a,M a sinner through the merits of C'hrlstr 

7 hat Ch,d licrein “ reckons the righteousness and obedience 
wl I '1 < '"rist p^iforrocd as our own:’* I allow, if by that 
ani . t\prtssion, you mean only as yon here explain 
it )i uisell, *• they are as cflectual for obtaining our salvali- 
S' as if they wire nur own personal qualifications.” P. 41. 

P 43. ** Wii are not solicitous, as to aciy pabular set of 
ph oacs. Only let men be humbled, as criminals 


8 


WSSLMf 
. . 

at Christ’s feet, let them rely as de^jed pensioners on his 
merits, and the^' are undoubtedly in tfle way to a blbsM 
immortality.” Then fur Christ’s sake, and for tlte satelsi of 
fhc ititmortal souls which he has purchased with his bt9od,< 
do not dispute for that particular phr..se, the imputed rigti- 
tsousnessof Chnst. It is nut .ciipturnl , it is not necessary, 
who scruple to u^e, men who ncvei ncard the expres* 
may set ” be humbled, as repentin:? criminals at his 
ifeet, and rely as devoted ptnsumcr'. on Ins ineut'..” I5ut it 
hi^done immense hurt. I have hail abundant proof, that 
the frequent use of this uniiec..s->irv phrase, instead of ” fur- 
theriii;' mens progress in vital }Ki!ine.<>%/’ lias made thent 
•atislicd without {my liolim >s at all ; yea and eticoura^d 
tliem to work all uncleanness with erredmess. 


P. 44. ** To ascribe pat don to Ciiiisi’> passive, eternal 
life to his active righteousness, is fancitui rather tlian judi* 
cious. His universal obedience from Ins biitii to his death, 
is the one foundation of my li jpc.” 

This is unquestionably riglit. But if it be, theie is no 
’manner ot need, to make the imputation of his active rigb^ 
teuusness, a separate and laboured head of discourse. O 
that you had been content with this plain scriptural account, 
imd spared some of the dialogues and letters that follow ! 

'I'Ht third and fourth dialogues contain an admirable 
lustmtion and confirmation of the great doctrine ut Chiist's 
aatisihetion^ Yet even here X observe a few passages, 
twhich are liable to some exception. 

P. 64. “ S \i isF ACTION was made to the divine law.” 
I do hot remember any such expression in scripture. This 
way ttpdaking of the law as a person injured and to be 
aatnfied, seems hardly deleusible. 

P. 74. ” 'Ihe deiuh of Christ procured the pardon and 
acceptance of believers, even before he came in the flesh.”' 
Vea, and ever since, in' this wc all agree. And why 
riiould we contend for any thing more ? 

P. rJO. “ Ah* thu benefits of the new covenant, aredm 
purchase ot life .|>f06d.” Surely they are. And after Ail 
has been fuHy p^d, where is the need, where is the qse, 
of contendmit t^eMfrentiousiy, for the imputation of hisrigh* 
teousness, as in the fiA and sixth dialogues? 
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P* 135. “ If he was our substitute sufferings, 

‘SdijTTIpt, as toju'^lifying obedience ?’* 

ia^ fbrraer is expressly asserted in scHj^lt. TIw 
If theft expressly .asserted there. > < 

P, 145. " As «in and misery h.ive aboai»M.tlR«l«gh 
fiist Adam, mercy and grace hive mucH nwae 
through il.e second ” & that i one can &t?c any retiaiii 
complain." No, not if the second Adam died fyf 
Otherwise all for whom he did not die, have great reason ' 
to complain. For they ine\it.'hly tall by the first Adam, 
without any Itelp fiom the scconvl. 

P. 148* **Thf whole woi Id of believers" is an expres* 
stOn which Uever uc cuis in scripture . nor has it any couq* 
tenance there ; the w odd in the inspired writings bdin^COtl^ 
stantly taken either m an universal or in a. bad sense ; either 
for the whole of mankind, or tor that part of tUpiA who 
know not (-» P 

P. ] t‘> “ In the Loan shall all the house of Israel be 
j'lstilici’ " It ought unquestionably to be rendered, ** by or 
through the Loro:" this argument therefore proves nothing, 

“ Ye are complete in hi ii." The words literally rendereo, 
arc, yc are filled v\ ith him. And the whole passage, as any 
unprejudiced reader may observe, relates to sancUficatiOR, 
nqt jus’^if'cati iii. 

J5U “They arc accepted for Christ’s salcej this is 
justitiratun tlirough imputed righteousness." 'JEhatrefnains 
to be f roved ; many aPow the lornjer, who cannot aUcnjp 
the latter * ^ , 

Themi. I sci no occasion for such nice dUtiacthNU 
and metapliysical subtleties. ^ 

Jsp. You oblige us to make use of them by confounds 
these very diihrcnt ideas, that is, Christ’s active and 
passive 1 1 ghtcousnca*." 

i ANs VI R, w* do ‘not confound these: b it neitl't'r d;» 
we separate tliciii. NV have we any authority frooi scrip, 
ture, fi>r cither thinking or speaking of one^ppjp^c fiom 
the oriter. And this whose debate on onO sopa- 

ute from the other, is a^mere metaphysical 
P. ijf. righteousness j^chjustifif^jlJ^ljreidy 
wrought out." A crude, unsoriptflural cxpressxMi! “ it was 
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s-*t on foot, carried on, compieatcd.”— O vain phibiophy! 
t' plain truth i$, Cbrirt 1 ■ fd and ti«,t ^1 (’t irh for every 
man. And through the inen! . ff 1 !•> life an I death* evcff 
j^Uem is justi^cd. 

P, 152. ** WnoEvra r ’ve’ts so j^’.ornus a drctrlne, 
never believ<*d ” Xot so. 1 o-y ..ho turn back 
^lllk a dog to the vomit, lu 1 once escape 1 the poliu'io.ns of 
the world by the knowled,';-* of Christ. 

P. 158. “ Thi goodness of (Jon Icade'h to repentant? ’* 
iThis is an(|uestionab]v true. Put the nice, ractaphvstcal 
doctrine ot imputed righteousness, k^\c!^ not to repcntaHce, 
but to licentiousness. 

P. 15+. “ The bdivtT cannit Imt a 11 to his faith, 
woiks ot righteousness ” Pining 1 1 - I't'- love* this is often 
true, liut it Unot true r.hersva'ds, as v <• know and feel 
hy melancholy experience. 

P. 155. “ ^V^ no longer obey* in order to lav the foun« 
dation for our final accc[ tame *’ No: that louiKlation it 
already Uid in the merits oi Chiht. Yet we obey, in or- 
der to our final acceptance thiongh his ments. And in 
this sense, by obeying we lay a good foundation, that vvr 
mav attain eternal life. 

P. nth “We establidi th'* Ian ■ v"e provide, for it« 
honor, by the perfect obed'c ue ot ( 'n.t ” Can vou pjjs- 
(tibly think St Paul meant tins? Th.it such a th night cveT* 
entered into Ins mind ? The plain meaning is, we establish 
bwth the tr"c* sens? and the cf*'*cruil practice ol it; we 
’^lyrsivide for Us being both uimeistood and practised in it* 
’•%»« extent. 

' P. 157, “ Os those who reject the atonement, just seve- 
lity.*’ Was il ever possible for them, not to reject it If 
not, hen IS it just, to cast tliem into a lake of fire, for not 
doi 1 ‘ h if St was impossible they sltOuld do ^ M’ould h bo 
'•,1 ’I it V our own-east;) to cast you into hell, for n<ltt 
u ' . 11 ' he •' -11 with your hand ^ 

V u'2»“ JiSMyiCaiTioN is complete the first moment 
w . beheYe* and is tncap.able of augmentation.” 

N'vr $0): there maV be as many degrees in the favor » 
i.i the ia>8g«f of Goo, 
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P. 190. “Nr. PAULoftirn m*'ntions a righttfoiism bs im- 
puted: ,(not a rii^htt nnsr.css ; never oncej but .sinijjlv riirh- 
teomnes.s.'' “ Wliat i !■' : li, hr. but the rightcoubnes> 
Otisi ?” Ill- tej!*; vi.a ’ uum !', Rom. iv. 6. To , him tbait 
belifvftb (>i) Ii't) I'l 1 ius'iih' !'■ tae faith 

lor rig^i 0.' . S-; ‘ Jenovab’ftu'rykh*'' 

teouv,, , f” il 1 . I'lse wo aic Ihi:I. :!!>ti6ed and 
lliroo^;! ii'ivi. ' ' '''■ .. 

P. ;9i. “ M V (’.ee »‘-oi (heir forgiveness; irty 
rightoouMie--;, l!. ■ ■. -oi ' ■ • i a.ccoiance " 

, ib-w ci'K-s ibi 1 . a • »' , j “ To asoribe pardpn 
to (!briat’.s pio . o .b. II 'l l arttve righteousncas* ii 

fanciful ratlier >■ .oi ; ■ a li li-.." 


P. i 9 S. “ Ifi- f'l.io 5 ci..k -.■i'-;- b'lidsof beneficeitpe.Ahly; 

as were cxem-i- ’ 1 1 a ipic !i'-. h.’' _ 1» ni>t thU- a si*-', 

of the pen r Vt';ll ti'>t i-ur I.. i?i> fli.n oJiTuner.ih anij >•' 
ward ctcra;.ily, all binds ot be:-..-!'!, .-nco, provided f 
Ibiu’dfroui a principle of Id-. i>;g Iai;b? Vea, that wiri' 
was exercised to a Suinaritan, a Jew, a Turk or an- Hva- 
then ? Kven these I wo-j'ul not terra “ tiansient -.bubbles./' 
ihoiigh they do not procure our justificali'in. - , . 

P. 197. “ llo-.v ir.ii' l oar righteousness exceed that of 
“ tile Scribes anf! Pi -ni^cc;; r Not only in being sincere, but 
.*‘m i'll possessing a conipli-.c ri.,lu.;fnisne5i, eve-n ' that ot 
“ Chribt.” Did our LoKii mear. tiiis r Notiiing less. , -He 
specifies in the following parts of his sermon, the very in- 
stances whervin tb-.- righteousness of a ciinstian exceed^- 
that of the Scribes and Pharisees. 

ih 198. “ He brings this specious hypocrite to 
ilr.w does it appear, that be was an hypoerhe? 
gives not the least intimation ot it. Surely he loved 
not for bis hypoLiisy, but his sincerity ! " 

Yet he loved titc vyorld, and therefore could not keep 
any of the commandflaents in their spiritoat meaning. And 
the keeping ot tla-s^e is undoubtedly the way to, tlK^ughnot ■ 
the cause, of eternal li'c, - , i ‘ ; 

P 200. “ By vvcntIls bis faith was : ap- - 

|«ared to be true.” ''■'%> : the natural sc<)^^ji||||(^ord,i.‘:i^ 
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by tlie grace superadded while he wrought tiiuse works, hia 
hiilli was literally made perfect. 

Ibid. “ He that docth righteousness is righteous— mani- 
fest* the truth of his conver'ion.” Nay; the plain mpau- 
' Utg.iS} he alone is truly righteous, whose faith worketh by 
love. . 

^ P. 20!. St. Jami.s sneaks of th* j'istifica'ion of our 
' feith.” Not unless }ou mean by that oJ I expressi <i), our 
; faith being made p' r.ee* : hir so the Ajiustk* explains his 
own meaning. P ih..,*-. il’.*' \v. i 1 ; d once used by 
. St. Paul for manife 1“ 1,- -liat t.. li i. . . not prove, it is to 
be so undendood iu. •. • 

P. 202. “ Wiioso C‘ 'll i' ■ 1 1 .. , shnll never fall into 

total apostasy.” How p!\ i t'; i > flesh and blood! 
but pavid says no such th ug 1 !i> i >< mg is, whoso do- 
cth these things to tin* i .i ! !> d! wi i.i i mt > hell. 

The seventh diaiogce is t.ill ul i./iportaijt truths. Yet 
some exptcssio.'is in it i can\ tomnii nd. 

P. Sid. “ Osu. thing ihoii la''kcst, the imputed righte- 
ousness of Chri.d.” You cannot liiink, this is the meaning 
of the text. Ceiiainly the one iht.i ; our Lord meant wa', 
the love of Goju This w'as the tlinig he lacked. 

P. 232. “ Is the oh. livnav of '.'liii.t inailUciint to ac- 
c^omplUh our justification ?" k ul <*i I would ask, li the 
death of Christ insut'iolet 1 1.) pnrvfn.ue it ? 

P. 32d. “ I'lii. saints m gloiy :i .tribe, the whole of their 
$alyaiion blood of the lanih.” So do 1 : .ind \ct I 

believe he “ colalncd for ali a possibility ot sdvation.” 

;\.i' P* terms of at,».eptance for fallen man were 

'f® full satisfaction to the divine justice, and a complete con- 
’fermify to the divine law.” 'Inis yuu take tor granted; 
* but I ‘‘:..inut allow. 

T.'i- t 'rnis of acccptii.nc-* f 'r fallen nuiii are repentanci 
ttn<l l.iiili. Repent ye ana believe the gospel. 

Ibid. “ "1 ill i.fc are bat two methods v.iierehv an v can 
be jusU.leu, tUlier by a peilect obedltoce to the law, or 
bet a.Kse Cfiibt bath kep: tli • law in our •tead. You should 
say, “ or by fekh in Chii't.” I theft- answer, this is true 
And falfem wan i* justified, i.oi by perfect obedience but 
by faith. What Ovist has done .is the foundation of our 
jusUficattont not the term or coud.tion of it. 
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In the flghth dialogue likewise there are many great 
truths, and yet some thin^liablo to reception. 

P. 253. “ Datid GOn himself digtiiries w'itli the mos|, 
f xarted of all characte».s.’' 1' ;r, very far from i)f, 
have more exalted characters th in David's, both in, th?' 
testament auvl tlie new. Such are those of l^mnel»^M|l||ifJ^; 
yea and Job, in the former, of St. Paul and St. 
the latter. ' * 

“ But (too stiles him a man after Ids own heart." Tltla': 
is the text which has caused many to mistake: for vvanf.of^ 
considering, first, that this is said of I)avid in a particultf, 
respect, not witli regard to In', whole character : secondlyi^ 
the time, at which it was spoken. When was David a; 
man after Goo’s own heait ? When Gon found hiin fo|l0]tir< 
ing the ewes gtoat witii young, when he took him frti^ni j!:^. 
sheep-folds, Ps. Ixxix. 71. It was in the 2d or 
Saul’s reign, that Samuel sal 1 to him, the Loan hath 
him a man after his own hc.avi, and hath commanded, 
to be captain over his people. 1 Sam. xiii. 14. Bat .waflin 
a man after Goo’s own heart all his life? Or in giKpa^icu- 
lars? So far from it, that wchave fewnilore exceptionable 
charactets, among all the men of Gdd recorded’ in sppp* 
tore. 

» P. 261. “ There is nbt a just man upon earth fhit:stn- 
neth not." Solomon might truly say so, before Christ catpe. 
And St. John might after he came say as t: dy, w^hospever 
is born of God sinneth not. “ But in man.' tilings, wp plv 


fend all." That St. James does - not speak this of hipii^,' j 
or of real Christians, will clearly appear, to dlf.W'ho iraparii;^ 
ally consider the context. . 

The ninth dialogue, provs eiccllcntly well, 
cannot be justified by our works. - ' ' ’"-ii 

But have you thofoughly considered the word i wificli ' 


occur in llic 270th page ? . 

“ O Children of .Adam, you are no.lorg'”- ' h'-g'".;, to 
love God with all your strength, nor f'j^or .1,^^; as 
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irr'' not fulfill it. 1 will connive at, yea accommodate my 
t’** 11 r’lls to yout weakn''s'=.’* 

I .tc'iEE with you, that “ tnistdortrine makes the holy 
one of Goo a minister of bin.” An 1 is it not your own ? 
Is Hot this the very doctrine which yoj espouse throughout 
ynuh'book ? 

I esNsoT but except to several passages aUo in the tenth 
I a. k first , 

P. *• 1 ) )i.i tK I' nit ousness ol G > ever mean” 
(aji you affii'ii) rh n r'. ••'’t. i t It. 'iivt not oik e 
‘ ^ ‘ ' iK'jl irlv 111 Mic 

tying si'uicrv. 


in all the scii,Aur 


epistle to the Roman t. t . ' , 'm tying sinnerv. 

%Vhen theretoie y«>u sa 

1 *. “ i'rfr. r'g 1 1 '1 ne^. ot t, > > means, such a 

jrfghtcousncss as may ;i th < ml •.;e is acceptance,” I 
Cannot allow it at all . \ii.' r ^ t.ijji .il oisiakeinust needs 
|ead ^ou into m.inv tidi i . IJiO I iollow vou step by step. 

jt^td. In or t«.r to mtitli u^ to a revvaid. there must be 
Hn imputation of rights'ousncss ” Tiiere must be an inter- 
est in Christ. And then everv m.in shall receive his ow n 
|reward, atcordin; to his own labuut. 

I*. 2 yS. ** A UfcBEL mat be loi given, without bring 
restored to the dignity ot a son ” A u'l.el aganet an 
earthly King may j but notarobtl agunst (jor> 
iweW same monrirnt that Goo forgive., we arc tic .ons^^ 
.GaD. Theri’fi re this is an idle dispute. For paidon and 
acceptance, though they may be distinguished, cannot be 
..jiivided. ihe words ot Job which you cite are wide of 
TOC question. 'I hose ol Solomon prove no more than this, 
who denies hr) I hat justification imjilies both pardon 
'imd acceptance, 

P. ' 225 . “ Grace rcig.uih throifgh righteousness unto 
eternal litc,”-— That is, the fiee love ol Gou bring , us through 
jusiifKation and sanctification to glory. Ibid " that they 
jiiav leieive lotgivcness and a *ot among the sanctified;” 
that IS, that they may receive pardon, )ioJM.e>., heaven. 

IhiJ. “ la 'not the satisfaction made by the death of 
Cl II -.1, sufficient to obtain both our full pardon and final 
happiness?*' Unquestionably it is, ttttd neither of the texts 
you cite prom the co.ntrary. 


ttTTt*. 


- 


P. SJftfi. ** Ik it was requisite for Christ to be baptized, 
much more to fulfill the moral law.” 

1 c \»Nor prove that either tlie one or the other was re* 
qu’slte in order to his puri h isinff redemption for us, 

P 2^)7. “ Bv Christ’s Mill M.ijgs altwje, the law was obt . 
satisfied." Yes it was ; fur it lequifed only the'^tei»ativ«« . 
ohev or di ■. It quired no *nau to obey and die toOf . It \ 
any in IP hul !»"’■' ulv obey’d, he -.vould nOt have died* 
Ibid. “ W lO’e scrniiure astiih's tin’ whole of ourt^lvati* 
on to tlr death >' C . i- riot ids hufiiiJiation is put; 

» for the wi.olo." I . • not dlo v t’ >s without sortie proof. 
He was obeo v- f u > .r..' . 1. 1 I proof at all j as it doei 
not noces^dri.i i ' > < i , o n that he died ro obedi* 
ence to the I I’hi .. miie texts there !8 a nc^s»ty of 
taki p a pail i'>r d' v\h ie. Bat m these there is no sueh 
ncce-sitv 

P. 3(K) “ CvfRisT Liid'*Tt<u 1 . 1 1 do every thing uecessauv 
fur oiii redtnfipr.oii;" rtr i ■ K ui a rovenaiu made’witn 
the lather. ’Tis sure, 1.'' oiu extiy thing necessary: but 
ii w (lues it appear, th.ii !• undertook this, before the foun* 
t jiion ot the world, and tuat by a positive covenant be- 
tween him rtiul the la 'n i ? 

>011 hi lu i'll- .Mpears from four texts, J. From that, 
t -1 'lives. t..nitonie. \ay, when any believe, the fa* 

' t I,, .w ti.-'ii 10 Christ. But tlm proves no.such prevt- 
on, von ■ ( U. CJoD liatli laid upon him the iniquities »jf 
Uj ad. Ni itlior does this prove any such thing. S. Tlia|: 
cxpi' M.-n, the counsel of peace shall be between tlaiinj,j 
dovs ..('t necessarily imply any more, than that both tbe fl^* 
ther aivi the .son would concur in the r^emption of 
4. According to the counsel of his will,— that is, in the 
way or mctiiod lie had chosen, 'fherefore neither any of 
thejie 1< xts, nor all of them, prove what they wn- brought 
to prove, riicy do by no means prove, that f'n ever was 
any such cowtiant made between the father . nd the son. 

P. 301. “ I Hi, conditions of the covenaijij: arc recorded, 
Lo, I come to do lliy will." Nay hen; is iqq,- mention ot 
any covenant, nor ^y thmg from which it om be inteir’d. 

** the recompeiice ^'pulatecl in this glori<Ml& *1tfeaty.'’ — But 
I see not one word of the treaty itself. Nor can 1 possibly 


wssleyV 


iO 


allow thf (*EKteiice of it without far other proof than this. 
Ibid. •• Another C 9 py of this grand treaty is recordei 
Isaiah xlix. faom the first to tlv; sixth verse.'* I have rwd 
„ ;theii|»'but cinrtot find a word about it, in all those verses, 
contain neither more nor less than a prt diction, of 
;»lvatfdn of the Gentik s. 

“ By the covenant of works, man was bound 
> ttjt 'obey in his own prr'ion." And so he is under the cove- 
of ■ grace ; though n(jt in order to bis justiheation. — 
obedience of our surety is accente 1 instead of our 
',OWW/* , is neither a sale I'or a scrijitural way of speak-, 
.lrig» I rwould Stfpply sav, nr f//v' urcrp/i U ihrongh the bc- 
Ufpied, ,0'e haoe redemption through his' bli'OiI. 

305. 'rue second covenant wa-. tiof in.; 'e with Adam, 
/Of any, of his posterity, but with C!u i t in th >'.<• w'ords, 'I he 
Sfddetf'^ite teoman shall l>rni\c the srri'i’iil'^ head." l?or any 
yoo'bavc from liiesc words, you might as well 
'•i)«ve'-^aid, it was made w ith ilie I lolv (Jhost. These words 
were hot spoken to Christ, but of him,, and give not the 
least iotiomtion of any such covenant as you plead loi. 
They manifestly contain, if not a covenant made with, a 
promise, made to Adam and all his po&toiiiy. j 

P. S03. “ Christ, we see, uncleriook ioey-cutc the con- 
** ditious.*’ We see no such thing in llii.-, text. We sob • 
here only a promise of a Saviour, made by God to man. 

ibid;. “ ’Tis true, I cannot fulfil tlie conditions.” T is 
not true. .The conditions of the new covenant are repent 
'hgtlex^e. And lilt*, e you can fulfil, through Cfirist 
tVUll^BOgtbenhig you. “ ’ l is equally true, lliis is not ic<]uired 
tny hands,’* It is equally tiuc, that is, absolutely false, 
tllost dangerously false. Jt we idfow this, Aniinomi- 
coin.s in with a full tide. “ Ctiri .t has perloinied 
all lliai was condiiionary for me-.” Has lie re|)c;:ird and 
believed tor you ? You endeavour to eVadc t; b, s-e ing, 

*' He performed all that was conditiori-aiy m the Ci.ven&rit 
*• ot \vorks/’!!\ U nothing to the puypo'jc ; l..r we arc 
rot tallving'oF but of the covenant^ 
did not nctfoi^ ,||i,that was cond:ttorm|y in this covenant, 
unless Iv* flgpf^tcft’ibd believed. ‘‘ j^it he did uns^ cak^- 
t*' bl^ be so. Cut he did not do this, 
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P. 808. “ Ba r if Christ’s perfect obedience b* <;'irs, we 
*• have uo more need of pardon than Christ himsel;.’’ The 
conseqai^nce is good. You have started .an objecting: 
which you cannot answer. You say inrfeed, “ Y<^' we d^l| 
“ need pardon ; for in many tl'ings weod^iid all;>r: 
then ? If his obedience be ours, we 

P. 309. “ Bom the branches of the law, the 
“ and the penal, in the case ot guilt contractedi’.Tjlnli^’ljil^''^ 
“ satisfied,” Not so. Christ hv liis death aiope,. (sdtSjBif 
“ church teacher) fully salislied f.,r the sinsof /^- wlidle]^ 
*'• world.” The saiue grcrrl trutli is tnaiilf^i/ 
the 31st article. Is it ihvrriore fiir, isjt b6nest,- 'i^'8hi^':* 
one to plead the ani' los ol our church to defence dt 'tibsd-'.'.' 
lutfe predestination ? S'.eing t!ie iTth artlcIe barely; dttfihei. 
the term, without either alhniiiug or denying- tfe tftih'g''S, < 
whereas the 3.st totally overilirows and raises iiffbtp/*^- 
foundation. 

Jlnd. “ BiiUBVERS who are notorious tran^resioirt ip 
“ themselves, have a sinless obedience in Christ O Siren 
song ! pleasing sound, to James Wheatley 1 Thdrh'as Wil- 
liams ! James Rfilcy ! ’ 

I KNOW not one sentence in the eleventh dialogue, which 
is liable to e.xccplioii : irut that grand doctrine of chfistid* 
ji\iy, (iiiglnal si:i, is therein proved by irrefragable ^r^U- 
meiits. ■ ‘ > 


Trii. twelfth likewise is unexceptiftnable, and contJtinf:;. 
such an illustration ot the wisdom of God, in the stfuctuid^ 
of the hur.ian body, as 1 believe, cannot btj^parallel0(i> 
cither antient or modern writers 

'I’he former pan of the thirteenth dialogue is .^dml,MbIt;^..'' 

To the lai ter 1 have some objection, ^ 

VoL. II. P. 44. “ i^Sjali uiied in bis resignaiior', and 
•* even Moses spake unadvisedly with his lips.'* ft i - ime ; 
butdf you could 1 kewiste fix some. blot upon venerabie Sa- 
muel and beluved Uauicl, it would prove tipthutj^;*' I V.'r n.i 
scripture teaches, tliaipjbe, Iwliiiess of .ch;^hii^;4s to !.u 
fpeasured by that ot 

P. 46. “ Do not thepfift O' mep frequttp^y f^disonler 
in there affectioni f flbt they often cd^'^lo/ when | 


it 
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would do good, evil is present with rae I believe not. 
You and I are only ah’c to <i.»svkcr for ours-elvcs. V 0o not 
they vty, we groan being bn^'en’l, — with t’re workinga 
of inbred comiptloii ?*' Y< •* ,ijov\, thij. is not the meaning 
of the text. Tne whole ld '‘rxt shew^ the cause of that 
l^roEning wa^ their ioi .u.^^ t > be with f i ri-r. 

P. 47 . ** The cut ” !•. lid “ will bf p- .ccted in hea> 
Vert/^ Nay surely, iii i».irad. c, if no jd •nt'* “ T lis i> a 

noble prerogative of tnc boutiiio vidti..’ N.,; It wt.i.li 
then conte too late, il mu r<.iiuini> inns ’till the dav ut 
judgment, it will rtma. i lor c\t.r “ (J.t iiresent bles*e(J- 
nCSS does not consist m bcn'_, tire b no sill.” I really 
think it docs. But whctl c*- .1 doe, 01 1,0, if we are not 
free from sin, we arc lud tbri.iiiii b. '1 irs. For to. all 
these the Apostle declares, b. . ig lu ule iree from sin, )care 
become the servants of ii;,iitM.4siK's<;, Rom. vi. is. * 
** ly wc were pciicet ..> piety (St. John’s wor^l is, per- 
fect in love) CbrLt’s priesily uhice would be superseded ” 
No: we should still need his spn it (and consciiutiuK 1 n 
hiteicession) for the continuance of that love from .n >nu nt 
to moment. Beside, we should still becucompa.tcd tli ui.. 
firmities, and liable to mistakes, Irom ul.icli wo^d^ or :i.,ti- 
ons might follow, even though the lieart u as all l')\ ^ , wliich 
were not exactly right, 'iherefore in all these icspect^ 
we should still have need of Christ’s pticstly office, and 
therefore as long as he remains in the body, the gicatc^i 
saint Qtay say, 


Every moment. Loan, I need 
The merit of thy death. 

T1 c i> vl t'led from Exodus asserts notiiing less than, that 
inuR'uv " cleaves to all our holy things ’till death." 

iV “ Sm remains, that tlie righteousness of foith 
inav ii I’.e ds due honor.” And will toe righteousness of 
faith have it$ dt|e honor no longer thmt sin remains in us 
Then it nfnm remain, not only qn and in Paradise, 
but ui heayep, also—** and the ttn^6cation of the mirit 
its proper estttan,” M ould it not have mote esteem, if it 
were a perfect work ? 



“ It wUI it^ikc jkwJjr in nar. o#ny<!)re$.” What, 
wtt}4>me irtAe u* lawtljr? Snrelv the tmet njestruction of 
morr <'ffectuallyr * *'*' It vvill make uj 

iina|^'<ifiQoi> imke u$ much moft ^ 

** to ddtntre the richea of grace.’* Yt a, l^t ^ kipCf 
lienee of it, by a thorough sanct^ficaiioo 
body, will make us admir< it tnor-. “ It 
** to death.” Indeed it will iiot: nor mirady thinig w 
this, like perfect love. ' » ‘ - 

P i**. ** Ir Hi 11 nidoar the olood abd 
*f Christ,*’. Nav, these lan never be so,d(j|Ur tO artjr»^ *(tS to 
those who Ijtpentnce their full sirtuei^ Wbo fillip'. 
the fullness of God. Nor .an tnv « ftspi their «t»ritin^ 
“ heed” of Christ, or, “ rely on him” in the manner twhl^ 
these do, ' - 

DiAtoOtfE 14. P, 57. ” 1'hc claims of tWt lanraf^W" 
** answered*” ff so, Count Zinzemlorf is absofutd^^^ 
rl",hti neither Gob not man can claim any obedH^ftsI 
lb not this AntihomianUm without mask f ‘- 
P. 59. •' Yoca sins are expiated through ^O'death eit 
“ Cliriit, and a righteousness given you, by whiiph youhavo 
“free access to God ” 1 his in not scriptufai tanguage* I 
would simply say, by hitti t»e have atcess to tk€ \ ‘‘ 

' Therf are many other expressions in this C^alogthli'^ 
which I have the same objection, nartiely, 1. 
are unsciipturai, *i. that they directly lead to Antjuapflid^ 
ism. ' 

Tub first letter contains some vety useful Jl^ltedli td sa^ 
examination. In the second, ’* 

P 91. I bbad, “ 'ITicre i$ a r/ej/rt;^«t«afwhich «tpplf«|: 
^ all that the creature needs. lO lyrove this momentoui) 
*** point, is the design of the foUdwiiig sheets ” 

I ICA VE seen suc^ tcni^e efiecta,e>f diis umctiDtural way 
•f speaking, even oh those wAo Oihlt tsSrtff? ectaneJ from 


iAe fiiMiittioHs the worUf^^ that I cannce 
|Ott would speaib2i^l|||ipu^ tba^ do i 
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<*( tfiiiilv tins mode of expression is not momentous. It is 
always da/i^eroust often fufal. 

LfcTTrR m.'P. ^8. “ J\h(re mi abovsnded, grace did 
** much mere abound : that as sin had reigned unto death, 
** so might grace • f e love of GSn — utgn though 
** righteomneSs^i^ < ”■ justification nl sanctiitation, 
“ unto eteimal Ufi , K i v 26, 21." ) 1 1 . ts the plain ra- 

tural meaning oi * v\ , It does r a appear, that one 
word is spoken here ti'm nt i nftiin I r. i.tec.usness : neither 
in the passages cited in) i' *i -*> nointl.ccomrion- 
prayer and the artici It. t'ei) i ,iv l.'.rvvise that phtase 
is not found at all, and t>.v i i i i i>Jaid on Clirist’s 
shedding his blood. Nor i T - p' e (coneernitig the 
thing, there isnocjoci nl ijuni . a ly part of tie ho- 
milies. 

P. 101. “ h the f.i’’ .lO not expljeit with regard 
the imputation of attivc u,, .io>uincss, tht‘y abound in p.ts- 
sages which tvu ce the sul iti lU'on of Christ in our •■tea*' 
passages whuh disclaim <ill e pondence on any dull % ot < i 
own, and fix < nr hopes wholly on the in.-ii’^sof oui SdMonr. 
When this is the case, I um »erv olititi .u .ihoui Ji^y p.irti- 
cular forms of expics.l u." U ii\ .i i u.^n th').c (jues- 
tlonablc, dangerous forini, .inJ Li ]> cl x- / to the stii.tt’.- 
ral, 

JLfiTVFiv IV. P. 105. “■ The authoiitv ft oui d 'luh and 
** of those eminent aidnes,*’ docs rot touch those partiiuUr 
, forms of expression ; neither do ^ny of the lexis which you 
afterwards cue. As to the doerruie we are agreed. 

Ibid. ” The righteousness of Gon surmhes, therighte- 
“ oi*M‘e s which God-man wrougi t out.” No. It sigoi- 
fii G(i > s method of justifying ti i ^ 

I’ u»7. “ 'Im victims ntjured tJ.c expiation by Christ’s 
‘ the iloatlttng, with skins, the unpotation of Ins 

• ,j), sias#.” , 'Jhaldcco not app ..r Did not the one 

1 r hgwe our jusiifkauoii, inc ( th.. ) , oi.i sanctification * 
i\ every text cpi<j|tcj m this and the fol- 

’.u\^ bg httitr, b suppoit of that jiaiticular form of exptes- 
siou, ia^ldli^Wded above measure from the plain, obvli us 
mei'Uiftg;, K pointed out by tl e . ontext. J shall in- 
stance in a few, aud just set down their true meaning, 
without nuy iuither rco^s. 
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To nr^to man hi$ uprightness. To convince him of 
Gpp’s Justice, in so punishing him. 

I". 1I&. It® receive t’r '•! s.ing^—pardcr'— from the 
Jyxrd and nghteousncs* -hoi no from the Qod of his 
s-ilvation,— the Gop 'whos.i\o(. him iimm the guilt 'tndi 
the f owcr ot ‘■m. 

P. m. 1 \\ . make rarnil m ol t’.v righteousneii!* only, - 
— ^Of thv mere '* i the word lioqnoutly means in , 
Testament, S<» i: diiqnestional>'v mo os in that text, in {o^ 
by) ///y rtt;htct»niir^s \'u!'i ,''■// cmli-d. 

P. 1 12 Sion i ii I* : ' r 1 with judgement— after 

sovere punishni* .1 - 1 /. c 's with righteousness — 

with tiw tenu . o ■' oi (.» >, loUowing 'that pimiih* 
ment. 

P. 413. In (o; od dio 1 1 \ \ I have righteousness 
and strength, juitu Mo .i <.u '■li float ion. JJe ifath ^ 

clothed me wiih 'lke ^arnu III, ' ' ■ ' t',oi :, — saved me from 
the guilt ami power of sin. ' ;p f'f 'vl ich are again'' ex<^ 
by, he hath covered m -nJi I'le rohe o/ rigliteootneit. 

P. 114, My righteousiu*-.^ -mymercy -shaU not be abo- 
lished. 

P. ilG. To mike rccontiliathn for iniptity— to atone 
for all our sins -rind to bi mg m everlasting iigliteousness 
spotless holiness into our souK And this righteousness is 
not human, but di' ioe. It is the gift arcl the work of 
Got). 

P. 1 17. The Lord our righteousness — the author both of 
our justification and sanctificattoii. 

P. 127. WH.\r righteousness shall g',<» m peace at this., 
last day, inhcient or imputed? Botli. Ch^ht died lorujl 
and lives in us, that ws may have boldness in the day of judg- 
ment. 

Tetter V. P. 131, That have (dUvned l,,r i^y'oHs 
Jailh through the inghteomness — the roerc>-*H){ . Lord. 
Seek ye the kingdom oJGO.O and his figldeousn' i i- , >. 
liness which springs iroiu Goo reigning in you. 

P. IS2. Thereih |s revealed the rig«&as»c*t 0* ' 

God’s method of justiffdog sinners. ! ' 

P. 135. “ We estab^Ki^ the law,a^;w«^|!jll|l^' Do sal\a- 
“ tion without a pcr%S^ conformity I>y 


“ C.inst '* U rtpt'tHiii a mere quibble ? ’ 

which aftpr all rhe. laboun-il evasions of 

sanrl more, does to(^y.. make void the law ? But ooji: io 

does St. Paul tc^h,/ According to him, without Holiness, 

r t$OTi&\ hoWnes&i ’fio vian shall see ffte LORD, None who 
not himself conformed to the lawdf Goo here* shall see 
-the t/Td in glory. 

■ ' This is the grand, palpable objection to that whole 
scheme. Itdirfectly mikes void the law. It makes thou- 
sands content t<V live and die trans 2 :ressr>rs of the law, be* 
^causc Chrilt fulfilled it for them. Therefore, tho* I believe, 
he hath lived and died for mi , yet I would speak very ten- 
derly and sparingly of tlie former, (arid never, seperately 
from the latter) even as sparingly as do the Scriptures, ’for 
fear of this dreadful conseiiuem e. 

P. 138 . Tftt gi:r of righteousness must signify arigh* 

, ,** teousness not their own.” Yes, it signifies the righte- 
ousness or holiness, which God gives to and works in 
them, 

P. 139. ” The obedience of one is Christ’s actual per- 
“ fnrmance of the whole law." So here his passion is fair- 
ly left out ! Whereas his k^coming obedient to death, that is, 
dying for man, is certainly the chief part, if not the whole 
which is meant by that expression. - 

Ibid. " TiiAr the righteomftess qf the law might be fiiU 
^led in i/f— I'hat is, by our representative in our nature." 
Amazing ! But this you sajr, " agrees w ith the tenour of th* 
arguing, For be is demonstrating we. cannot 
be justified by our own conformity to the law.’* No t 
;V not here. He is not speaking here of the cause of our jus- 
, tification, but the fruits of it; Therefore that unnatdf^ 
sense of his words does not at all ” agree with the tenour 
“ of his arguing.” 

P. 1+i. " iHi righteousness they attained could not be 
any personal jrigbteoitsness.” Certainly it was, Tt was 
implanted aSjWcill as tmpdtcd. 

1*. i4>5.^;.*^!^iifc;instfuction in righteousness, in the righ- 
“ teousntSifi^.’^^ Was ever such a comment 
before meatfing is, !|^; 'training up in Mincas 

■ «f' heart **■ 





P.;. worlC'^^ ousncss- 

that l am ^ut innocent 

P;,.14#t' “ Tha r we niigljt be ina# t|j<^.fi|^teousness of 
'* (Jor> in i>ip(i* J^ot intrinsical'y, bfiit i^l|tativclf/* 
tlic one ao4 the other, God th'^ou';h hi^i, jirat a<;!coai^l 
and *hen makci us righteous. Areordingjy . '. 'l;; ' 

P. 102 . The righteousness whiJi is of ,^ij 
both itnnuted H!i> 1 inliereftt* ■- ' 

. P. “My faith fixes on both the iDeritorious, life 
“ .'od atoning dcatii of Chrint.” Here we clearly agree. 

1 1 »lil then to this and never talk ot the former without the 
latter. If you »h>, vnn cannot sax, “ I^ete we ate exposed 
“ 1(1 ho hazard.” Yes, \ou are to an exceeding jjreat one ; 

the hazard of living and dying without hol^ess. And 
tlie.t we are lost for ever. - - 

rub sixth letter contains an admirable awoUnt of th< 5 ' 
earth and its abnonpliere, and comprizes abundancei.of S|ej(n»^ 
i,i 3 narrow compass, and esprest in beautiful language, 

P. .77. Gems. haVe ** a seat on the. virtuous tair one's 
breast.” I c-m’t reconcile tjiU with St. Paul. He say.s, 
rot with pearls: By a puiitv of reason^ iiot with diamonds, 
iioi in ali things I perceive, you are too favourable, both to 
ti'.e •.ie^i,e of tnc flesh and the desire Df the eye. You arc 
r. gci.ilc i.a>iii.'.r as to every sell-induigence which a plenti* 
lui ornjiie can furnish. 

P. ittz. ,f*OuR Savibur's obedience” — O say, with the 
goou oJ<f Puritans, our Saybor’s death or merits. -Wc. 
svxairo with Antinomiatis on. every side. Why are you at 
SmcIi pains to increase- their number? , • ' 

P. I}#-*. My mouth .^all siicw forth tKy righteousncia 
and thy salvation.— I hy mercy whiep brings my salvation. 

The eighth letter is an excellent description ol tlic su* 
preme greatness ot Christ. I do hot observe one sentence 
in- it» which 1 cannot, dhearfully subscribe to, 

. ihe ninth letter, contahiipg, a description of the sea, 
with various inferences deduced therefrom, is likewise a 
master-piece, for jiistn^^of sentiment, as Wyllas beauty of 
language. But 1 dou^li^ihether, niere P. 24 1 , 

be not too low an expre^'on : and whetti^^ thii miaht not 


as wc|l,.bave said noi^g of ** God, tb« i 
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** ttio flolidi 
ooh heiicHii 

, the sime drtubt, \vh:it is said (P. 2ft4,),of “de- 

, ^ licatelj^ ftavouif*#.ten, fii.c:\-si’ei'ted coffee j tbe'friendJj 
V :b!ow I, the Pyramivl oi i .n figs, and tlie Pastacia nut 

**' of, Aji^ppo,/’ ' di \t tite mentioi'dig these in such 

■ji wanner i* a, strMii’ tix' iMgcnaent cf I'lxnryand sensu- 
ality. And Hoc* ti i* ! . i cd this ? The English in par- 
ticular Hihmt iin(tn‘it>ii '■<ih\ xi>o.tf(\ inxfign. 

Letter 10. P, irc.snrcs vrhich spring 

from, the itrtputai ion m ti.ii.t. ngiitivnisness.'’ Not^ 
•word of his atoriiug; bjocu : Why <lo inany men love to 
speak of his righteousness, rath, r tlian ins atonement? I 
, fear, because it affords a taircr i t'. r their own unrigh- 
teousness ; to cut off tliis, is it not bettor, to mention both 
together? At least never to name the former •without the 
latter ? 

P. 285. “ Faith i?, a persuasion that Christ has shod 
his blood for me, and fulfill’d all ri jhteoiisriess in nty stead.” 

I can by no men subscribe to this dilhiition. Tl’.erc are 
hundreds, yea thousands of true believers, who never once 
thought, one way or the other, of Chris!*', fulfilling all righ- 
teousness in theit stead. 1 personally know many tvho to 
this yory hour ha\e no idea of it; and yel have each of 
them a divine cvideitcc aud conviction, Christ loved me, 
JU^d gave himself forme. ■ ntis is St. Paul’s account of 
fiiltbi and it is sufltcieut., ‘He. that thus believes is justi- 
;’^d.' ; 

' P. 287. “ It is a sure means of 'purifying the heart, and 
.« never fails to work by love.” ' It surely purifies, the 
heart — if we abide in iti but not il we draw back, tO per- 
dition. It never fails to work by love;, while it continues; 
but if itself fail, farewcl both love arid good works. 

Faiiii is live hand which receives all that is laid up in 
Christ.” Consequently, if we make shipwreck , of the 
faith, how soever is laid up iii Christ, from that hour 
„ we receive ik^mg. , 

Letter, 28S “ Faitit ^ ihc imptited ri|^teous 
ness of is a fundamental ptinciplc in the,l§ospei.‘' 
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If so» wKat becomes of aU those who think nothin 7 ib .ut 
impiitftd t^ghlcoosncw ? How who are hll of fath 
and 1ove» ir this he tmr, mu-it ;/ ’■ish <t»Missfin'’iv 1 
I*. Ji>7> “ 'I4Y hamis in-int ' i-^e the wavoF the deadly 
wrap n, throu!?h the shiv. . , ’ flreh, flH it be plqntfed in 
“ tlje tijrobbi'ic’ i'cart.’^ An- i.oi t' i "O '^escrlpfiona fat* too 
strong? May tii } notoccasi jii un_ loruahle ceasontngs in 
many readers ? 

Ke pu('v>7i corn >1 p puh> Vt.h t(rud4e(, 

P.. 218. *• llow I ■ 1 1 ‘ eti'v ’ i<> the world?’* Not 
at all Can thw tli< n ^ i'\ ' i-. Idtli to the world? • 

P. S04, ” \oi; !,i' t the c 'lam way to obtain comfort# 
“ the fighteo' MU >1 .1 vis <. .'ut.”' What, withoiit the 
atoneiTient r Si c 1 1 u' iv*'} h'l .uiuuscripturalydan|eroui 
mode of expic . > . ' 

P. 1106. " So the nia.t-. 0 '.'Inidare derived to all tho 
“ taitWul.” Rather tlu- t n is ot the spirit: which am 
likewise plainly typified b\ ti . 1 il in 2eciiariah’s vision, 

P. SiO. " Has the law :p\ -’eniand? It must go to him 
“ lor satisfaction.” Sui'posc, “ thou s’nalt loye ihy neigh* 
“ Ihu'r as llivself.” Tlun lam not obliged to I(»ve mv 
neig'ibmr. (’ i!i‘'t l!a> satisfied the demand of the law for 
me. Ij not thi-. t!.“ very qnintisscnce of Antinomiani'm ? 

P. S 1 1 . “ 'I'll I, righteousness wrought out by Jesus Christ* 
“ i.. wrought out for all his people, to be the cause of their 
" jiistitication, and the purch-se of their dvatitm. The 
** righteousness Is the cause, llie lumli.ca:'.” So the death 
of Christ ii not so muc!) as named ! “ I'or all his people.” 
But wliat bt comes of alt other peopL? 'i’uey must irtevita* 
bly perinh lor I ver. Tliedic w?s ( a .t, or ever they weto 
in being. 'Ihe doctrine to paos l.uni by, Ivit 

Consign’d their unborn souls to li II, 

And damn’d them Iroin their mother’s o' a.b. 

t could sooner he a 'J'urk, a Deist, y "a an .Mhe i, than I 
iou’id believe this. It is less abstml to deny tlu: very be* 
ing of G )D, tlian tp make him an ahuiqltty tyrant, 

r. $16. '• I'Hh whole uorld and all its seasons, are rich 
“ wi^ our Creatotfs goodnes, His tender ajercics arc over 
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“ all his ' Are they over tjw bull? mankiitd f 

Where is hi$ gtiodness to the rton elect ? Hmt. arc his ten- 
der mercies oVet, them ? “ llis temporal blesdogs are given 
“ to them." , But are thev to them blessings at all ?. Are 
they not all cufscs^; Hines not Gor> know th**y are ? That 
they will only ihefease their damnation ?• D.»es nof he de- 
sign they , should ? And tills you call goodnCaS ! this is ten- 
der mercy ! , ' ^ r . 

V. S21. «MaY we not tli'crm pregnant proofs of good- 
** ness* in each individu.!! obr.ctr’’ No; on your scheme 
not a spark of it in ti worl-i or I'l.- m xt to the fargrea- 
ter part of 'tlte ^ork of l-i^ ov. o h ! 

P. 8‘i4k’** If Ooisi 8 goner- ■u^ benefactor to the meanest 
animals, to the lowest reptiles! Aorl will he deny my 
•* triend what is necessary to his }>rr-t i.t comfort, and htsfi* 
*’ nal acceptance ?” Yea, will lie deny it to any soul that 
he has made ? Would you deny ii to any if it were in youf 
power? 

But if you lov’d whom Goo abhorr*d 
'‘The servant were above his Loan. 

V. SS7. The wedding-garment here means holiness. 

P. 3*0. ** This is his tender complaint, they will not 
« come unto me !” nay, that is not the case ; they cannot. 
He lutnselfhas decreed, not to give them that grace without 
which their coming is impossible ! - . . 

« Thf grand end which Gon proposes in all bis favour- 
» able dispensations to fallen roan, is to demonstrate the 
sovereignty of his grace." Not so ; to imt»Tt happing 
to his creatures, is his grand end herein. “ Barely to de- 
“ moii*ti.'.ie his sovereignty," is a principal ot action ,6t for 
the great lurk, not the most high Goo. ^ . ' 

1\ l;*!!. “God hath pleasure in the prosperity of ..hit 
‘ servants. He is a boundless ocean of good.” Nay, 
that cccan is far from boundless, if it wholly passes by 
nineteenths of nxankind. . 

P. b42. ** You cannot suppose' God tvould enter into a 
« fresh covenajit with a rebel.” jt both suppose and. know 
he did. made the new covenant with !^st, and 
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L'J!!l!life*'*f*r******‘**^^ f ‘ II 1 *^ 

charg^ed him wirh the pertormaucc ttw condirions. I 
deny both those assertio », whieh are the central ix) nt 
wherein Caivintsm and Xmin'iinianbrn nwet. “ / Im c 
** made a cotetianf tvi*lt mv (//r>w with OukhI 

mu iervmt. So Goo Inin^Mt * it. 

P. 362. “ He will wiwh yo i ' i ih • Mood which atones 
** ai cl invest you mih the right' oiwie s w'nch j »stifies."i— • 
Whv !>iiou1(i you thui cootinu ilK ,)'it a.a der, what Goo 
has jiHned ? 

P. 440 “ God hi'nsoU' at tht 1 i’ll day priinoonces them 
riifhteous, because t'a V are iiittrcstel in the ubcdtence 
of 'the Redeemer R it'iei, iccaase tuey are washed in h»s 
bIo<*d, and renewed bv Ihn s mt 

Vfon the whol , I laiiuot bit wish, that tb^an of 
these dialogues liao t'l. .i ' . ' et .1 in a di^rcOt manner.— 
Most of the grand tjui of ihristiaiuty aK* hdtrin b<)th ex* 
plained and [.roved wnh great strength and clearness. Why 
\sas ans thing intermixt, wlnsh could prevent any serh'us 
chnsuao’* recommending them to all nm ikird ? Any thing 
whitli mu>t necessarily render them exceptionable, to so 
mam thousands of the children ot Goo ? In pr..ttical 
writings I studiously ab>taln from the very shadow ot con* 
troversy. N.ty, even in controversial, I do not knowingly 
write one line, to which any but my opponent W(mM ob* 

' ject. For opiniom shall 1 destroy the work of God? Then 
am I a big^t indeed. Much mote, if 1 wouid not drop 
dny nmde of erprmion, rather than offend either Jew or 
Gentiitti or the Church of Gpd,. I sm>, 

W'itb great sincerity, 

Deaf Sir, 

Your affectionate Brother and Servant, 

J. W 






« 

LETTERS 

TO imw 

Kcvcrend Mr. John Weslev. 
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1 Received the letter you mention, containing 
remarks on the dialogues between 'llieron and Aspasio. — 
As after a careful perusal, I saw very little reason to alter 
my sentiments, 1 laid aside your epistle without returning 
an answer, in hopes that my silence (which it seems you 
mistook tor obstinacy) would most emphatically speak my 
advice ^ which, had it been expressed more plainly, woMld 
have been delivered in the Apostle’s words, that ye study, 
or make it your ambition, to be quiet ‘ 

Since you have, by printing these remarks, summotfed tw, 
though reluctant, to the bar of the public, ^it should sedn, 
that I ought not to discredit the truth once delivered to the 
sainttl, by a timid silence { and I am the more willing to 
answer for myself, as 1 have now the privilege of an unprc<» 
^odiced tudge, and an im^iaitial jury. — ^If my defence should 
bft lost on my opponent, it may possibly make some useful 
impressions on the court, and candid audience. 1 lowcver, 
1 will not absosutely despair of convincing » Mr. Wedey 
himself, because it is written, give adixtonition to a wise 
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m ip, and lie will vei be wiser *. On iotiie vffv tnoment- 
oii-< a'ul ’n*etest'‘n(' point', I may probably be it little more 
cop'oui than the strict la«s of artjnricnt detnand, in order 
to exhibit some of the s^reai triidis of the qospel, in so 
clear a ln»hf, that he nn ro who read<'th them ; in so ami- 
able and u.vitn ;; a li^h^ that tue belie -er may rejoice iti 
them, and the m,i < > m » ! >.1:^ for then, For such digres- 
sions, I pron.i'i 1 \svlt ail pardon, both from yourself 
and the reader 

Thus you open the dib, if “ in the second dialogue, 

** n( t the description o‘ti i o hli/ni 1 , the language too 
stifl and aflcctcd ?” I iiiu>t lon'i s-. Sr tiis animadversi- 
*on seems to be as just, as tl • prai> a k'i vou have here, * 
and elsewhere bestOMcd, aiipi- o" to l‘i‘ lavnh : the lormor, 
if not more plc.ising, may be no lc^^ soniceable than the 
latter; toi both I acknowledge invsclf your debtor, and if 
ever I attempt any thing m ire in the capacity of an author, 

I will be sure to keep my eye fixed on the caution you have 
given. 

I am sorry that (he nevt words bring on a complaint, so 
close to my acknowledgment, “^oucite the pages ac- 
“ cording to the Dublin editior, having wrote toe rough 
draught of what follows in Ireland.” But should you 
not, in complaiNanee to your readers on this side the water, 
base referred to the pages of the English edition ? For want 
of such reference, there is hardly distinction cnot^gh, in 
some places, to know which are your words, and which are 
Aspasio’s.^ Should you not also, injustice to the author, 
nefore you tianscribed the rough draught for the press, have 
consulted the last edition of his work ? Which you well 
knew V as not the copv, from which the Irish impression 
was taken, yet might reasonably suppose to be the least in- 
accuidto. 

When I read your next paragraph, I am struck wjtb raver- 
cnci, I am ashamed and almost astoiiKhed, at thf littleness 
of the ptcoeding observations: sttfinessoi styleitmdathou- 
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sandwich wh?t are i'k’v all comn-wd with }u\tifiia- 

Uon bcf*)rc tSs infinite and i nm real (iOD? IVi-. is a sub* 
icet .that coninttarKU our nn<* av\*ul regard* a blessina; t at 
should towage our whole atietuiou. As this is the grand 
article to tt>iiic under out coi idi i ition, I would deure to 
maintain <01 inc» ssant depen 1 ti » 1 t'lc divine SPIRIT* 
that mv thoughts mav he inM . >'.d mv pen guided by 

the wisdom wliich cometh b » 1 e i , thit I oiay neither 
peivcrt the truth. In’ a’u cir<»' o >> ' pr>. 'ntauoDS,nor dls* 
honor it bv an 'inclnisti in ti .. n. It w. add be easy to 
make Uic of bitter satiu , pi ' d iainfulitony,theconteinp- 
1 1 las sne'er, or the in h 'i ' t tr >\\ n —And indeedj Sir, v’ou 
Inic lid vourse!. o »mi i > cieiy atttack ot this Undj but 
these are not the \\i apo.is oi a (.hiist tan’s welfare, 

Son Defeimribits >s0\ 

we are to give a reason of the hope that is In us, w 7 // ntefk’ 
7ifs* and feir; weeine'v, w t'l regard to those who inteiro- 
gate or o|),k)sc us; fear, with regard to aiu, whose cause 
we plead, ami whos* c^o is ever ui>o»us. “ Is jiistificatbn, 

« you sav, inoic or less, thanGOD’s juirdoningand accept- 
“ ing a sinner, through the uiefits of CHRIS f?” X some- 
wharwondcr, Sir, tliat sou should ask this question, when 
it is pr if'sseJIv answered bv kspasio, whi Ins pr<\*ented 
yuu with a very circumstantial definition 01 justificaiion, 
explaining it, establiviing it, and obviating v'veinl objecti- 
ons advanced a»atW'»t ‘t- would animadvert with 

spiru and force, or indeed to any considerable pur|>ose, 
should you not lav open the impropriety pf this definition, 
iiieWing from reason and scripture, that k is neither accu- 
rate nor orthodox i 

Atjipges 19, 50, the reader may see Aspasio’s account 
<)f justification, and find the words imputation and rig’ue- 
ousw:» of CHRIST, particularly explained. The l.itter 
denoting* ad the various instances of bis active and pas- 
♦* sive otedicnce” accuMingly it is aflSrmed (page 5 i) 
« the pumshment we iles^vcd, endures, the obedience 
“ which vve owed, he folfib.*''— What Aspasto here profes- 
ses to understand by the /i|hteousne 5 $ of CHRIST, the 
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re iHer f$ requested to bear m hi$ mCttiory, that 

he be not tni tied by Mr. IVeste^^ who yfito forjteM It* and 
complains when the rlghteouviesof CnHlSTisme.’tioned, 
that his pcinl sufftTin^s an* quite omitted. I would not 
wish, Sir, to have « pi nrur proof, that you do not discard 
the aotire, than Xtoai) lui'* hereby given, that he nevcf 
excludes th<* f) I su e 

By your qu 't" >>, \ m hint a dislike, vet without inform- 
ing us vs'hat It I , or wherein AspasioS illustrations and 
proofs are defiviont. \ on pr jposc, and onhi propose, ano- 
ther dclimtion. Well th( n, to dilh'r trom vou as little as 
possible, inv, to agree with vou, as far as truth will pemi't, 
since you are so loth to ad uit of our represent i*nn, we 
will excede to vours ; cs[)eci dlv if it he s<< ne wli it e vplfiin- 
ed, and a little improved F >r indec'’ the words, in then 
present form, are rather too vague to (constitute any dclint- 
tion. PardoHUiii and accepting may happen to be only db 
versified expu‘5>sions ot the same idei. 'I'he merit t of 
C7//f/-V/'vvill certanly comport, cither with or 
■Soanuni notions. It abounds in writers of the fwriper sort, 
and it is to be found in the latter. Therefore, to be more 
explicit bv pariiomn^t I mean GOD’s acquitting a sinner 
from guilt ut every kind, and of every degree. By accept^ 
iniii 1 mean ‘■till more, GOlVs receiving him into full fa- 
vor, cons diiing and treating him as rigntous, yea perfect- 
ly and gloriously righteous. — By the mii/s ot CIlntSi\ I 
would alwais be supposed to signify, lits active anti uasstve 
obedience, all that he vvrought, and all that he suffered, fur 
the salvation of nunkiiid*. Interested m all this, the be- 
liever enters into the tlivine presence, and stands before the 
divine M \JKSl Y--Xot like.iland’j .\nibassadors, steal- 
ing thcniM'Ket into Jeri ho ,* sate indeed, but w ith the marks 
ot Aminonitish inMilts on their persons: he rather enters 
like that illustrious exile, Joseph, into the jir'scnee of 
raoh, wIkii his prison garments were taken from turn, ahd 
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he wa« ^raye4 iti of fiM linen, meet for the shoul- 

ders of those Whti appear before kiiigs With this expli- 
cating I am couteni tbat_yo«r d*. Bnition take place of m.ne. 

1 would farther obs* rve, that you have dropt the word /wi- 
pukd, wliuh inclines me to su pect, you would cashier the 
thing, i ut let me ask, Sir, how can wc be justified by the 
nieiits of CliKlSr, unless they aic iinputeJto us? Would 
the puxnent made by a surety, procure a discharge for the 
debtor, unless it w .is placed to Ins account ? It t> certain, 
the sacrifices of old could n<.l make an atonement, uiilesi 
ti-,cy vynre imputed to each offerer lespe.tively. This was 
. I ordinance settled by JKIIOVikH himself*. And were 
not tfu* sacrifices, was not their imputation typical of 
ril.Rl'>r, and things pertaining to CHRIST? The forincf 
prchg'iring his all-sulticieiii expiatam, tne latter shadowing 
forth tiie way wiiertby wc are partakers of its efficacy.—* 
Jhe nghteousm^s (not the righteousness ■and, obedience, 
Aspasio Speaks ot'iersvi,e) which CHRIST performed is 
reckoned by COD as our own. This you tall an uinbigu- 
ou» expression, but, if considered in conjuiKtion with the 
foregoing and following euiargetnents, I should think can 
liardly dtacne the charge. Aspasio all along labours to be 
Uiidetsiood. In this place he more fully opens his meaning 
by giving anottier view ot the nature, and by specifying 
the eftcits of imput-ition. I'hc na/wre, —it being the same 
as placing to our account something not our own f . Tne 
effects,- CHRIST’S righteousness, thus plated to our ac- 
count, being as eficctuat tor obtaining our salvatiu , as if it 
was our own personal qualnitation To the latter you 
exprcvsty agree, to the furiuer y<m make no objection : to 
the whole doctri e, thus explained, you elsewhere declare 
your Basent. 

It in alt this we may depend upon you, Sir, mu .t wc not 
feel an alarming sitock at your adjuration m the m xi para- 
Ifraph i 
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“ F ir CHRIST « sake do not” vvhat ? Sahfly nothing 
less tan excite or justify thi» \ elwment exeJtwftirtion, Imttbe 
obtrusion of woie doctrine, ihit is most glaringly fiilse and 
ubsolutelv damnablCi Sh lii we have %uch a solemn (iring, 
^ocha thunder of ej])!* ion, only t) s ience a particular 

1 >hra>el Inanolh r ptiMo this would h'k like profane 
^hyj in Mr. b m/h/, t t <oftest apoelh’i m we can give 
it, is idle pomp— ah t i. climur men Iv against words! 
words too, the ». splitation ol u lii< h, an 1 the dot tnae con- 
tained in them, vourM.lt allow Dear SV, whit is a word 
or a phrase 1 Can it do eithf ; o I oi harm, but asconvey- 
iog right or wrong sennnKnuJ* Uul the mere pron Mind- 
ing 01 bearing of a word it . u i labra, or Higga, m 
Selah, Of iiAputed) with mu it> iji i, p ms )n the pniiciplesot 
men, and induce them to woil. all unc! anness with giec- 
ditiess? As you have b(.en linng without an eictny 
is owned tor an alb) so you seem to he triumph- 
ing without a victory. Aspasi >\ chariiv for those who are 
disgustc I at the expression, and base no explicit know- 
ledg** ot the doctrine, is guarded bv the words im nedtatc- 
]y following— )et live under the belief of the truth, and 
“ in the exercise of the duty/’ as well as by the annexed 
tiescription of the persons and their temper ; who arc tar 
enough from fancying, that if they may but be pardoned 
fur the sake of CHRI’>r, they can obtain the divtne favor, 
and a title to future happiness, by the r own good beliavi- 
onr. lienee ft will appear, that he has been loo cautious, 
to part with the very thing for Which he is contending,-— 
And this is more abuiidantly evident, from the close of his 
dim if able paragraph, whereut, t^^h he allows utdh peo* 
pjetobesafet yet he laments itmar embartasi, aiuj ^hr 
deiicicncy in light, strength, and conSbiation. The«phrase 
is not scriptural.” Suppose ft Were not, this 
fold blit a slight reason, tor $0 p^ssiotpe an outmt 
h\u', thi. is certain, St Paul, uses the phrase, UOP 
efii*, wul that nshteoui mi§htk wapttftrrff, K^*iSK 
possible, that thete should be righteousness yet 
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not an impiUcfl rijjhtcon^npss ? To a«sert Ihw mjst arvie 
ettherawonderfal lubtMt' refincm'nt, oranexm* Iiiv, ,ti )ng 
prejudice. “ It is not ner( s-tv Perhap-* s.o, iJoi 's it 
not necessary Mr. 7{V»/<f/ sh ui 1 eitVr infon.) i'>, wliit 
sense of the phrase It is, which Iv -ijiorehends so liktly to 
mislead men, «r else, instead >i «.\sl .’n^'a^.un t \spas'i«>, 

should join all his ’orce v !ih hon, o l> ri n Ic 'r that ^emte 
Vihich they b>Ui cs[ cui c ? ** It 'ns (' i i o hurt ** 

"When we ate met'e sen-d Io /.i ti| > i.,, \i . , m. Indeed of 

anv real, hurt 'h)'u* h toe t>' la '• i , v hei] we see 
thos»* who didihe i' > r.iiaii\ n I( r s 'nti-nciBjt c' • 
j'rcssod in oth* r \\ h ' , we n It’ o loiuenl to resign It 

lur its cqiiivaK 'll, ?f ' / < < ; ( ui, oifr (ic- 

conn*, — as' cfflnlnd n /(/<./ 'irviiil qualtficut ton, — 
1 ill fchen we imist ^ni 'ul the ta-. 1 1 lor t. <' take of the jo\v- 
cl. We prslcr the vs<«. j no iiu 1, t)vi co'e it says inoretji, 
once, than anv other leim we kn'os. and because we are 
aware of a common practite us’d 'n . I1 a(;c>t, b^ the op- 
posers of sound (hKtiine. Thi y (a. ti“nd a Aalonh ajiinsl 
the ph:asc, that by biinf^ins; this iiT'o dis.ise, they may c.i ise 
that to be forgotten. Shall vve not then dispute fc r iniput* 
in?, lighteousncis ? Yes, Sir, we must dispute, both for the 
t'octiine and for the phrase, since there are per»Qnt W’ho 
openly stiike at the one, and we fear witli u view (o sup- 
plant the other. Shall we not dispute lor hiipiifed ifffhte- 
ousness — though thp wmds are a grand pccuh tiity or the 
scriptures, and the thing the very '.pirit and essence of the 
gospel? Not dispute for that which is betUr to us ‘inneti 
than all worlds, better than our hearts could wish, or ouc 
thoughts conceive ; which in short i$ ih,e b* sf, trie noblest;; 
tlte compIetiNt gift, that OOD, himself can heslow ' 

When such a gift, and such k rightoousiK'‘>‘» i-* the snliject 
of disputation, we must not gJ^ place, no, »/o' i»ritiih ir : 
we must maintain ifs maichlesii excellency, so long as o'C 
have any breath, or any being. We must say in <'n cf o i- 
pjsition to your fervent bututmdvised zeal, “ lot t^.l lit 1 . 1 'y 
“ sake'” let us cnnteivd eat nestty lor imputed ri^liicoiij.i'' - ; 
because it il$ the brightest jewel in hi§ c^euatorut-erv-wn.-t' 
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“ For the 'take of immortal kouIs,*' let us bold lost and hold 
forth this precious truth ; because it yields the strongest 
tf>iisol.>tiou to the guilty con«.dence, and htrnbhes the most 
« ndcating, a» well as the most prevailing inducement to 
uuivrfjiil obedience. 

“ 'I'o asciilie pardon to (’IIRISTs passive, eternal life 
** to his active obetlienie, is tancitul rather than judicious." 
The remark »•' jn-t , not '.o the quotation ; Aspasio is some • 
vrhat disfigured bv '<<ur distortion of his features; he line's 
a little, by y )nr disKK.'tum of a limb. There is iu his lan- 
guage, guaid en< u"h to iheck every attempt, cither to <b>* 
solve the union, or s('\( r the coageney, of tlje different parts 
of our lord’s nghfoonsnexs. 

But let us give .Xsp.i'ii > .i l.i'i hemintr, thus he expresst : 
himself,** to divide them the .ictivo .uid nasMve righteous- 
** ness) into detai 1 1 d jx itious. ludeju ni"' -it on each other, 

** seems to be fan* itul i. niter than judicioti',." To divide 
into detached portions, is more tiian to distinguish between 
the one and the otlier. i be latter Aspasio practises, the 
former he disavows. ** Independent of each other"— do 
these wolds stand lor nothing? Have they no meaning, 
that here j on shew them no rcg.nd, and never rceollect 
them throughout )onr whole tpisllc? Had you limiortd 
thtiu with .'luy degree ot notue, several of your objections 
must have been piecluded, aud ‘.I the more candid reader 
pltfjvcs to bi <ir tiiem m menioiv, several of your objections, 
will at tt V vtry fitst view, fall to the ground. Besides, the 
pxrson who tells us, the casv* secfiis to be so, is not so pe« 
reniptoi v , as he wh,» roundly a.ffnms it to be so ; the form- 
er is all 11 at Aspasio has ndvanicd. 'I’lunigh I am willing 
that you shiaild tern ct his style, yet I muat beg ol you. 
Sir, noi to moke iiim quite s» pothiive ; let him have the 
satisf.Kiio.i of being modest, even where Ik* has the misfor- 
tune, 1.1 vour opinion at least, to be erroneous. 

‘* C'HR IS I'j universal obedience ftom his birth tobh 
''ll. is the one loundation of my hope," says Asuaski. 
'1(1 whuli vou assent, and with a laudable veheraeiKe, re- 
pb , “ tills IS ulUiucstsonaMy right." 1 wish,S.r,you would 
jrovkrMHu woids behi’.c you speak, at least before you 
pii. t, tl.^icimv be something lixed and certaio^on 
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which we may depend, and by which you will abid«. One 
would think,' after this acknowledgment, pronounced w^rli 
such .an air of solemnity, you could never so tar forget 
yourself, as to open your mouth against the obedience, the , 
universal obedience of CHRIS T, wlfich surely must include 
both what he wrought, and what he suffered. Yoiiconfd^’ 
it to be your foundation,— the found iiion of your hope, 
the only foundation of your hope ; can yon then, withuuk 
the most amazing inconsistency, cither \a ish to secrete the' 
doctrine, of offer to discountenance the expression ? 

There is no manner of need to make the imputation 
“ of CHRIST’S active righteousness a separate head of 

discourse,” — No manner of need, even tnou^h you de- 
clare, that this active righteousness, together with the ex- 
piatory death, is tlie only foundation ' of your hope ! can. 
you think it possible to tresit of such a topic toq particular- 
ly, too distinctly, too minutely ? — Aspasio has shewn the 
need, or assigned the reason for this method of hrmdlinif 
the subject; because it sets the fulness of our LORO’^ 
merit in the clearest light, and gives the completcst honoy* 
to GOD’s holy law. Have you alledged any thing to 
prove, or so much as to invalidate his plea ? Ought not thi^ 
to have been done before your aisertion can be valid, or 
even decent ? 

Besides, are there not persons in the world, who fo)!$y 
imagine, that if they can but have pardon through CaiR ta^j,' 
they shall by their own doings secure eternal life ? When 
fuch persons are in danger of overlooking the active obe4t-i 
ence of the REDEEMER, why should Vou not for tlklf 
sakes allow us to make the imputation of^ his righteousnCsi$ 
«* a separate head of discourse ?** Tltat, seeing the tran- 
scendent perfection of CHR^T’s work, they may ceise 
from confiding in their own lest it be said to them ano- 
ther day, I will deckle thy ttghteouxness, and thy wor/c^ 
that for the grand purpose of justification, they ahull not 
projttheef. 
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A'/c iiuist therefore take leave to dwell upon the active 
ric;)itfnusness of our T^ARO; we must display its perfcrti- 
tii., in oj)poi,ition to all the vain pretensions ot human qua- 
lificatio'is, cncleavciirs, or attainments; we must demon- 
biratc i at :i> the beavi iis arc higher than the earth, so is 
this divine t-hedi rce !ii;;lier than ail the works of the chil- 
dren ot m -n. Yt a, so transcendent in itielf, and absolute- 
ly perfect, a.s to Iw incapable of any augmentation. All 
the gboa deeds of al! the saint-J, could they be added to it, 
would not increase in any decree i:s justifying efficacy, it 
is like rII the other works of (jOD, concerning which we 
aie told, noflun<^ am ir nddal to them. I’liis brings to jny 
•j^niembrancc a inoM biantitul, atid sublime repicsentation, 
which you must have read in tiie evangelical prophet, every 
f alley shall be exalted, and eveiy vioiinialn and hill sha l be 
made lozo, and the erooLed shall be made straight, and the 
, places plum, and ihc plory of the LOUD shall be re- 
‘Wated, and all /les/i shall see it together. Here mountains 
are demolished, valleys are elevated, and the earth is leveJi- 
/.ed into a spacious plain on purpose to accomplish what 
,il«r. If 'esley supposes unnecessary; on purpose to give the 
■jjTOOst clear, full, striking view of the great REDEEMER, 
of his wonderful person, and glorious work ; that he alone 
imiy be distinguished anef exalted ; may walk majestic and 
consjiicuous through the midst of mankind, as being singly 
ufld completely sutficient for the recovery of sinners, loat 
all fleth, not Jews only, but Gentiles also j not men of rc- 
jputatipn only, but the meanest of mortals, the most infa- 
ipous of wretches, may together see his glory, may on equal 
^und, wiliruut any pre-eminence of one above another, 

, contemplate and partake of his precious death and perfect 
righteousness, which ate the one object of divine compHi' 
cency, and the sovereign glory df the LORD 
: "RR. Ac cording to the import of this magnificient pi^of 
. •imc.gery, all the dilTercnces th^t subsist between ohcmaii 
, and another are abolished ; nothing but CHRlST'iind bis 
complete work are proposed, .as me cause of Justification 
iwid the ground of hope. Faith, beholds nothing but'the* 
^iyine JESUS ; it never enquires, what have I done. ? what 
IhRye X surtcred ? but wliat nas that most illustrious petnoiv> 
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ajje done, and what suffered ? What has JEHOA'AII ma« 
nifestedin our nature, urouiihf for the benefit and redemp- 
tion t)f sinners ? Faith is never weary of viewing or r.^view- 
either theacli\eand passive obedience of IMMANU- 
FJ.. Faith will declare, that ncitiier of these points can be 
Sit forth in too strong, or too recommending a lieht. 
Faith is ever desiring to see more ami more of the SA^I- 
worthiness, tliat the soul may rejoice in his excel* 
lency, anil be filled with all his fulness 

^^ay you, dcat Sir, abound in thii faith, and live under 
such views ol <j()l) our S W’lOUR ; then 1 flatter myself 
you will be divatis'icd with your present opinion, audinot 
be disgusted at the Ircedom ol speech, used by 

-Yours, StCj, 
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Rev. Sir, 

I AM particularly pleased at my entrance on tht* 
epistle, because it presents me with a view of Mr. Wple^ 
in very good humour, instead of rebuking, he commends. 

1 le puts off the frown of censure, for the smile of approba- 
tion, I hope to fellow the amiable example. To approve 
and applaud, whereever opportunity offers, and truth per- 
mits. And though I shall be sometimes obliged to oppose 
or refuse ; yet, I shall do both with all the tenderness and 
lenity, which may consist with a proper vindication of the 
truth, 

“ The thiid and fourth dialogues contain an admirable 
“ illustration and confirmation of tlie great doctrine of 
“ CHRIST’S satisfaction.” — ^This is generously acknow- 
ledged, Yet even here it so unhappily falls out, that com- 
plaisance gets the start of judgement. Didyou advert Sir, 
to the state of the controversy, or see the consequedee of 
Aspasio’s arguing, you must cither give up a favourite tenet, 
or else dissent from his doctrine. 

Jspasio maintains, that CHRIST’s sufferings were pu- 
nishment ; real, proper punishment. Now could CHRIS 1’^ 
an inrrocent person, be punished, without bearing s,in ; the 
very sin of others ? Could CHRIST, a divine person, bear 
the sin of <dhcrs, and not do it perfectly away ! Or can 
they, whose guilt was punished m CHRIST, andwho.se 
sin is perfectly done away by CHRIST, can they perisli. 
eternally ? ? But I forbear. Yourself and the Judicioua 
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will ea^ilv apprehend my meanihg, and discern the p.mit, 
to which these quciti^ns lead All the benefit I proipose by 
this remark, is, to eoiivince Mr. I’/et/cy, that he it not in- 
capable of a mistake— That he has iripiied a little, in what 
he commends, a’ld ihcrefore may possibly make a false step, 
in what he cum/ r it. 

Unless I may lx- allowed to propose this additional ad- 
vantage, the re:tiivin;5 an impronriety in some people’s ap- 

J rehensions, conccni'iig our LORD’s vuarious sufferings, 
t is usual to .say, “ he bore the p'lnidim nt. not the guilt ; 
‘‘ the penalty, not the fault.” WMcli seems to be a dis- 
tinction, more scrupulous than ju<l vious. .\nswers no 
other end, but that ot derogating from ourKEDEE.MER's 
grace, and weakening the loundaiion of our hopes. 

The guilt of sin, I take to be what the Apostle calls, the 
transgression of the lavv. From hence arises th obligation 
to punishment. I'liis guilt, our LORD so truly boroi 
that he was no less liable to the arrest of justice, and the 
infliction of vengeance, than if he himself had committed 
the most enormous crimes.— He bare, says the I IOTA’ 
GHOST, the sin of many. But punishment cannot be 
reckoned the oame as sin, any more than wages can be ac. 
counted the same as wort. If then our LORD bore sin 
itself, he inu>t bear every thing criminal, that is included 
in it i no chcuiustonce of demerit or aggravation except- 
ed. 

He bore the fault, therefoic he makes us without fault in 
the sight of GOD j and will present us faultless before the 
throne, with exceeding joy.— He bore the guilt— Therefore 
our LORD’S sufferings were real punishment, justly inflict- 
ed by the supreme JUDGE, and, on principles of justice, 
discharge us from all punishment whatever. He bore the 
filth,— therefore he felt, what those wretched souh endurp, 
who die in their iniquities ; his eternal FATHER forsook 
him, and hid his face from him as fri;«n an abominable 
object. 

Ibis renders our SAVIOUR’S propitiation, great, won* 
derful, glorious. Seeing this, believing this, we have no* 
tiling to fear.^ ^nsctcncc is satisfied, and the accpsey^ 
the brethren is silenced, i^otblng can be laid to oui 
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b’- ti.e righteous hw, and nothing remains to' awaken the 
inilignarM)n of the righteous JL 1)0 K.— Whereas, it this 
V JH not done, ue have reason to be terribly apprehensive. 

I CMivlSr bore not the guilt, then sin .ers most bear it in 
ti.cirovvn persons; it !.e took not awav tlie lilih; then it 
rr ut lie on transgr^svirs, anl renter t'leti 1 >.Uhs nn • for 
ever. II' the lault n'as imt traii'lerretl to him, men it must 
abide upon U', aod be our everla-.ting roin. 

Xe.Ther doe-< this 'loari'..- in atu <le -ee d.-.nrt from our 
S WiOUR’s di ': -v. 1: r.-.ther gnco him ;1 e .onor dud 

unto his name, J LSUS. As in tsic scales ot a balance, the 
lovt er the one descends, the hig o r the other in lunts, so the 
deeoer our MKDI A I0;\’s humiliation sinks, to the mure 
exalted height does his gl iry rise, ihe more horrible the 
coiiiiition to svhich he submiiteci, the m'^re illustriously tiis 
goodness shines, and the more clearly the perfection of hU 
work appears. 

Satintactiun was made to the divine l iw, says Aspasio. — ‘ 
** 1 do not remember any sucli expression in scrijiture,’ re- 
plies iVlr. Wesley. — Bjt do you not remoinher th s exjir- s- 
bioii in the epistle to the Claiatians, CilRiSi was made 
under the law * ? Why was he mavle under the law, but to 
fulfil its precepts, and undergo its penalty ? And is not this 
a satisfaction to its dcmamls? 

ihe treth is, the divine law was violated by our sins.^ It 
was absolutely imp.iisible for us to make aiiy reparation, 
therefore CHRIS I in our nature and in our stead submit- 
ted to Its obligations, th u ho might magnify ili irjurM au- 
thorit), and rendi r it in the highest degree vancrable : might 
make even its tremendous sanctions and rigorous r equire- 
ment!!, the very bads of grace, mercy, aiul p.Mce. — -Uo ine' 
ly noble coniriv,ince ! unspeakably precious cxp ’dleiit ! 
this means, vengeance and tiirbearance h ive met toj^c her ; 
wrath and love have kissed each other, in the reuempti >n 
of sinners. Tne law says, 1 am tultnied. Justice says, I 
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am satisfied. While both concur to expedite and ascertain 
the salvation of a b iiever. 

“ This wav of spcakin<» of the law, as a person injured, 

** to be sat '-fie 1, seems Ivirdly defensible.” Does not the 
Apostle .speak of the la v ns person.^ A person thatliveth*, 
to whom some are rnaf'pd, and to whom others are dead ? 
Aspasio will ahsais think himself, and his manner ef speak- 
inpf suffi''iently defensible, so long as he has the apostolical 
practice for his precedent. 

Having such a precedent he wants no other ; otheiwise 
he might plead the authority of Mr. Jolin Wesley ; who in 
his explanatory notes on the new te.stament, says — “ the 
“ law is here spoken of (by a common figure) as a person, 

“ to wliich as to an husband, life and death arc a.scribed f.” 
And if the laiv be an husband, may not an husband be in- 
jured ? May not an injured husband insist upon being sa- 
tisfied ? 

“ All the benefits of the new covemnt are the purcha.se 
“ of CHRIS'Ps blood,” this is Aspasio’s belief. To this 
you assent, “ surely they are ." — With pleasure I should re- 
ceive your suffrage, was 1 not afraid tliat this is your mean- 
ing ; they are so the purchase of his blond, as not to have 
any dependence on, or any connection with, his most per- 
fect obedience. I was alarmed by the close ot your last 
paragraph, and my suspicions are increased by the follow- 
ing negative interrogation ; “ after this has been fullv prov- 
ed, where is tlie need, where is the use of contcivding so 
strenuously, lor the imputation of his righteousness?” 
Jspa^io has iniornicd you, Sir, in the second dialogue. — 
He has there .shewn the advantage of unfolding, circum- 
stantially and ccpiouslv, this momentous truth — 'I'o give 
you farther satisl.'ciion, he has quoted the words of an emi- 
nent divine, ot which the loilowing are a part, — “w'hoever 
“ rejects the doctrine of the imputation of ourSAVIOUR’s 
“ righteousness to man, dues, by so doing, reject the impu- 
“ tation of man’s sin to our SAVIOUR, and all the conse- 
‘quences of it.” — If you arc not satisfied with Mr. Staynoe's 
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reasons, vou are remitted to St. Paul, In Rom. v (a chap- 
ter of 'distinguished dignity and importance) he teaches 
mankind that CHRIST died for the ungodiv ; that w'c are 
justified through I'is are saved from wrath by his dctz/A. 
After all this h.ad been tully proved, where was the need, 
vhere w•a^ the use of insisting largely upon that obedience 
of ONE by \^llich manv ate made * righteous? Or upon 
that righteousness of ONE, which is imputed to many for 
justification of life? Yet tins the inspired writer evidentljr 
does. 

Answer the foregoing question, in behalf of the Apostle, 
and you w ill answer it in behalf of Aspasio. Or if you de- 
cline the office, give me leave. Sir, to answer it on behalf 
of them both. The blood <tf CHRIST is never considered 
as indeijendent on, or detached irom,lhe righteousness of 
CHRIST. 'J hey united their hlessed efficacy in accoin- 
pli'hing the work of our redemption ; we alwars look upon 
them as a grand and glorious aggregate, in their agency in- 
separable, though in mediation uistinguisliaMc. Being 
thus distinguishable, at projicr times, wc meditate upon 
each distinctly. We display each with all the particularity 
possible, and cannot but ccntei.d for the imputation of one, 
as well as of the other, 'l i e farther wc dig into either of 
these spiritual mines, the greater ♦und of treasures we dis- 
cover. The more wc glorify the SAVIOUiv, the more we 
strengthen faith, and the greeter additioii we make to our 
comfort, our peace, onr jov. 

Aspasio aiquircs ; if CHRIST was our substitute as to 
penal suffering, why not as to jcsiitv'iig jsbcdience ? You 
reply — “ the former is c:^ pi esslv a^'-cued in scripture, the 
“ latter is not exprt-s-iy a.'-srr/ni there.” A small inaccu- 
racy here; Sir! the lonv.er is no more a scr.plure expressi- 
on, than the latter; vviiile tlie hitter is no less the doctrine 
and sense of scripture than the f.irmcr.— A little piece of 
fijrgetfulncss likewise ! since you ju- t novv acknowledged, 
that “ CHRIST’S universal obedience was t .e onr fouiid.a- 

tioD of }our hope.” But how' can ills oocdiv.ncc be any 
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f •iindati'Jii of vour h >r>r, if in thi' cap icity he was ■ ot.your 
Take awav th'* rircurnsran. oi ‘.ubsiitution, 
ari'i rhfrc is no more ^roMnJ f>i‘ I 'lii!' r-'i ce on the obc* 
drc, i <’ • • ( j < i.’i 1 jan f >r yr.wr reliaiiccon rheohcdience 
©•'Cabiiei. vi ■ :•( made the ri^hteo^''.!less of GOD, be- 
cause w e arc IN him, as onr pmxv and our head. Because 
he wrought the justifying rightcousjiess, not only in our na- 
ture but in our name, not only as our benefactor, but as 
our representative. 

As sin and misery- have abounded through the first 
** Adam^ mercy arid grace have much more abounded 
through the second. So that now none have* reason ‘to 
complain.’' Mere indeed we have Aspasio’s words, but 
in a patched and disfigured condition. One part taken 
from page 195, and another wrenched from page 191. t^et 
any one read the whole of those pstssages, and judge whe- 
ther they can be fairly applied to the doctrines of election 
•or predestination. Yet Mr. Wesley is resolved at all ad- 
ventures, w.th or without occasion, to introduce these sub- 
jects of deep and perplexed di.<iDutation. Therefore he re- 
plif’S, “ no, not if the second Adam died for all, otherwise 
** ail for whom he did not die, have great reason to com- 
plain.” 

Here, Sir, do you not force an inference from Aspasio's 
words, foreign to his design ? Me u speaking of those who 
betake themselves to Cl IRIS T, and arc recovered through 
his righteousness. Such per.-ons he particularly mentions. 
Of such alone he discourses ; without considering the case 
of others, who, despising, or neglecting the REDEEMER, 
reject the counsel of GOD against themselves. — Would it 
not be as edifying to the reader, and as agreeable to yonr 
office, if you should join with Aspaaio in (iisplaying the free 
superabundant, infinitely rich grace of our GOD ; aitoge- 
thcr as becoming t'lis, as to divert his aim, and retard bis 
steps, when he is pre-sing forwards to this prize ot our high 
calling in Ud R is r JESUS? 

Aspasio’s words are, “ when we betake ourselves to 
** CIIKIS r JKSUS, vee shaii find, that, as sin and misery 
** have aiiounded, Sic." Please to observe. Sir, how he 
limits hU discourse, consequently is obliged to defend no* 
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hut what 'Corresponds with such limitation, 
liad the Israelites aiiv cause to be d ssatisfied with the 
provision, made for their sustenance and their cure, when 
the serpent of brass was lifted up on the pole, and when 
the bread from heaven lay round about their tents ? No 
more have sinners anv rai««p to t ink themselves agf^rieved, 
w'hcn the salvation ol (iOD is evidently set before them in 
the gospel ; is brought to their very door, in the preaching 
of the word, and thev arc allowed, importuned, command- 
ed to receive it by faith. This is enough for me. Enough 
this for any transgressors, who want, not to gratify curiosi- 
tl, but to inherit life. — If they, or you, Sir, chuse to prjr 
further, ar.d to intrude into the divine secret--, I must leave 
yp to yourselves; saving, as I depart, “ the secret things 
“ belong unto the LORD our GOD; but those things 
“ which are revealed, belong unto us and our cliildren *. 

“ The whole world of believers.” — “ This is an expies- 
sion which never occurs in scriptuie ” — It affords me a 
' kind of presumptive proof, that, solid objections arc not at 
hand, when such shadows arc listed into the service.— I 
should be under no pain if you could prove your charge, be- 
yond all contradiction. To what would It amount f Why 
that Aspasio having occasion to mention a certain topic, 
happened not to make use of the very syllables and letters 
made use of in scripture. And do you or I, Sir, in all our 
sermons, journals, preservatives, and Christian l.braries, un- 
dertake to use none but scriptural expressions ^ Had we 
done this, one benefit might indeed have accrued to the 

S ublie. It would considerably have redused our volumes. 

lut I trifle as well as Mr. Wesley. You proceed to en- 
force your remonstrance, by adding — “ neither has the ex- 
pressiun any countenance from scripture.” I am really 
ashamed to detain our readers any longer upon so trivial a 
point. Therefore what 1 am going to reply, is only a word 
to yourself. You, Sir, can tell who it is tiiat aflirms in a 
certain hymn j 
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Foi*.v'. /Man ^ 

Il*s Anifh’d il*s paft— • 

The world is for^iv'n 
For JESUS'S fake. 

The tvorUl forgiven ! what, all the world ? Every child of 
Adaoif 'I iiev wh* believe no.' on CHRIST and died in 
Ihtir sins f 'I'i.is you cannc;t ntieai ; this > ou dare not assert ; 
this, I think, no mortal can suppose. You yourself there-, 
fore, by “ the world,” must intend “ the believing world 
and are you - fft- nds d at A:f'a^o for commenting on your 
text? For exjircshing plainly what is implied in your o\t^n 
words ? 

In the LOPD sHalt ail the h-juae of Israel he justified . — 
This text As)>aMO cjiiotcs, and accpjiesccb in the common 
version, upon which you aniniacivt-rr. “ It ought unques- 
“ tionably to be render'^e. /iwor/ArviKg/tthe LORD.” How 
liard is Aspasio’s lot ! it he docs not use the cxaci language 
ot scripture, he is criminal at your bar, witness the preced- 
ing objection ; if he does unc ilie exact language of scrip- 
ture, as in the presetii instaiue, you indite him for an erro- 
neous translation. So ti.at it is next to impossible to escape 
your censure. 

In the LORD, you affirm is not the pure language of 
scripture, it is a v\rong translation, “ and ought uiiC|iiebtion- 
ably to be rendered by or through the LORD.” Yet 
qtusquis adhunc uno partarn coUt asse minenam — Whoever 
has learnt Hebrew no more than a month, will assure our 
English reader, that the prefix is the very first word in the 
bible. Must it there be translated by or through the be- 
ginning?— If our young sthoiar have o:.ly his psalter, he 
can shew the same jiarticlc occurring three timts within the 
first verse. In the counsel — in the way — in the seat.— r 
Twice in the second verse ; his delignt is in the law— In 
his law will he exercise himselt. Three times more in the 
remainder of the Psalm, shall bring forth fruit in his season 
—shall not stand in judgement. Neither in the congrega- 
tion of the righteous. — Now Jet the English reader judge 
for himself, vvnether the Hebrew prefix n.ust unquestion- 
ably be rendered” in all these |>laces “ by or througtk” 
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Bv ©t through his season ! by or tlirough the congregation ! 
But I slop, there is no need to ap|)lv all the passages. Nei- 
ther is there any need of critical skill i;i languages, to de- 
termine concerning any one ot theni Co nmon sense in 
this case is suiBeiently qualiSt d o) he our critic and ur ar- 
bitrator. — I only wish, Sir, \i»u Ind prjduced the evidence 
for the corrected version. 1 hen the > uhiic might have seen 
Ou which side the balance were likeh- to turn ; and which 
wvr* the most cogent logic, “ Aspasio's doctrine, is tube ^ 

“ therefore the transiatiun is '^rong; or the translation is 
“ fair, therefore his doctrine is true.” 

• By this time, I believe, the utdearned reader will b' gin 
to discern, what degree of credit is due to your criticbms 
upon the original, and to your alieration of the common 
version, when they are supported bynoihing more, than 
your bare assertum --1 also begin t(» be apprehensive that 
our canvassing the sense of words, a.-id sifting the dead 
languages, will be n<» very agreeable enteri.iiument to any 
reader. I wdil therefore tor the tutiire l)e more concise in 
the execution of t!;is business} especially as I have here 
given a specimen of what might be done. I will try, if it 
is not possible, to animate what wdold otherwise be dull, 
and to blend godly edihing, wir t mljcai disquisition. 

Ye are complete in hii.i. With tl-is tiarciation also, Mr* 
Wesley finds tauit. “The wonts liter.iily rendered are, ye arc 
“ filled wi}!! him.” — I am ready to grant, that places may be 
found, where the preposition er mud be understood accord- 
ing to your sense. But then every one knows that this is 
not the native, obvious, literal meaning..; nor is there the 
least occasion to depart from the received interpretation, it 
is suitable to the context, and to the scope ui the whole 
epistle. 

However, we will suppose your criticism to be just. 
Does this destroy or enervate Aspasio’s argument ? Would 
you have one meaning contradict or suppu.ot the other ? 
“ Ye'arc filled with him, therefore yc arc nut complete in 
him Does the former sense' include oi hup 7 the lat* 
fer ? Can you, or I, or any one be filled with every requi- 
site for our recovery and happiness, yet not be complete ? 
seems therefore, you get nothing by this cTiticivn}, but 
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doing vif)Ience to the phrase, without any improvement' of 
the sense, or any advantage to your cause. 

“ I'he whole passage (vou affirm) relates to sanctifica* 

lion, not to justification.” Where is your proof, Sir, ? 
This we always expect. 7’his Mr. Wesley seldom, if ever 
condescends to give. “ Yes, he says, any unprejudiced 
reader may observe it.” A strange kind of proof ! reduci- 
ble to no figure in logic, unless there be a figure stilcd pre- 
sumption. W^as I to answ'^r for the unprejudiced reader, 1 
think he would observe the very reverse. 'I’he words of 
the Apostle are not a little forcible against your sense of the 
passage, as will appear from the transitive verb also. Trie 
next and the subsocjuent verses, we allow, relate to sancti- 
fication : if this verse does the same, such is the manner of 
the Apostle’s reasoning, “In whom ye are sanctified, in 
“ whom also ye are sanctified.” Whereas if the first clause 
denotes the justification of the Colossian converts through 
the righteousness of CHRIST, it the following periods de- 
acribe their sanctification, as a consequence of this most 
most happily operating privilege, then the reasoning is just, 
and the transition graceful. “ In him ye are completely 

justified, in him also ye arc truly sanctified.” 

The whole passage is calculated toteach us that CHRIST 
is the fulness of' our sufficiency. In him, and in him alone, 
there is enough to answer all the purposes of wisdom, righ- 
teousness, sanctification, and redemption. — It is intended 
likewise to admonish us, that we should rest satisfied with 
him alone, in opposition to all the fond invei tions of men ; 
who would introduce something else for the ground of ouf 
confidence, and the cause of our consolation, as though it 
was said ; — 

If indeed our LORD JESUS CHRIST had been an or- 
dinary person, or merely a created being, ye might well be 
ofiended at my doctrine. Ye might then with some colour 
of reason seek to the maxims of philosophy for wisdom, or 
to the works of the law for righteousness. But CHRIST 
is an immensely glorious person, for in him are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. CHRIST is an m* 
comparably exalted sovereign— for he is the bead of all 
principalities and powers. — ^Yea, CHRIST is the supreogla 
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incomr»relwT;s'bl«» JEHOVAH ; for iH Hfm dwflltth ail thi 
fulnesi of tlu GODHEAD bddlly. Being therefore trans- 
planted into him by faith* ye are complete; Paitakers of 
him *; ye hive every blessing hnd all good. Tliought can- 
not imagine, tiur desire craves any thing tattiief, greaterjt 
higher. 

Matchless privilege ! e?talted felicity ! O rtlay the kriow^ 
ledge of It, fill efur hearts vs the witters coteh thekbySsof thd 
sta ! then will we sing the hymn W'htcH once eicpresiicd' 
Ybur sentiments^ and tnll eapfesses minei; 

* * Join earth and hfSv'n to tIleA 

The LdK D our rl^jhieournel's. 

. The niyftery oT redemption thi*, ^ 

This the SAVIOUH’s ftrange defigti 
Man’s ofii'nce was counted hi*, 

Ours bis rigliteourneft dibiVe.' 

^ ’-f* 

in hiift complete we Ihinej 

His death, his life is niine i * , ^ ^ 

Fully am I juftified, 

Fi'ee from fin, and more fhaiti free; 

Guilt lefs, fince for me he died, 

Righteous, fihc6 he for mei 

The fext lately ijuoted froth jxaiah, Ispatf of apafilgTapift 
eminent for its dignity and usefulness. We then Consider- 
ed a fragment eff it in k critical view j let us Hu# exatittnl 


. * te 5 $. of hymni aod foiritiinl Aronymem^ ifidrtd, bat unfY^ally 

^ibed CO Mr. Wefley. In cMeexcellcrt ihim, how ftrongiy are the 

of the gba^l ! our ofToifea {» fully unpuici id CH.*t I^T, aa to accuuntrd lija» Mrs 

n^htrOttlnelt Id fuljy impelled to us, ,ia so be acedumed oiirb fo him w4 »re coilirp/old, 
'beaaoih fila mofi obtditttt lilr, aad hit ill-a^onini} dra^b are n'urs, , We ate J^*h)cU, noS 
IhrOftgli our rapeiiMice; or reformaiiaii* but becsdfe he hit diol foi ua Wo alv r«^tes 
oui| Jtec on tccooncof tay |Ticri or stKainmeraiof our own* bui breawie he hit livid fb^ 
fit To tbfie truths I mollcord/aliy Tubierthe This » ih^t good pld wine that'oi’Cf 
OMde a. Wefley*! h«rt gUd. He hisfiiMitnllcd iMw } but t hem hs wiU he hreu^ 
Oa;,«TW^ittiSiitt.” 
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the whole of it with a devotional spirit. Thus exami^iul;' 
I trust it will be no lunger a dry bone* but a fe:-'st dt fat 
things full of natron. Permit me to propose a correct 
translation of the original ; to add a short illustration of the 
meaning, and then take my leave for the present. 

** L^jok unto me and be saved all the ends of the earthy 
for 1 am GOO, and there is none eUe. myself have 
1 sworn, the word of righteousness goeth out of my 
“ CQoutl), the word shall not return To me every knee 
** shall bow, and every tongue shall swear*, saying, surely 
t in tbe LORD have 1 righteousness and strength. To 
** him shall men come, and all that arc offended in him, 
** shall be ashamed. In the LORD shall all the seed of 
** Israel be justified, and in him shall tney glory.” 

Here fhe SON of GOD presents h.mselt in all the glo- 
ries of his person, and all the the riches of his grace. Pre- 
sents himself, as the object of faith, and the author of sal* 
Vatiofi. To be received by sinners, without any recom- 
mending qualities, or any pre-eminence of one above ano* 
iher.^But hear hia»gracious words. 

Look unto me, wretched ruined transgressors, as the 
wounded Israelites looked unto the brazen serpent. Look 
onto me dying on the cross as your victim, and obeying 
the law as your surety. — Not by doing, but by looking and 
believing ; not by your own deeds, but by my works, and 
my sufferings, be .ye saicd. 'I'his is the mysterious but cer- 
tain wav of salvation. 'I'hus shail ve be delivered from 
guilt, rescued Iront hell, ar.d reconciled to GOD. Who 
are invited to partake ol this inestimable benefit ? All the 
ends of the earth. Peojde of every nation under heaven ; 
of everv station in life ; of every conuition and every cha- 
tacter, not except ng the chiefest of sinners. 


Shall 0*irc«'8nilit'on itema to dtlcnfitiniie ihe 4ivine fpreco herci 

ihc force ai.d atm i.ifhca tPf di^rnity ci the, p^ffagc, 1 appidieno J thUVAH 
tf flill tt>fi'ktii$, and in the vvoidt, thrioini vf the cnnfcflion, -d/ 

di&ittt th« wards of .tU oglb, rn WiAoli iuiiiers thcit c?crt Uic 

}^(9ncc ot hath. 
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It is possible that the obedience of one, ahould save iiK 
nnroerable millions ? It is not only possible but indubitable. 
For / am GQD infinite in dignity and power; tberefom 
alUsufficient, yea omnipotent to save. To save all that 
come unto me ; be the multitudes ever so great, or their 
cases ever so oesperate. — (Is nothing to be done by trans- 
gressors themselves ? Are no conditions to be fiilfilled-tm 
their part ?) None — t^re is nought beside me. No persod 
can take any share in this great transaction. Nothing can 
in the least degree co-operate with my merits. Should yott 
add to my obedience and death, all that saints have perir 
formed, and martyrs have endured, it would be like adding 
a grain to the sands of the ocean, or a moment to the daya 
of eternity. 

Such is my compassionate invitation,' and this my inviola- 
ble decree. / have noi only spoken, but sworn ; sworn by 
myself and all my incomprehensible excellencies. Jm 
word of righteousness^ that which relates to the ^randest di 
all subjects, and most important of all interests, }s plaoQed|^ 
adjusted, and unalterably determined. Now even iMw-it' 
goes out of my mouth, is d.’clared with the utmost totem- 
nity, and established by veracity itself. The word ahall 
■Jt return, either to be repealed by um, or frustrated bp. 
any other. — What is the decree confirmed by this most aww 
ful oath ? We are ail attention to hear it. , 7o me every 
knee shall bow. Every soul of man, who desires to inherit 
eternal life, shall submit to my right quaness, and as an on-, 
worthy creature, as an obnoxious criminal, obtain the bteyt 
sing wholly through my atonement.— To me every tongue 
shall swear. Be man’s supposed virtues ever so various, or 
ever so splendid, all shall be disclaimed, and my wortliioess 
alone shall stand. Renouncing every other trust, they shall 
repose the confidence of their souls on me alone, and make . 
public confession of this their faith before the whole world. 
Imt we, O LORD, are ignorant, we cannot order , our 
speech by reason of darkness.— Ibis then shall.be. the rorilS 
of your oath, such the teiiour of yourcontession. ‘ * 

Surely— it is a roust wonderful, yet p moitt faithM say« ^ 
ing, extremely comfortable a d eqiiafly certain. , O ly— 
net in myself not in a poor Iraii creature, but m the incar- 
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rate JEHOVAH alone» In his divinelv excellent deeds, 
and unutterably meritorious sufferings, / have righteifUsnest^ 
a righteousness without spot, without delect, and in alt ror 
spects consummate : such as satisfies every requireineht of 
the law, and most thoroughly expiates all my iniquities. — 
Such as renders me completely accepted before my judge, 
and inHtles me to everlasting life. From the joyful know- 
ledge, the personal appropriation ; and the perpetual im- 
provement of this inestimable privilege, 1 have strength for 
my sanctification. Now do I indeed delight myselt in the 
3LORD, who perfectly reconciled, and infinitely gracious, 
baa done so great things for me. Now do 1 coidiaily love 
my neighbour, and being so happy myself, unfeigned ly long 
lor his eternal happiness, that he may be a partaker with 
yne of this great salvation. 

Tu this sovereign decree, the prophet sets, as it were, his 
teal, or else, in a transport of joy, he fore tells the accom- 
plishmept of it. Yes,, my brethren, fo /urn, even to this 
gracipua REDEEMER shall men come.* 1 see them Ayr 
Ing at clouds fpr multitude, as doves for speed. They be- 
jiieve the report of his gospel, and receive of his fullness. — 
Whereas, all they that are offended in him, that cannot 
away with his doctriqe, which pours contempt upon all hu- 
man excellency, and will allow no righteousness to avail 
but that which is divine \ who refuse to come unto him, 
poor, and miserable, and stript of every recommendation ; 
all they shall be ashamed. The fig-leaves of their own 
4uties, or their own endowments, shall neither ador • them 
jbr glory, nor screen them from wrath — but shall abandon 
them to vengeance, and cover them with double contusion. 
While on the otlicr hand, all the seed of Israel, every true 
Miever, shall be justified in the LORD. Against these 
persons no accusation shall be valid : no condemnation 
shall take place : so magnificent is the majesty, so surpas- 
singly efficacious ace the merits of their SA VlbVR, that in 
him they shall not only confide, but glory ; not only be 
safe, but triumphant ; cloathed with his incomparable righn 
teousneas, they shall uballenge eveiy adveisary; and defy 
^eiy danger. 
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Tu this portion of scripture 1 bayt ied back your thoughts, 
that 1 might net close with any disgusting sentiments, but 
might leave a sweet savour on your mind, on ,th<; reader^ 
mind, and on the mind of 


Rev. Sir, 


Your’s, &c, 
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. Rev. Sir, 

Let me, now resume mjr observations on yoM 
epHtle. Which 1 do, not tor the sakTe ot dispuldng* bill 
for the cause of truth. ^ 

Ihe gospel contains many sublime and glorious tmlil)) 
But there is one, which, beyond ail others, chuacteriaiit 
its nature, us imfiort, and design. Which makes it mNl 
eminently to difler from every oriief form of religion, pHO* 
fesicd or known in the world. 1 mean the doctrine ^ firtd 
justification, through the righteousness of CHRIST, 'ipiiia 
IS to the religion ot JESUS, what the particular featutW 
and turns of countenance, am to each intisvidual pemm. 

1 have sometiiiies amused m\self, withstanding by a 
painter, and observing him at his work Here, 1 
been surpiised to see, how much a very little stndw \ 
alter the .ispect'ot his draught ; would tom the gi^ ini 
melanchulv, or ttie composed into a franlic comb " 
Several ot Mr. Wesley’s touches are to appearance 
but, 1 tiar, they will be found to disfigure mote dMO 
tie the heavenly portrait i and give a new, not the n 
air, to the truth as it is in JESUb>-But 1 proceed j ttty biK 
siness being to prove, not lo blame. 

Sinners, who betake themselves* to the all-sufficient SA« 
VJOUR tor redemption^ are tuilvticcepted by GOD, fyt 
bis beloved SON’s sake. 1 his is justification^ tbrm^ m* 
puted ngnteousnesb, says Aspasio. — “ 1 hat remaim to bO 
« proved,’* answers Mr. Ucslev. — 1 il'ink, it is pret^ 
largely, and X would hope, it is s4tisUc»w*niy proved, tbra' 
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the wholf book. Nav j I find Mr. Wesley hiroseif ere 
long at knovriodging, t!iaS “ «.» to the doctrine, we are 
** agreed ” EHher them re you have received the proof, 
which >ou demand } or can ttibrait without con- 

victiuni and agree without cense of agreement.— Not to 
Cake advantage of such slips, 1 would rather enlarge upon 
Wjmt may be useful. 

I would ask Mr. Wesley ; in what other way sinners 
cap be justified or accepted, save only through imputed 
righteousness ?— 'fbrough their own good deeds, and holy 
tempers ? This supposes the fruits to be good, while the 
tiei is corrupt ; and would make salvation to be ot works, 
fltot of g^e.— Through their own faith, standing in the 
IhW ? Inen they are justified before a peHeet GOD, by an 
Imperfect endowment ; and life eternal b obtained, ^thc 
omrciies ot their own mind, not by the merits of JI^US 
CHtHlST.— A.rc they justified without any righteousness, 
.Ihher 'wrought by themselves, or received * from another ? 

is an unworthy thought ; this were an unsufierable 
pitctice } JEHOVAH himself being judge. He that jus- 
ll^bth the wicked is an abomination f. 

' % not } GOD is a free agent, Sfnd not bound to ob« 
ICrve his own law. Say ratlier ; tfie rule of righteousness 
fcvealed in the law, is his most stedlast w<11; unchangeable 
m hb nature.— CuHstder also ; what thb law requires. A 
for sm, not defective, but completely sufiicient j 
(f^^Mtoince Pf the command, not sincere^ only, but abso- 
j|p|y p»fect.--»Will GOD, in justilyingasinnerj^disregard, 
^w S iWuHct, overthrow his own law' ? in no wise. Since 
upon, what no mortal can yields must not ali 
iUfKilihli^irelr? 
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Thicififi thv«riib1e yntthii ti ti cli*t word #f CO0| 
tt II no objfftion to hi| m ybo d of juiiifynif che iin|p4ly. Mi* 
hit SON*! ngtueoolneii ttMo thtiti: tbertby renders them irulf 
^ 1 : thm froooniioai thnn fotb: and at fvch.; It |wr^ 

r, iitdtlMmal life Doei ntt iht text, tbusconfidexed, kffofd|» " — 

M jUbt acctlfity of an impitted f 
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This «9^IA.^ the »|twy<>j44)>te a n<eq4<»ni e tf >ne£tef$ 
resited ««’ htmieis Ut»t h-rt t'l- |roip«i| 

t^'ines Shetrtnff Us^ !’«•<» GOO, in hij* im- 
mense wmI iKwd«<n, h»6 found out a 

wav, flwttwC, |4 sal^ the tiiiijithetahl- taw, vw! jave m» 
aoivent adipfl, ^ ptfify evitf^ the to'ef ot sinnere; yet 
without the least violailqrt of truth, or IioHneiS,^*- 

AVhat }$> that wityl Hfqwn SO\ acc^nipliRhea the gfeat 
work.— |:|ow? 4%}dKitUt the orfcepls of the Jaw, that* 
we 0137 fliem i By dlstinnulltng the sentence of tb^ 

U«, that we may esrape Uf'll ‘even and earth shall |>» 
away, before tyiy such 4«sh<»Dior*bfe expedient takes 
Ou the contrary i be gives satisbictWo to the seotepce, bjr 
suflerine t|ijp uiuiAeAdous j^nlsho^ iMfiitbtnoistls fua W 
tuibhs me protiept* by ybirainj thesidj|^«^di|rncf ‘bedqt^ 
ed. — Because th)8 to be nnUhed in the xwt^urti^wnkif 

l)ad ttansgi eased, therefore be .was made nbMi. Btfefttdbc 
tbU wan to be truly, pr rather intitiitely (neritor{OiU|jk 
tore the man wan one pefSan with the OOpilE^Vlph J . 

Stiil it may be et^uiffd $ ho\V She oM^oeoe 
can relieve ray dUti^? Ijlpw indeed t but b/ 
traunferriog ray gitiHt'to hira^ and iraputui^^s e* ‘ ' 
me. By tnu raethoJ, the thing is cJeariy;8nd 
edcctetl. In thia method, ! vee a pfo^ne^ raid tn^ 
that sdonce ray doubt», and com^ ray Irarat, Ai^rdibk 
ly, it is wiuten* in the scriptures •» VOi} ugtaM 
tk icorld uttHe 

sesuitfotkh, GODi the work Whff 
perforraed jby a crjftaUfd agent, Tlierff^iin 10^ 

/-.lYfiVan" xr.^_ tJii? , a .^ 1^. 


wa*inCHHi|y. 

could execute %e bui»de«4, Bit d 
aucvessfuUyf must b bi eratted pn, arm how 
finished I— /tora/a&i^*^ not seuin|t Batwi- 

greisors to reconcile tlierandvei, out hlmsetf cbniriiniig' 
providing aii« doing 41^ fuftbrini ai^ that was itebfBtd b>r 

htrasett B^ecrt^'iontii 
' ' waoad. Ibis b( * ‘ 
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UMon hiinsfH ; hearing them all, io hispwii body, upon the 
tree j an 1 susta-ning the \cngeance, dqe to all our crimes. 
Thus wab the holv ONE and the just ntadffsinjorusi that 
we, sinful dust and ashes, might, in the very sa^ manner, 
he made the r gkteousness' of GOD in him* lire former 
could be \»niy by imputatioo j and so only can l^e the lat- 
ter. 

If men talk of bei.ig accepted for CHRIST'S sake, yet 
reject the imputation ot righteousness, they must have very 
kiadequate notions cuncv rning the relation which CHK IS 1* 
bears to his people, and the nature of his racdiatt'rial un- 
dertaking.— Does this seem obscure? I explain mystlf, - 
A person may conduct himself so honorably and excellent-* 
ly, as, on account of his worthy deeds, to obtain favour iti 
behalf of another. And this, v, ithout being his surety, or 
a.iy thing like his proper righieouaiv -.s. Witness the fa- 
mous instance of the two brothers, J/ayntas and 
The former, wa a gallant hero j who expor jd his lilc, and 
lost his arm, in the defence of his countty. The latter, 
was an abandoned and infamous profligate , whoso crime, 
bad brought him to the bar of public juiticc. '1 he hero, 
oit the day of trial, appeared as an advocate for hisbrothtr. 
lie spoke nothing, but only liftid up to view tlte tnain;cd 
and distoehtbered arm. This silent oratory strut k the as- 
sembly ; and pleaded so powerfully, that the ciiminal was 
unanimously acquitted. — Here wa.s an actnutal of one, in 
, considefation of the merits ol another, lint then the ob- 
noxious party hatl no special interest in tht'se merits. They 
were not acquired or exercised, with a pat titular reference 
to his good, fic could not say, they are mine. Neither 
did they tnako him, in any degree, or in any sense, righte- 
ous. — Where as, the reverie of all this is true, with regardto 
Jesus CflRJifr, and justified sinners. This you and I, 
Sr, have asserted. Let us never rctratt the good confessi- 
on. Hut* as it ii t!;e truth of the gosjic', let us still and for 
ever ay, ^ 

• lA HIM coitipltte we ihtac, 

Becdufe 

Outt IS rigkteoulhers diviu*. 



7’A<r»j^ ' spte.'ikiTig' of the terms inliertiit and imputed, 
calls thettt iiieti'' d^lhtytions and meiaphysical suhtilties,-^ 
Mr. Wfetley msfoes Asjpasta apply the uepretiating remark 
in the'^adtiye ' and pas'-ive righieousticss of Cl IRIS T — 
Whereas, be saff( n& such thing. I le means no such thing. 
He is tTcating of b subject totally dilFcrcnt. And was iie 
to maintain such a 'sentiment, every one must observe, it 
would entifely whole scheme. 

“ Yob oblige MS tO‘ wake usi' of metaphysical subtilties 
" by confounding these vefy different Ideas, that is, curisi ’li 
active and passivenghtebusness.”— I could hardly twlieVrf 
my eyes, for sbwe time ; though both of them att^ted, 
that this was produced as a quotation from pag. 203?* 2u3.; 
In which pages, and for a considerable sjjaoe, before and' 
after, the subject of debate is the riiflerchae betsreen inhe- 
rent and imputed righteousness. — I was, town, quite.vex- 
cd, to see Aspasio so mahtreated ; his discourse s#> misre- 
presented ; and so little regard pwd to literary justicb.-i*. 
An<l glad I am, that I did not give vent to my lhi>ughti, 
just at that instant. 1 wight have bebn too warm, arid nbf 
have spared the rod. But upon cooler conUdfcratjoiai^ J fed- 
gan to recover, and the prescriptiem of iUruce waS o't'li^b? 
vice, 

Amm lento Rifu, 

I began to call your conduct, nOt arttltce or sligfht of 
hand, but incogitancy or tbcmght ’misapplied; As y^Ou h^^ 
been thinking $0 long upoft tlfo t.Opic^it dwe^^ upon 
yout imagination ^ kept this, f'r^ jfbw atSniio.^i and led 
you both t<) miltake ai^ to miscall , y a ceirtain 

preacher, who baviog ,lost l«i» fortune in' tbe feubb^ of the 
year ly^ and having aljcasfon to, mention' tb^ii^bverfixe of 
the I^elites from Egypt, jtold bis audicncC|;'4TOt i^ra^ 
and bis bd^, were ail drowned in the south ^a^jpaiu foan ! 
be m^ant the red sea, , - . , • 

Mr* tjfcSlcjf.pfrooeftdsf '** wc do .not confound fold ^ 

*• and p^iyd' tie 
that considers them particuiarly anti distinctly ? fie that 
exmaines each nyith a cfiifoai and minute exactness? if 
this be to cuidoadd, order and contusion have changed 
their nature. 
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" i\eit’‘'er do scpriraft* thi’in.” It is somewhat (ii{h» 
ruU to umtlr^t^lIv.^, wi.at y<m nit an by separatin^f the ac- 
tive and p-ts-^ivt' rit;iv.'()!is:!vs'» of our LORD.- — Separating 
thein, as lo 't'f ir ir:!Uii*iKe ? Tlvn you must be sru'^ihle, 
this is never d ..u- hv A'.|)^-.io. Y -u cannot hut know, that 
be discktim such a reliucmeot. lie protests R-faiiist such 
a practice — D * v.tu mean, ireati ig them 3.s thintjs really 
distinct, ihin]"'n a w ps unitin'' thfir agency ? rbeu I a.n 
»t a loss to roc 'j: ■■ .sir. W’csiey with himspJI. For in the 

very ni'X' pacaf- , he tlv.js t-xpress-'-.s bitntn.lk “ Ihrough 
the merits o* ;,,s ir'e and death, every believer is justifl- 
* ecJ,” .^je i.'ii III-.- inoriis of his life here ciisiinguisltcd 
from the r'vrn,-. >: ; IS death ? Does not the former oxfires- 
sioit dcn'-ie ois active, the Inr-er his passivp obedicn'je ? f.)r 
would yuu be understoou to latMir r i hr-mgh the merits 
** of his life, which are r.oihing cl»e but the merds of his 
** death,’’ if y<'>u would not speak in this manner, so un- 
worthy of your belter judgment, you do the very tning 
which you blame. — 1 Ihsis dope still more apparently, in 
one of your iiynms. Where we see, not only a separation, 
but a distinct use* and appiicaliup of the separated sub- 
jects, 

Grint 1 1 is, O LORD; for thou haft dy'd, 

Thit 1 might be foigiven; 

Thou the rightcoujlncfe fupply'd, 

Fur which I merit henven, 

I could easily excuse Mr. Wesley, for being a little in- 
jconsistent with himseff; did he hot also venture to confront 
the Apostle, by the following ask^rtion/* Neither have we 
any authority from scripture, for cither thinking or sjwak- 
" ing of one sepanite from the otheT.*’-’-4>oes not St. l*aui 
in one passs»»e, sjwak nf the obedience * In another, of the 
death <»f CHRIST ? D'.>es he not, in one place, enlarge 
upon the r}ghteousnP'.s ? In another upon ' the blood of 
CHRIST? if so, we have an authority from scripture, we 
have tbft example of the chtefest Apostle, for t'.iis way of 
thinking and speaking. 

^ Are not light and heat always united in the sun ? Is the 
’lacuralist to blame, who considers them distinctly* and 
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examines c.icii pruperty, in a separate treatise ? You would 
emmend this practice in the philosopher, as the way to 
thornugt*!)' info the knowledge of his subject. And 
w hy should you explode or censure it, in tlic thnstian di- 
Are nut theological truths as worthy of a circumstan- 
tui; and accurate investigaiit>n, as philosoj)hical ? Will they 
not as amply reward our diligeitce, and yield as rich advau* 
tage to the serious enquirer ? 

Ine righteousness which just’fies sinners, is already 
tvroui;IU out, says Aspasio. — “ A crude, unscripturaJ expres- 
sion,” replies Mr Wesley. — It may be v<. But it the ex- 
pression is plain asid true, 1 will sit down content. This, 
however, you will allow me to observe ; that it is no new 
oiiV, and is not tar from soiptural. Worketh righteousness 
you knov\,i;i a scriptural ohrase. Does tite word out .spoil 
il, (-r the word aircudy? 1 suppose, the latter may be njost 
otleiisive. Yet you »peak, in tiiis very paragraph, of being 
“ justilicd by the merit* of CilRISl’s lite and death.” — 
Arc not thesv. mailers already transacted ? la not tlie merit 
ot them already perfect r Or i an any language express 
tne'.c things more cieailv, and alHnn them more strongly, 
than tDose cmpliaiiiai worus in one of your own hymns? 

La us foi '.hit faith contend, 

Sine i.iivatIon is its end ; 

I leav’n already is begun, 

LveiLft.'ng life is won. 

Pardon m? then. Sir, if I still suspect, “that the doctrine 
and its consequences, rather than the expression and its 
crudity, awaken your jealousy. If this doctrine be admit- 
ted, it tiic justifying righteousness be already wrought, it 
niust absolutely overturn all your pre-requisites, qualiticati 
ons, and conditions ; conditions of repentance, obedience, 
and I ki'.ow not what besides. W'^e must say to every one 
of them, as Jehu said to the messengers or Joram : n hat 
Must tiinu to do with ttie grand article ot justitication ? Get 
thee benhid me. Could they be fulfilled, they would come a 
day too late ; like the sicfcic, when tnc harvest is reaped. — 
Could they be luiliJled jn alt their imaginary dignity, they 
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wouM, in this u’lati'‘ii, be ncedie'.s; like a proposal :or 
aufmenttng the splendour of the sun 

The rii^ht ousnrss, whi_*tjustih -s sinful man, was 
*• on foot., when (iOD sent li>rth his SON, trom the hahi- 
taliun of his holiness and ^lory, to be born of a woman, 
** and made subject to the la v.-- It u as carried on, th rough 
** the whole course of our SAViOUR’s life ; in which he 
always did such things, as were pleasing; to his iK-nvenly 
M FATIIKR— it was c<»mp!rted, at that ever memorabie, 
that grand period, w en (he biisst-d IMM ANl'KL how- 
•' ed his dying liead ; and cried, with a strong touinphant 
** voice, IT IS FINISHED ”—U[)on this extr ct front 
Aspasio’s discourse, Mr. Wesley exclaims, “ O vain phiio- 
“ sophy !” — Philosophy ! this philoso| hv, Sir ! never did I 
hear, till this moment, such doctrines ascribed to philoso- 
phy. But this 1 have heard, and this 1 believe ; that the 
World, even the learned and philosophic world, by iheir 
boasted wisdom knew not GOD; nor (iOD’s method of 
•alvation, by the sufierings of an innocent, and the obedi- 
ence of a divine [lerson. Their philosophy prejudiced them 
Ugain&t it; pulled ihcni up with a vam conttitof theirown 
sufHciency ; and set them at the greatest distance trumsub- 
initting to the righteousness of GOD. 

• 1 wish. Sir, you would shew me, in which of the philo- 
sophers 1 might find these sacred sentiments ; oi a grain, 
or a spice, or a savour of them. 1 have, for a '.'onsiderabic 
time, laid aside my piato, and have no moie inclination to 
lum over niy seneca ; because 1 can see nothing like this 
divinely precious truth, adorning and enriching ihcir pages. 
But if you will discover this golden vein in their work*. I 
will immediately renew my acquaintance with them ; and 
will do the philtisopliers a pieceof justice, which Mr. Wes- 
ley dentes them. 1 will not call their philosophy vain, but 
tlie wisoom of GOD, and the power of GOD. — A rtghiC' 
ousitess wrought out, and a redemption obtained tor us ! 
the former divine ! the latter eternrd ! these, rig'.itly under- 
stood, mftke us beyond ail the treasures oi literature, wiie.*^ 
These, habitually enjoyed, wdil, more elfectu^lly ti>aar wll 
the delineations of morality or exhortations to virtue, rlq- 
der us holy. 
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A divine ripVite(»usne';s (I'ardon rne fr.r dwelling on my • 
favourite topic) already wr ! a great redemption per- 
fecdv finisihed ' and t'ns l>v the abasement, tlie ignominy* 
thr ind'Tndies ; by the cri»s, the agonirs, the blood of oiif 
SAV’IOUR. Yea. of our (lOD, in faddon as a man jin 
the firm of a servant, a slave, an execrable malefactor. — 
like this, did a thousand phi losoj .hers teach ? What, like 
this, do a t’iousand of their volumes contain ? I'o stab otrf 
}.ride ; to tame our furv ; and to que ich our lust ? I’o kin* 
t!ie our bcnevolci.ce ; to inflame our devotion ; to nuke us,' 
in. a word, wise unto ‘lalvaiiou r 

“ I'he plaiii truth is, CIlix ISrr lived and tasted death 
“ i' r every man ” — I'o be sure then, since every man is 
nor saved t)v him, he live<l and died only to make their sal- 
vat'f'n possible.— From th.is and other hints, I guess your' 
opinion to lie, fiat CHRIST, by his life and death, obtain- 
ed (udv n possibilitv of salvation. [Which salvation is ta 
become our own, upon performing terms and conditions, 
bringing with us prerequisites and qualifications] — If 
mistake vou. Sir, in this caw, you have noUiingmorc to do,* 
than simply to (tei.y my supposition. This exculpates you 
at once. I shall rejoice to hear you say; “as CHRIST 
“ made us, and not we ourselves; in like manner he save 
“ us, and not we ourselves. N > human endowments, no 
“ human )/rrformances, but CHRIS T alone isthc author of 
“ eternal salvation.” 

Sliould you reply, true — CHRIST is the author of etcr**' 
nal salvation, bat to those uidv who obey him. — I must 
then ask i what obcdietujc CHRIST requires? The law 
says, “ do, and live ” CHRIST, tlie end of the law, says; 

“ believe in ME, and live. 15*. vcrilv persuaded, that I am 
“ sufficient for thy .salvation, wit), out any working of thine 
“ at all. Is not the SON, the SON of the most high CJon, 

“ given unto thee in ihe divi.ie retor i ? Be satisfied with 
** his doing and suffering, without wishing for, or thinking 
*' of, any thing more, to procure thy final acceptance?” — 
X^t no one account lightly of this obedience. It is the 
obedience of fi.ith. The obedience suited to the name 
JESUS. Obedience to the first and great command oftht!^ 
gospel. Ccyoou all other expeuicntt, a excludes boastingir 
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and, at the same time, produces that genuine love, that fili- 
al fear, which the Jaw of works requires in vain. 

Only to makr a thing possible, and to eilect it, are wide- 
ly different. When our king fits out a fleer, and gives his 
admiral a com nisdon, to harrass the rrcncli coasts, and 
destr >y the rrench shipjilng, ne makes the r^ing posable.-- - 
B it to carry this design into cxccctioi! ; to acco np! ^‘l tlic 
(fnterpri/'*, now become p:.i ’tV;{bh- ; i- a tar ni<v.x .rduo is 
task, nod -t far mur- ’lo.nx.d. ati.liie. emc.il. 1 ,'■/ v siruiige- 
ly do (hose vvriii'rs <ier.gate from tli • dtgmrv . n 1 glory of 
the RliD’.'lKMlov ; who wwilJ asciibe i • h: o, what cr- 
respondi with tin; iorner ; and aUr,h.4ie t iin.u., a hut brnrs 
a resemblance t.) tlie 1 Pter ! 

Ir CilRl.Sr only made oui sab I'i possible, then ;-'c 
aro f > execute the plan. VV.* iret; i,i;e tiie euem,(> 
sustain the charge, and sdence tnebatierv : we a c to climb 
the steep, to enier the breach, and bring oiF the standanls. 
And s ), in all reas m, the honor and prai.se iiiust lie our 
own. — Whereas, the gospel gives ail the honor i > tlie cap- 
tain of our salvation.. He bore the heat and b.irtiicn ofthe 
dreadful day. He made reconciliation for iniquity, a d 
brought in everlasting righteousness. So that all our oiH:i- 
ous attempts, like a pinnace arriving after the victory, should 
be told, it is finished ; the great salvation is already wroug.it. 
And instead of being dissatisfied or disappointed, methinks. 
we should rejoice, unfcignedly rejoice, in the accomplish- 
ment of the glorious work. 

If it should occur to the reader’s mind, that the Christian 
life is represented as a warfare ; and that we ourselves are 
comioanded to fight, though under the banner; of our di- 
vine leader ; to this doubt 1 would answer — Fhe Canaanite 
is still in the land ; and we fight, not to gain the country, 
but only to subdue the rebels. 

Whoever perverts so glorious a doctrine, shews he ne- 
" ver believed.”— This may be the substance of what 
Aspasio maintains. Though not represented so fully or so 
clearly, as he was expressed himself. However, such a 
small wrong we will readily excuse. It Wds done with no 
minister intentio.*, but fur the sake of brevity. 
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To this po<>ition Mr. Walry replies ; “ Not so." — ^Tha^ 
is ; they did really and truly believe. But after their belief, 
they .apostatized, and fell from the faith. ITicy wcre,somc- 
tiine'’, the men-bers of CHRIST, and temples ol the HO- 
LY (iHOS'l ; but, quickly severed from tlieir divine head* 
thev became the slaves of the devil, and Lianu.; lor the ever- 
lasting burning. Their names were, indeed, written in 
heaven. But it seems, the heavcnlv iccords were le^staith- 
ful than the parish register. They were quickly erased, 
and their place in tlie book of life knew' them no more, 
, Or this — They did as really and truly believe, as those 
who are nt-w in the mansions of glory. But, alter their true 
hiowlcd^r of the name q) the LORD JESUS; after their 
full conviction of his sufficiency and. faithfulness for their 
salvation ; even such as inclined and enabled them, to put 
their trust in him alone, for their aeccplance with (iod; 
they were disapjiointed. Though CHRIST called them 
his sheep, as thus hearing his voice ; >ct he did not give, 
unto thc'iii eternal life, according to his promise. But suf- 
fer d satan to pluck them out oi his hand. 

These sentiments have no very probable, much less have 
they a pleasing or recommending asfiect. Let us encmire, 
whether they comport with St. John's determination of the 
case, speakirg of such backsliders, he says, they went out 
from us, but they were not of us. Mr. H 'esley, to be con- 
sistent with himself, should say on this occasion ; *• Not so ; 
“ they were of you, but they tell away Iroin you." — The 
apostle proceeds ; for, if they had been of us, no doubt, 
they would have continued with us. I Tad they been reaily 
converted, they would most undoubtedly have continued in 
our doctrine and fellowship. Their revolt from our doc- 
trine, is a manifest proof, that they never truly received it, 
nor with their heart believed it. Their departure from our 
fellowship, is an evident indication, that they were, not- 
withstanding all their professions, still carnal, and never re- 
newed by grace. 

Mr. fVesley produces a text frem St. Pe/er, with a view 
to support his obje^ion. lliey who turn back as a dog to 
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his vomit, had once escaped the pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge ol CH!?IST. Here and cl»ewhere 
1 perceive the cannon roar, but without feeling the ball. — 
Before this piece of sacred artillery ( an be brought to bear 
upon us, it Will be ncces.ary to prove, that the knowledge 
of CHRIST, or even boheving in CHRIS F, always signi- 
fies true faith. In some jdaccs, it certainly does. In other 
■places, 't Signifies no suth thing. Though 1 have all know- 
ledge, sa\s the apostle ; yet even wit;i this specious endow- 
ment I nia\ be nothing. There is a knowdedge, says the 
same author ; which, instead of ediKing, or establishing, the 
soul in godliness, pulTth up with jmde. We are likewise 
assured, tiiat Simon the .sorcerer, though in the gall of hir- 
terne.ss and in the bond of iniquity, yet had knowledge.of 
the thing'-', wliich concerned the kingdom of GOD. and the 
name of JESUS CHRIS Fj nay, that he aUo believed, yet 
had neither jot nor portion in the inestimable blessing. 

Let us attend to the apostle’s manner, and wc shall be 
led to put the same infcrpTctation upon the phrase, as it is 
used in the passage before us. — These pcopie are not de- 
scribed, like the true believers, to whom he addresses the 
Cl>istle. Here is no mention of their being partakers of a 
divine nature ; of being born again by the incorruptible 
seed; oroflia\ing tlteir souls purified by the SPIRIT. — 
'A hey are only s.ii i to have escaped the pollutions ot the 
world.— C M'Si qucntly, their abstaining from such abomi- 
nations, impIie^ no more than w’hat is called a negative 
goodne-.', ol a nuue external reformation. Their lusts had 
been resiraii ed oidy, not subduetl. Flureforc the unhappy 
wretches were easily overcome by tlicir old corruptions, — > 
It is fartner observablr, that Sr. iV/er, never consiuers these 
p(.r.sons as nt w creatures. He calls them by nooiher namei^ 
than tl>e rfeg and the .^ 0:0 Such they were, at first j not 
better, under all lire r profession of Christianity ; and no 
otner, even in their foulest relapses. When they returned 
again to tiieir vuuut, or their filthy practices, they returned 
to there ow n. . , 

There is, tli^n, a knowledge of CHI^Sr, which Is only 
supcrfiiiii' and norioual ■, rtoats idly on the under-tanding, 
but neither penetrates, nor satisfies the heart. Tnere is also, 
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a knowledge ofCM''^ISr»’whtch is wrought by the SPIRTf* 
a.vl engrafted into the^oh! ; which receives the gitt ot righr 
1 ' ti.i'iness, and' brsngs tu^iftcation into the conscience. *rhe 
t )mfort and jot of which, mortify the love of sin, and jjro- 
li lice the life (tf holiness. This knowledge, Sir, may you 
a-v'l I teach ; in this knowledge may our hearers asd read- 
er' ab ’und ; and may the divine power give us, by mrans 
of t is knowledge, all things pertaining to life and godIi»- 
ness ! 

'Fhe goodness of GOD leadeth to repentance. — This 
“ ij unquestionably true, says Mr. Wesley. But the nice 
“ metaphysical doctrine of imputed righteousness” — Should 
you not have said. The nice metaphysical phrase f Since, a$. 
to the doctrine, we are, according to yOur own confession, 
.agreed. Bound therefore, each of us, equally bound to 
clear it ot the consequences, with which it may be charg-, 
f*d, by the author of the preservative, or by any other ob- 
jector. — And as to the phrase, I cannot understand, by 
what authority Mr. Wesley calls it metaphysical, Tlicron, 
it is true, uses the word, and applies it to the present sub- 
ject. But does not Mr. Wesley know, that Theron ofreu 
personates an enemy, and speaks the language of unbelief? 
— Be pleased Sir, to explain your term ; and shew, in vvhat 
sense it is compatible with this article of mv faith ? " I am 
“ acquitted and counted righteous before GOD, only, 
“ through the imputation of my SAVIOUR’S obedience 
“ and death ?*’ Which is, both ill style and sentiment 
truly evangelical ; but, in nodegyee, that*l can discern, 
metaphysical. 

When Mr. Wesley adds ; ** This leads not to repent- 
“ ance, but to licentiousness he speaks what we under- 
stand, not what we allow. — Will any one say, that specu- 
lative reasoning upon the goodness of GOD, or conteinpla' 
ting it barely in our ideas, leadeth to repentance ? But, 
when we taste and enjoy, w.ien we apply and appropriate, 
his profusely rich liberality tiCllRISr; dve are thereby 
prompted to neglect, abp^, and dishonor our great Bene- 
factor ? Or shall it be Yaid ? The divine goodness, manifes- 
ted In commtm providence and inferior instances, teiids to 
awaken love and work godliness. But the same divine 
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goodness^ shining, forth in the most iIlu$tfioasjnanirestaTion« 
tlwt men or angels ever knew ; shining forth a glory, a 
richness, a perfection, sufficient to transport heaven and 
earth with joy unspeakable ; this g'todncss tends to excite 
contempt of GOD, and to cherish carnal indulgence ? Such 
an ins'-iuatu).), so Ucnrecbtory to the righteousness of the 
blessed JESUS, 1 lud tnu-. h rather have iieard ht a Jewisl' 
synagogue, than have seen in Mr. W ciley’s writings. 

N ), Sir ; tiiis and this alone kadv'th a sinner to repen- 
tance. Not all the munificence of the DEITV ; neither 
fhe rain from heaven, nor fruitful seasons ; neither tiie fat- 
ness of the earth, nor the abundance of the seas ; can take 
away the enmity of our nature, and reconcile our aSsetions 
to GOD. Nothing, nothing but a sense of p.ir ioti and 
acceptance, through the work finished on IMMANUEL’S 
cross. — If you please to review the text, you will not affirm, 
that the apostle is as->er'iiig the eifieacious induence of pro- 
vidential goodness on the hearts of men. He is evidently 
inveighing against the gross and almost general abuse of 
such bounty. I’hough it ought, it docs not produce grati- 
tude and duty. It would indeed open uprblit, but it does 
not thus operate upon depraved iniiids. No cause is ade- 
ouate to this effect, but free justification through JESUS 
CHRIST. 

“ 'Hie believer cannot but add to his faith, works of 

righteousness.” — “ Daring his first love, says Mr. fFesley, 
“ this is often true. But.it is not true afterwards, as we 
“ know and fcH by melancholy experience,” — How, Sir ! 
do you yourself feel this ? Where then his your smless per- 
fection ? Can they be perfect, wiiosc love ceases to glow, 
and whose zeal loses its activity ? Does Mr. Wesley him- 
self make tiiis confession r Let me thep say with , us— >and 
let us say, with invariable stedfastness, and with increasing 
gratitude — Blessed be GOD for perfection in JESUS 
CHRIbn 

Do you lejtrn. Sir, what is here acknowledged, by ob* 
servations made upon others? Then thpse others, I appre- 
hend, u they GO not exercise themselves in good wdrks, 
Cither have no taith, and deceive both you and themselves — 
or CISC they intermit and discontinue the exertion of theif 
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faith. Which neitbf r-detraots frotft the efficacy of the pro- 
ciple, nor disproves opinion. It, is not said 

believer never trips, nor fsultert in the course of his nhetti* 
ence ; but, he al« ays adds to bis faith, the dutiesand works 
r.‘t obedience. Wheiiever the former acts, the latter coft« 
atantlv ct sik*. Ro long as we live by the faith of the SON 
pf GOD, we shall not fail to brin r f >rth t^*ose fruits of ri^jh* 
teouiness, which are through JESUS CHRIS P. 

This is strongly maintained, by Aspasio, in another pUce. 

It is as impossible for the sun to he in his meridian heijbt, 
* and not dissipate darkness, or diffuse light } as for faith to 
“ exist to the soul, and not exalt the removr, meliorate the 

conduct. ’’—This is very forc 'd i-^ cMir I.ORD’s 

interrogation to his disciples ; where h^yourjait'i ? 1 inu^t 
be dormant and tnactivc, like tlie sap of the trees in wi:»* 
ter, or like the faculty of reasoning in sleep. Otherwise, it 
would banish yrmf fears, even amidst the raging st>r'n ; and 
pr duce an uhd.ninted confidence in G('I) your SWI- 
OUR.—The deogn Of all this, is, to evi \cc tne wisdom of 
the gospel, which lavs such a stress upon faith ; so free* 
^iiently urges the necessity of faith, above and before ad 
things } representing it, as the principal w'lrk of the divine 
SPIRIT^ and the great instrument of receiving salvaiion.r** 
IK nee it appears, that the sacred plan is not form" d ia 
vain } much less it is calculated to suppress or discourage 
real holiness. 

** We no longer Pbey, in order to lay the foundation foe 
** our final acceptance ’* Thesis words I read with pica* 
sure — That roundation is already laid* in the merits of 
CHRIST.'* These I contemplate with still greater satis* 
taction. — But when I come to the following clause, Yet 
** we obey, in order to our final acceptance through his 
** 'merits,'* with disappointment ani regret l>cry } How is 
the gold become dim I how is the most fine gold chau* 
ged i 

A. foundation, /or wkot ? Aspasio would reply t Fur 

f ardon, for reconciliation, and tor everku^g* salvation, 
or peace o£ conscience, for access to GOD, for every 
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! >iririul and eternal blessing.— A f(Hmdatipn»of vohat kind f 
n ali respects perfect ; incajMible of any augnentat)on ; 
•not to be strengthened, enlarged, or improved - by all the 
4tittei and all the deeds of ^opbets. Apostles, oiartvrs. 
Because it has omnipotence for its estabiishm^nr.— A faun- 
dadon, for whom ? For sinners ; for the vilest an^ nrost 
miserable of sinners. That all guilty and undone wretch- 
.es may come } and though ever so weary, ever so heavy 
laden, may ca^t their burthea upon this rock of ages ; ia 
full assurance of finding rest, mid obtaining safety. 

This is chearing ; this is charming. What pity it is, 
that such an illustrious truth should be clouded, such a pre- 
cious privilege spoiled, by that luigracious sentence ! “ We 
to obey in order to find Our final acceptance.”'<^But is this. 
Sir, your constant profession ? I must do you the justice to 
own, that you have happier moments, and more becoming 
apprehensions. — When you join in public worship, this is 
your humble and just acknowledgement ; Although wc 
** be unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto 
thee any sacrifice ^ yet we beseech thee to accept this 
“ bounden duty and service.” — When you criticise upon 
Aspasio, the note is changed, and this is the purport of 
' your strain ; We beseech thee to accept us, on i^count 
of these our services ; for we dpihetn, O with 

«« a professed view to tbb eiid.”—!^ knpjbre acceptance 
fur our duties, cooiesses them to be mean and contempti- 
>b]e. Whereas, to expect acccfi^ce on their account, 
strongly intimates their eaceilenby. Ibat they ^re worthy 
in a very high degree ; so as obtain favoui;^ no* for them- 
selves only, but for a miseraUe creature also, vfbo .«onfes- 
ses himself subject to manilold sins^i . 

I said,, ** on account oP*— For, it you. obey, herder to 
your final acceptance and titenud- Ufe,> on account your 
own obedience. A poor object displays .his sorps^,^a re- 
lates his distress, in order to obtain your alms, ^loes.he 
nut then cxpecryour aims on account ot his sores, his dis- 
tress, and lits pitecHis tale ?— What a.coi^lition is here, be- 
tween Nlr. IVesh^ and the s^thjects pf the triple crown J I 
find the whole Council of 'irent establishing his senti- 
ments hy their ancthematiifing decree. These are their 
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words ; if any one ihall say, that the rishteous ought no% 
** for their ow&gOod ii^orks, to expect the eternal rewards 
“ throQgh (he merit of JESUS CHRIST, let him bf ao> 
” cursed*”— ‘Do you apeak of the merit of CHRIST ? So 
do they. Do you, in atmte sense, allow CHRIST to he the 
foundation ? So do they. Are your works to rear the edl* 
(ice, and perform fhe most respectable part of the buriaeas? 
So are titeirs. 

t By this time, I believe, the thoughtful reader will guest 
the reason, why you oppose and decry im,)uted righteous* 
ness. You are solicitous, H seems, not barely for works of 
obedience, but for their value and credit in the affair of 
salvation ; for their signihcancv and influence, in winning 
the good'will of JEHOVAH. Since this is yoor notion, 
vou.may well be oflendcd at CHRlSTs imputed righteous- 
ness. This will admit of rto partner or coadjutor. This, 
Sir, in the case of justification, pours contempt uppn dl 
your most laborious exercises, and admired attainments, 
ica, this being divine and inconceivably excelleni. jpours 
all around a blaze of glory, in which alt our puny doings 
are lost, as the stars in the meridian sunshine* 

We obey in order to final acceptance.” — Methinks, 
this discovers no more gratitude, than wisdoms Is it not 
an officious indignity to that noble goodness, which has set 
forth JH^US CHRIST (ora propitiation i Is it not a con- 
temptuous disragatd of that heavenly voice, which said, 
with so much solemnity i In him / am mil /leased with the 
children of men.— Does this exalt, does it not degrade the 
SAVIOUR ? Does it mofrtify, does it not cherish the pride 
of man ? — According to this scheme, the merits of our 
LORD are the foupoation, not immediately of our accep* 
tance, but of that situation only, in whicJi we are suppo- 
sed capable of acquiring it ourselves, lliey are, in snort, 
no more than a mere praestal , on which human worth, or 
rather; human vanity may stand exalted, and challenge the 
favour of heaven. 
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Ah, Sir ! Acceptance with GOD, i< m immensely rich 
an''! ^orii'us ; a high and tyanseendently precious 

j.rivHitge r Incomparably too high and glorious, to be ob- 
tained, in anv degree, by siiqh mean obedience as yours 
and mine.— The pardon of rebels against the KLing of 
Kings ! tiie reception of leprous sinnen Into the Ibosom of 
heaven ! shall such effects, than which nothing can^|>e grea- 
ter i shall such benefits, than which nothing can be rich- 
*er i be ascribed to human obedience ? What, but the very 
‘ distraction of our disease, can have occasioned or can ac- 
■ count fur a thought, so extreme in absurdity f — [%all we, 
surdjd wretches, with out ulcerous sores, our withered 
limbs, and a stupor over all our faculties t shall toe thinlc 
Ourselves able to do something for HIM, who needeth not 
the services ot angels ? Nay, to do something considerable 
e -ough, to found a claim to that transcendent honor and 
happiness, the light of his countenance ?] — Ouraderation I 
our thanksgivings ! our praises ! our prayers ! our preach- 
ing ! opr saoramenta) duties ! what are they all but filthy 
raws • compared with his incunceivable holiness and glory f 
Wiiat pJirt of his work do we attempt, but we debase it 
with our deplorable imperfections, or pollute it with our 
Vtiy touch ? — ^Shame then belongs to us, shame and confu- 
sion of face, whenever we look to oursehms or otir own 
performances. While all our corofur^ all our hope, is to 
Uc derived from the only righteous one JESUS CHRIST. 

|f we know not enough of our own meanness and im- 
potency, let us listen to the Prophet Issuah f. In order to 
our acceptance with GOD, he informs us, Lebanon, with 
all her stately cedars is not sufficient to burn j nor all the 
beasts, that range through her extensive riiade^, sufikient 
- ft»r a burnt offering. Niitions, whole natkiiTs, avail no 
more than single persons. Should they unite their abitiries, 
Sind exert all their efforts, to do something which may re- 
poinmepd them to JEHOVAH j all would be meaui in- 

V lb. l*i». f. •f* ib. *!. 15, il, iji. 

I to Icani the Prophcl't tin 4eftgn, in tikis magnificmt pnni|rtpli ? MV 

to our giTcat i»ii&|«d.«Ni coAiaii<&i anfi wout Coousquator} 
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whicJj. falls to flw'gtOMinl, a:id Dom* regards* it. Ineffecttf* 
a!, aiilie. dusi njitm ike balance, wMdi wants evta.that 
s r- u* dogtee of impetuSk necessary to turn the most hicctf 
\ ■ svd s. ties. •'^OrsfHca^, as fae ato-n tfmt floats in the 
air. »'i'l hu< n jt vyei^ht enott^* to ■tettie itself on «ijf oi>» 
S’ioulrt yoti n plv ^ In all these things there js some, 
t' - ui;*i x'T'rv liitle s ib-tarue. The Ihoohet farther decUras; 

aH nut tons in llte .>oHd, '-'.ith all their virtues, accottl* 
j>ii'.h'ne!t s, ami w*. rhj*. would, betore the infinitely.BMgfS* 
t;.- (iCtn, ‘be 4S|^ot]iing, le»s loan n•.(hing, yea, yanity It* 
•fit. fncapahle, ahvdut.'b iueap ble of wimvtng.his fa- 
vour, or doing ;itiv ti'.ii'g w*irthv hU notice .t»*— Blessed 
t'-'ereiore, for ever blr'^i.i-n be di -ine grace, that we have a 
great High-Priest, in w ' 'nn 1» j:>lea%ed ; is well plea- 

sed ; and his verv soul d«‘iigniein. W:i<)se sacriBoe, and 
whose work, have merited all the geo 1, that Muners can 
want, or the ALMIGH'IY can b. st<>w. 

If- we are not daily hun)ble<i, nor willing to profess our- 
sebes beholden to divine grace alone; it we still resolve 
to be pri' cipals or partners witli the o le MtlHlATOR, in 
ti e purchase ot the inestimable jewel, let us tear, lest iAo 
* .lA)HDof our righteousness resent such a dishonor done to 
hruvseli ; and swear in his wratli, that we shall have neither 
lot iiur not portly in this matter. Of this he has exactly 
< warned uS by his Apostle ; It ^e be ctrcumclsed, CHUIUT 
I'toU' ftrofit you nothing, What wpuld fit. Paul teach us, by 
this solemn protestatiion ?-i--rhae no Jew can be saved? 

‘ llunself was. an Hebrew, of die Hebrews f Circumcised the 
eighth'day.— •That a Christian would, by receiving circum* 
cision after his conversion to CHliiST, forfeit ailhisprivi- 
le-gcik ? No; for he himself circuji<.i»ed Fimothy, to gain 
him a fair ^hearing from the Judaizing btgots.-^r is cir- 
Auiucisioii here used, by way. of synccdote, for the ccrcmo* 

' ' ■ iit • 

Mi»y T alUwcd to cfudlate^Hoiifvpaffai^, quoted jWif Sore I Ml, thf ni- 
it . ;^itp)cafe4with^<l^flluo^ uui«i« clie gniouMir IiaU M^ihfCMCobg^ 
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sial law ? Teaching us, that, as the Mttsa'c rites were now 
iiboliilied, an attempt to continue the observance ol them, 
an unpardonable opposition to the designs cSF pro* 
vitMeiftre ? The charitable compromise, recorded in the xivth 
jtO the Motions, lea Is to a difierent coiidusi''n. — Or did those 
Icducing teachers, who required this conformity from the 
Qontite cons'erts, require them to renoaoce CHRIST, and 
fela|lie into mere Judaism ? Neither is this at all supposa* 
%Se. They only required such a c')nforrtjity, ** in order to 
■*» their acceptance tlirough his merits which they never 
fej^ted, but only placed as a foundation for their own. 

What then can oe meant by, CHRIST shall pnfit you 
)llothifig if ye be eircumcised ^ If ye make circumcision, or 
■Iny tl^g whatever, besides the righteousness of CHRIST, 
mcceisary to your acceptance with GOD, ye shall receive 
‘ttO advanta^ from all that the REDEEMER hasdone and 
mfiered. This is to halt between works and grace, be- 
tween CHRIST and self. B) this they cast themselves en- 
tirely out of the covenant of grace, and must expect no 
•alvation but by denying the whole law. 

'' Tbit is the awful apostolic caution. To which let me 
“•ub^om the plain apostolic instruction— Te dfre accepted^ 
iayi Fault not partially, but entirely ; not occasionally, 

' but finally, in the BELOVED. The author to the Herbew 
itffiinnti that CHRIST hadebtained rede^ptim, not left it 
lb be accomplished, either in greater cli snriaiier measure, 
by our diligence and duties. No i iie himseit hath obtain* 
«d, both present and find), yea, complete mi eternal re- 
‘ did^ation for us. And will you. Sir, ascribe to your own 
’bbetfience, what the Apostle so expressly ascribes, and so 
entirely appropriates, to the blessed JESUS ? — The same 
’writar assures us ; That, CHRIST, by one oaring hath 
perfected for ever, them that are sanctified. He hath done 
‘nil that is necessary for their full, perfect, and everlasting 
acceptation. Yes •, whether it be in life or death j whe- 
ther it be in die throne of grace, or the tribunal of judge- 
ment during' Htb span of time, or through the ages of 
' Wehiity ; all that is necessary for our perfect acceptation is 
done. Done by an infinitely iKttef hand, than our own ; 
by aHHntiuhely better expedient, ''tb|liltiiby Imnian obedU 
'once.' ' 
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Do I. li^ remonstraacos, set at nou|^ht ttw ‘ 
ness I Or suf^so « salvation seperate from hc4]t 
ei ce ? Yon, %r, cannot enteitain such a suppontkm t «ae(^ 
in your very last rern.ark» you nras dissatisiied wii^ my ior 
sisting on the i»re/)rro6/^.connection of a living .laitb»,<aiii| 
worics of righteousness. 1 honor and prize workf of 
teuusness. \Ve are cceated in CtlRlST that 

ana) be able to do good works. And by good wqrka «fi 
are to glorify our FATHER which is in heaven. ^ 

Only 1 would have good works ^llo«lr ..thetr 9 roper..iti^ 
tion« and proper ofii^re. 1 am far irom setting at nought 
the services of the hand or the foot. Bit 1 should yur^ 
much disnpprove their design ; 1 should utterly despise. diej^ 
pretensions i if they^should offer to intrude theni^elves on 
tlie p|:sc\j|r,jpce of the eye, or act as the organs of sight. Ap* 
ply thi^ simile to the obedience of man, and justification' 
fore GOD, or acceptance with GOD ; you will then 
in what rank I place, in what esteem 1 hold, both tho^oof 
and the other. ’ 

As I would have obedience know its proper plaoe, so I 
would have it take a ri^ The obedience you ,prq^ 

pose, is the obedienca/df the 'bond'tnau, not of tt^^ef. 
A servant, hired tp dill^tcH ouB%usiness, obeys in order fjp 
receive his wage|^ But thO'Ohild obeys, because heU-j^i^ 
iicved i because ^e U the heir } and all things wUeb tl^ 
father hath, are hi$. I 

“ Obey in order^ to acceptance !’* — Indeed^ Sr, y<ni 
quite mistake the principle and source of Christian <jbe(U> 
cnce. 1 will refer you to a set ot teacheni, from whom 
you need not blush to receive instruction. But as thia. nuw 
idemand a very particular consideration, I shall postpone it 
to soipc future opportunity. 

Jn the mean time, if you should ask ; why 1 have 
so copious upon this point ? 1 answer Because it is a 
matter of the utmost Importance. A mistake concerning 
acceptance with GOD, pust set in a fs^ every rt£ 
gious truth, andsbed,|kti^ignantinduence<bn every reli^- 
oussentimenL 

If you ! \Jf^|[»bas<e^jr^ated the obnoxious propon* 
Hon, almost aiifro|iilently as Bie ram»>iior/is sounds ^ 
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latal blast, on the day when Micho wat overthrown ? I 
answer ; F t the verv same paruose. To lav it as low as 
the fbrtificat ons of tiiat devoutfd city. Ani I liope, iiri- 
ther Mr. Wtsley, nor anv other,' will atteinut to rebuild -t, 
lest they lay the foundaf un Ihr'W^, in the d shonor o: the 
blessed REDEEMER; and <et up the t;ateiof it, in the 
distress of precious souls. B <tti which etfects, 1 am per« 
.auaded, are very remote from your inte.ition. Toat t'lef 
may be equally remote from your preaching, your wrtli.tg* 
and all your uucuiue, is ttie sioccic wish ob Sis. 




LETTER IV. 


. Rev. Sni, 

I Had, in the warmth of my concern, almost foN 
goV to take notice of a text, which you produce from i 7Y/n, 
vi. 17, IJ, 19. And, which is somewhat strange, produce 
as a proof, that the apostle requires Christians “ to obey, in 
“ order to their final acceptance." 

Is Pfju/ then become the apostate ? and do the curses 
which he has denounced against the seducers of the 6’fl/a- 
converts, fall at length on his own head ? lie placed 
Timothy at Ephesu^^ as a bulwark against the encroach- 
ments of other doctrines. Was it with a reserve for liber- 
ties of this kind, which he himself should take ? Can we 
think his mind so^lbuch altered, since he told those very 
Ephesians, that, without seeking acceptance through their 
obedience, the}, were already accepted in the BELOVED ? 
Does he now retract the blessed truth ? advising the rich, 
to lay a cloud of golden dust, that it may cover their sins, 
and waft them to the skies ? at the same time, excluding 
the poor frqm the fellowship of this new gospel, and the 
hope of glo#. Is he grown ashamed of that righteousness 
of GOD, which, he assured the Romans, was tin power of 
GOD unto salvation, only through bcltcying t And arc we. 
Sir, grown weary of that pure docirin^^ which was resto- 
red to us, by our glorious reformers ? Are wc willing to 
give up the depositum, and return to the more than Egyp- 
tian darkness of friars and monks ? with whuin 
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— — C<£lum est venale DEUS que / 

But to the point. — I shall transc/ibe the text, and add a 
short paraphrase. Which mav, perhaps-, explain the mean- 
ing, an.l best rchitc the objection Charge them fiat are 
rich in this worl-l, that they do good, that they be rich in' 
good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate'; 
laying up in store for them: elv'es a good foundation, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life. Charge them, those be- 
lievers among you, who are r>ch In this world ; that they 
do good', that, as members of CHUlSI'. they shew kind- 
ness, and exercise beneficence to others. Tliat th*ey be 
rich in good works, abounding in tiiose works and labours 
of love, which flow from fa th, or a arnif »rtabie persua- 
bion of their interest in CIIKIS l\ Ready to distribute, ’on 
all proper occasions, with chearfulness and delight; as 
counting It more blessed to give, than receive. Willing, 
even w thout .solicitation, to communicatti ; and not only 
embracii.g, but seeking every opportunity of relieving the 
necessitous. Lightly esteeming all that is called wealth 
here below *, and laying up in store tor themselves another 
kind of treasure, [even CHRIST ; who is the pearl of 
price, and the true riches.] J his will be a- good founda- 
tion of hope, of comfort, and joy : again..t the time to 
come, whether it be the trying scene oS. sickness, the aw- 
ful hour of death, or the more tremenfoiis day of judge- 
ment. I'haf, plachig their affections on hitn, and liaving 
their treasure in him, they may be found wise merchants. 
Not grasping uncertainties and shadows, but laying fast 
hold on sure and substantial possessions ; even on eternal 
life. _ 

AlTe c.stabliyh the law : we provide fbr i^^onon by the 
perfect (diedienceof CHRIST ; sa\s Asj)asi<x — “ Cad you 
“ possibly think, replies Mr. U'csleij, that St.’^ul meant 
“ this r” — Before*! answer this question, give me leave tt> 
a.sk another. Have you Sir, done justice to Aspasio ? Is 
what you quote, the whole of his interpretanon f Have 
you not secreted a sente ice, which speaks the very thin|^ 
you blame tor omitting ? 
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A member of the House of Commons, haranguing the 
honorable assembly, toiiR the liberty to assert “ 'Hie gen* 
** Ucmen in the mmi-teriaHnter<*st, never propose any thing 
“ tor the good of their t'ountry.”— This was no sooner ut- 
tered, than a warm partizan ot the other side, complained 
loudly of calumny and scandal. Hold, Sir, fora moment, 
said the inlerrujited orator. L**t me just finish my sentence, 
and then give \ ent to your vehement invectives. in* 
tentiun was to have added ; but we in the opposition 
” readily agree to their measures.” — Upon hearing this ex- 
planation, the House smiled, and the hasty zealot sat down 
ashamed. 

Let me produce the whole period, now under consider- 
ation. Then I belieu*, the reader -will allow, that Mr. 
jrer/i^ .has imitated this hasty gentleman, in one instance ; 
and wHfthcr he has not some reason to imitate him in ano- 
ther, I shall leave to Ids own determin.'ition. — Immediately 
after the display of free justification, or of righteousness 
imputed without works *, Aspasio, aw are of the possibili- 
ty of abusing his doctrine, asserts the indispensable neces- 
sity of holiness. Ibis dqjic, es quite cleared from the ac- 
cusation, he triumphs with the Apostle “ Do we tlicn 
make void the law, through faith, in the imputed nghtc- 
ousness of ourLOI^D r GOD forbid ! Yea, we establish 
the law'. Cunitidered as the original covenant of life j 
we provide for its ho or, by the perfect obedience of 
CHRIS T. Considered as the invariable standard of du- 
ty j w'e enforce its observance,* by Uie most latiunal, 
** manly, and endearing motives — Ileic, Sir, was hard- 
ly any room tor the precipitancy of interruption, because 
the whole passage lay before you, and it is a little surpriz- 
ing, t|iat you should see and auimadvcit upon the former 
clause ; ; yet neither sec, nor regatd the clause j im- 
mediately following. 


• ftiim. »v. 6, 
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•* Did such t thought (of establishing the law, .by the 
" atonement and rigliteotiness of CHRIST) ever enter in- 
" to St. Paul’s mind — Let the proceeding context deter- 
mine. Has the Apostle been opening the true sense of the 

E recepts, that they might he rightly understood ? Has he 
een inculcating the inviolable obligation of the precepts, 
that they might be duly practised ? Has he not been assert- 
ing a justification absolutely free, effected by the righteous- 
ness of GOD, without any coagency from the righteousness 
of man ? Does he not, in thela%t words, professedly enctwn- 
tcr the objection, which, in every age, has been raiwtd 
against this sacred doctrine ? “ Hereby you neglect and 
“ dishonor the divice law ” No ; says the inspired apolo- 
gist, the law is hereby t’%t“.blished, and shewn to be njore 
stable than earth or heaven. The grand legislator himself 
shall be humbled to its obedience j the GOD who gave the 
law, shall bleed for its penalties ; rather than a title fail of 
its due accomplishment. — Magnified thus, the law indeed 
is, and made for ever honorable. And though Aspasio does 
not exclude our practical regards, I do verily, for my own 
part, believe j tl.at the former sentiment, against which you 
exclaim, was upnei most with the Apostle, and is the chief 
design of the text. 

Yes, Sir ; it was the Apostle’s chief design, to shew the 
perfect consistency of free justification with the most awful 
glories of the DEITY j and thereby lay a firm foundation 
itor the hope of a sinner. Had justice, which is the essen- 
tial glory of GOp’s fature, or the law, which is tliercviial- 
cd glory of GOD^s nature, or the law, which is the reveal- 
ed glory of his will — had either of these been violated, by 
the evangelical scheme ; benign and desirable as it is, it 
must have been utterly rejected ; it could neyer have taken 
place i the whole world must have perished. |ather than 
such an injury haVe been offered to any of the divine per- 
fections. 'Inereforc St. Paul sweetly teaches, and noiost sa- • 
tistactorily proves, that instead of being injurec^ 
roost illustriously displayed by the obedience and death of 
CHRIST. By this means, JI^OVAH is inflexibly just 
oven in justif)'ing the ungodly and his law is highly exalted. 
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even 
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in ’absolving the transgressor that believeth in JB» 


Here i« firm fooling s krcc is iolid rock. 


Solid rock, on which the sinner may rest, who is well nigh 
sunk in despair ; while the waves and billows of divine in* 
dignntion go over bis alarnied soul.— /'Vrm on which 

he may proceed, who sees the importance of his eternal in- 
terests, and does not risque them on the vague notion of 
mere mercy. Dares not give into the modish religion, 
which leaver such venerable things, as the justice of the 
most high and the law of the most holy, destitute of their 
duq honor. And leaves such impotent. creatures as men, to 
sl’.ift for themselves, by doing the best they can. 

The plain meaning is, we establish both the true' sense 

and the effectual prac tice of the law : we provide for its 
“ being both understood and practised in its full extent.*' 
— How can you make this ^uovision, if you set aside the 
consummate obedience of CHRIST? Who is the end of 
the law for righteousness j for accomplishing that righteous- 
ness, which its precepts describe, and its constitution de^ 
mands. 

Can we — can such miserable sinners as we ever dream of 
effectually practising, in its full extent, that law, which con- 
demns every failure ; which requires truth in the inward 
parts, wbich insists upon perfection, absolute perfection, in 
pvery instance, and on all occasions ; charging us. 

With aft intcnfci and unreijnitted nerve. 

To hold a courfe unfaultcring, 

to the very end of our lives, and from the beginning of them 
too. — Attend, I entreat you. Sir, to this most sublime sanc- 
tity of the divine law. TThcn, instead of *saying, we provide 
for itis performance in the full extent of its demands^ you 
win probably say, with a more becoming modesty, we pro- 
vide for its performance, iii a way of willing, chearful, sin- 
cere obedience. Still Idling unto HIM for Justification, 
who has, in our name, and al our surety, fulfilled it to the 
very uttermost. 
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It is, I apprehend* '>f vour kafiin|; errors, that yotj 
form l«w, scanty, inadequate apprehensions of GOD’s law. 
That law, which is a bright represent uion of hij most pure 
nature ; a boaiitifu) draught ot h'S most hoiv will, and ne« 
ver, since the fall, has been pertcctiv exemplified in any 
living character, bur only in the man CHRIST JESUS — 
From this error, many others muht unavcodably follow. A 
discsteem of imputed righieousness, at d a conceit of perr 
stinal perfection. .\ spirit o! legal bondage, and, 1 fear, a, 
tincture ot pharisaii al pride. 

Should Mr. fFexky ask ; why I harbou'* such a suspicion, 
concerning Itis senliments in this particular? 1 answer; 
because, here, he speaks of practising this law, which is so 
exceeding broad, in its tuii extent. B< cause, elsewhere, 
he represents the violations ot iris law, wnose UfZit tittle is 
of greater dignity tlian heaven and eaith, as small matters; 
as petty offences ; or, to use his ow n words, as “ things 

not exactly right.” — But m<-rc ot this hereafter. 

AspasiOt to vindicate the ecjuity ot (lie luturc judgment, 
declares ; “ 1 sec nothing arbiiiarj in this procedure ; but 
“ an admirable mixture of just severity, and free goodness. 
“ On those, who reject the aionement, just severity. To 
** those, who rely on their S-WIOUR, tree goodness.”— 
-ilr. Wesley, as though he wmuld exculpate the ungodly, 
asks, “ was it ever possible tor them, not to r^ect f” — 
What says our intal'ible councellor ! the TE.ACIiER sent 
Irom GOD ? 7 hni will not come to ME, ffiut they' may have 
life. Tliey rej cctcd his counsel, rhoy would not cease 
from their own works, and betake the mselves wholly to 
the righteousness ot CHRIST. 'I'his method of salvation 
they disliked, it was foolishness unto them. Therefore, 
they were disobedient to the heavenly call.— Ppgs, this take 
away their guilt r Must GOD bercckoned ui^justlil puiiish 
ing, because tnen are c/bstinute in tluir unbciiei 

C»OD does not rcejuire me, as you too injuriously tiipt, 
to ** touch heaven vviih my hanu,” in order to escape daiii* 
«lion. But he invites anu requires me, to accept 6f 
l^pRiKjlST and his salvation. Itj line, t upon any imaginary 
'* 4 CComplislinienls ot my own, 1 over looii the gdt ; of it, 
^ager in the pursuit oi worldly gratiticaiions, I ii ample upon 
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it ; is ni)i the T^ult enr.rely my own ? p.»cs proceed 

from the of tnv ni d, or the bad di8pt)sition of mjr 
ficjirt ; and lea\re my roivluct withitut excuse ? 

Justification is com.'lete, the first mome tt we believe i 
aofl is incaptihk; of augrie radon Thus speaks.— • 

Ti ns Mr. Wesley replies, “ not so."* - Vnd has he, tor his 
authority, a siiiifle text of scripttire : -Nh»; l)ut the whole 
CMingil o.t Trent. One of ihr-se canons dotfinati/cs in thif 
ni 4 nner. ** If any sha.l athr n, thit ri diteuusoess received is 
nut preserved, and increased I'kcwise, by }i;of)d works; 
but ijiat good works f.rp only the fruits and signs orjus- 
“ ufication obtained, not the means of increasing it also, 
let him be accurseil.*” — 1 am sorry. Sir, to sccyoi^ again 
in such company. And I would hone, if it were not an 
iciiandsoittc r fl ction, you did not know vour HS80ctatc.s. 
Y. t It is strange, that a pr.itesta.'.t divine should have been 
so inattentive, to tne ma n pan of his charucier ; or should 
be able to torgct,,that complete ju a ification, tlirough the 
righteou-soess of our LORI) alone, is the very essence, soul, 
and glory of tn:- rciorma iun. 

But let us examine tile point. — Jus* i6f:ation, I apprehend, 
is one single act of divine grace. It must, therefore, be 
either done, for undone. If done, in my verv idea of the 
act, it includes completeness, S > t!ut to speak of income, 
plete justification, is a co tradiction in terms. Likcsjfieak- 
ing pi dark sun shine, or .i rou id sq lare. 

An ihcprppiete jusii.icaii Ml s.*eni.s in the very nature of 
things,, to be an aosolute imp vssibiiity. Lve.i an earthly^ 
judge cannot jusiiry, wiiere there is the least departure from 
integrity. He may overKiok ; he in ly snew clemency j m 
may forgive. But he cannot, in such a ^.ase, pronounce 
righteous, .Mucli le.ss ca.i we s ipp .so, that justification 
should Uike place beiure an infinite. > pure and jealous 
GOD, unl^s all guilt be done away, aud the person be 
rendered complete!]/ ri^o/roi/v 

Besides; caa that jus.ihcation be other .than complete, 
vhich is brought to pass by Tne mnat majestic SON otGODf 
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Ry his perfectly hqjy nature , hy his ir-ilnilel/ j)i‘ecious sut* 
ferings ; and by hts inconceivably ti'fi-ritoriuas obedience ? 
'ITiis, if any tiling in the world, inu-t be absolutely complete ; 
beyond compare, and beyond irna;pnation coinplett; j to 
speak all in a word, complete in |>r' portion to the dignity, 
perfection, and glory of the accompli -.her. 

Is any such notion, as an incomplete Justification, to he 
found in the hible ; St. Paul says, tchoiioever believeth ii 
justified; to all intents and purposes justified. No, Says 
Mr. JVediy ; he may be justified only in part or by halves. 
He that believeth, adds the apostle, is justified from all 
things. No, replies Mr. Wesley ; many that believe, espi- 
cially in the infancy of their faiih, are justified only firom 
tome things. There is no necessity, that justification should 
be complete, when or where-ever it exists. 

Is their no necessity ? Why then docs the voice ibf inspi- 
ration assert; that the righteousness of GOD, is tipon them 
that believe ? Can a man have that incomparably magnifi- 
cent righteousness, and yet be incompletely justified ? — 
Does not the same inspired writer declare — ^Fhat this |)er- 
flpct and divine righteousness is upon all ; not upon some 
only, but upon all believers ? Whether they be weak of 
strong ; whether in the first moments of their conversion, 
or in the last stage of their warfare. — Yes ; and he farther 
assure* u$, that there is no diflerence. No difference, with 
itgard to the righteousness itself ; for it is the one everlast’ 
ing righteousness of the incarnate GOO. No 
as to the reality of its imputation for it is unto all, and upon 
No diflerence, in the w'aj of receiving it ; which is by 
*i|ith in JESUS CHRIST. Consequently, no difference in 
the fruits or effects ; which are pardon and acceptance, free 
and full justificutio I. 

Is Mr. Wesley^ like \\\c Popish party, an.advQieite fora 
flrst, for a second, for 1 know not how many jiHtificattons? 
According to this scheme indeed, justification may be an 
incomplete thing. But the misfortune attending this scheme 
is, that it has no founuation in scripture.^ The scripture 
knows nothing of it ; the scripture declare! against it j and 
acknowledges, as but one faith, but one b^tism, so but 
obe justification. 
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This is rhe grand scriptural maxim j HE hath by one obr 
lotion, perfected for ever, them that n^e sanctified. The 
oblation is one, needing no repetition, md no appendage. 
It does not parliuHv an ompli.di, bat perkets the business 
of justification. Perfcci» ii, not :it the last only, but from 
first to last ; yea, for ever and ever. In behalf of all those, 
who are sanctified ; or made partakers ot this great sacii* 
fice, and this divine atojieincnt. 

This is the fine scriptural illustration; The heir, even 
zoltile he is a child, is lord of all. You have perhaps, a sort 
born. Upon this child you multiply your favours and 
cafVesscs. He grows in wisdom and stature. Yet neither 
your favours, nor his growtl), add any thing to his sonship, 
nor augment his right to your With both 

these he was invented, the first mo);;.Mit he drew, breath. 
So, we ire no sooner jti'.rifif'd, ih:!u vve are heirs; heirs of 
GOD, and joint heirs CtiHIS Tl;o preceplioo and 

enjovmcnt of thi; privilege may incivc.->e. lJut the prtvi- 
legc' itself, like the birth-right ol the iirsi born, is incapable 
oi augmentation. 

Would Mr. Wesley, with the follow-’rs of Arminius. 
exclude the righteousness ot CHRIST ; and introduce 
something of inan’s, a?* the exlitlent, or as a concurrent, 
clause of justification ? Then likewise his notion of a gra- 
dual, a variable, an incomixlete justification, must ensue.-fr 
Whether it be faith, which he wouKl introduce for this 
purpose, or repentance, or sincere obedience, or whatever 
else he pleases ; according to the measure ,of these works 
or graces, must be the degree of juiiification. And not 
only as to diffisrent persons, but as to the same person, at 
dillerent times. 

Farther;’ Bince all these endowments are, so long as we 
continue |n tht present state, iniperfrct; our justification 
must, actording to this plan, unavoidably partake of their 
imperfections. It cannot be entire and lacking notliing, 
till mortality i$ swallowed up of life. — Bjt'how contrary is 
this to a cloud of witnesses; from the scriptures ! are, 
even noyr,jusliped. He hath, even in l!ii> present time, 

Ge 
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reconciled you to the birth and ditath of 

lMMANUEi.,.th(^e ia.^ot peace on earth, bst good- 
will towards men ; favour, coittplacencjr, and love, from 
the holy. GOD, to the fallen soul. And is not this com- 
plete justification ? 

“ There may be as many degrees in the favour, as in the 
“ image of GOD.” — This objection turns upon a supposi- 
tion, that the favour of GOD towards us, is occasioned by 
the image of (JOD in us. Which is the doctrine of the 
law ; the very language of Heathenism.; and has not a sa- 
vour of that gospel, in which CIlRiST ball. And 1 thinic 
mpelf more concerned, to remove such very prejudicial 
mistakes, than to si*t and adjust any nice speculations, relat- 
ing to degrees of the divine favour. Aspasio has touched 
this point. Referring you to his observation, 1 shaft confine 
myself to a morv! interesting subject. 

It is CHRIST, who has redeemed us to GOD, to the 
favour, and fruition of GOD, by hi» blood, By his blood 
alone, without any aid from our goodness, or any co-opera- 
tion from any creature. — His work pleases GOD. His 
work magnifies the law. His work is incomparably the 
noblest of ail things in heaven or earth. This therefore is 
our recommendation to the divine majesty. Interested in 
this, we stand perfectly righteous before the KING immor- 
tal, antiiAiall be eternally acceptable in his sight. It wasonJy 
on account of Ahraham's supplication, that GOD' lhewed 
compassion to AbimtUxh. It was only on account of Job's, 
intercesttton, that the LORD was pacified towardsl^tbr^e 
Iriends. And it is only on account of CHK£f|f*8 righte- 
ousness, that the HIGH and HOLY O^Et beholds any 
child Adam w ith complacency and deft^tv.i .To JESUS 
alone belongs the honor of reconciling, saving 

the imuimcublo millions of ledcemed sinnOR^.<;j;i^d b not 
the LAMB that wa; skin, worthy to be thus imkl^ed, and 
thus e\aite(l ? 

Is then our own internal and external goodness of no 
avail in this matter r— Let us bear the eftmuent Isaiah, the 
'evangelist of the JwWish Church. looks ot 

*• man si .ail be huiiibied, and the haughtmemof men shall 
, « be bow ed dovvi) j and the LORD,” 4ic LORD JESUS- 


KEY. ’VnaXAt. 


III^SSStebiSEIS^S^E 





CHRIST, alone, shall be ei^ed in — Does this 

text, it may be said, relate td the’foEpieU 4nd the ease of 
acceptaiKe with GOD ? ‘Ch* is it possible to make what 
follows, consistent with such an interpretation ? — Let u$ 
see, whether it be not, by the HOLY GHOST himself, 
made perfectly consistent with such a sense. 

“ The day of the LORD of host, in the prophetical 
scriptures, generally and principally signifies the time of the 
gospel-dispensation. When the IX)RD puts the finishing 
hand to his revdation ; gives the brightest display of his 
grace ; and gatbeiv together all things in CHRIST, 

This day, and its influence, shall cause a wonderful revo- 
lution in, what is called, the leligiuus, virtuous, moral world. 
It bhal! fall like a thunderbolt upon every idol, set up in 
the licarte-flf men ; shall prove their wisviom to be folly ; 
their ability to be impotence ; all their works to be worth- 
less. 

This prophecy, being so repugnant to our notions, and 
so disgustful to our Inclinations, is asserted and enforced 
with the greatest particularity, both as to persons and ^ 
tilings. 

As to persons. — For the day of the LORD of hosts 
“ shall be open”— whom ? Upon the sordid wretch, or the 
scandalous sinner ? Rather upon every one that is proud 
and k^ty in his own conceit •, pluming himseif with thu 
notion of some imaginary pre-eminence above his neigh- 
bour. It. $ .all be likewise upon every one that is lifted up 
in the esteem of. otliers. Either on account of Roman vir- 
tue, or Athenian phiIo.<iO])hy, oi^ Piiarisaical zeal. And, 
notwithtfsmdmg his aspiring -pre'enaions, or glittering ac* 
compitsbrnents, he shall be brought low ; shall be degrad- 
ed t« thi^iioiink’‘of a lost, undone helpless sinner. 

So i>hali have it in his power to say, ** 1 am 

“ betteF,.fhaD thftu, I stand upon more hunor^jblc terms 
*' with mv Maker, and am a litter object for his favour.” 
They shall all be like prisoners, confined in tiie same «un- 
geon, and liable to the same condeninatiun. Iv.ery one o/ 
them equal^ destitute of any piea icr justiicaficTi ; and all 
of them, as to acceptance vvith tiicir CiviijVJ’OR, w ithout 
ioy diflfereace, dtlfltreuce, in this rcspi^t, between t!i« 
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accomplished |^tl0mai!i; and the infamous scoundrel; no 
difference between the eirtuou^iady, and the vile ptostitute^ 
No dliTercnce at all, as to theiWiy and manner or their ob- 
tainii.g salvation. So tliat the whole may appear to be of 
grace. 

As to This part of the subject is illustrated by a 

grand assemblage of images ; comprehending all that is 
most distinguishable in the visible creation, and denoting 
whatever is most admired or celebrated among the sons of 
men. — Oaks and cellars arc the most stately productions of 
vegetable nature, l''icrefore the the day shall be upon all 
the oaks of ihsh.'ui. — Hills and mountains are the most con- 
spicuous and majestic elevations of the earth. Therefore 
the dav shall be I'pon all the high mountains, and upon all 
the hills that rrt lifted tip. — lowers and cities are the most 
magnificent w iriCs of human art. 'rhereforc the day shill 
be upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall. — • 
I'hc sbipi/ n{ 1 arsitip are put for the wealth, the advanta- 
ges, and the various improvements, procured by naviga- 
tion and commerce. Pleasant pktures may represent every 
elegant and refined embellishment of civil life. — ^Tlie whole 
collection of metaphors, seem to express all these attain- 
ments, possessions, and excellencies, which arc supposed 
to add dignity to our nature, or stability to our hopes ; to 
constitute a portion, in which we ourselves may rest satis- 
fied, or a recommendation, which may entitle us to jfte fa- 
vor of heaven. 

Yet all these things, before the requirements of GOD’s 
law, and before the revolation of his righteousness, shall 
be eclipsed and disgraced. Thrown to the £>Ats, and con- 
signed over to obscurity ; thrown to the and tram- 

pled into the dust. So that in the pursuit tii^jietetnal life, 
none shall regard them ; or else regard them^ 0|tl^ to de- 
spise them. 

Ibus says the Prophet a second time— To render the 
work of humiliation effectual, he redouljiles his blow. May 
our whole souls fee! the energy of his Vtforons expressions ! 
Thus shall the loftiness of man be box^ed, -down, and the 
haughtiness of men shall be laid low. All notion of per- 
sonal excellency set aside, tliey shall be base and vile in 
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their own eyes. Acknowledge the impoaibility ofejbeinj 
reconciled by any duties of their own, and place all theijr 
confidence on the Ibpitiataigdeath and meritorious obedi* 
ence of JESUS CHRIST, ^ey less than nothing j HE 
all in all. 

With this important sentiment I close my letter; not 
without an ardent wish, that it may sink into our thought^ 
and dwell upon both our hearts. 


Yours, &c. 





LETTER V. 

* Rev, Sir, 

Your last, and several of your other objecti* 
ons, appear more like notes and memorandums, than a just 
plea to the public, or a satisfactory explanation of your 
opinion, 't hey have rather the air of a caveat, than a con- 
futation i and we are often at a loss to discern, how ftur 
your remonstrance is either forcible or apposite. 

Brief negatives, 'laconic assertions, aud quick interroga- 
tories, opened bv no pertinent illustrations, supported by no 
scriptural authority, are more likely to stagger, stun, and 
puzie, than to settle our notions in religion. You seem. 
Sir, to have forgotten, that propositions are not to be esta» 
blished, with the same ease, as doubts ate started. And 
therefore have contented yourself with a brevity, whicb 
produces IHtle conviction, and more than a little obscu- 
rity. 

This bm^ly of yours, is the cause, and I hope, will be 
the excuse, of my prohxity. M'hkh, I perceive, is grow- 
ing updfl my' hands, much more than 1 intended. If you 
had been pleased to snew your arguments at full length, 
and to accompany with proof your glosses upon scripture, 
the reader wouhl then have been able to determine the pre- 
ponder^ing evidence, between yourreit and Aspasio. And 
my trouble Had been considerably lessened, perhaps quite 
spared. 



An instance ^ f|ie,fb^|Ottl|, rci 
which' follows.-^i $||^<t^tt^tiientions a righteousi^H im> 
puted, says Aspaao,^ a righteousness, sa^ Mr. 

“ Wesley ; never OBKjjltj o^^ll0ipl)r righteousness.*'— St. 
Paul metUtons tlie rirate<;MW|$s which is imputed, both 
with and without tlie Greetc article. And do neither of these 


remark, is the objection 


Paul mentions tlie 
with and without ti 


= Ttmbe^ 
tile Greetc 


signify a righteousness ? This is a piece bf criticism, as new 
to me, as it is nice in itself. — Besides, where is die differ- 
ence between a righteousness, and rigtiteousiless • 

Is not every righteousnes, a righteousness — Is 
not every person a person ? And every prodigious refine- 
ment, a prodigious refinement ? I thought, Mr. Wesl^ had 
known how to employ his time better than in splitti.ig, or 
attempting to split hairs. 

To what purpose. Sir, is this e^cessivc refinemwit ? Many 
of your readers, I apprehend, will find it difficult to con- 
jecture. For my own part, I freely confesssi, that I could 
fiof, fyt a considerable time discern your aim. Nor can I 
even now, discover inf b^er design, than a forced endea- 
vour, to exclude the righteousness of CHRIST j and intro- 
duce a mistaken something of year own, to officiate in its 
stead. As the thread of your criticism is spun extremely 
fine, we must examine it with the closest attention. Bat 


first let me just take notice — 

^ That Aspasio, in consequence of his observation, deduc- 
ed from the apostle’s ljnj;aage, asks ; what or whioSe righ- 
teousness can this be ? To w lii<. li hir. MTessley^ dtSSWers'; 
"** he tells you himself; faith is imputed for e|glll^>ijstte8s.'' 
But have you never icad interpi^^iy^^ 

text f If not, be so impartial, as to cast appn the 

tenth dialogue. There he c<)nsidcrs this at large, 

and lays before you his exposition of the im- 
posing it, without aNsignmg a reason. Buf with hia 

exposition, presenting you with the groundSHeV^i^gpinion. 
If you can overthrow them, try your strength aim y(Hur skill, 
'fbey Stand ready to receive your attack } being, at present, 
In full possession of the field. ^ ^ ^ 

However, if you will not advert allow 
tdlt, if I can, to penetrate vours. ** meot’i- 

am a righteousness, but simply 'I'hus, 1 
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SON JESUS, an<) ajpi^^iidi^le^ '^is honor to hti ob^djende 
and death. In the‘tnfH;l|!|rW'jiit^IIScation, it is mv’ business 
not to furnish a condnffti^. OOt to supply any part, but to 
receive the whole from nis mItMBs. 

On CHRIS I 's tleath sinners are to rely, as the cause of 
their forj^iveness ; on CHRIST’S obedience, a%the ground 
of their acceptam e “ I low docs this agree with pag. 59 ?** 
— Be pleaded to turn b tek, Sit i and with a very litfle al- 
tention, you will percent* the agreement, 'flven let me de- 
«re you to lui ^ inward; and you Wilt, probably, discern 
nn/re than a little nigenuitt, in yoUr 0A*n proeedure. Since 
you rt solve tt) stop yo ir ears against the auth >r*s explana* 
tion and restriction ot his own meaning *. — If you was ex- 
jtmiplqg a mathematical svs'em, you would always carry 
in your memory, the leading problems or introductory ax- 
ioms. it you did not, your own judgement would blame 
ydU*. And when you neglect to do the sa)ne,ih canvassing 
a fboti{b:||cal tregttse^does not your own conscience reprove 
you J ' , 

Our tJORt) commends such kind of beneficence only, 
as were exercised to a disciple. Here Mr. U\sky a^ks ; 
'** is not thii a slip of the pen?**— Read the passage, Sir, 
and answer yourself. V/hat are our tX>RD s words ? /«- 
osatuch <t# ye hare dour il to these my brethten. Have you 
UOt tbeh ns much reaMiii, to charge our divine MASTER 
wHb a slip of the tongue, as to charge Aspasb wdlh b Uip 
^ ofthe pen? It is undeniably plain, that he ooe^j^fhefcdttH 
'bnend only such kinds of beneficence, as was'iiiti^ised to* 
wards his brethren. And 1 presume, you wiji 4 '^^ 
that his brethren, the iiubk-r relation,' cam^i^ 
tensive than his disciples, the inferior. , ' 4 ' » 

ill not our LORI) tntn comme^if 4 Ml^»fe 

ficcjicc, provided, fScc.” — Excuse my*i 





Tnptg i* 'i 'In, fx-akinjollheobfcdienretddKjt^SofCHItlST, »reW(Mly 
■f*. •• nettle, i mi) S»p,ei«p fa^OMfiatr tiMm, 

ictiftc in (t « ext hill sc lcii(r » i ut w«i Id «i U Ami|A 

l.»olimg upnn uyi tfij iW**. 'Wd' 



iccd ft r Ik iiicjrniRlui^ , wa» ciirriod on 
^ o%ii iM )4ul, m iu coiuikm 

ut I if 








You are ramblioi^WII^MJ^ar Cn RIST» 
ill 40y quite anotber neither denies, 

nor affirms any thing, on that he considers 

is, what appears tobettjli%d^W^ih th.it particular de- 
scription of the last day, ana Ifs iwlttl pr< >ci ss. Nor will he 
scnjple to affirm, a second iltde# tmt our LORD applauds 
sueh acts of beneficcfi e only, as were exercised to a disci- 
ple i to believers } to hU brethicn. 

TTie righteous judge sjJecifies this sort of monificcnce,he- 
cause it is a sure indication of oi.«' begotten by the woi^ of 
truth. It is a test, which none but the saints and fatthfur 
in CHRl&T JESUS will come up to. And a Christian Is 
most properly distinguhhedi not by what he does !o com* 
mpn with others, but by the dilTert nt prindpte froan whi<^ 
he acts T-rOf this parttcttlsrity Aspaslo takes OA Pilr« 
pose to warn, as well as to exlwrt his leaaera. * 
them, that they may abound In works <Mf gtuetihlit?. 
Warn them, that their works m»v sps^g feoijil’ the 
source, iaith inehe divine REDEEMER, ^ \ 

” You are tKrt Williiic to call worke.df beneficence, 
though exercised to a ^tparltan nr a Heathen,” transient 
bubbles.— No more* is Aspasio, In the m nse and manner, 
you insinuate. He calls them such, not absolutely, but re- 
latively. Not in themselves, but with respect to an affialf, 
infinitely too great for them to transact, either in whokpr 
in part,^ In this view (as relative to justificatum) St 
calk , them dung, which is despicable and sordid, ahtrely 
tljen' A^jjl^o may call them bubbles, wliich are ^ev^ bui 
dent call the desk, on which 1 wfUc, a> 
ih^. Yet I should not lu sitate to Say ; It Is 
SCa^^ahegK shell, if appointed to transport an army 
“ r^lifeeble as an egg shell, it set up as a wall of 
fdMt0 a battery of cannon. 

CHk 1ST exceed the S-'fibes and rhaiisees j 
TothtS'*^ik|>adb replies. Not only in bung sincere; in 
having fespcct to all tiOD’s commandmuits , but also in 
posseishil a coinptete righteousness. Kor i an this b«.hh 
l^pCrtect obedience ot our great N 
54li^|J>RD mean this? no 
not pt' 
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>oii 1 IH “ Tl^ fneot/ie# in ^ )ll'> i r pirts o^hU «*f- 

“ 'non, t'lo ' n irM:«nces« wVrt* n tV in«*n'*st of i 
tbr '.fian t\( that of the Scfibe»an'l Piarise'*s *~ne 
dooi so. R It t^ i» n >f an ahwhit^Jv com'>I«*te ri.rh^e witness ? 
A m elcni s \s itho'it th<» least enioti >n of rrs^ntment*-— — 
.A ouritv, u fi'niit f' t* least stain of evil co’i« •r'l'svnr * — 
A love, a lo nj ' iPerine, a perfection, such as our F V TTIER 
vhich i> in h iven exorcis* s N 'w if t >is does n it exw** I 
tt-e r £;hteousness of a 1 the t’^nstians in the norld, or if this 
is t») be toiin 1 m iiv character, save otiv i tn*» character 
our trreat MEDI VTOR, 1 retract, most freely retrict 
mv opi ion 

The discourse relates to that righteousne-s, bv which we 
8-e saved } or, by virtue o* wb« h, we enti r into th* km»* 
dom of heaven * y\nd wh\,Sr, whv will sou not r*st.m 
the honor of obtaining salvation, to the nost bKsed IVf- 
!M VNUEI/s blood and obeilience f Why will \ou ed-je up 
your peoiile’s wav to the itnmortdl mansitins. by te.u hin r 
ihein to depend upon duties and attainments ot t leir own ? 
— S 1 ul 1 aov one, bearing this doctrine, that the 1 uv of the 
ten commandm' nts requires a perfect, sinless obedience ; 
that none can be delivere i from the wrath to c nn®, or en- 
jov eternal life, w thout this utdnning, perf ct obedience j 
should such a one, struck, w ith siirim^e dndaixietv, en- 
quire ; Who then can be saved What answer would 
Mr. ffca/rygive ? — The answer we would make, is obvious 
and.fuli of consol nion. ” N > man, by his ow i perform- 
ances. But salvation is to be sought, salvation is to be ob- 
tained, by the righteousness of another EVeo bv the 
consummate ohechence of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 

lie brings this specious hypocrite to the test*— How 
“ does It appear, you ask, that this young ruler WM a by- 
** poente? It appears from his conduU. For, he came 
kneeling to our SWIOUR, as oie sincerely ^sirou^ of 
learning his du'v , vet, when instructed in H» he would pot 
jprrform i^ — It appeirs fiom vour own character of him — 
ifswi say, “he loved th.* world.” Tlipn the love of the 
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F \THER was not in him. Th«lf Wtte» \ ‘d tt) the I >ve 
o* GOD, is evident irom hk t»wn IsmIitoi. Th it he had no 
rea’ We, is certain fr.»m Vtmr own tcknowledjr nent. It 
p>‘eteiiee, \\ ithout reftHtv, be ftiat htftwcri'.v, pleas • t > i ifor n 
Us, what is — It is tarther appji^e.it, from v > ir distant on 
the case, “ ThereWe he cottld not keep anv of the com* 

*• mandme.i'v in fh dr sp ritual sens-.” And it is a sure, 
as well as im lort-int truth, that wlioever pretends to keeji 
toe commandtnents, >et does not keep them in their spirit* \ 
«al meaning, is .i deceiver of himself; a deceiver of others; | 
a Ju txK rite. I 

The keenins; of the commandments, says Mr. IFer/ey, | 
is undonhtedlv the way to, though not the cause of eter- 
“ '*1 hfe.*’~llMW then came it to pass, that ottr LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, should declare? ///y» the rftfj, The, 
w IS , to wi at ? To the favou*- ot GOD ; to the rruirion of 
GOT) ; to eserv spiritual blessiiiff ; or in other wisrd*, to 
tienidl life — After such a cl dm, from such a person, tniy 
I not, without the imputation of undue confidence, deny 
)«)ur assertion in jour own form of socech? *• The keepiiijj 
‘‘ of the commandments tundonbiedf^ cannot he the way 
“ to eternal life i” since this i' an h mor, inis is a prerfiga- 
ti^e, which the all' glorious REDEEMER ha> challenged 
to himself. 

Hence your distinction, between th** w'ty to. and the 
of, appears to have no countenance tr > n scripture. And 
will it n it, u') 0 » a revk-w, a ipcar to have as little sap;ioft 
from reasMi? Cast your eye uwii jonder bridge It is 
thrown <»v<iE a deep and wide river. Ijt is the Way, the 
only way, viberebj I cmss the water, and arrive at the op- 
posite bank. If so, is it n »t likewise the cause of my safe 
arrival on the,ofWr side ? There may be, in this case, other 
causes, ppttcotlritant or sub irdinatc. B il the bridge is the 
grand ome; that which every body chiedv regards; and to 
which mv passage is always ascribed 
CHRIST therefore is the way, the only \."iv, to life and 
' immortality. By his precious bio id, and bv hi% divine righ* 
teousnesa, we pass die gulph of wrath and distrurtion. By 
the thi(^|s which he has done, by tue pains w'hii.h ie haa 
tire eat^ die" t^ms of peace »itd j >y. 

‘ ’ ‘ sr.V 
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inglv, ui‘ 4r<* ** <js{h'iTte4 tntpalk in him, ai! are as'»ure<f, 
t*uf as nianv as walk, fp thii wav, tH jU rrne o thfir ttren^fh. 
Thu IS, 'vliaf V e|jn*}e calk* M#* pen? tfW //rv«i* oa^f. This 
is, what the P.alniUst styles, thf tta>/ t irla>t m *\nd 
though fif' r \avs may Wfl* right unfo a mwi, yet the end 
thereut are the mt/i af d^ath, 

A dou*<t, ptrlia])s, ni<u arise in the reader’s miod, sug- 
gested bv the w >r Is I \ prophet ; an high xvay thaU he 
iheret a umy, and it \h ill be called the xeay of koltneis.-— 
True. 1 he wav i» • the lotarnate GOf), with-yll 

his gifts, pr'vil ges, and blessings It shall be called the 
way of holiness * . None can enter and 4 ivance therein, 
yi t continue carnal ana unclean. All that travel this road* 
renounce the hidden things ot darkness, and do the vitorks 
of righteousness. It does not indeed find, but it assuredly 
mdkes* the passengers righteous And though holiness i$ 
not their way, yet it is a principal pan of their business, 
While the walk in CHRIST, 

Jspasio, having occasion to speak of Abraham's faith, 
quote;* the words of the apostle i by works his faitn teas 
made pet feci. Which be thus explains; *‘hist.iith hereby 
** answered its proper end, and appeared to be ot the true, 
** the triumphant, tiic sen plural kind. Since it overcame 
** the world, oven amc seif, and regarded GOD as all m 
** all.”-»-To this Mr. Wcilty replies, with the sulemnky of 
a censor, and the auihoniv ot a dictator; “ Nj. The patu- 
** t«] sense of the words is, by the gtace superndded, while 
he wrought tliosc works, his faith was literady made per* 
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** the medium of to i muni *}U m I e st%n GOD md ; % It hnWf'wt m bm 
•• walk All iiiflufutcs ot love, kii diuU, meivy troro ij^xgh hinli) 

** til our returns ot lu%r drl ^ t tnub ooedirnce unto GOD|^ ill rbreui^ii him He 

bdtsg tha* one \m), <«C)D to t { promiietli hu people * k a> Ithtinas way* 

*« 111. 3tXK\ ? \n ! s wriv of holineft, a wav ^itnut’r'ryu eft in tlatoiue 

** noter It US h s ft ither let It rth lU xIm 16 All other waVa* «P or hM’ paths bat 

** this, go down ( y tt f ch ml c f deiih thev l«>d to w «ik, c suiracv to GOD ’ 

Scfitreatil; rnt i d urn i with (.OD liy John Os^ev* D D \ hich pyc- 
tgmi ut With il L tp ( i an 1 qu utrl nee r f tne Kulpfi , %tfuh tho iiob^eli pnviieqts and 
coni il tl uis I c^ It amt) an malm,; u& thrrt iy to lU the dutirs nf holy obe- 
H'rc j c I i(s« ft d r 1 '•s rn tb pr n Mi i aud h rt^cy in sha cup \iarrow 
i^liaiieft on t - f u in t> treat w, ttye nuthor hat ddijia (hui, I 
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'* feet ’*-— Your nr lof Sir. WljgtlwsNp ^<iU to nuke (jood 
thi» interprctatiort ? THcre l« iwjt; R ijl text ahoul 
gracip Siuper d led i$ ii<» A< ttv cause of a 

{effected f*'’h. N<s, the wcfctl Rtffter eM>'-es>ly asM^ne 
another, Bv works s*j8 St Jtitttes hi-, faith was made 
perfect N *, savs Mr Jf er/ev f bot hv jn/te cu;wradded, 
8t. Jame* affirms one thing ; Mr HV / </ affirms t. e con- 
trarv s and who am I, that I should dec fe between tAo 
S’lch disputants > B tt I believe, the reader will, without my 
!t.ter{>f»>al, eaal) chu e bis si le 
.Peritaps, you will reiJy ; il this is not the trie sense, pro* 
duce a better —One less opposite to the n^tural import ot 
the words, and the apparent me ining t^f the apoatle, » al* 
rtady pfoduied Do vt a ins st upon another? f wHl flwn 
refer you to abler judges,— Shall F send to an exf^itor, 
whom \ou Youiielf 4*miie? Dr Z?iWr/(/gf thus comment^ 
upon the text. “ //« Jaith uar per^tikd by workf i the 
integrity of it, was made fully apparent, to himself, to 
** angeU, to GOD.*’ — Shall I remit you to an expositor, 
who can neither deceive, nor be deceived? Tie COD of 
glorv s-ivs , ny yfrfn^ih h maiepertecl in neakness. Made 
pdkit ! how ? Is there any Midi thiOf.', .is a saptf addilton 
to GOD Almighty’s pouir, while he ixerrs it in behalf of 
his people? 'Ibis none can imagine. But it is hereby 
xnanitested, to tbiur comfort, and fits glorv. Tlie same 
wodr, is used concerning Abrab(ini\ f-ilth, and concerning 
the God of Ibraltiim's strength. Why then should It not 
be utderatood in the same ^ense ? 

Shall 1 i^end you to a famihar illustratjon ? I view, from 
my window, a young tree. Tbe gardener, when hfi plant- 
ed It* told me 1 it was a fruit-tree, a pear tree, a right; 
Beakte da, ith^. It may be such a tree, and have its respec- 
tiveae<td hi itaiflt B..t this did not then appear. If, when 
Aututtm its branches are laden with fruit, with 
pears, with thm deh'ious kind of peats, this will be a dc- 
monitration of al) thu&e propertirs 1 lu-s will, not mal.e it 
auchx particular tree } no, nor make it a good and fruitful 
tree ; but only shew it to be at that fine sutt, or makR its 
nature, tmd pcufcctions^ evident 
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St /a/m speaks of the jiJ^ti<tC4tif)n of nu huth; tnif 
proceeds Aod thoi replica Mr. not un« 

“ less von mean Hy tlwit odd expression, our faltH bein^ 
“ made perft 1 1 ” — I mean such a perfection of faith, «S 
mentioned abnv- Other pcrfettion-* I hnd not, either Ip 
I (inks firm n. Was taith perleit, in yu'/r Sw*n<ie of the 
VK'rd, l( ve, ) \, and al' holiness would be perfect likewis*. 
c/ rrcsponduit to the pn (ipU, would be the state of the 
production. 'I here woiil i be no long[er any cause for th.it 
petit on, ul ich the d^ciples put up; LOlU), increase our 
fa th. Nor for that supplicatt m, which y ui an i I, s > I mg 
as we continue members of the Church of Endian must 
use ; g ve unto us the iiu reuse of faith, hope, and cha» 
ri** ' ^ 

You call the justification < f our faith an “ odd expres- 
sion.’' — Is it oot founded on the tenour of the apostle’s dis- 
course ? Is It net the native result of the aposife’s inquiry ? 
Shm w thy faith, I*rov« it to be real and unfeigne i.— 
Pr ve It by i»ucb acts, as demonstrate* you trust in J EvSlfS 
alone for i ver*asting life. If it stands this test, we shal 
at knowledge It to be that precious faith, whose author is 
GOt),and whusi end is s.ilvation,— Is not that a justifica- 
tion of faith, which displays it» sincerity, and renders it 
avitbput rebuke ? S >nicwhat like this, would be reckoned 
a justification of any person, or of any other thing, and wh/ 
not ot faith ? 

Sbmething, >ou see, Sir, mav be said, in vindication nf 
this express!, n, However, if it be thought impropct} if it 
tend to create auv confusion in our sentimepts ; or to draw 
off our attention fioin that grand idea, which is peculiar to 
the word justification , the idea, 1 mean, of bmg m ide 
righteous betvire (»Ol) I freely give it upi I wifl alter it 
in my bo )k ; and use it no more. 

HfthatJocthu'^hkousneiSyh righteous. He mahifests 
the truth ot his conversion, and just tics his profession from 
all suspicion ot insjnctritv.—“ Nay , says Mr. Ifer%, the 
^ plain meaning is, he alone is truly righteous, whose faith 
« worketh by love.’ — lowr exposition may be true, and 
Jlij/!gfsw*s no kbs tiue. 1 leave the reader to determine, 
whmfc most c.\acllv suitable to tile 
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He is speaking of the vhrhtM righteoastiess. That which 
rendm us righteous before GOO. 'Otat xtrhich flesh and 
blood.could never have discQvmsd. Which therefore was 
graciously revealed in the gospel, and is the principal sub* 
ject of gospel-preaching. As then there were, and always 
tVould be, many pretenders to the noble privilege, St. John 
lays down a maxim or a touchstone, to disti ignish the sin- 
cere from the hypocrite. lie tint uitf irmly do"th righte^ 
ousnest, in a way of sanctification ; h", and he o ilv. it to 
be aclcndwledged by us, as truly rig ’iteoas be way of justi« 
iication. 

far be it fr om me. Sir, to be fm 1 >t wmgling. Where 
you hit upon the truth or c j n; pretty n*ir it, I shall never 
be eag'T to on ns*. O M >* entrarv, I shall bo very de* 
slrous to agree ; an 1 preserve as m ich as possible, both the 
unity of opinion, a 1 1 the lar n mv of afFecti > j.-r- Your own 
interpretation shall ta'c • nhoe O >ly let yoar xo trkmf be 
the sign and fruit of a righte<ws stat-*, not that which makes 
or constitutes Ut righte ms The righteousness of fallen 
creatuies, is n )t of themselves, b u<>f me, saithth • L'').ID. 
If is bring It in aid aoconidshel bv HIM, viom 
GOD hath set forth to b- th-*ir M eVDI \ T ) 4 a 1 1 SURE* 
TY. So that we ar- ma le r g iteo is, not b,* d lio ' anv 
thing whats lever, but silelv by bilicving in JESUn, 
—Hence U comes tina^s, tntwerea'Iy are, what the 
Apostle afiir ns, n th ♦ * nlo vi » g vvords , r/nhfeottr, e^en at 
he is righteoat, N >♦ bir.dv ri^iteoja. as* i le moral llii* 
thens, by dint of li imn reso it ion. N it barely righteous 
ns tlw reputable J • vs, by the in 1 le ic • of- tiieir legal sanc- 
tions. But rig items wit 1 1 lar very righteoasness, wiich 
adorns, and exahs, an 1 will eternally disting jish tne only 
begotten I^IST of GOD 

It retdains to be e 1 1 nre I ; vvh it faith is most likely to 
operate, in. this excell • it aivl happy manner ? I mean to 
work by love. — Le me illustrate the point by a shirt apo- 
logue ; then reieise toe rea ier tri ti Ills atientiin, and the 
writer from nis tisk. 

A certain king had two favourites, whom he hinored 
with his necuitar ti^ard, apd enriched wiui a cca.>e.esslibe* 
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rality. 'I hry both, insemibie of their vast obligations, be* 
tame traitors and mbelt. Being convicted of treason 
against tlu ir sovereign, he was determined to overcome 
their evil wi'h good. Accordinglv, when they had nothing 
to plead 111 tluir own behalf, he generously lorgave them 
both, 'flic one he disnis'5(.*d from prison, and suffered to 
li\c unm ilcstcd on hi-, pruate inheritan 'c. The other he 
re.stored to all his high preferments, and public employs, 
lie adorned him again with the robe of hooor, and admit- 
ted him ag »in into the bosom of favour. — Which of them, 
now, w ill fi el till* warmest affection for their sovereign ? 
M hith ot them will be most ready to serve him on all Oc- 
casions ? And if need be, to hazardeven li^e in his defence? 
—He, doubtless, on whom most was bestowed. 

And is not that person most likely to work and obey, 
from a principle or love ; who believes, that his divine 
LORI), has not only bore the curse, but fulfilled the law 
for him ? Has given him, notbarelv an exemytion fnm 
punishment, but a tHIe to eternal life ? Yea ; has clothed 
him with his own most perfect and glorious righieousness. 
Bv virtue ol which, he will, ere long, be presented faultless 
before the tlirom* of judgement, and have an abundant en- 
trance into the evcil isimg kingdom.— Will not the faith of 
such unsueakablv rich grace, p.iCify the conscience, and pu- 
rify the heart ? Awaktii gratitude to our heavenly benefac- 
tor, and enkindle zeal foi his gl<yrv ? Cause us to discliarge 
all tlie duties ot our station cheartull), and withstand every 
allurement to evil lesolutel) ? 

The saints m gl iv, savs Aspasio, ascribe the whole of 
their salvation to the blood of the l4\MB. ** So do I, re- 
“ piles Mr If t s'l i; ; and I believe, he obtained for all 

a po sibilitv of ilv.ition.”--ls thu objection pertinent ? 
I) a's Asjiasi t's'- -ition coiitia.iiet your belief? Does it 
IH t con'pM<nn/.e, . t! that vou avouth, and much more ? Is 
it {losa’hlv*, ttia' \I // (i'etj, who is such a master Of logic, 
flioulcl .iiguc' in hii > ii.a tier i “ '1 he saints »n glory ascribe 
»* all tlu .1 salv.ui<>i to CHRIST’S bluod i therefore he did 
** not obiani .1 po iibilitv of salvation <or all men.” What 
V^forced concicsui u tins ' What wild reasoning is here ! 
$(i^bprcmi-u.s, and s.di uii i4f(nvtKLe},,4k..^d^lc^biy iadiail^ 



»EV. ME. 


98 


Eweaea= g' 'i.- ■■ i*.Ji ; "I'l . ;s ixmsssss= r- . „ 

tlie r(*a<ier to think of a suD^beam anH a ch^d, com ccted ' 
aiith bands of smoke. 

Surely, we mav sav of this feUb, what David said of Go- 
fiab'-S aword ; (here is nonf^ there isnothinsj like it. For ail 
^ese blessed purposes, it iibeVond comp'ire, and I >hould 
think, beyond oispute, efficacious — That you, Sir, may 
know more of this faith, and dispute Itsi* aj^aiusi it, is the 
aincere and fervent wish of, &c. 
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' Rev. SiK, 

. As this letter mav prohaWv be prettr lon^, 1 
shall not in^ rease the proUxitv by a ‘prcfiice } bat enter 
upon It, without any farther introduetion. 

Who^o doeth time fhinat^ saith fiavut^ <hnif twwr iall 
Which A^imio thus intcrnrets, ** si all ticvcr tall into iiiial 
** apostacv " — Ytaj are pleased to re,)!*; “ DaHd savs no 
** such thing. His meaning i*», whoso doeth the e things 
** to the end shall never fall into hell’’— It v\ould be a 
greater wonder, I must own, if he should. Hut if he hap- 
pens to tail, at some* times, and in some instances, what be* 
comes of him then ' — llo.vever, let you and I, Sir, be at 
a> little variance as possible. Wtiere is the extraordinaiy 
difterence, between yourself and A^nasio ^ If a professor 
of religion falls into hell, must he not previously tall into 
£aa( apostacv ? And if he falls into final apostacy, mttst he 
not inevitably tall into hell i 

When vou insert the clause, fn the end^ do you interpret ? 
Do you not rather interpolate the s.icr<*d text ? The words 
of tlie psalmist relate tu ihe present rim-’. Thev contain 
an encouragerhent to those, who, at thi^ mstant, bring forth 
the fruits ot evangelical rig neo•J^n 'I'lie encourage- 
ment is deduced from the comfort .b!e loctrme ot final per- 
severance. It carrus this cle.inng iniijort; “ whosoever 
** believes in JEHOVAH, as laving .ill tiis sni'. upon 
'* CHRIST, -and giving him » teriial life frvelv , whosocvefji 
I* j^om this principle of laitti, siuccrciy iuves and willmglp 



•‘ o'ws fJOOj 'he shAU- never U'\."— \i> imuvu'eahld 
thin" n -ver talU,, Cither one yvay or a loUi t. , i^,s,tbw ti^H* 
teou'. piTv.n shall n«’<'Cr : either into final^ apos^aev, 

Viiich is tl'i? st mlsefv hiTe ; or into hell, vrluiH- i^ the 
consnni uali'>o o^ nvsery here.fier. 

Bill I h/'^m to aunrehcnd what you mean, and ot wh^ 
you are ji-al^'iis. Y inr ^ \c-lam:ili'>n unrav<ls all* “ Uo?V, 
pieasi.u »•' I t ' d ' f»nd bh>ol' ’—Under favour, Sj, 

1 cannot conce.ve, 'i . v thii doctrine should. be pleasni^ to 
ti sh and hlo -d I'l- ^h and blood, or corrupt natur*. « 
proud Any wrlieme of per.tcverance, to be accomplished 
bv our t>wn stren(»th, would indeed be agreeable to the va- 
rity of our mind. But a perseverance, founded on the 
fidelity and the power of GODj a perseverance^ ^bich 
acknowledges itself owing, not to any human suffieiency, 
but to an union vyith CURIS r, and the intercession of 
CldRi'fT # this is a disgusting method. This is what die 
natural man cannot away with. You will find th.e genera- 
lity of people utterly averse to it.— rFlesh and blood will not 
submit, either to be made fighteous before GOD, fev the 
imputed lighteousitessof GrTRI^sT ; or to be made frithful 
unto death, by the n.ever-failing faithfulness of ClIRISr.— 

. Tfy your friendb } try your followers i try your own heart, 

' Ott this point. 

To the humble believer, I acknowledge, this is a most 
pleasing and consolatory doctrine, lie, who feels his own 
impotence ; who knows tue power ot his inbred corrupt’. 

.. ,<mS i and is no stranger to the wiles of his spiritual epenay ; 
lie will rejoi c in tiie thoughi, that nuth/it'j^ 6t^ 

mt of A//almightv RF.l)ia*:Ml’:R’s h.,nd. fbat his advo- 
cate with the FA THICR, will suifer neither firindpaUtieh 
nor pouers, nor lUe, nor dtadu nor thnnis present, northings 
to come, nor ant/ other aeuture, to se parate Jum fronr^the 
hire of Without . such a persuasion, we otigbt n-o 

truly say ot the ^.bri^tian^ jov, wli.it .Vo/o/wrw Said ot wornl- 
ly uierrimcnt , I soiJ of laughter, it is mud i and oj rnirin, 
r ihat does it ^ It bo, who is to day ba-bkuig- In the divine 
^ .vfavour, mav before tlie morrow be welwing in a ot 
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.ffire; then joy in the liUf,,! yrivjraii is unrcii,vni^i«iT ^ 
; ,' |it»d peace, even that peace 
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intr, is .chiipt r'c?]. A li^Uhout a ba^is j at least, a 

dua>*/>z (iiiii a tot! n ins " 

L t fxiiiiiii A* the (!<.cirinr,;'whw:h Mr. IVcxlty says, is 
S) I'VaMni!. to the llv’sh an<l bK'^; or, in other v\«trc!s, to 
carnal jirOjJe.— Wlat is lie Thing, wliieh the Psalm. »t 
•1e«ches, ann .^sftuxio profes es? lhat tiie persons, who are 
deKribecI in the Psalm *, shall never apnstaii<ie, from the 
true faith, < r fmm true obedienee. Is this so atjreeahl'’ to 
carnal peofile? Is it not rather uttvs arrantable in Mr, 
HVjf/ev to suppose, that carnal people cither possess true 
faith, or pertorm true obedience, or can be pleased with 
either ? Rsjtecially, since the apostle assures us, that 'he car- 
nal wind is not sntiject to the law oj GODf neither indeed 
can he. 

Besides ; are not the duties mentioned by the Psalmist, 
offensive to ff-sh and blooctf Do they ruU require, or ini])!}', 
the niortificatioit ot our carnal apjtetitcs, and the discij^line 
of our unrulv afiections ? Can it be a welcome uiece of 
news to fiesh and, blood, iltat this mortification shall take 
place? Instead of being Tchtilted, sltal) increase? Ad ne- 
ver, never be discontinued, till mortality is swallowed up 
of life? — II so, the old man which is iormot, must be pleas* 
ed with the curb, and the dagger must (U light in Its own 
restraint, and it» <A\n desiriiCtton.— Such a paradox we 
must believe, be tore we can esj'.nuse Mr. Wesley's notion ; 
that ftesh and blo<»cl tire pleased with tlie duct.ine of a final 
perseverance in self do.ial, in righicuusncss, at.d true holLr 
dept. ... 

** Should your repentance he wiihout a failure, and whh- 
** out a flaw ; 1 must still say to my lri»r.d, as our LORD 
“ replied to the young ruhr, one lining thou luchest. Jn ait 

these acts of humiliation, y< u h.ive (Oily t.iken shame to 
. ** yourself. \Vhcreas. a lighionust.csa i.s which 


♦ The xvth Pfc'Jir, I »pprrl frd, tr Lo ti.e pcrSf> ru^’.V’ r. /'• at 
^bteh rca.Jy ltd ; iiwl »n*t »■ i,'- o', w t, i irO.i is wi.j 

Th** cbiUDen of tlw* uutb •»«, I y ibc i«oe .SPl K . I , i«;a 'y iw .u* tut l.-i-cfei . 
ijjjg Vo *be inotiife of ibc.r Utb YaP* f i»> ti.jt vti'p t<,j;t’.N.it i w ilt vi 

•Via ptrfooi^ tocy ^>100 to pi»y^<^t'>r^>vr un oiu iie'i e J >. I r ^t , h, whtn 

"« Cfn'0'‘ 1 . itw.s 

> •Wkfcktiirw iVlhCuAViuC Lj (/«!(. , , jV, 
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*• i?wy ir.a.c', ;'' f'l«' law, an'di .ma' f* it h morablc”— -Thesis 
Aipasio's \\ur<U\ upon^whlc! Mr W<'sl<*v amqjadverts, 
“ One t) ins; t!if>u lacj^cist, th ' i.M/.ute-l r) ’^'leoustjws of 
CMRIS*', You cannot th'nk t’nsi^ ihc mf anirtgof tbrf 
“ texi.**--Ni it' cr doey \o,min this to b ^ tbe meatv 
ing. He uses tit " >rda bv wav ( f accon].:nodation< 
Could you flrav'-M.-f’-Me, ttiat oi:r LORD intended uO sijch 
thing, yet the s-n .*iice niav iv^t im^iroperly cxj.,>re^.Aspa5io*« 
opinion, A'ul if m', bp not unfit fur his use. 

However, let us enq lire into the exact m^Sning of the 
text. A very little- search will yield the desired satisfiicti- 
on. Sell all tliou hast, and give to the poor, and thou sfialt 
have treasure in heaven. Treasure in heaven was what 
the young gentleman lacked. 1 this be any other 
than CHRIST himself ? Is not CHRIS V the treasure, hid 
in the field of the gospel ? Is not CHRIST theiijheri<3nce,’ 
reserved in heaven lor us ? Is not a communion tvith 
CHRIST, and an enjoyment of CHRIST, the supreme 
felicity of oUt nature? — David was of this mind, when he 
publicly declared ; tvhorA have I in heaveii but ihet? — St. 
John was of this mind, when he solemnly averred ; he that 
hath the AO.V, haHi life — W'hoever is of another mind, has 
very inadequate, very unworthy notions of heaven and its 
happiness, — Now if CHRIST himself was the owe thinsi 
needed^ Surely hii righteousness could not be secluded. His 
blood and obedience inseparably accornfiany his .perwo-T— 
He thatbatli the bridegr. om, hath his riches also. - 
In opposition to this ense, it is affirmed, ** .cerhdnlv' die- 
one thing our LORD meant, ivas the love of OOD.*’— ^ 
is cerfainlt/ an eminent blohsi ig. Possessed, 1 should ima- 
gine, only by those, who liave first obtained eternal life, by 
kt'ovving the true COD and JESUS CHRIST.^ But does 
our love ol GOD magnify the law ; satisfy puSftCC » or’ ob- 
tain heaven ? Are we panluned, are we reconl^il^d,' arc we 
i'jstilied, on account of <.'iir love ot GOD ? — The young ru- 
ler wants lliiit, winch mav open to him the kingdom ot 
heaven ; and Niaf, wherein he piay inherit eternal life.— 
Mr. If estty, setting a^idc pardon, reconciliation, justifica- 
tion* together wi b llie one whij^ 

'pikmcs them, a.-^b’.-cs all 


t*«U not t<> the true theknowledj^C 

of h»m,i(9 manifested in t e j|tt!i|^TS'’^ having tir^t hveti 
«s in fitttnling u> rem ss'on th.nuih JEiiU.S 

Clift iS t . — I his notion mav pas») Current at aoinr *, not 
mnong tlie profn'anf churc^MSs, Our own church has most 
tHjir ssJit disctainud it. Sjeaking of C I ft ISP and hia 
piTecioos bU>*)d'.ilteddingj s le adds ; *' wiierehv We 

** ire (Bade i^artaketa id the kinjj him of 'leaveti.” 

“ Is the obedientje of Clift IS T i siffisicnt to aeeom* 

** ^iliaH oyn jutfiiiication J’ —Hete )ou Wou d correv’i b 'til 
fheiangunge, and tJie d ctrtne. The hmjnngr: tor you 
$a)» ’* r .tbvT 1 would ask« » the death of CHftlSfl* t wufR* 

«* vient In tiurdiasie it.V It*|»orcha«»pj\wtitkTiti#m*y^Tj^-* 
pns^ is more (>ro};icr and tapresdve, thai| to'' 

Aa tiiis nmy M:em a strifit o wurd8»'i <halt ^dHtii fit 
out mueh » ilicitude. O. ly I would trwwwjtt^ i3ijs<eirv|4?’ 
that to accomjilisii, denotes in tf tWi l«» It ^ ’ 

iK)tv‘» the constituent Oyuse i vc-hat the »..jbiijK4»i»en the - 
matter of] is i6cuikio % i>f the' ve»^ thing yhfclsi ‘e^et'a It, 
It your tlkvvuiiie phta < unpitea alfthW W ft have the pre* 
emim'iae. 

Next, you correct ihe doctrine, hV Myingj •» / tmtl4 
♦♦ rut/wr tfvA./f the death of Cfl iiSV in>u3ictent fe pne- 
•• cfiaseju^f (Ration 1 .iv^mr } it you condderttwdedd^ 

of Ci/«/<¥/', aa exclusive ot hi» obetlicncc, it a htstdfici*^ 
ent. It you do n^ii, tnere is no great reason for yoytr atrart#- 
kg « dottbt« where we both are agreed. A id tndt^ ft la 
temt^ wmtit wy while to take notice ut it. I wift ktflirkra 
{return to ^ distinction, which vuu think* proper ftt n|idk« * 
be(«('ie«taccomphdiing oind purchasing justi5cat(on.*r^hy 
Sir* would tOd ^de tue tormer piirase? D.nm it Hot 
imply, that ekh-hjustiiiesf 'ITiat very thing, which com* 
mends 'fhat very righUo wne^^, in wluvu »• 

atand iwdd^tad before hmil Dj«» lun. uiu .«ay of cxj^rei* 

K K 
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sinfj guard most /•{JcctaaUy against the errors of 
exclude all co ( ffii jent v of fsith, of works, or onv fting else 
whatever? I sail, the errojs of p<>>erv. F tr i 
Mnod will allow . fhst we are not justified withmt the 
righteousneN'. of Cni<I*sr, by which he hath meittedjustifi* 
cationfor.is Bitdedans, It thcsametim", tf anv man&hall 
aav, we arc formalh r ghteous, by that very righti ousfes, 
let him be atturse I — \i cording t > tl is which ii rro very 
good confession, the rig tcousness of CHRI*>T purchases, 
but docs n )t accomplish , it merits oui justification, b .t 
does not constitute our justKying righteousness. See, Sir, 
svhither voiir refinemi nts are leading you. 

If you was dtt« rmmed to make tl'is passage faulty, you 
should have oppos<“d it vsith the following declaration of 
your faith; yet I believe, that CIIKISf obtained wmiur 
•< 9 possibility of salvation for any.” I'hen you would 

Itave something suited to your purpose , but not agreeable, 
cither to sound set sc, or sound doctrine — Not to fou/td 
tense Your possibility of satyation, is* if people perform 
the c'onditions How then can they ascribe Me rc/to/c glo- 
ry to (’HRIST? At this late, they do a piece of injustice 
to their own rt solution and diligence } As these, by fulfil- 
ling the conditt m-*, had a hand in obtaining the reward, 
these ought to have a share in receiving the honor. — Not to 
souitd dtn&hte — .'hpnvo believes much more than a pussi- 
bility of sah ation by J LSVS Cl IRIS V. He believes a full 
and com])!, to salvation , accoiding to that noble text, It t\ 
fimsked, A salvation, iu>t to be acquired, but absolutely 
given, atcoiding to that p ccious scripture, GOO hath i^iven 
ia Hi denial I )e N it upon some terms or pre-requisites, 
bubwithout an> condition at ail , according to that most 
gracious invuiio.i, “ whi*evtr will, let him take of the wa- 
** tcrtrtciv.”— Ihisllovik upon as sound dottrine. But 
will; our notion of a m nrtitional saUatiofi, proposed by 
V ay ot h*)gaiii, and giantod upon tenn% cotupott with 

this g jlu! ^niti ? 

\(v more than j posubtlilH of aalvation ! — ^Yes, Sit, 
CHRIS I obtaim <! a ?reat apd a tree salvation. Great f 
Ihr it compr.z.s the. pardon pt ^ sit>, («gbali|nd ntdqKl % 
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sai 'rcstoraticii to entire and utifiUd’ahle favour; together 
withaViUe to everlasting Jtfe laittd, glorv. — 'niis is such a 
pn.'Vttioft for oar happiness, a$ twiotnes the immense good* 
ness, and inconceivable majesty of an incarnate GOD. Such 
as not onlv supplies our wants, and satisfies our desire-*, but 
surpasses our ver^ wishes. Transporting us with wonder, 
and filling us with jov.— To at cumplish all this, we may 
reasonably suupose, nothing less caul i l>c sufficient, than 
the active and passive righteousness of Hl^^ ; who is gone 
into heaven, angels and authorities and pnvtcrs being made 
subject onto hint. — ^Since this matchless ransom has been 
paid ; since these grand conditions arc performed j there is 
no pbstruction from the divipe pistice, or the divine truth. 
All that ineffable and eternal blessedness is pdW beopme 
is granted to sinners, to rebels, ttiitho most unworthy ; 
they are allowed, yea, invited to receive it.' to possestt it^ to 
rejoice in it as their own portiiim : and withotit the proviso 
of any good thing in themselves, purely on account of their 

Saviour’s aH-sufficient work. 

I refd in sacred history of f‘ Eleazat the son of I>)do the 
** Ahohitc, one of the three mighty men with D»vid ; how 
“ he arose, and smote the Pnilisnnes, until his hand was 
** weary, and his hand clave unto his sword ; and the toan 
** wrought a great victory iltat day ; and the people return* 
ed after him only to spoil.” And were n*)t these mighty 
men typical, faintly typical ofouralmtghty REDEEMER? 
Didnot JESUS also arise and \vorkagreat vktofy? i)[as 
he not triumphed gloriously over sin, and all our enemies ? 
And what have we to do, but tmlv to return, attd divide 
the spoil, and share the benefits ol his conrjuest ?— *M.ty 
we not boldly say ? “ My sin is done aw av, because Cl lUlsl' 
** has bore it on the cursed tree, 1 stand acccp.ed befoic 
Cod, because CIIKlb^r has finiahed the righteousness, 
** which renders me unhlamcable and unrcpro.eHDlc. 1 
« shall receive the HOLY CliOSr. b c:-uu> C HRIST is 
** rny advocate; and prays the F.\II*ER, that he will 
** give me another comforter. This snen-d comforter, by 
t^ewjng n*e the riches of CHRIST will tn re and more 
*' nature/* To think and Inc in this lu.iancT, 

^ is Iflf Kwf \ i' lot .OUS leader. 



♦ imiTM t» tut 
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t me close and coi^rm thifc sentiment, • tt ) 

{ri m th.il intmu?l)V th** pr'* >* et I liah- W » 

i r hi> rt-mirkabh *.1 ar V}ei«^ <>t C ini’s!’, ma h^ 

aiim i‘ed mto the numb r n^’E a'lgrba^; and h»r hia ix* 
qimuelv 6 ii d s«trij.»tio i* ot CHRIST, t>rcatl)r ettceecU . I 
oritors ai d ad poets Uho U this that cumeth tVa»<i 
Edom, vvjth died garments from B «.ah? Tnis that tm 
** gloti* u*- in his appar I, travelling in the gr^^atness nl bh 
^ strengll ?— I ihat ai»wak in righteousness, mighty to save, 
** Whirefoire art thou red in thine apparel, aodrtijrgarmeuw 
* ** like him t at treadeth in the w ne Ut ?— »l have tro hidn 
** the wine pftsj alone, and of the people there was none 
with me. 

4 Ijiie pfO| het, like one thrown into a sud<ien mirptiae, 
eirith a heauttml al^opt eas cries out, sho is this? What 
extra idinary atoe«r«ttcc discovers itsell to my right ? is it 
• hdinan« or % dtvik^rform, tlm« 1 behold ? He cometh tr.>m 
E iom the pou Sffi iWm the capital, ol our protes- 

«ed ttatidnal fmemiei. (s he ^ us, or bsr our adversaries ^ 
The first ^ueih* h (ceitta to proceed from a distant and m« 
distinct view. He then fakes a nearer survev, and 1e$crih*s 
the wonderful personage with grsater particulantv. I'ins 
that comelh with dved garments, like some lernhle an! 
victiifious w»m ‘r, that h.is scatceU sheathed tlie svvonl i/ 
slaughter. Who is all encrnnsuued, and still making wnth 
the blood of the slam. 

The Virion l>ecomes clearer. I see hint {adda raphir* 
bus pro{ bet) glorious in bU apps^el. Highly grtoeEik as 
%vell as extremely awful. Bearing in his in 

whole person, tn his very dre^, the marks of transcendent 
dignity. '1 lavetting m the greatness ut Ida alretigth. Not 
faint with toil, nor wearied with the latigue of ^ dreadful 
action ; but like one, that is iodelatigable tn hU .leal, and 
irresistible in his power; and therefore still pfetmtig tor* 
waids, to new victories; still going on, from conquering 
to conquer. 

The majestic object is, all this while, advancing. At 
length, he a iproaches near enough# to hold a conference 
witu tills devout uuqu.rcr. Orie 


WiMUT» tot ' 

naiitailiilH jwiiii fiiiiirii^hitofii ■ . fs > 

tt\a( 5 P shocid b« like hii tspect, alarming and tre* 
meOdMlf^. But grace la on:ikls and Iva Itps drop 

balitt, I that speak in righ|ti!liilifeibss : all whose words are 
fan i^neis and truth ; an ii^anoeeiblc founiation for the ' 
laith pf my people. I'h *t speak of righteousness. Of that 
mvstdfious r ghteousness« which i» the delight of my FA« 
^rt{£R, and tbe life of tiic world. To bring in which, is 
the detdgn of my appeerance on earth, and t<» reveal It is' 
tne oflice ot m SPiRtr. By mean^ of this rghttx^usness, 

1 am to m>e : to tKfh thee ; to save any io^tsinner ) ' 
to >ave thent. as withitie atm of omnipotence, beyond all 
that they can t jmk, even to the very utterin<«.t. 

Here, the prophet feenvs to be smnewhatjat a loss, and 
t kcs id^ike to renew his eiiqutry, |t thop bit tCptm*, tM to; 
ddtroy men’s lives, but to save ; toAeMmv art tibut rt4 M 
tmne ai^relt and tikit kki (kid tmodok m fkg'[ 

f*iii Thekc indicate, not oeibn^iee, bid dfetinctkm, 
1 ’iiese arc tokens, not of forbeadug mercy, but «f inexofw^' 
ble vengeance, Ha true, mpheathe dtak(r<oiit / kaod' 
teodden the i tHave tonadted my toes j 1 noire 


♦ Tra44«n Uk to41y forWir tttcliig aotic^of the g’ieii{mprd>pi^i« 

ty« with wtiieh thi» lext d<i4 tl»i M«|itKir ^rt {yeqiieBvly u ed ov wruifre* 

*J tcy )»tHb to CHKlui « ea Drutied l»jf iii« 1^ VI iKslf e id befifittd (ho 

vesyhiof itMt whio wet dutlmtiie (uu of maektod* IVocJii^ u oiivre ' 

Comtnoni then laum iSm Uvi deicttfimrc (id hiaed^ioy mi the garden tndeed it ML 
iwen ietd^ l m jlrocUii (u the wuAfw|»rBie, the linege ntight not be )iii|rro|Nir, Biu wheu n 
I W aed UkU 

teriyg* TlAtgiMfodirideAiiyi?^^ cdtM^ikti end (ru«|>h* 

deftiNMd H lliwiila nei^ef iheMt tie b««|»t»ii«d to iiw eganietegf iyai iii> the 
t lift J frfpidtditt tf* tne gritund|» J>ut i» jAnU> une^ing 

At i he^nivlieo leaveto ahrinedverii upon « nnounhon iiiiilbik«r I would elG> ttH liicny 
I# pay merit lU due hoittr \ by riHfomme idiag %0 my rmdm e ver ma mi tliie pau 

tot given ue w to Wth, fti hu very degsut worK, eniitled X>c lacmpoeli UclM'40f«m< 
wiicte be uitofto the icvt» m the Wuii iiiggvMed abtaie » end uiUfliitce it^ tiv tnevcf y 
ipiri* of Vucglbt A^ihe ltti«» are tw, muttheboojk my OOi be m tte bMU dt aa mr 
maderig |»nto cbem wttn * U4istopt» 

pstni vltm lodutua A tram, 

I>ira ruUua grad lur^ per Ura^cin dt tr Ba poUntum 
AgMUfidy pro m loio, proUraiihjiic hod Uii uiusr 
Si luonit ^ priem i«ovo ii^umaot a luuiio 
t defied o^ ii^laKritaa lalutor la uvai, 
topdeito itollroetii lubi^it , Card* aira reeeiit) 

ihlperue Uoi^eiise v<xiet« 
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tnmplcd them under my feet; ani repentance wa$ bid 
frommv ejes. H.jt thv enemies were the object of Dftine 
indijjiiati'xi. Sn, and death, a-c! hell are the vanqodted 
adversaries. It is I'lcir bl'Xid, that is sprinkled upoft my 
garments, and that stai sail mv riiment.— This victory I 
have gained, by myseif il ine, Being infinitely too gieat 
in my power, to want a > ass Kjiate ; and infinitely too jev 
lousof rav hanor, to accept of mv assistance. Of fk' 
whether in heave i or o i earth, then teat mow wth me ; to 
afford the least su 'CO jr, or to take the least share in the 

? rI«»riou$ work. Tiie salvation of^ nnef> ; their deliverance 
rom vs rath, and their redemption to GOD; is, in all Us 
jiarts, my act, even mine, and mine only. Yours be all 
the benefit ; mine ail the glory. 

The terms of acceptance for falkn m’\n, were a fuH'sa* 
tisfaction to the dome Jusfke, and a complete conformity to 
the divine law, “ 1 hi«, says Mr. Wesley to Aspash, you 
** take for granted, I cannot allow.”— That Aipusio 
does not take these points tin granted. 1 thought, even his 
enemies would cont^. That he has attempted, at least, 
to make good his opinion, all the world, besides y >ur$elf. 
Sir, will acknowledge. What else is the dcitign of d.alogue 
third and fourtli ? What else is aimed al, in dialogue 
the seventh, eighth, and ni th ? I he former treat largely 
of the full satisfaction, given t<> divine justice. 'I'he latter 
treat still more Urgeiy ot the confonnilv, domanUed by tnc 
divine law, and yielded by the divine JESUS. 

These th ngs, however, “ you cannot aUoW*”-**Not al* 
low a full satisfaction ot divine justice to be necessary 1 are 
you not then acteuing to the oounian ? Not alfow a com- 
plete conformity to the divine law to be necessary ! are 
you not iben wraping to the Antinomian ^ See* Sir, how 
you approach the rucks, both on the rigiit hand, and un the 
lelt. May the KEEPEK or Israel, preserve ypurself and 
your followers, from sullering shipwreck ! — ^Every one I 
think, must allow, what juu deny ; who believes the di- 
vine justice to be inh ite, and the divine law tu be unake- 
ntt^le. A jubtict , thar will admit bt any satisfoctiun, ieia 

thwt comply deem^ Ajftd if the 


tut'. Mit. w«»m. , . 
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divit^ Uw can rest saM^^ied, wUh an obedience tl a* l<» de« 
fet^ti^c, it is not sj wnerible, 44 th-* liw of tlie Mtrtlct and 
Pfrtfam. 

“ 'f he terms of accept anct for /alien man^ vou say, are 

repentance and tai;h/’~I must own, 1 don’t much like 
ll>e expre'«si<»n term's, unless tt be refeired to the mediation 
of C/m/HK And you youiself, it you would act consist** 
entlv, should trot be over*fond ot it, betaust it is ii *t verto 
tural H'hough tor my otvn part, I have no quarrel against 
the wtitfl, Isecause 't is not tlie exact phraseulogr of scrip- 
ture, but brc.tine t dfvljke the mea it comets. Shall ittf 
treat with theDEriY, as free slates or sovereign princes 
treat with each other ? iTie one obtain ng trom the oth^, 
p(';tre or some advantageousconcessiup, by complying with 
his ttrms? 

lo eonUrm vour opinion. That *♦ ijhe terms of ttccept* 
** ai cc for fallen man, arc repentance and faith,” you 
dure the following text ; Ikpenf yP, dnd helteve (he ^ospfL 
— Here you write, like a man of sense ; wlw knows what 
just disomation means. » You lay aside your cerfamhes, 
your mm^htedl ef, ycur rntgue^ttipnabltet ; and urge a proof 
from scriVture.*^ Whether you tightly understand, and du)/ 
apply this proof, n Ust now be enquired. 

Hepent pe, ami believe the s^oyiel. I his may be the mean- 
ing of the exiuiriatton. Itepint relinquish ail your wrong 
sisittons, rclattng to the way and manner of finding accept- 
ance with t)EIl'Y.' Beheie the gospel ; winch opens 
a moit unexpected avenue, tor the couuimni^atioti of this 
hlessiftg’. Which brings you tidings of" a salvation, fully 
procured by the incarnate GOD, and freely ofiered to the 
unworthy sinner. 

Suppose it to signify a reformation of conduct, llie 
tneanii g then may be as follows, tiepen! j torsake a!) your 
vices, and all your follies j mortify every evil temper, and 
renounce every evil way In order to r»*iider ihii praciica- 
ble, believe the gospel. Wherein a SAVIOUR u preached 
imd displayed.. W tw mijikes peace tor such olfenders } re* 
concilea timm to OCflPl t ttnd obtains eternal redenipiiiiis 

wtthura.v ycur a.Teclu.ia’h'Oia 
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if f)intv, .mvl s fh sttfach the blesvd GOtX-*-* 

M 't I* as, with lit r”is puWerful ‘•xpfdifntt you wlfl <*fr»e|’ 
t'* dtlivtr* I froii the oK'aoti^ witchcratt of \ouf lusl», Sia 
VI (li «il rivs hn\c dominion over yuu. so long as fotiat^ un* 
dif the law, and not undir jjrace. —Repentance, fhii* un» 
dcf»l(M>d, IS not the l /nd.tion of obtaining sdlvatilbn, Ihot 
the tfuU of s'lvation obtained, 

Be Ides 1 if repentance be a gift. It cannot be a term crif 
Comi) i< n. He must be a stranj^f to the import of tan« 
g la^e, ‘tnd the com n m ideas oT miinl(in i, who will tako 
tiptm him to afiBrm the latter ; and he mu'*! be yet a 
ter fctianger to thi* holv word ofGOf), who wtll offer to 
^eny the ft»rroer.'— CHRIST is eaaUed, saith the apostle, to 
^give lepentaniht. Not to require it, as a condition of bles- 
aedneM i but to give it, as a most eminent blei>3ing. Not 
r< qtti e repentadee of faUen man, who is not al^ to 
think a good thoi}|ht i bm give it, ftom his uowarcha* 
liie riche* i and wtmt it, by bis ahbtgbtv power. 

You sav. The terms tsrif acceptataai tbrlalhm man, arct 
•* thinks I sbmdd be glad to knov^iysbat you 

mean b> fn/fen mam l>> you mean (as toffm in your 
' cidlevtlon of sermoru) ** One dead lo (300,^ ind all tho 
** things of GOD ? Having no power to potmmi the ac* 
** tions ot a living Christian, than a dead wdf to nerform 
*♦ the functions ofa living man ?*’— What tcwtijr I Wseech 
)0U, can suth a one tulH! f B.‘ they ever so diffitmlt, or ever 
to eahy, it maketh nu difference. The band» tlWi* death# 
is no m «re able to move a feather, than to rembvw a metm- 
tam,— Whatever therefore, others may affimu ywT* ^ 
not talk ol repentance# to be excrctsed by taHen man t tto* 
td he is quickened and enabled byfoltoA ship wIdtCtiRIST, 
the living and hte-giving head. Unless you dtoose, either 
tu ctmiradict vour own assemon, 'that laUao mtto, ^ abso* 
lutely dead to all good. Or eU« think {HOper to n&intain, 
That the dead may not only act, but perform sauie of the 
most excellent acts, and importajit oiBcto. 

'You should likewise, Sir, it you wmiW yrrilf contdtfy 
and argue turciblv, have told u|i|Mbs>|4.tt|ih^an by taith, 
Odierwne, lou m4> intend 
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1^*iUif vvt b til U'.i- tlif vault v\irJ. 1 1 i i-> (.a'lv., our dii* 
|jUteot)ght be «b fntDc'is, u* u u.uvt Ik Ini.i t‘s 

8v iatih 1 inean, wbat Sj. JdI i tali, / uicunj' vf 
CijRlSr, A ft< n\in^ of h ni I' <1 in', bint, fit ire 

lietly given, in t'n. v .nl ut «;iact JikI 'liuih II tbi-*, 
Tiiih th lit tl e ajaiiti litat, be a 1 1 ipti t* *111111 >11, int n it v eii t 
not to toUK uiiutr ti i dLii* luu tion ot a von liii m. Tt vv 
mubt be ejiceyMve Ktineii i xlvi-d, wh > wont 1 cab inj ic- 
ceivmg a nth priit 1, the t mu 01 t nditi 1 ■> it jtoss.svnig 
it. Or Would ebO'em in) « nn ; it a pleiit (in', b a^r, tiie 
Unm and condititMU ot cujo}i. g it L not tbutobubtili/e, 
till vnund sen e is lost ^ 

Faith* atvordiiig to St. u i j cr»ui>iun, thatcuRisr 
I'ncd me, amt gavv biinseit tor nu. Wbete anv trace 
cram bint ot ti iijiiiunalirv, in thi$ debtirijition I t doii^ 
hiar lilt ajiosik saving , iu lovvd nu*, * t mdtU f r« pent — 
lie gavi hpn th ut iiu* in ta^ 1 tmbk Mh* or d>i lh. 1 t 
B t he gav*. hiiitwii iot lui* wnen 1 ^tu ubgoih, and /t(ut 
jisitormcd no tonditioiii** wuep I Aa»* without btfetigth* 
mid coa/d } c norm no cundhi he gave liiniscif 

for me, (hat 1 tnighl have r«nMs;>ii>ii 0 / siiu, ltirouj[*'i hU 
blood , and t tvrnal hie, tliroag > his nghte lUitu ss — iKla v> 
lug tiiCM; dihght.ul irudis* and tcttivinj thee beavetily 
privileges, 1 live my most adorable binelactor, and abhor 
those liiu^udies, tor winch tie vvept, otui groaned, ..t I 
died.'—l iiat love ot CilRitsi', Is V licit hi^bnos} a.n inu 
abhorrcflciiJ of si 1 , is practical If, leuidiue. Aid bith are 
ttie trulls, Uiereture cannot b.. Uu co.ia.nnu, ot ial.titum 
by ibi&ys. 

Some holy men and excellent write: s, I r<nifes'?, have 
not scrupled to call iadii and rcpeutauca I'l c j litDiis • t 
our saivatioo. 1let t cannot prevail on iU)v it 1 1 ad.nitci r 
approve the buiguage. I tcci, u teed tj «. n>)t avs ihe 
sincere SOUt} to dar<i.en the Ustfe ci gra.... ; c id to aJo i 
too iiuiiUi occasj m lot b laatmg. 

'locMbanass (Jig nituie ia«/— I'o , Plan '•» cl on 
copditious, tins wiU usjLaraliy du u .u <tt* n 1 1 1 ir a tlie 
grand and ait{*sufh«ncui,cau»a o. j i iiu.d .o 1 1 'coos- 



t«TTR^S 3fO TH« 


] < i 


ness (A CHRIST , w'llcS a! >ne jives solid comfort- In^ 
stead ofdelightino nnsclf i the I.ORD REDEEMER, I 
slirdl be enga^t.d in .in anxious coii''em about the supposed 
conilinons. W lether I hive perh mv'd tliem ? Whether I 
liave jiciloi ueil them aright > Whether there mar be some 
I.ittnt de'ei (, that ^noils all, and renders my labour fruit* 
Icss ? Toe moic se'ious our inimis are, and the morek^tender 
our cons, lences, i k* more shall wc liable to perplexity and 
(listjuit tmle 0" diis haad. 

Jt ec/i/'u 1 f/ic luihc (A uracf—Ye are savedf^ says 
llieoratle ol h<'av n. Hut u salvation be upon conditions, 
it c'.innot be ol grain. It must, in some measure at least, 
be of works Since it depends upon w orking the condi* 
lions ; it t!i obtained bv working the conditions i and the 
candidate has re son to look principally unto his perform- 
ance o* the condition!!. Even GOD’s everlasting love, and 
CHRIST'S evt rl.ikting righteousness, are, tdi the conditions 
arc tulhlled, hut cyfihers with mt the inuitial figure. 

li affhrdi fao tfiJttck occasion for boastii^t — May I nOt, in 
this c.iso, thank niy own application and industry ? Because 
lijy pert'onn iiue of the condition is meiitoriou!» of the ewe* 
mnted reward. So far meritorious, that the reward is my 
flue. — And It will he .in att of apparent injustice to with- 
hold It — But shall these things be said unto the ALMIGII- 
I Y ? Do fne«e things hide vanity Irom man } or consEt 
\ nil a whati in, that is wit tout money, or without price ? 
Not quite so vsell. I believe, yourself will acknowtenge, at 
t!v’ lollo.' oj Itiii's, 

1 ff ihf^ \\oild their Virtue boift, 

, n mdiL* of nghtcouiiicls 5 
i I \ ut n unilo u And 

A 1 fi cl/ irtV’cl bv juce . 

O It I , 

'II i t. \ thi IS aM my pLa , 

, t i’ chiti of hi p"n ajn, 

lit » J I sUS si \ toi me# 

T.ii' '0 t II. s< 'j s .V, U jii!,tified; jjiot' by fwrfect obedi* 
‘ wtcc. I'l-i iH 1 I “ Nvi br Ah# 
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Sif* If you had rcmi*nibore(l the iinmuMhmtv (lOI), 
and tlie spirituaiitv of his Uw, v mj would n it havo th.tl- 
Icngfrd this expression. — But by loth" Here, 'tis true, 
you use the langU3fi;c of scntiturc. I'^ith, you til )w , is i n* 
puted to US for righteousnes*- , therctore (vr» i in‘ci) not the 
rigirteoasness or pertect obedience < f CIIRISI 'Ihis, it 
you mean any thing, or woul 1 speak am thing to tiw pur* 
pose, must be your wav of arguing. C'l I <IS T’s righteous- 
ness is that blessed, glorious, heavenly tN,)edjeat, which, 
received by faith, justifies, sancii lies, saves 

According to your gospel, faitli wi'l siv to the righteous- 
ness of the REDEEMER } “ l)i part he ite 1 liave no 
** need of thee, 1 myself act as the jiisrityjng righteous* 
.ness. I stand in the stead of peridot obedience, in Oi^ 
** der to acceptance w itli tJOI) To this may vre not 
reply ? Was f.uth then crucified for you ? Or is jt by means 
oi faith, that not one jot or tittle of its precepts pass unfui* 
M? 

If faith, in this tirnsti{ is imputed for righteousness, how 
can you subscribe that em(^atic*al article, which declares i 
** We are accounted rivhteous before GOD, onh for ihc 
« merits of our LOU D anr. S WIOUR J ESV S CUR 1ST ” 
Surely Sir, you are accounted righte- us, for the sake of that 
whatever t be, which stands m the stetd of perfect obedi- 
ence. 'Fhat whatever it be, ipav claim the lii.nor j and t > 
that justice itselt cannot but aw.'iid tltc)jriz'*. 

It y« ur notion be true, the believer ought to have hi" own 
faith principatl) in view, 'lo this, tlierotore, so lo g .s 1 
know ray own interest, 1 must chietiv look. Wluicas, 
look unto JE>UH, ts the direction ot the I lOI ,Y (UlOs i . 
Look unto his jicriect atonement, and co npuie righteous- 
ness. and be saved ; is the grand unchangeauic edict, lafucd 
from the throne of grace. 

« What Cl IR IS V has done,”— Here Mr. Wl s1.*v h‘mst If 
speaks of what CUR IS I has dune. 11 reprc-u.ts it by 
a very magnificient image, lie lays a as ttic loundatiou of 
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t .11 fir>t in 1 in >^t romiir^iu* i.nc *>1 i iMiSrailioii^ frt 

llii> I nvi t tor I alii anu’e wuh hni liopin^^ tHst WC 
s! all tmanini iislv join, to defcn I this imp irfant fc^rttioS" t, 
a'^ai’ist ml onpo'.iti m , ami enleavoir rn tli&ptav ihtf RE- 
llKrAlllR’s nurks as well as his passion, in all ibgtonoui 
cxtclli* t V. 

“ W! at CHRIS r has thme is the foundation of <air jiis* 

** tiliiation not the teim t»r condition/’ — The l*roph^'t 
Jsaitih had oil'* r notions fit this mafer i // fhnti ihalt nuke 
his soul an ofli ron; fur sni, he shall see hiS seed. Jf * 
is the hypothi lie langu.ige ; denotes a tt*rt!n ; expressed a 
conduit n ; on the ptrforiiiancc of which, the MESSIAH 
should see h/s nvit. I'l.c qratid term, on which ail these 
blessings depend, and In which thev are made sure to-be- 
lieser-s, i> the pouring out of the MESSIAIf’s soul, as a sa<» 
cnficc for their sins, and a ransom for their persons. 

** llte foundtUion, not the condition Methinks, you 
ishould (tier some reason this distinction. Espeiiaii^ 
since CIlRIHl' himself declares *, I am, in that grandest of 
ail aihiits, the redemption of sinners, the beginning and the 
ending. 

1 have heard it insinuated, that ^^r. Wesley is a Jesuit 
in disguise. 'Hiis insinuation I rejected, as the grossest 
(..iluniny; I abhorred, as falsehood itself. I acquit you. 
Sir, from the iharge ot being a Jesuit ora Papist. But 
iio body, 1 ajiprehend, can aetjuit your principles, from 
halting hetueen piotestantism and popery. Iney have 
stolen the unhallowed fire, ami are infected with tlie leaven 
of Antichiist You have unhappily adopted some speci- 
ous Papist K<il tt nets, and listening to the mother of abomi- 
nations, inou' tli.m you are a<iiare. 

Amidst all your mistakes (and from mistakes who is ex- 
empt) I ver.Iy believe, your principal aim is, tlw honor of 
CHRIn r, and the edification ot souls. You have publicly 
detiared, that “ wherein Micvcr he is ipistaken, his mindl 
** Is open to conviction ; and he sincerely deriiwts to be 
t* bettei intuiiued ” '1 ills is isriiten ill the true spirit of a 
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chrlstiail. To this spirit I address myself. Begging of 
ytw»Slf, with the sincerity and tenderness of a brother, to 
con^der these hints impartially* l<est, being misled your* . 
seif, you inidead your rhou>and'« and ten thousands. 

' In tbo mean time, 1 hope, you will not take it amiss, if, 
to my affectionate entreaties, 1 add my earnest prayers.—., 
ITiat you* Sir, and your people, may be in the number of 
tlmse bfeisid men, unfit whom GOD mpuMh ri^httmsfwn 
wiihonf mrii. Which I take to be the first and great 
evangelical priv|tege ; as 1 am very sure, it is the richaiC 
benetit, 1 know haw to crave, either for you, or for youT 
mosf, &c. 
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Rev. Sir, 

Persons skiHtfd imhc dUiectlon 6f animal 
bodiea, trequently mention cmparatite cnatm;/, Alay 1 
bomm thej^rtn, and apply it to theology ! ( do then free* 
]y declare* fhnt in cas*‘ you cemured As^io, for pointr of 
divinity* comimraiivrUt small, you should have no opposition 
nor any check hom tfu$ pen. 

Some people for instance, are of opinion, that the belief 
of a patent i> considerablr benedcial to hts children. Ihat, 
when Sr. /*«»«/ <ay» to the anxious Jailor j belies e on the 
LORD JESUS, and tliou ahalt be saved, and thy house $ 
he pmmisea aodiu special good, that should redound to the 
man's houshold, from bis own receival of CHRIST. It 
seems, indeed, that the apostle must intend simcthiugof 
this natpte i ittore than barelv to say, thy family also, pro- 
vided tl^ follow thv example, shall obtain sal/atton with 
eternal glory. II tfds were the whole of his meaning, he 
need not have s^^fitied it to tne J iiiur’b dom sticl s, but 
might fone extftidtid it to all die mhabitantii of Phi. 
lippi. • * 1 . . 

Sut^ ^ets, wbetfoer submitted or rejt cted, affect not the 
main pefot* Himriiiny embrace vyiitcn sa'c ot the questi 
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on tliev thi ik nro )'’r, and wt be so m i in tli'^ faith of ouf 
L')R!) JliiUS C IRlSr Bit errors, reluinr to that 
) i>Fje'>’.. V lic'i !> 'H * onj eH-ient ca ise of jaitirtv’ati- 
on; in vvliic'i il >nc <i ) ) > '.v.-ll ))l 2 iiol, aiJ all hi'i p r- 
fections ^lorilcr 1 ; .v’lic'i i> t.i-* only sprinif of julnl p m \% 
and true '^o Illness; suc.i err)r. are ex'reni.My peroiciojs. 
T'lese we mu>t witiwtan I witli resolution anJ z:Al, VV'e 
tn IT not give pluee to their encr>a;'inenr, n>, not for ai 
hoar. Tue former may he lonparcd toafl»^, settle I oi 
the djsh ; the latter are more like poisitn, m xed with o ir 
food. To dislt>d„'c that, nuv not be a'ni-.s. But t > pr *- 
voiit, nr expel, or antidote this is abvdu’eW necessary. Ii 
the former no nber, perlups, the reader will rank yi>ur oi>* 
aervation, w.tich follows. B it os 1 have undertaken to 
follow you step by step. I mast not disregard it. 

Asfias.o, ipeaking of D iviJ, expresses a high esteem for 
that her), king, and saint. Allowing, that his eoceu 
Were carried a little too far ; svhere would have been tne 
gr.'at hurt, or the grievous olFenco ? How, Sir, could iiiw 
h ive le.i to “ unsettled notio.is in religin i * ? ’ — I was in- 
clined to answer your reflections, as the hero himself ans- 
wered his cen-ioriouj broincr, is there not a cause Then 
passed 051 to an >ther subject as he, perlectly master of 
liimself, and nobly superior to the affDiit, turned to another 
per,on. But as you seem to in^ve injured David, and not 
done justice to the truth, 1 shall hardly be excuse I, if [ 
dismiss ilu' matter, without so.me more particular notice. 

GOi) limself dignilics David with the m »$t exalted of all 
characters, says Aspasio.— “ Tar, very tar from it j says 
** Mr. Wos'ey, we have more exalted tjharacters than Da> 

vi'iV’ — Where, Sir? .Shew me in any of the Saints, or 
in any oiihe sacred writers, a more devout, or amor^ di- 
vine spirit, thu.i that wnlch bre ithci in tne pen*.TMa of the 
Psalm^. I'or my own part, 1 know nothing superior to if, 
in any auth >r, or in any langu igo. Neitjer can 1 conceive 
a more exulted character, than the caaracter given of Da* 


♦ IVroa r w 11 •• rtsu’jer, tHttilns Pjr«tipHK wTikh tiOJiuim the ltemark«| 
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vid> a man a^rer (!!0D\ own brarr. It fi^)n b.' nn im r- 
ring judge, if his ai)pn>l)ation be tl^e iMtalbb'e fb’s 

drst riptinn must exnress tb\‘ niM.r cu.is im ujU * Ivi n:»'i 
wor‘h. Say whatever yc'-u wi 1 of a ne'e’s »ri, !t d ios n«)t» :t 
cannot, exceed tifis most ibustrit>us kiv. 

“ IVit th s i^> said ot Da' id in a 'nr ien’ar rc^necr.’’ — 
Av ! n itwitbst indiug the II)LY Sill'll I ii.is leclar^l 
concerning him ; a man r nunc own l;e:ut, wh ) sb .11 
perform all mv will It vou was ex))‘tol:ijj this *eKt> 
v\nijl'! voa thir»lc it right to sav ? II * s‘»all t^erlorn all mjr 
will, that is, he shall seree in ‘ in v) \\* p r.ie ilar respe^-t — 

“ It waft not sai U wvh reejard O) \\\> whole charieterd* — • 
Ko! not wh«n ih'/ '^PIKlTof in'.:>iration has borne t '*s 
v/lU>^S'' to I) jvhl ; Ids heart was p rf ej viiih the LOi^ti) 
his CiOl) (h)iild hi', he 'rt Ive perfect, ver not ioH i » <eehis 
V. hob" enncluct? — “ Hut i^. was saM in five secor.d or* tnir I 
year (it Saul’s reiir I'herehin* wa’» not ao»Ii:abi'* to 
h'm, durin," tilt* tutiirt" yt'ar. o ‘.i, Iii<*. This is tilt* int<*r« 
enre vou tv <uid drov. J5 it c.m you rr.'illy dimt it a j i.t 
oi t* ? Or would you c-ill tout I'cnv)',, ;i in m intvr (jO.)s 
oi'ii heart; wiio ’s Miigul-irly (uou in the <i.its </hisyout!i, 
but swervob and dcthiuu in Ins :i- vanced ngt* ? 

Nott\ it.ibhnding al! thc'-;'* r^*■^(^.l^tr.nlC'.•s, v.iu m i- 

ters to the utmost. As li.cuoh it w.is o p .iut or the list 
importance, to prove David an erra’it h 1, il !er. Wi'Ii 
this view, you add ; “ Biit was he a m.an afu r i »()!)’; o ■ :i 
“ heart, all his Ide, or in :dl parti 'ulars ? S> tar tr oui c, 
“ that”— stop. Sir, 1 beseecii you. And, bct.*re \o,i s.). 
unadvisedly witii yuur l.ps, hear what ihe’l.ORD hmisel*: 
replic', to both your interroga'oris . D.uio iti I tint which 
was riiht in the eyes of liie Ij ) \D, and turned .1 it aside 
from any thing that he co.nm.<M'!ed niiii, .dl the days of tii; 
life, save only in the m.ittcr oi L'liaii the lii’iitt'. Sir= iv, 
you was not aware, that sucli t 'iugs are vvri’n;;! 1,1 the li 1 'I: 
ot GOD. Otnervvne, vou v\oulJn »f ii.ive e.)i.taliv.t d, 
them, with so much boldness. I wid, tinudbre, p it liie 
most charitable coniitructCn u;/on \uai pr<.i.i.,.!-r, , «;.u o../ 
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with the apostle j I wot, that through inadvertence you 
did It. 

There is nrt a just man upon earth, that sinneth not. Is a 
textquateu bv Aspasio. U{)on which Mr. Wesley observes j 

Solomon mi:;ht truly say so, before CHRIST came.” — 
According to this insinuation, what Solomon said in his 
proverbs and other books, was said only by a short-sighted 
mortal. Wlio might adapt his instructions to the present 
'teconomy j but was not able to plan a system of morals tor 
iiiturity. Whereas, I alw.*iys supposed, that his writings 
were dictated by that infinitely wise SPIRIT, before whom 
sill timeaBre present, and to wliom all events arc known. — 

’ Agreeably to this supposition, St. Paul informs us ; that 
whatsoever things were written afore-time, whether by So- 
lom^lbn cr any other prophet, were written for our learning. 
No; suggests Mr., Wesley. Here is something written, 
which appertains not to us Christians. We are above it. — 
Are you so ? Your reason for these lofty apprehensions ? 
Why, “ St. John affirms, whosoever is born of GOD, sin- 
" neth not.” 

True he sinneth not habitually. It is not his customa- 
ry practice. Thus the passage is explained by another 
apostle j sin, though it may niake insurrection, docs not 
reign in his mortal body. Though it may assault him, yet 
it haa not dominion over him.' — 

Agaih i lie sinneth not, is the same way of speaking, and 
to be understood with the same limitation, as that text in 
Job, HE giveth not account of any of his matters. How, 
Sir, would you interpret these words? It is undeniably cer- 
tainj that scmictimcs GOD giveth account of his matters. — 
He gave it to Abraham, when Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
.the .pities about them, were to be destroyed with Brimstone 
and fire from heaven. You would Uterefore, 1 presume, in 
some such cpiaiiiicd sense expound the passage ; ** He giv- 
” ctli not iicc ouct i it is not bis usual way. Not a custom- 
y arv (iroceduic with the supreme di^ser of things. He 
** generally retjuiretli his creaturds to transact with him 
«, upontniit. I'll jive themselves - with an implicit 

resignation, to t'ne veracity of his word, and the good- 
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” pleasure of his will.'" — ^Tlje harmony of scripture, and 
the necessity of the rase, call upon you to give the same . 
exposition of the text before us. 

I said, the necessity of the case. F ir, vou will please to 
ohsrrvej the thing affirmed, is affirmed in such a, manner, 
th 't It must be applied to every individual Christian, and at 
the very instant of his commencing a true Christian. The 
a,> istle says not, a saint of the first rank, but whosoever.-— 
lie says not, after such a one has been, for a considerable 
time, born of GOO ; but whosoever is born, is butjust.cn- 
tered upon the desirable state, sinneth not. The cnaractet’ 
belongs to the very weakest believer. 'I'he description is 
suited even to babes in CHRIST. To suppose, therefore, 
thafit implies an entire freedom from sin, infirmity, and de- 
fect ; is to suppose, that all tfie children of the regeneration, 
are born in a state of inarjhood ; or rather, are more than 
men, even while they are infants ot a day. 

Our sense of the passage is free from this propriety, yet 
gives no countenance to immorality. Whosoever is horn of 
GOD sinneth not. He does not, he cannot sin, like th6 
devil, or one actuated by the diabolical nature. 'I'his in- 
terpretation is rendered probable, by the Apostle’s antithe- 
sis ; he that committeth sin is of the devil. It is reuden^d 
necessary, by the preceding remark, and by the experience 
of Christians. The text thus interpreted, is aj^plicable to 
• the babe in CHRIS P, as well as to the adult. Though 
cither of them may fall, through the violence or surpri.se of 
temptation, yet neither of them can live and. die in allowed 
iniquity, whether of omission or commission. They can- 
not have a settled loi'c to any known sin, nor can they com- 
mit it vvjth the full consent of their will. 

Solomon, when he uttered those humbling words*, had 
his eye upon what you somewhere call, “ the inconceiv- 
“ able purity and spirituality of the sacred precepts.” Upon 
that universal obedience which they require, in every the 
minutest instance. —That we do nothing, gr&at cr small. 
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V liii h they forbifl. Leavtr nothiitg undone, in heart or life, 
V’hich they enj' in — That wc do all fhi.s, in the most per- 
fect degree Sint oiily sf'rvtng the LOKD, but serving him 
viih all oiir sirength Nut onlv loving our neighbour, but 
loving him as our oivn soul E\er exercising the utmost 
regularity ot afTcction and desire ; ever maintaining the iit- 
inost rectitude ot temper and thought. If vou also. Sir, 
'^ad your eve fixed upon the same law, as it deiineates and 
.demands this “ inconceivable puiitv and spiniualitv you 
would not scruple to acquiesce in ti.e wise man’s confession, 
nor think much to a lout it as oiir own. Y 'U wonki ac- 
knowledge it calculated, not onlv tor the Mosaic x'ra, and 
meridian of Judea, but for all times and places ; till those 
new heavens, and that new earth a|)po.ir, wnercin dwel* 
Icie consumiToitc righteousness. 

/« many Ihhv^s u'c oflena all. *• ITiat St. James docs not 
f ‘ 'peak this ot hnnscif, or real christia''<<, aiIIcIcuIv ap- 
]4ear to »|l, wlio impartially consider the context." — I 
wish Si’, you had made this appear to one ; even to him, 
whom )ou hon(»r with this add re.ss. 'I’tieii I should i.ot 
h,^vc been obliged to ask ; Ot wtioni speaketh the Apos- 
tle ?— lie sa\s, my brethren. Does this i:uly imply true 
believers, and teal christians ?— He says, wc leaclier'i. — • 
I^oes not this comprehend himself, and describe his oftiee ? 
He adds, weal!. If he hiniselt, and real chnstians, are not 
included in this most c'om(>re!ieiisive clause; 1 would desire, 
to know, in what terms they could possibly be com- 
prised. 

According to this interpretation, the arguing is just, and 
the conclusion forcible. As though he had said, — “ My 
**. dear brethren ; though you arc truly converted to christi- 
f‘ anity, yet do not unailvisedly engage in the arduous and 
“ awlul vvotic of the ministry. Remembering, that we 
“ ministers ol the gospel, shall be subject to a stricter 
“ judgement, than Christians in an ordinary life ; and if, 
upop trial, we are found faithless, shall receive a heavier 
condemnation. — ^Thc danger, let me add, is very consi- 
** derablf. Because, such is the frailty of our mortal state, 
that the very best ainpqg us, aad those conversant in sa-. 
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‘ cred tilings, cannot always walk uprightly ; but# in ma- 
” iiv i.-.sta.ices, we trip, we stumble, weoflFencl.” 

Whereas, if neither the Apostle himself, nor real christi* 
ans, he meant ; I can sec no propriety, nor force in the tea* 
honing. Nay ; I can see no reason at all ; though the illa> 
five nartitle evidently requires it. N )thi tg but a most 
in ijii 1 and frivolous asseition. “ For, in many things, we 
“ that are not real c irijtians, offend.” Is this a discovery, 
worthy of apostolical wis lom? Is this all, that the inspired 
St. James m.-ant to declare ? You and I could have told 
him and his people a great deal mure. Whosoever is not a 
real cbriitlan offends, not in many things only, but in every 
thing. To such a one nvjthing is pure, llis mind and con- 
scwncc are defile.l. His whole life is sip. 

Weha> e examined this objection, as it stands in itself. 
L-'t us nu w take a v iew of it, as it miv appear in its oonse- 
q jLMices . — In rnunif things tvs offsnd all. “ The Apostle 
“ speaks not of himself, nor of real christia is,” Wtiat fine 
work would not adversaries make with theSjriptures, if we 
sliuuid allow them Mr. Wesley’s liberty of interpretation ! 
'Fell a Pela’iun, tliat all m-inkind is dei)raved. Prove the 
universal depr.»vity, by tliat abasing text all tvs, hks sheep, 
have ^ons astraij. llow eadly may he reply ; all wc, does 
not m ‘an all mankind. Foe Pnsphet speaks not ol him- 
self, nor ot virtuous perhons. But only ot pr iphatic people, 
aiid men of the baser sort. — ^'Fell an Arian, that our LOiFD 
JESUS CHRIST is verv GOD.* Confirm tiv glorious 
truth, bv that m >st c(»gc:it te.xt ; In him dwdleth all the ful- 
ne<s of the GODHEAD. 'The heretic has nothing more to 
do, than, in Mr. Wesley’s manner, to answer , all fulness 
does not mean all the divine perfections, but only some 
pittance or portion of them. — Dear Sir, whenever you arc 
disposed to criticise again, let me beieech you to consider 
a little, the import of language, and the consequences oi 
things. 

Had the words been. In many things we offend, you might 
by disregarding the context, have borrowed some slight 
seeming countenance for your criii'cism, from verse the yth. 
^Vhere the Apostle is supposed to personate tnc viicked. 
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thereioith curse ice man. Bjt in the place under considera- 
tion, he enlarges the sentini 'nt, and it'cngthens the l in- 
guage. Though free from that particula*’ cri n*, he was 
not free from this general ch irge. H ^re tuerefore he spa*-es 
not himself. He takes shame to hi n •‘If And teaches the 
most upright of the human race, to olea 1 guiltv before tlinr 
judge. We the servants of GOD ; w * the ambassadors of 
CHRIST ; we all* — not one excepted— in m mv things 
ciSend. — Where then could they, and 01 wlierc can vou 
atPd I, look for our perfection ; bu* o.ilv i » our divinely 
gracious SURETY, BRIDE GROOM, HE VI)? There 
let us seek it, where ^ome excellent lines (w lose author you 
May probably knuw) have taught us to tind it. 

Now let me climb pcrfe^.bon’s height, 

And into nothing fall ; 

Be lefs than nothing in ihy fight, 

While CHRIST is all in all. 

In the paragraph which begins, “ O children of Adam,” 
you don’t distinguis.h what the law is made to speak, accord- 
ing to a new scheme of divinity ; and what it really docs 
speak to true believers, on the principles of the gospel. — 
Give me leave, to rectily your mistakes ; and to point out 
the manner, in which you should have expressed your- 
self. 

To rectify your mistakes — you suppose the law, upon 
Aspasio’s plan, speaking to this effect. “ O children of 
“ Adam, you are no longer obliged to love the LORD 
“ your GOD w’ith ail your heart.” Indeed you are. The 
obligation remains, and unalterable. But it has been 
fully satisSed, as the condition of life ard' immortality, by 
the believer’s glorious SURETY. — “ Once I insisted on 
“‘absolute purity of heart. Now I can dispense with some 
“ degrees of evil desire.” No such thing. Every degree 
•f evil desire I condemn with inexorable rigour. But cve- 
rv such offence has been thus condemned, and thus . punish- 
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ed, in the fleih ot your crucified LORD. — “ Since CHRIST 
“ has fulfilled the law for vou, vou need not fulfill U.” Ra*, 
ther, you need not fulfil it, in order to the justification of jouf 
persons, or to ohta'n eternal life and glo*‘v. This, to you 
he crcate>.r f>f 'nv' ’Ssibilities, has been ner'ormed in yoar 
behalf, bv a MEDIAl'OR and a REDEEMER, to whom 
nolhing is impossible — “ I will connive at, voa, accominoo 
“ date mv demands to vour vs eakness ” Not this, but 
what is much better. I see no s-nl'il weaknesses in you4 
Because, the\ are all covered ♦ with the resplendent robe 
ot vour Saviour’s rlghteoU'-ness Tjierefore, I no long- 
er curhc, but bless you, and sign your title to everlasting 
happinc&b. — Thus the enmity ot ou'' nature is slain. Ihun 
the yift cepti, even the strictest precepts, become ainiableand 
desir.ihle. We love the law', which, through our dear 
REDEEMER, i'. no longer against us, but on our side. It 
a messe' g< r of peace, and bears witness lo our complete- 
ness in CHRIST. 

The manner, in which you should have expressed your- 
self — ^This IS what the law speaks, nci onling to Aspasio’t 
doctrine. “ O bedievers in CHRIST, I am, like tnv divine 
“ author, consummate and unchangeable. I did require, 
“ I did require, and ever dialj require, |)erfcct love to ooo; 
“ perfect charity to your neighb .»ur ; and perfect holiness, 
** botii in heart and life. Never abatn g one tittle of these 
“ m> requirments, I shall denounce the curse upon every 
** disobedience ; upon the least departure from absolute 
" perfection. — Bui this is your comfor», believers; that the 
“ curse is executed u(>on your most holy SURE TY. Tbia 
“ is your comfort, believers ; th.it my precepts have been 
“ fully obeyed byi JESUS your SaViOUR. As this was 
“ done, in your nature, and in your stead, i am satisfied| 
“ and you are justiticd. N'nv, though I c.in neverdispense 
“ with any fault, nor connive at any infirmity; yet I be- 

hold all your faults laid upon IMMANUEL. I behold 
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** all t.is righteousness put upon you. And on his account 
** 1 acq.<.t you i I accept you; and pronounce you righ- 
« teous*.” 

This is the language of the law to the faithful, as they 
are in CHRIST JKSUS. 'Fhis is the spirit of Aspasios 
conver&ati(>n with his trieiid Theron. Tlie native tencic icy 
ot his doctrine, and its powerful agency in producing true 
holiness, are professedly displayed in the tenth letter, anl 
not obsciirelv hinted, in various other places. If you can 
prove, that it has a contrary tendency ; you will prove, th.it 
the grace of GOD docs no longer teach us to (’eny, but 
prompt us to commit ungodliness. An attempt, in which, 
with all my esteem for your perMin, and diflerence to your 
abilities, I cannot wish you (JOl) soeed, 

“ I)i»es the righteousness ot GOD ever mean ( is vou af- 
“ firm) the merits of CIlRIbT ?”- Where do 1 aflinithis, 
Sir ? Be pleased to produce the pissage. .At leas* refer us 
to the page. — .Vspasio, in the place whi'h offends you, 
speaks ol what CHRIS 1' has doi.e aitd suff.'red ; of his ac» 
Uve and passive ouedience. Hiese express! ms vou cha ige 
into “ the merits ot Cl IRIS F'” Which being an ambigu- 
ous phrase, may serve to perplex the cause, rather than clear 
up the difficulty. Give me leave, therefoie, to restore As- 
pasio’s words, and to state the ques'ion fair'y. 

“ Does the righteousness of GOD ever signify the active 
“ and passive obedience of CHRIST?’'— To this Mr. 
W’eslcy replies, “ I believe not once in all the scripture.’’ — 
W hy then, Sir, do you not disprove, what .\spasio has ad- 
vanced, in support ot this interpretation ? You believe one 
thing ; he believes another. And there is this little differ- 
ente, in the ground you respectively go opon. He appeals 
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tu argument, anJ scripture. Y >u re*;! 
upon this single bo^tonn, “ I believe so.*’ 

You proceed—*' It {th.it is. the righteousness of .GOri| 
“ r>'’ton means, and particularly in the cpi^tle to the 
" CtOD’h method ofjustifymg sinners." — Sap^mse, I shiiuld 
sav, in my turn ; t is phrase ne\er ntearts, n-*, not in the 
enistic to the Romam, GOD’s method oi' jnstifVing Sinners* 
1 shoul \ then argue in your own way. Rring a shieh\ 
iu.ted t<» y .uf svv»jrd. Just at good in argum ‘lit t« defen 
as you have brought to destroy’ inv opinion; Wh^t wou I 
the judicious reader sav, on ^uch an occati' n ? Would he 
not smile, and cry ; ** A govtaly pair of disputants tro^ 

B'lt let me ask ; does the holiness of GOD signify hit 
mtihttd ot sanctilying cinnefs? D ics the wisdom of GOII 
s s»nify his method of making sinneri> wi^e? This no mortal 
h.it s.ispected. This you yourself will hardly venture to as* 
serf. Why then should we t-ike your worij when, withnuf 
a Mgn ng the least r-’ason, y<>u dictate and declare “ Tne 
" righteousness o( GOD means his method of justify rtg 
“ sinners r" — Y )u must panion us, Jsir^ if we prefer St, 
jPe/e* ’ a- judgment, llis judgment, in that m.'tnor i hie pas- 
sage ; who htr e obtfiinrd Uke /trerious fit fh in the rishfront- 
iiest of oat GO O, even of our SAl-' iOlfR'i,E,iiU'i CHHIS /'. 
This sentence is a key to ad tnosc texts in the new testa* 
ntent, and maiu »>f tho'ife in the <tld, which mentirm the 
Righteousness of 001). IT rej it nectfss.irlly dgnifies t' e 
righteousness fif Cl I s JST ; because none else is opr GOD 
and SAVlOltR. llercj it confessediy sigfl.fys toe obje<t 
ot justifying faith. Whtch canhot bt* the essential rigiuc- 
ou^ncs8 of an absolute GOD, but must be the vicarious 
righteousness of an incarnate Gl>D. .And wUv should you 
Scruple to cali the righteousness ot CilRH , the rigoteoos* 
ress of GOD r Since his bioo<l is called, the blo'id ot GOD.. 
His life, w ich he laid down tor us, is called the lite uf 
GOD. And he himself j rs the author of our salyafimi, is 
called JEHOV AH (or GOD sclf*exUteut and evariasiiug) 
Bar righteousness. 


the whole raatti 
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It i$ possible, you may produce some commentators of 
eminence^ who coincide or have led the way, in this your 
interpretation. But may we not ask them, as well as your- 
self, on what authority they proceed ? — Is this the plain and 
natural signifiiation of the words? No, but an apparent 
force upon their natur?l import.— Docs this tend to nx and 
' ascertain the sense of the passage ? No ; but it gives the 
passage such a rambling turn, as will accommodate itselfto 
the sentiments of Arians or Sucinians, Arminians or Papists. 
Is this reconcileable with the tenure of scripture ? He ha^h 
' made HIM to be sin for ms, who kneio uo sin, that we mi" lit 
be made the righteousness of God in him. Make a trial of 
your interpretation upon this distinguished text. See, how 
it will accord with common sense, or the analogy of faith. 
'Phat we might be made the righteousness of GOD ; that is. 

That we might be made GOD’s method of justifying 
•* sinners.” Can you yourself. Sir, upon an impartial 
review, be plcuicd with such interpretations of sacred 
writ ? 

lluw much more noble, and how much more comforta- 
ble, is the easy and obvious sense ; which the words, in a 
most beautiful climax, aftord ' he made CHRIST, who 
was pericctly free from sin, both in heart and life ", GOD 
made him to be sin, justly chargeabl-? with it, and justly 
punishable fur if. 1 hat wc, who are full of sin, both origi- 
nal and actual, might be made righteous — and not barely 
righteous, but (which is a much stronger expression) righ- 
teousness ifsel/— yea, that we might be made# what exceeds 
a|l parallel# and jnisses all understanding, the righteousness 
ofiiOD*. Might hare that very righteousness for our 
jusiiticatKrn, which the C.JOD of all perlection, uniting him- 
self to our nature, wrought, fiinsiied, and in^nitely 
enobled. 

Mr Samuel Clarke, in his annotations on this verse, on 
Rom. i. Ji>. on Rom. x. 3. wrjtes in the same vague anrl 
unsatisf^tory manner as yourself. 1 could mention another 
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cdebrated commentator, who leans to this timid and ttriiQr* 
ming scheme.— I aoeak thus freeljr, because I look 
the article of justificatimi throug!> the righteousness of out 
GO0 and SAVIOUR, to be the supreme dUHhgtlishii^' 
glory ot Christianity. Because, 1 consider ft as the richirsf, 
privilege of the Christian. To have a righteousness — a coor 
summate righteousness— the verv righteouwess of the incar« 
nate GpD — dignifyed with ail the perfections of the divine 
nature — to have this righteousness imputed for our justifica. 
tion I matchless, inconceivable blessing ! this fills the he> 
liever’s heart, with inexpressible Comfort and joy. This 
displays the grace of GOD, in the most charming and trans- 
porting light. This constitutes the most engaging mo* 
tive to love, to holiness, and to ‘all willing obedience. 

3L et^ not then treat of it, in such (itlufias* terms, or in 
wMu^lkpromtztng strain, as shall defeat the efficacf of the 
or deliver up the precious tleppsifuni to \\\9 
emnwloil the gospel. Il,et us father, bp a clear and lull 
manifestation of the truths of this capital and leading truth 
especially, commend ourselves to every mail's conscience. — 
Ttieir humour may dislike it, their prejudice may reject 
it ; but their conscience, whenever it awakes and gains 
the ascendant, will embrace it; ^ill cleave to it j and re- 
joice ip it. 

But stay. Let me proceed cautiously. Not triumph 
Immaturely. You rally your forces, and prepare lot a'fresb 
attack. Aspysio tells his friend ; that the righteousness of 
GOD, signifies a righteousness of the most super eminent 
dignity. Such as is worthy to be called ,bv his name, and. 
may justly challenge his acceptance. To this you reyly» ‘' I 
** cannot allow it at all.” — Aspasio supports his opinion by 
scripture, by reason, and by a veiy respectable authority. 
All which Mr. Wesley would cuntront and overthrow, by 
that one irrefragable proot, *' ] cannot allow it at all.” — 
Surely said 1 everv reader is treated not as one, that (<> to be 
. aiddressed with argument, and convinced by reasoning, but 
as a tame disciple, that is to acquiesce in the great precept 
tor’s solemn ** say so.” 

To your next paragraph lhave no material objection. I 
diaU only obsonre,. u^jcix would di^ard the ex|>ressiQn, 
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irum'afion of ^I’shfeoustifts, and insert in its stead, ivteresf rn 
i'jHaiH'I You had ijot alwavs. Sir, such an avef'iion to 
itpputed. Witness that stanza in orte of ^our hymns ; 

Let faith and Icive romhine 
To guard your valiant breaft. 

The plate be righfCuusneU divine^ 

Imputed and iznpred. 

However in this nlace I am willlnsr to gratify you. 
cause, it will be diflficuir to shew, how a sinner can nave a 
real interest in CHRIST, any other wav, than by im 'U'at 
tion Look upon the holiness qt his nature, and the atone* 
ment of his death, as the one undivided ineffable treasuie, 
in which every belt 'ving sin ter is interested. And# W the 
last, introducing him, with dignity and triumph, 
lasiin^ habitations. fip^ ' 

Here I lay doA-n mv pen ; unless you will permit iltie to 
relate a little piece of history, not foreign 1 1 vour last seoti- 
nient. — A certain Genera^ happened to observe a common 
Su'dier distinguishing himself,' on the day of battle, with 
uncommon activity and'<courage. Determined to resvari 
merit, he advanced the brave plebian to a Captain’s po-t. 
W ho had not long mjoyed the honor, before he came to 
his beneiactor, and, with a dejected countenance, begged 
leave to resign his commission, i he General, surprize»l at 
fuch an pnejfpectcd request, asked him the reason. Your 
Officer^, said the petitioner, being gentlemen of family and 
icducation, think it beneath them to associate with a rustic. 
So that, now, 1 am abandoned on every side ; and am less 
happy, since my preferment, than before this instance of 
your Highhess's favour.— Is this the cause of your uneasi* 
ness? replied the General. Then it shall be redressed. Oiie 
day when he was revievving his array, he calls the young 
hero from the ranks ; leans his hand upon his shoulder, and 
walks with him through all the lines. After such a Mgnal 
token (jS his Prince’s regard, the Officers courted, rather 
than shunned, his company. 

And will not the favor of the blessed JESUS, give us aa 
a di^tipction| iu the htavipii^ world i wearing the 
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int>>t iilii8triou> tokens of l>is love, that he himselt could pot> 
sibly give ?— |n the<>e tokens of his love may we and oof 
r atit rs be f imd ! Then lAall we meet one another wMi 
courage and comfort, at the great tribunal ; with honor 
and jov , atnidst the angels of light } with everlasting eial> 
tati >n and rapture, around the throne of the LAMS. 

Under such pleasing hape* 1 take my le^ve gt ptcgmii;, 
gpii remata your, 8c». 
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LETTER VIIL 


Rev. Sir, 


You introdace the parsj^ph, that comes next 
undet our consideration, by a very just distinction. Atinuitt 
had observed, that a lebel may be t^iven, without being 
restored to the dignity ot a son. To which you reply ; 
** A rebel against an earthly king may ; but not a reMl 
** against GOD. In the very same moment that GOD 
forgives, we are the sons of GOD.’*— This is perfectly 
right. But hence to infer, that the conversation of our two 
friends is no better than ‘an idle dispute," is not very po- 
lite, and not at all conclusive. Because, remission of the 


offence, and restoration to favour, may edme, in the same 
moment, and yet be d fferent blessings. That afflicted pa- 
tient, mentioned in the gos >el, had, at the same instant, his 
ears opened and the string of his tongue loosed. Were 
these effects, therefore, one and the same kind of healing } 
Besides } why are forgiveness and sonship united in the di- 
vine donation ? Because, the sufferings of a sinner, and 
the obedience of a son, were united in the divine RE- 


DEEMER- So that we must still have our eye, our be- 
lieving and adoring «ye« upon the mcritofiou» righteeufitess 
of our LORD. 
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** Pardon and acceptance, though, AV.” 1 re 

liothin^ but the trambe re^l fa . — “ The words oJ Sob^ Kr.'* 
Here I see nothing hut the u^ual argument, our mastt-r’s 
inse dUit. 'Fhereford we will paw on to the next pe- 
riod. . 

Two texts of scripture are produced. You set asi !c 
Aspasio’s interpretation, to mak* .vav tor one at your ow.i. 
Which might have passed w thout suipici n, if it h i i ap- 
peared in your sermons, or been delivered fro n v xir pulpif< 
where a person may be conterit with the geocral sense, 
without entering upon a cr tical nieetv. B it, hv rejecting 
A.spasio*s exposition, yon seem to intend a peculiar degrrd 
of accuracy. Let us then examine t‘ie paftStigei., wii i smti 
a view. — “ Grace reignetii through righteousness untoeteri 
** nal life “ that is, the free love ot (tOl) bring, us, 
** through justification and sanctification, to glorv.” 

In thisi f question, Sir, whether you are '.-xactly orthodox, 
lod lead ttie reader to buppose, that •sanctificition is is 
much the cause of glory as justification. Tnat CHRIS i \s 
woric, and our graces, have just the same weight ; act in 
the very same capacity; have, at least, a j dnt inriuence, in 
procuring eternal life. — You should rather have expresseil 
yourself ih some such manner; “ The free grace of G013 
“ brings us, through the joyful privilege of justification, 
“ first to sanctification, or the lOve of his blessed self ; 
** then to glory; or the eijoyment of his blessed self.*' 

Besides ; you neglect the sigiiificancv of that beautiful 
and emphatical word, reigneth. On this much stress ought 
to be laid in reading the seiitence ; therefore, it ought not 
to be totally over looked in explaining the sentence. Grace 
is discovered in other instances^ Grac^ is exercised in 
other blessings. But by giving us eternal life ; by giving 
it freely, even when we are undeserving guiltv ereatures ; 
this ever amiable attribute reigneth. lids manifested with- 
every grand and charming recommendation. It appears, 
like the illustrious S<dumon, when seated on his inimitably 
splendid throne of ivory and gold : or like the magnificent 
Ahasuerus, when he shewed the riches ot his glorLus king- 
dom, and the honor of his excellent majesty. 





\ i>antc<ilar I oa«r» »t per^’iade mvaelf to ai-ritst', 
Y »u change thp wt»»r j ,‘w^ 'Msrtficatiofl. . Iff* 

stead o* ^avinj;. “/Brio?**' u* -thrmigh rtghteiHisnef^i” v«>^ 
s^v, “ B iug tis through ” 8v this 

y>u sc ifce disiln rtjish vmirself <t»im unv hffetic. Y ni iitayt 
Ta^'k w it'i ♦he Arian, f't w ith the -.Si-ctari t of anv den vmi- 
naii-m. I'hev will, even one, alfv.v fir necesorv of jostei* 
c ition, in order t-) final telicitv. B 0 not the necesotv t)f a 
ri<{ •teoii^ness a‘lec|iiate <*» the de'n*n<is<jf the la\^j as a 
foundation t o th s hli’ssei ho!>e. — Y tu do j.ist t ie aa n« 
i. jU’V til CHRISV and ins ty{hte«Hl^ue^», whict obtain ihi# 
ii conceivable rei'tm;»cm.‘e«t reward ; as you would r^i*iv<sr 
to rn a mes^en}»t’r, who carries a rich pres-'ot t > vourtricn *,-• 
but wiu not ackiiowled^^e tMm wh.<ni it cotries. It cuntics,. 
Vu* t'in‘’es'e', from some man ; hut objiti wteh refuses ta'.%af' 
from Mr, John \Ve>ley. Whereas, Aspasio ^cr•<|JleS' iwt 
to own, nay, lejoices to declare, from whence the ittvaluahle 
benefit of justification proceeds Not trom works of th^ 
law i no, (tor from work» of tlie SPiRI T ; from nothin#;, 
done hv us from nofhinj wrou :ht; in tii. ; l^t viriMNly 
tl>c blood and obedience ot JESUS CHRIST. 

The next pan^a^e, on wtuony>u deocatit, is ; ♦* l^hfi 
** they may receive tur^iveness, and a lot amon/( thd sane« 
** tified.” Thus, vou translate the origin.d. Aspas'o, not 
aficciing n ediess novelty, is.conient with tins eomhfoni 
Version. *• Thnt they, mav receive tor^iy.»'ncss of s nsj anil’ 
*♦ inheritance ainoug.aU>,he.n that are sa ictifierl hv, lahHf 
that Is ijj MEj — Wny^d > you omit the w ml 9in» ? PWfc 
giyen^a, 1 own, im^I.es it. Bot the apostfi chii>es to ex- 
p/ess it. . Bv ,ivhicfi.ineao|h ,the sentence b<»coiQes4ft»fe full 
and einphadcal. Cf race is more highly h uiored and 
more dee|>l) abased.. 1 wonder al»o, whv you should pr«« 
ftr lo^ to inhei.uaiKe, w hich is the usual tr^nsl.iiKin. 
latter word C|;m,vevs a much more auide and peasing iisaa. 
to the, English reader, tnan die f »rm‘ r iiectw eyieflr 
^ tins,: nor earn U ilei us inarii tuis) by^jerlonniitjl^uitijUi 
i.h as an absolute ^ut. Just as 
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brethren received the portions from the Viceroy of Egypt's 
table, —Receive an inheritance i consisting of all spiritual 
blessings here, and a title to everlasting blessedness hereaN 
ter. All which arc bestowed as freely, as the several por- 
tions of land in Canaan were, by Moses and Joshua con- 
signed over to the tribes of Israel for a possesaion. Amon^ 
those that are sanctified. It you should enquire, how sin- 
ners are sanctified ? The answer is added ; Bif faith which 
U in ME. Not for faith, as your conditional scheme sup- 
poses ; but by faith. By accepting the blessings mention- 
ed ; bv looking upon them as our own ; through the divine 
gilt ; and by living in the delightful enjoyment of them. 
Thus our hearts are won to GOD, and liiled with his love. 
Thus they arc weaned from vanity, and renewed in true ho- 
liness. 

lb the satisfaction made by CHRIST’S death, sufficient 
to obtain both our full pardon, and our final napjiiness ? 
Aspasio has answered this question in the negative. He 
has confirmed his opi;)ion by the authority of Scripture, and 
^le testimony of reason. Mr. Wesley thinks it enough to 
ftply } Unquestionably it is sufficient, and neither ot the 
*‘ lexts you cite prove the contrary.” — How easy, by tins 
way of arguing, to overthrow any system, and silence de- 
monstration itself ! —But pray, Sir, be pleased to recollect 
yourself. Did you not, a little while ago, c.xtol A»pasio as 

unquestionably right.” Because he made the universal 
obedience of CHRIb i , from his birth to his death, the one 
foundation of his hope ? Yet here you condemn him, as 

unquestionably wrong,” because he does not attribute all 
toCliKISr’s death exclusively. Will Mr. Wesley never 
have done with self contradiction ? Why will he give me 

such repeated cause to complain ? Hue teneam vtdtuSf 

Sic. 

If it was requisite for CIlRISl' to be baptised, argues 
Aspasio, much niurc to tulrii the moral law.— “ I cannot 
“ prove, replies Mr. Wesley, that either the one or the 
** other was requisite, in order to hi > purchasing redemp- 
** Udn for us.” Why then do you admit his obedience t6 
the nwjral law, as an essential part of the loundatienofyuui 
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hope ? A tottering foundation methinki, which is laid in 4 
doctrine you cannot prove. 

But if you cannot prove it, may not others prove it foe 
you ? You are not called to prove this point, Sir, but only 
to disprove, what Aspasio has advanced, in confirmation of 
it. — That it was requisite for our LORD to be baptized, he 
himself acknowledges. Speaking of that sacred rite, he 
says, T/m it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. It be. 
cometh ; was it not requisite for CHRIST, always to act 
the becoming part ?, In every circumstance to demean him* 
self, according to the utmost decorum and highest dignity, 
of character ? “ This was not requisite to purchase redemp- 
“ tion for us.” For what then w’as it requisite ? Not to 
wash away any stain from the holy .] tiSlJS. Not to obtaih 
any blessedness for the SON of the HI Cl I ESI'. Since, as 
the SON of the eternal GOD, he had an undoubted right 
to ail the blessings of heaven and earth, of time and etef-^ 
nity. 

“ But It was not requisite, that he should fulfil the moral 
“ law.” — No! Do you then establish the law ? Are you' 
not the Anttnomian, who would have sinful man saved, yet 
the divine Jaw not fulfilled, either by thetn or their SURE- 
TY ? This is a strange wav of magnifying the great stand- 
ard of all righteousness. Rather, it is the sure way of dis- 
honoring and debasing it. — Wljat says our LORD? / 
eamCt nol to destroy the laWf but to fulfil *. Did this signify, 
as some expository refiners suggest, only to v indicare and 
illustrate, the law ; to explain ns highest mraning, and res- 
cue it from the false glosses of the S.:nbcs ; the business 
might have been done by the Prophets and Apo»rlcs. No 
occasion for the KINfJ of heaven to appear in person. His 
ambassadors might have tra.i'^acted tne wh(de affair of vin- 
dication and explanatio.i. But to fulfil every jot and tittle 
prescribed in its commands ; tj suffer all the vengc-attce 
and tiie wiiole curse, denounced in its penahy ; this vfra^a 
work worthy of the SON of G()D— practicaole by done, 


,v UW** *• ‘7* 






I*?* Virrr.^9 


bin the SOM nf (J*)D— and, Vine ex?i*uted *>> IlI^I, »s 
truly merir<«rioii< nf iMrdon and life fornonr : of 

t '•ir restoration to the div'-'C *'av.»r, anti of tlieir Almissi 'n 
jiito the heavenly kincd. m 

Tern ira! la a’ is inviolahle in ifs nature, and eternal 
ohliaa ion. T’lis is a truth ot' i»reaT i nportance. Wp . t'vs 
is conpci ted. a d on t li.s deo*-n l-, t ie ah^'il-ite necess tv f 
a vipari 'Us rii^htetnisne's. I i-n no l.» ge*- siDrise l, 
jou dis uiea?'‘SMhe 1 'fti^r, since vo i (vj ■ ti m or I'lr 
the torm* r - B :t co- si 4r, what ivir l/)r{0 so-s^arf'cr 
Ui)on this s i.'jci *, in the fi.th of St. M utiew, aol the eigh- 
teenth Vif'C. P.-rhaos, you will r p.v ; “ 1 li^vc S .th/'on- 
f* sidered it, a'ld exoou de<l it. in rnvsern mx ” Y >.1 have. 
Bit in such a manner, as 1 hoj«, you iviJl tive t > r-fai 
Thus you expound t te awful text, an. I turn it into a ot ’ 'o 
pf unmeaning tautoloj^y. “ One jot or one tittle shall in 
f‘ po wise pass, till heaven and earth pass ; or as it is ex* 
•* pressed imuiediaiely after, till ^11 (or raflicr all roi i^.s) he 
. •* fuliilled, tin the consummation of all things f." Thus 
stand* the passage, interpreted according t.j your criticism, 
f* nil the conS'immathm ot all things, one j-u or one tittle 
■“ sh dl in no -s ise pass from the 'a.v, till the coukum nation 
f‘ of all things " See ! to what miscrahle subterfuges a 
fn.in ot kfirniug is driven, .n or ler to ev.i le t he f >rce of a 
text, v% hicb militates strungU tor the meritorious obedience 

pt CHRIS r. 

H w much more jqst, mare noble, more useful, is the 
fommon exposition, ami the obvious mear,ing i Whicn we 
may tiius introduce — T.iese are the terms of life and hpppi* 
pesstoman. Whosoever falls short. GOD himself pro- 
nounces accursed. And will the UNCHANGEABLE go 
back trorp hi> pur^iose ; make abatement io his demands ; 
or come to a composition with his cieatures? No verily. 
||e is of one iniud, and who can turn Uhu It were east* 
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fr ti'f heaven and earth to nass t» nature to he uit* 
hinged, and the universe to drrjp into dissolution ; than for 
one jot or tittle of this unalterable law to pass, without 
h ^ing a perfect accom;ilishment, J in every the minutest 
in'tspce 

B' CHRIST’S stiff rngs alone the law was not satisBed'; 
',a\- Asi asii) “ Y. t it was replies Mr. Wesley— Then 
i| the indefatifjable and Importa-'t labours of his life, all his 
vi n plarv and shining graces, must be mere superfluities, 
t least, thev could have no merit, but wen'-necessary only 
iwav of setting us an example. 

The Prophet was of another mind. The LORD is well 
Pised tor his righteousness sake. Bv this rigliteousness, 
ti'barely by his suffering'-, be w ill magnify the law and 
trie II h onorabie.— The Apostle was of another mioJ. 
<»*) sent f rth his SOV, made of a woman, made uiid'^r 
t''<tvv. What r Only to bear its curse ? Only to under* 
f o penalty ? .Not to fulfil its preceptive pan ? Wh'dt is 
ci.oisedK the priniipal pan int verv law ; and to enforce 
wht<, aH peiiailie.N a'e added — You yourself ought to be 
st'her mind. F ir n»u have alreadv and truly observed, 
tuat fdo 1 and a».ceplanee al' v avs go together. “ In tjte 
** sai .noment that GOD fftrgives we are the sons of 
(jO.” And wiiereture? The reason is, because the 
s.jffcrts of a sinner, and the obedience of a son, went to- 
gettief) (he REDEEMER. And without this union, the 
re lemjoii of man had not been complete. 

“ 1 1 law required onlv the alternative, obey or die.”— 
Some O'our errors are less condde. able ; this 1 fake to be 
a nrst-rt^ miNtake. According to this suppositi<;n, Ca/'/f, 
and /ud, and ail the damned, are rightibus. Bi'cause 
they «/eih.*v bear the curse; they suffer everlastingly; 
and ther^ conform to one of the law’s alternatives. — One 
of the las alternatives ?* No H re 1 am wrong, it is 
one of yo alternatives. 1 he divine law knows no such 
fhifl^. Naw on earth knows any such thing. Say^dtu/us 
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and pena’ties anni xed to a law, are never looked u})on ns 
equivalent to oh«»die-'ce ; but only as preservativ’cs from 
disobedience. — In all the compass of your rea^Jinc;, have 
you ever met wiih a law, that makes such proposals to its 
subjects ? *' Conform to the regulations estabiished, a'ici 
** shall enjoy my privileges, you shall share my honors. Dr, 
if you chuse to violate all my wholsome institutions, o.iiy 
V " su'bmit to the penalty, and you shall have an erjual ri.;h 
*• to the immunitie.s and prefciments.” 

** Tlte law required no man to obey and die too,” — H* 
did it not require a transgressor to obey and die : If m 
then transgres .ion robs the law of its right, and vacates I 
obligation to obedience. — Did it not require the SURE'f 
for sinful man, to obey and die ? If the SURETY vs 
only, he only delivers from punishment. But this affls 
no claim to life; no title to a reward. Unless tou^n 
produce some such edict from the court of heaven, 
this, and thou shalt live. 1 find it written, “ In kc«itg 
** thy commandments there Is great reward.” No 
do I read, in undergoing thy curse, there is the san f'*- 
ward. — Whereas, when we join the active and passiyobc- 
dience of our LORD ; the peace speaking bl lod, wi the 
I'fc-jjivinjf li^^htcousncss ; both made infinitely meri'ious, 
and infinitely efficacious, by the divine glory of his {'son ; 
how full dues our justification appear! how firm Iocs it 
stand ! it has all that the law can dcmaiul, botliur our 
exemption from the cur-e, and for our title to bliss 
Bekire 1 take my lea\c of iliis tojiic, let nte n<e one 
supposition, tor which your way of tliinking afds the 
iu.ster ground. Suppose, our LORD JLSUS ^IRIS^ 
had yielded a perfect conformity to the preccpp'iiliout 
ever submitting to the penalty ; would this havecen sufi* 
^’Ticieni tor the justification of a •.inn. r r Here is of of your 
alternatives performed. Upon the foot of yourfinciplcs, 
ther^fote, it would, it must have been sufficient- But this 
IS so wild an opinion, so con.rary to the wtiole'urrcnl af 
scft{$ture, that to produce it, is to refute it. 

Where scripture ascribes the whole of our Ivation to 
the Ocath ot CllRlSl', a part of diH huu.i.iulKis put lor 
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the whole. To this Mr, Wes-ley objects j *' I cannot aU 
“ low it without proo — 1 wiiB you would r<*member th» 
golden rule, (of doing as you would be done bv) and, sincef 
)ou ins'st upon > too* horn -othtrs. not be so sparing of it itt 
your own (.'.rust ; 1 wish l:kewi.>e you would ittiparilalljr 
consider what Asoa.io has advanced, up.m the subjccV-— 
has l.c not g ven you the proof jou dc.na»ut?-- “ No; >,• 

“ was rMieii! utito d<’ath is n • pr'of at all ” — But is that 
i.'ic onK tiiiiog ur^eci ? It oiv ar.’u'.; nt i-* i(iavleq'uate,.inu^ 'J 
sii bf iiic nclu-si'e" IJr-rause you iiave rmted one detarh*!*;;; 
n.ci.t, liav : you thi tvfore coi-qucrcJ tiie whole arrav 4 
I :ovve\er iet us sce, whvUiu-r this detachtncnt, weak as you 
su}>t»f>se ii, not be able to sustain ' air attack, 

D <.s not ibe sciipture .iscribe irte vs hole of >our salvati* 
on to the do,Hli ot CllKlSl ? I'o ilni question Aspaaio 
replie^. this p^irt of our LORD’S nieniorious humiliatuoa is 
by ii vc-rv usual figure put t'*r the whole— the death of 
CM RIST includes (.lit <jnlv .his ^HVrings, but his obeda* 
cncc — tlie sliedding ot his i>J od *^s at once the .grand ia', 
stance or his suucrings, and the finishing act ol las obedi* 
ein.e; in this view ii is considered, and thus it is represent- 
ed by his own in .bassador, who, speaking of his divine 
master, says, “ IL- was obedient unto death, even the death 
“ ot the crosv.”— “ riii-, you reply, is no proof at all, as it 
“ does not iK.c>-h-..itilv I .-'.dv any tn..^re, than that he Uicdift 
“ obedience to the F, VI HRR.’* 

How do sonic* people love to cramp the enlarged, and 
debase the magnificent sense of sinpiure! surely, ihis text 
implies; and not implies oi.lv, iiui loi.iblv* expresses both 
the active and passive obcdieiKC ol Cl IRIS F. 1 his is 
what the following clause tyuuirin- — let coninion sense be 
judge— obedient, not bafelv in ucdth, but unto death, like 
that expression of JEHOVAH, by the prophet, unto hoary 
hairs 1 will carry yi/u.— Doca not i!«s give us a retrospect 
view of youth and uiatibood, as wi il as lead our a|ftutlioti 
forward lo old age ! in like mannei, obedient unto .death. 
Does not this rcter us to all the previous duties and yijrttiejt 
of a righteous walk ; while it leads us to the closing ustm 



of all, a resigned exit ? D'les it not ma^t< naturally mean, 
olsedient thr>ugh the wSofe course ot life, even to the Ust 
all (^mpleating instance, a voinntary submission to death ? 
How easy and obvious is this interpretation ? H m grand 
and graceful is this meaning ! 

1 can no m^re admire your taste (considered) as a cri’ic, 
than. I can admire y(iur doctrine (considered) as a divine.—* 
Qfie me the expositions of scrifjture, which act, not like 
1^ ndctilmai damp, but like the morning sun ; not shrivel- 
ing titd contra.'ting, hut opening and expanding th >:>e 
f|}>wers ot P.itadise the truths ot the gospel, tliat thev m ly 
dis()Uy all their charming beauties, and breathe out all t!i.*ir 
reviving od .'Urs. 1 think, upon the whole, we have very 
sufficient cause to assert and to abide by our assertion : th it 
when the scripture ascribes the whole of our salvation to 
the death of CHRIST, a part of his humiliation is put for 
^evHioie; and in thus speaking, the HOLY SPIRIT 
copio after himself. F^^it the death indtcted on the first 
Adam included ?very <t(^jeonseqnent upon the fail ; tue 
depttvity, as weR as theiiiisei^ of the creature, it was meet 
that the death tO' which the eeconi Via n sub n tted,s’iouid 
include every good, needful ITdr. our recovery ; the obedi- 
ence as «*tll as the sufferutgi of the REDEEMER. It 
was meet t^ the price, expr^aed by the same word, should 
be as extuiiuive as the punishment 

“ But hoUf does it appear that he undertook this before 
** the foundMion of the world I*' At what time does Mr. 
Wesley suppose, that CHRIST ' undertook the work i Not 
till sin entered and man apostatized i Was it then an inci- 
dental (upeHuit) expedient, fetched in to remedy some un- 
foreseen disaster i Was it a device, which owed its Inrth 
to some unexpected contingency, occasioned bv the per- 
verseness of the creature ? Far, far firoin it. — It was the 
grand, original, all comprehending plan, the way in whi h 
'GOD, long before time commenced, decreed to manifest 
theglory ot his grace, and the luitre of ail his perfiteduhs. 
Whe world was made as a proper Theatre, on whicn to 
4iiip)ay and execute this must mag ificent scheme ; and aU 
t^ revolutiuusot human afiairsiiM su many under plots io 
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the Drama, are suh^ervient to the feccnra tlKhment ui th||, 
capiral HtM!>n — “ Known unfo GOD are all his wQrks,**,, 
dt'termine<l by GOD are all His con’'seK, from ihc be^in* 
inp of the w(<rld, more especially this grandest of all l e 
divine dispensations; this master-piece of his unsearchable 
w isdom. 

“ I5jt w-)s this bv a positive covenant between CIIRISX 
** and the F V TIIE'l V’ Jspasio ;,rnceeds to illustrate snjd 
confirm the d ctrinc of an everlasting covenant betwevlllj 
t f ahnight) FA I'IIFR and his c<- qaal SON. lle^v«' 
duces several texts of scripture, to each of \v! ich v tU ob-. 
j. ct as n ufTiv iuit 'or his purpose ; each of your (,bjcctioii8 
J sh ill answt-r, only by adding a short com ncnl, c\ ilana- 
torv/d" their spirit and force — Tots' proves no jirevio is 
“ coi'tr.ivt,*’ tint i-., I deny it, and therefore it v annut pyov^. 
your point. “ Neither does this prove any such thing.’* 
Tr.at is. I cannot or will not sec tly: proof, Aii l thereforf^ 
there is none,— ** That expression Hoes not necessarily jtnn 
“ piv any more” than 1 please lanllow In the way m*. 
“ method he had chosen of which f am the sok* cornu 
pletc judge, and mv judgment ought to be deceive in. the 
case. — I'bus would .’vir. fVesley have, not ,ff/wi*/jp,onlv, but 
ttie public also, receive hi^ ilictatcs f a f'riuod ) 
as abs dute oracles. F /r here is niiiv bare a,sser(i<^n,or ba e 
denial, without any vouchers, but his own word, vvit suut 
anv authority, but his own dcclur<ition. 

In psalm inc xlth, the conditions of the covenant are clr» 
cumstantiallv n corded, vvhi"h were the tKarmtion -utj 
obedience ot the eternal SO.V, “ A bo ly hast ibou pre ar» 
“ ed me — lo ! 1 come to do thy will. ’ ** Nay, here is no 
" mention of any covenant, nor any thii g Irom which it 
** can be inferred.” llovo manif Innrs situ I / aiifife /luvt 
■ said ulhab to Muhwali, thaf thou fell me uniiiini^ hut thut 
which is trite? Arid h-)w many times sh.ni I intrc^^Ir, 
IFIff/ev to object nothing, without assigning some feasoo 
for his objection ? At least not to t.iing of c nivinciiy j. my 
judgment, and converttog me to his opiuioa uy a b<i|!i|,tfay 
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SO. — But 1 have done — perhaj^ I l ave trespassed upon the 
patience of the reader, in expressing my disappointment so 
frequently j perhaps I may also bear too hard upon Mr. 
Wesley in asking for proofs, when it may be no small diffi* 
culty to produce them. To return — “ Nay here is no men- 
tioQ of any covenant, nor any thing from which it can be 
** inferred.” — 1'hat the word covenant is not mentioned is 
very true, that there is no reference to any such thing is not 
bfio certain : let us consider the whole passage — “ sacrifice 
l‘ and burnt-offering thou didst not require if sicrifices 
^hdlfein beasts hre not the object of the divine complacen- 
cy, in what v^ill the LORD delight? The next words de- 
clare, “ A body hast thou prepared me since the law 
cannot be fulfilled without doing, nor justice satisfied with- 
out dying, ** Lo I I come, says the second person in the 
TRINITY, to undertake both, since this undertaking 
“ must be accomplished, by ONE who is finite, that ho 
** may die ; and infinite, that he may conquer death ; I 
** will accomplish it in the divine and human nature. For 
** this purpose a body hast tht>u prepared me, in this body 
** lo ! 1 come, willing arid chearfully I come, to perforn), 
*‘ to sustain, to fulfill all ; and so to do thy great, thy gru- 
“ cious will.”— May w'c not rationally suppose thi.'* spoken 
by way of{regtipu!ation, or) compliance with the FATHER’S 
dqpiands ? Tliat the matter is thereby brought to a sole mu 
contract ? 

Dr. Hammond thought this no irrational supposition, 
Ihereinre gives us, upon the following words, a perfectly 
corresponuing comment. In the volume of the book it is 
w ritten of me. ” Which is no other than a bill, or roll of 
“ contract between the FA'l'IlER and CHRIST } where- 
** in is supposed t,o be written the agreement, preparatory 
*• to that great work of CHRIST’S incarnation, wherein 
he, undertaking to fulfil the will of GOD, to perforiti ail 
“ active, and also all passive obedience, even unto death, 
** had the promise from GOD, that he should become the 
*• author ot eternal salvation to iiH^hat obey him.” 

'Hjus says our learned countrymal). And what says the 
blessed Apostle ? Whose exposUioa and application of the? 
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passage, you seem to have forgotten, at least not to hay© 
thoroughly weighed. Having duoted the passage, argue4 
from it, and displayed the benefits obtained bv this alhsu^ 
ficient propitiation, he adduces a text from Jeremiah rela- 
<i .g to this very subject, and explaining its nature ; where- 
of the HOLY GHOST also is a witness ; of what ? of the 
justification and sanctification of sinners, both founded on 
both effected by, the sacrifice of the dying JESUS. Trans-j 
notions which both the Prophet and the Apostle consider 
under the notion of the covenant, as is plain from the fol-r 
lowing quotation, For after that he had said before, this 
•' is the covenant which I will make with them in those 
“ da) s.” Hence it appears, that the author to the Hebrews 
sai\' something in the words of thePsaliftist, from which the 
doctrine of a covenant might be inferred. 

Another copy of this gran^ treaty is recorded Isai. xlix. 
from the first to the sixth verse. “ I have read them but 
** cannot find a word aliout it in all those verses ; they con- 
“ tain neither more nor less than a predicUoin of the salva- 
tion of the Gentiles,” They contain a prediction and 
somewhat more, they describe the way thereby this most 
desirable event shali be brought t*> pass. Tnis the LOKI) 
himself declares shall be by way of covenant ; " I will give 
thee lor a covenant to the people.” — This verse we may 
look Upon as a key to tiie preceding. It teaclics us to con- 
sider them as descriptive of tne august covenant ; of 
its great establishment, it.s parties, and its terms:— 
indeed the verses tiicmselves lead us to the same view, for 
what is a covenant ? A contract, wherein a condition is 
prescribetl *, a promise is made, and both arc ratified by a 
mutual agreement — I'he condition is prescribed in tfiose 
words ; “ I n<m art mv servant O Israel in whom I will 
“ be glorified.” Fhe promi»e is nude in those words. 


• Ifrsel is the name of the Church, often given to her in this Prophjry, CIIR aiUI 

hit Church, virtue of the uu ou weeu iherti, ti vc the taint* ft « A*, fftc 

times cailcct by hti name, ** The tOKJ>our ngtiteouineS/* heu h,;re called (ff Ut 
tumcKriicl* See Jer. x.xxi.i. 
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“ Th<»n hJiaU raiNC up Hie tribos of J .ctb ; rcsto^^e fhc prc- 
” stTvfd ot Israel, and be my salvation unto the ends ot the 
earth.” The agreement is speeifii-d or implied in 'ho e 
‘Tpor 's f* I liave snent mv strength for n-Mjghr, »et) sjr.-l/ 
mv judgement is with the tX)Rl), and my work with my 
GOD.” 

Tlw great vitringa. after having cxpoutided the w'hole 
clauae, concludes in this manner : “ .Xnteq la n ab his ver- 
'bis, sensu tgecundissimis, summam doctrinae evaugelira: 
*• eoipplfx 8» discedani, monere velim, eadein chtrissime 
' ** detormare totum nivsterium conventioihs pat is, int' r 
f* Deum pattern & Me.ssian filium ejus, in humane came 
appar*turum, ini'ai, perinde ac in loi i^ quae e\ aiiis ex- 
cerpo, xl. 7. vi. IS. Paii r ut D miinus, 

** 111 o ut Mc.s.siaj. oflert glori.nm h.nge amolissimam, niedi- 
*' aiionis 8c salvatibnis Jadaiorum 8c gentium, q.ia;: gl inn, 
•* omniu ti quse mente conolpi possum, est maxnna, sub 
** lege sive suo coridifione profundissinii obsequii servilti ; 
♦* oaque .stipulatio utrint^ie ratihabetur 

Jr ujKin a stricter review^ this prophecy be found to ex- 
press no suih t dug as a covenant, I am vtry willing to give 
up the proof. So much the rather as it makes no pan, of 
Asp isio's discourse, is only just mentioned in a n-ne -, anJ 
stands not ip the main ^dy, but only as a corps de re- 
serve. 

By the covenant of works, man was bound to obey in his 
O'vn perMin.-— Here you take Aspasio up very shoit, and 
Teplvi *‘ S() he is under fhc covenant of grace, though not in 
order tojusijficatioli.” 'I'his is the very thing lie means. 
Mor could you easily have mistaken his meaning if you had 
only done him so small a piece of justice as to read the 
whole paragraph, ot which, since you seem either wilUngly 
or through inadvertence to be ignorant, 1 will beg leave to 
(rf^Kicribe it j— •“ Between the covenant of works, and the 


i .Vitring. »n loc. Before 1 leave thi« paragraph which if fo rich in fenie, and containj 
fhe v«rv (uhliance oi evaiigelttral doflrinci 1 would oblerve that A moft clearly and exa£ily 
'^^ineatea the rnvBcnott& couiiiel et place, plaiired between CO«D the FATHER, and big 
Ns Tuc wiiole padei mto • lolaton ind sf ratified on cither fide. 
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** covepant ot (^racc, ti'is I «pwehend js the diflTereace. 
*• B' t'^e form-’r, man was^'indisprnsabtv bound to obey in 
tursM.i, i.v latier^ the obedience o^ hii 
«i St' is aer- M'ed Inroad of his own.— The righte- 
“ n'l . s r< c| lired b»' both, Is not sincere, but complete, 
•' !. t !.tir>(ii:i<ined to e abilities of fallen man, but to the 
•' i.iiri!\ ct t!ie law, and t.ie majesty of the LAWGIVER.*’ 
Y 1 f t e "hi-le a sumentturns upon a complete rightp- 
( I'M) s^, s ii'h as sat s!it‘s the law, and is an adequate gmun<|l 
f. 1 i:iMitii.atioii : I his, I imagine, fallen man is not obligctl 
i'\ r,,r K vt-nai.t of t;race to perform, if so, we shall be at ft 
J.,,'. to filiU any such t? ing as erace ; if so, we can have no 
1 <ijK‘ ot ootami.ig salvation with eternal glory. There will 
b. too mitvh r;.a'on for applying to all fnankind those awful 
w’ros ot the Brophet : “ In tlte day that thou niaystmake 
“ 'tiv pl.im to « 4 r(iw, ancjjf ill the morning thou mayst make 
ti’\ seed to fl >iiri-.h ; but the harvest shall be a heapt.in 
the day of sr;ei and desperate st^^w.” 

Ies>ed f>f (jOI) the ineianchol^ strain is super seded.r- 
'rhoiigb the terms iti tlie first covenant were a perfect obe- 
dient e, tliwugti t.,e terms'onre fixed con:inuc unalterable, 
\er m tiie new covt-nant there is a change and substitution 
as to the per onm r; wit^t any relaxation as to the p. r- 
formance. Instead of personal obetlience we are justified 
tiuough the obedience of our MEUI \ I'OR, we arc made 
the righteousness ot GOD in him : that is, wear? furnished 
wito a ple.t, as prevalent for our justification ftnil admission 
into the divine favour, as if wc had retained our innocence 
untainted ; and in every respect conformed og^lves to the 
righteousness which the law of GODrequinil Thus the 
salvation of sinners, neither clashes with the truth, nor iu'^ 
tertieres vvith the justice pt the supreme LEC^SLATQR.— 
On the contrary, it beermes a t.iithful and just procedure 
of the most high GOD, to justify him that beiieV'e^ion 
JESUS. 


— I 

* t C«r« V. $ 1 * 
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The obedience of our surety is aceepfed instead of our 
own. “ This is neither a saf©* nor a scriptural way of 
*• speaking.” — That ihe obedience of CHRIST is accepted 
for our justi6cation, is a doctrine' warranted by scripture, it 
may ti.eretore very justly be reckoned a scriptural way ot 
speaking. And if nis obedience is accepted for this pur- 
pose, our own, was it ever so considerable, could come in 
for no share of the work. Our own, though ever so gor;;e- 
'Ousiy arrayed, must stand aside, or be cast into shades, just 
.tS the st.:*rs hide their diminished, or rather extinguished 
beads, when the sun appears in his meridian splendour, be- 
cause the obedience of CHRIST is of infinite dignity and 
value. And infinite value is such, as not only transcends 
all other services, but renders them mere nothings in the 
comparison,* For this reason, the apostle counted all en- 
dowments, but loss for CHRIST, and the prophet repre- 
sents all nations as nothing before GOD. 

I would simply say^ we are accepted through the bd;- 
« loved.” — If you Ttghti^ Understood w-hat is meant, when 
the apostle speaks of being . accepted in the BELOVED, 
you would have no fault to find with Aspasio’s comment. 
St. Paul means we are accepted, not by any obedience 
performed in our own persons, but solely by the obedience 
of that infinitely excellent, and infinitely beloved ONE 
CHRIST JESUS, whose righteousness being imputed to 
us, and put upon us, causes us not only to be pardoned, 
but to be higbly esteemed, dearly beloved, and blessed with 
all spiritual blessings. 

Here I cannot but observe, that you have changed the 
apostle's expression. He says, Accepted in the beloved 
I am willing to believe this was an oversight, you had no 
ainister de»gp, ^ut still I think y^ should take more heed 
to your pen, and not alter the iiHlpIrcd word, lest you blem- 
the language or injure the sense. Perhaps you will ask, 
what difference is there between accepted through, and ac- 
cepted in, the beloved i I will illustrate the ditference by 
a similitude. A creditable house-keeper gives a good cha- 
racter to a servant that leaves'lliro, by virtue of which he is 
accepted, and admitted to some other valuable eraplov.-- 
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This chariK ter is his introd«^l#n, yet this makes n*> addition 
to his real value. Acceptanfie through the beloved, mif* 
iioport no more,tthan sucb an admissfon through surh a rc» 
ci'.nmt'nd.itinu. Wh> reas accepted in the beloved, implief 
not only a recomniendaiory passport from CliKlS i', but R 
real ir.ion with CHRIST, whrrehy we are iiKorporated 
intf ids sacred body, and partake us truly of his righteous^ 
iic^s, as the incmbers p..rtake of the life which aniin««tc« the 
lica h By thih our persons are really ennobled. This im» 
p.ifS the dignity to mir nature. AVe are not oni^ 

r-^. ommendi ' ;o, but rendered meet for, the fevour, the 
cn (ipl 'cene v, tlie beatific presence of GOD, being one with 
JESUS, and tiierclore loved even as JESUS hi.nself is lov- 
ea. 

Tiie second covenant was not made v/itfi Adam or any 
of his posterity, but witli Cl IK IS’!' in those words. “ For 

anv anthoritv you have from these' wor is, you mig'nt afl 
** well have said, it .vasnmde vvitii,the HOLY GHOSIV* 
Noi CHRISr, not the FK)LYs OeHOST, was the seed ot 
the woman. — ^'Hiis is an anaWRr^ puch in } our own strain. 
—But let us consider hirt.hcr. a*' 

You allow , I presume, thi^ the itrst covenant was made 
with Adam, anourpuolic tcedral head— 'I'hat ail his posterity 
were included in it, being to :.tund or tall together with 
h m : herein, i>ays the Ajwstje, “ Adam was a figure of 
“ him that was to come.” It so, the second covenant must 
be made wi ll Cl IRIS r, as our public fccdralhead. He 
and all bis se'H arc meiuded in u, and as it was impossible 
for him to miscarry, tncy must be joint partafcm or his be« 
nefits. Accordingly, he isstyhd toe MEDIATQHL of the 
new covenant, by wriosc most acceptable and. prevailing 
interposition, all its blessings are obtained : he isstyled the 
surety of the covenant, engaging to pay the whole debt for 
poor insolvent creatures ; tuc debt ol j»cnal sutfering, ■ and 
the debt of perfect obedience. — l Jx* tc^iaior of tiie cove- 
nant, whose are its riches, and whose are us privileges, -who 
has also of his unbuunue.i goodness bequeathed tnem at $o 
many inestimable Icj^acies to i.'iciig-tit men. Methinkt 
those arc ikUch charmii^ tiuths, such divinely comfortable 








lation of the j^nrs lt» ,tiH}ch light upon thw, and 

other of the andent twatilK !i%^ exf)efim«‘.)t< '>f nttr nt j* 
dern AnatoR:’i>»t« have Upon the iitructure artd oB' >>• 
noiry ot the humtn b idir.— this grand I'nglnal t^xt, read* 
vkith t)»e comment of the nbvr tegument, 9{>eaka all thafe 
J\pa\h has buitge^ted ; all that uur taiten itate could want* 
fgjjT nur very hVonb can wish. ^ , 

• \ on have mustered ut> several objections, fet ia 
room for more ; 1 will therefore for oace act as y*»dr AustH* 
rv and turn against Itfutth. “ He suppt«e$ tliiti <:(!tWnant 
to he made with CHRIST. Whereas the wflpture Ve* 
‘‘ jirescnts the tovenatit a!» made with various patti* 
ijl .ilv and oer.*)nalh% in various age>.”— True, it ts re* 

. 1 dwt fJOI) m>Kie a vovepant with Jbr<iha>rt with 

/' 'ae, with Jtunht and with Oai'id the tathcr Ot Sittomun: 
H it wvte the* in a vapacitvto enter hilO coveoint win 
th« tr Maker ; to stand t«r themsefves or be surety tor 
others ? 1 think n it — the passages meatt no trt ife, than the 
LORD’* raanitesiin», in an especial fliftitMjt r. the grind 
covenant t»» them ; ratitving ana ConlJidStOg tb‘<f u^'r o i»l 
r«tertst in it, and fariocr assarmg thep that CtlRiST, the 
great covinam head, should be of themsclvdSy^aud spring 
troin tlieir ^ced. 

1'his accounts for that temarkable and siogukir mode ')f 
expression, vv lirh often occurs in sc iprur \ f sad/ make t 
C) (uuHl xkilU Ihem s ^r, M/r « en r/to/t' //tetfi.— 
"Yet there lollow-. no mehtio i of anv c »ndit oM', ptdy a pri* 
inisP ot unconditional blessing'* » becau e the titirter hoe 
alreailv bvcn performed* aivd uotping leotatha bsP to Conur 
the tatter 1 so that the meaning <it tne dwi ef s|igAker is, t 
Will admit them 1 1 an tpieresi in this cuvepant, amd aiuisf 
them partakers ot its pn«ije 'e». 

J should no v conclude, bat Mr» IT i*till not suffer 
me to quit the subje.t. He tanner mvws, ** I'le worts 
** manitestlycoiiain.it noi a' covenant made with, npr«i- 
** mise made to .tfdaM inJ ail hs post* nt), ’*-—// nvt-^i\e 
begins to hesitate m ht» asserci m> ; to da tuate in tiis opl.d- 
«ii and i obttNl hope, to sec ms mutaise.— " luc vt^rvls 
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« contain a pf« ml5c"~-«Ac»^ Wv»y<>U’<icvcr read, tl-at tbe 
covenant pt GOD, or the iftttfwaK and fatifjcati >n!. 
dftlie covenant of pr’icv, are'irf^ied ^aor^Hmfs of proitu^e? 
Ifl’Iiich c<n Mst of (>ure promises, ‘iBiS dispcuhe tree nifts i 
Observe the tenour of tJjc new eruven mt, is it sttan-K cn- 
giosw^d by the pen ot inspiration. J'his it the coienunt, 
fwll make to th the house of hratl after thosf dai/s, 
soifh fke %OI{J), / Witt pat has into (heir mind, and oiA 
hoaris tall / write them : and t wilt be to them a GOD, 
afid fhf^ ^kad he fo'^me a ppopie. And thty tnall nvf teaJt 
\etery moifhis w^khout, ana eremf mm hh hrnthn, unpm^ 
know the Lord — foraU shall know me, from the h nt of 
them, even uh a the p'eafeit oj thtm-^For, J:a themxi/ul 
tinlo thtit' ntitishfiousnefw, and iheir sin<- and (hen nvqnx 
ties totll / retjh mherno tnore.'^Where a’-\. y ur comlniors 
i I thiv draught i Where are any terms tequired ot imp Jteiit 
man ? I> it pot alt pr^iwise fioth the beginning to t te end ? 
'1 hat repenumcc, aixt thW faith, tor whosv conditionality you 
plead, are thv^ fldt fehtH WBilprchcnded In this heavenl/ 
^^eed ? And cPni^becidiHi under tne term of blessitigs 
vouehsated, flot pt tEstc^ erijolned.-— Does toe conlravt r^i 
in this manner i I ie(|uire and comimnd. Or in t ns strain? 
1 grant ahd bestow. ^ The LOHD say >, / loiU pat mt/ latoi ; 
J mil in ate idem. The vsoth sihail iiut be laid on jny crea- 
tureSy hut dphe by myself. Theif shall he iny jKopte, amt I 
Will nmtmhftf their Ans mtnjte * ^Vhat ? Provided they 
I'crfotni such and such duties I nosuch wlau.e, — Ail 

is absoiutelj tiee ; dependent on no perfunnance ot our^ ; 
buf_fl« wing tfoin sovereign, su^reme^ srlbinUueiiced good-* 
ncss. 

* Just sutjfh Is th t dclu'httul dpt laratton, / uid make an 
ortriasffi^ menont znHi thein, t&ht f wtU not turn away 
fti m tidtet to difstoed ; init / uv/f /w? m^jetfr m their htarl, 
that (tup snail not deoart /mm uh. — Whai you tall conditi- 
. pns mu.>t b( coinpti ed in tnv icar. -^Auothir ot your coti> 
dtfions, 1 j resume, is, perscvei.inte ujitto the end. 'I’his, ui 
the covtTinut ot grate, >s not enjoined, but secured, ’ilma 
the'PiACi ai.t becomes not tianstci.t, butev erlasting. There 
spems to be as grcut a dtlfetcncc, betw'tvU suspendihg the 
' beiietiispn nu.uau ciid^avours, ^4 ^ut.4.iisg diem on di« 
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Ksv. SiK^ 

I WISH you wottiki it'Koe 9tieim«t» 

thatcmphatkcal ojeoKwtoo^tHlK!^* MwMe 

gfOce If/ OVB irt i(«PM«i|lhmt wt ^ 

have a kiHtiwteigt tx! <IW 

fr ,m aoirapt i«utttr^» iJwpofcjuwd 

V Mb M»i«r, W b<«r»x <t Ww b^ne- 

er fo atucar Uke usilt.— Wiul»giM*« vf SM^ 

San»evn.4t tUtiw? «»* 

return tfi»w c^ tivtty, wbii*jW Iwdrtas^ iwr 

the Hcathewsh <.>4b^t , liu* *»ixHMiie<» tiMMiMeivea batf in 
^ kueeui tri bait t»4he speech «| #Ww. 

. ‘ iitt iruii, j«a>> p«rwr» thi|4iiMKjitJ»iw. 
« It i» iiot,i»ur/'«a)a »» JW ^ot. 

iu>d tretty bvbi tut Uk»> A 

mm u«M in ire«i4ill#«i| fc<ii4 *» «‘W*i ‘t* condUi* 

m. &it at•*CHftlS^ftr«ngth«^- 

" im ui* * Ik otia ^ b#beni!» ul the AJUHxeuaui^ 
heimc4 tii iiicwe »Wi*» / wtU /w/ J»jf %*> 

cot^irt a«, re>eft#^)fc 
» beb«k«,r*i^J«i««f%lW»air»a<ly ilwAtv that tlfy ilA «► 
1^ HHS irilOSr, ijm as co^itioua, B^ 

be i*ut«|1g%Ai»uu*i> tv»|ai«<l» lw‘as (Mft|s 





fST '^.tTTFiRR TfJ TffK 

“bestowed j not condiJJont on ' ^^end« the acco n- 

plikhtnem qF tbe tr pnti is 

etfcctd, of the covenant; m*Kir»wd j^ood tosinncrt 

who are whnlb wi^hmit «fet' i\h* ‘ 

Tis equally true, says •'* ” ^'*1 ‘n“‘ ^ 'nv 

bands. ** ’Tis eq.iallv true, says Mr. that is ah'.)* 

lutelv false.*' — 1 hW is ■» iruiit. — It be- 

hoVes tt# to provide & »tne arinour A pr i »i . r oar det^'O. c ; 
l^aKt this the scnpru^• t ii-dwtes ab jnd i.>r. , It larnlshcs u> 
with motfC than roftve if hfs frtpW I n '•criptorc sets 
forth just^Cittwii, saivuti >.t, an I aU t>Jei.s<-dn*Ss> as things 
perfectly ftee ; detached tr > n ail vvor>> , tiepe.ident on no 
cocidUions, but toe gilts ut a>vcreiga ga idne^s, and inHuite* 
ly rich grace. 

" 'IlKHtgh yoin ’^ir, treat Afjhxm in so unccremoniohs a 
:nsanner, vsi 1 oe more coinplaisant yOu shall receive 
such entertdin.nent tftwn us, a^ the king of Babylon’s Am- 
bassadors received from ^{etcki*tk. Vt e will on this ocia- 
«on, shew y«u ike i|Mite &f dwfr precwitt thhifift (lie silver 
ani the ^olki ike sftietiefnd precious oinUnent^ and if noti 
«0, vet some of the hm$e of Oftr armour 

We am-saijSiHl, tliat is, we Jiave-alltne benefits of the new 
covenant By grace .-— grace ve a;v suvei.^It h of 
grace and no Piore ^ xearkSi^Wko kith saved us, not accord- 
fi(g ta our metks, bnt according h his purpose ani grace f. • 
iliw/^lking justified freely.— fne things tiiat are free- 
ly given to us of GOD.— Whosoever .will, let him take the 
water of fife freely J. ' 

Bynyeyof girt— If thou knewest the gift of GOO-^bil 
gift ^(dOD is efernii life.— i'ae*fcee git came uptm ^ii 
men, to justificatjlm ot life 

> . 

t Rj*. »i. $• Ucm. , 9. 

I EoiiL t Cor.r. t*. lUft* xicn 


K IV* itl fttiin, VI, ftffj, V- 
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1 j, *4 kd fi. ^ 

If ’ll '.out the US* <}0D V uhout t))f 

1 1 'v — I n It rt c hv t If* w .rki ot tihtf 

].t'\ - I‘ the in I Vji^fipC^ of t!w la" 

,V/i/ /»/ voi/t\~ \' W!irfet,%ii<H o‘ "» a I'lit <’al»<rtli us. 

ISj hv wur'ivs >t «ii»Utv<WiP>\ WiJch^wtf Iwi’e dune, but 
.iic( rniiif; t.i Ijt mmv he s.i'fd ui— N ot having fiiineaWB 
II ,;’it« oiiMlv '■s wliiL*i !•> <>l t>ie few t- 

lit I ofi/eou'‘Hf>iy tt«>t fVN^rttiedi i>ut miatt^d — Faitly (ttt 
CllRlSv, as Oar an) !■> mj,.aied t »r r^nte ju*»H<a*.“^t»00 
im]<aicU) ngliiCf'U'nev, vmh *iit woik —To wh<lW» it (that 
»>. tilt* m^nt ot R dv Uj a ut i»i*>g S \ViOUR) shiU be Wft* 

.\o/ Miurioui^ but *»u remhsion of ri»s— Bk*' 

{«.ijMKilit) uhnsc imqmlK*'. ati. ^Hi’iven, an 1 whnsit sint 
are t i.eietl.— C/01) \v.*!» in CiiKHT, fecontiUng tliRr 
vsorl 1 unto hi'nicit, not isuputing -thcsw tre»(>asse»uiiNi thetn* 
'1 > give kiiuvvlcJgv ot nalvaiioo bjf the teiiitoSiou oi thcit 

Siiiis ^ 

Sot iUili (»/ bimull, hvf 4fld hy )6Ji«U reign 14 

li e. ov niK Cliivfsr oWfedcc one* 

Si ill man) be in«dc tigiitLvm* — .Hv one ti^VAOig, iiio hatii 
jKrtcCied or t nr til isu mat aV WJictnied J. 

Jhlit'lb ul.uit , — Being bytatth. — A matt Isjustfe 

lied b) lailn, vviili *ut the ikcfxfe ot the fetv — *rhrt>ttgh feioft 
%b (hat believe arc jasiiticd iro u all things^. 

Nut on )uiu lit taUU, as a (u) httou performed ; but 
on count of CilRfSt, the uear) or i ettimabic price; 
vrhich hiith rc(ei\va. apphe^, au 1 Use* — who has bv himselt' 
jpurgcU ao.ujf our sun, bt/ iumei} ftiuilud OUr IraHS^rMions^ 

*7 

'v 0.1 II* tS* 111 is. 

t Rott. tk ti. Tit II .. Pill . ui 5 

‘m 

) rOl xxmi. ti A.Cut. V *a Tf. ‘ 

IRaui V. <7, it, ij lii.1. a. It* 

* 

f 4 fe aS« a 4 s xu<, ^ 
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Ifl • 

made fccmciHa'hnti^ -lif^ brought in an 

eveftfl^tin^ rt^bfeamnf^t fft' •'f- * « ? ’ 

I’liis U tlic dactrintf or 9tlp»|^)l*»ife. 3ecmse it is of t’le 
greattst tnnp'^rtance, ytm %^at it is state I, 

«n(J with what c^W'iwwrt^ fli»j>}«v^A* with vnt zmI it is 
aw^ with what vijjjisftco ^uttrdisHI. — II t v solieito'i'vljr 
tite tecti«J writers ttse ^^v«NtV fort* of s}K*ech that may en.* 
rtlade alt hp n in works ; raa^t a 4 le alt co i tirm > a > i 
pre requli^tes, m «r<iv!t u> sa^rers*4c a4 gl •ryi'j^,a'ida'Cn >e 
the whole of our justificinon t» tne 6ce gticc o iiOJ, 
And thestfle nsnits of C IRIS T. 

•-Atter all these lestim une# of scripture, shall wc itiil 
maiptiin, that the r ivenant of grice ton-.i-.ts ol con litioia } 
deftenda upon conditions ; is suih a<» we sanrtjt cxiccl t> 
have m-ile go id till certiBii conditiom are, by us, d ilv a td 
truly fultiHeu > UagoA may tai well stand i i the piesenwC *f 
the ark, as such a dolian la the taee ot tnese evangelical 

tC^KtS. t 

All, all is firee >t<»*da ahjiMseii though it was not free to 
CHRKf our S VVlOlTfe^ffs paid the price. I le per* 
formed the condldonv. If you wool 1 know w.iat price was 
paid i wW conditions weiis performe 1, and an what terms 
we inherit the Wewng ; you, may receive information 
•iffema Mr. Aii4ii‘'/ra2ey, who sav« m his co n nent ; “ AIMi 
*h the blesangs of the new covenant are secured to us. 

** by the one offering of CHRHr/^ Accmrdiog to this 
commentator, they are not only peoenredfor us, but mttnd 
to us. How could either of these be truc-**Much more, 
hpw could the latter be fact-^it the blessings 
ed on anjj perform nice or eay actjtajwk^oij ofoursT Itl ftm 
not to enjoy them untill I dWehargo that duty, they 
are not procured tor me i if 1 am ebi idf diiii}q^ them unless 
I become passessed ot this of thtd ^aftltty, they are not se* 
to me i. not secured to'lntf, as the CAate ii^ito an iwir, 
M he is a |wu» ktoa^cer, 

exenhighis speed mi atye&|tb^ mt anivet 

vt ^ 


ft l(cS.i.|i Slaa,ai*ai. 



s6rst-«t«wi 




tf^rib ^ 

.7%> tl 

of guUt, and . „, 

:tv ranny 4®*' 

Jn."tin$x4bmal' 










ftO W0Cf^^'0f 

hcjfie^or a,il»iop.<rf 
.place of- 
.pcaiice^ are 

drink 'infvjn^s’pl^wwi^^':' 
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Sj vi yii a i gt i Biy 'j " ' V ' ' "' - 

C9UV the Ja«r tohe fwtls#' m lliuisa of 

talents are its dur^db^ H pt <^rrant dr* 

fc*ienty» when the muit ex- 

alted jjierfecticiti are %)bft It 4e«pijNia|p*r« 

Do jnu mean hv ^ 

law, its cHsreipard*. m> duties, twd j^iijdsleiiits pret et>t!» ? T en 
the apooile /*««/ shall Tm $f90e ot GOD, 

** hrmActh sal\au»mjfc,haJh<tpptarcd unto all mtn ; teaching 
** US, that dtnying ungodl«NtPt|iidi«wWly lu-^ts weshmdd 

** jive sic4urH,nghceuuS}y,artdgvdly.'*'-**7W$merj^ 
is n finite^, lice tavo«r, ol w%il misp l.av^ 4 sfvet i^n m 
tie preceding ttxts, wliUb scorns to be shackled with cop- 
dijions, i.f tnranlv dependent on human emleavoutv—thi. 
grace, requiring nothing of the creature, but brmgui" $nh'a» 
/;eir, s)>inural Slid ererttal sahoimn, 6ntrJlitd by the uu-ar 
nate CHEA'lOK, and fixe tor the chicjcst of sinners- — 
'JThis^race being revealed in the gospel, being discerned be 
faith, and tl us b io:^, and with pun er, to all 

jtwen-^ntntfp^Ov^jt, «g'f* «vefy character} 

making IM) dmet^piieb and hts master, 

betwet r> tbe^ ruddy stripjtog and the hoary sire; betwetn 
the vUtP prostituto and ^ vcvtul, but opening its in- 
exi^austshljf tf}^ai►ufie^, to be r^^eived % one as well as the 
olhcr'- -Diis grace does wharf ** Caused antinomiantsm *’ 
or piactical uPfS^dlmess to come in with a full tide ?*' 
Ouitc the jrtpvetv! — It expresses it ItJwO an immoveable bar- 
Tier, If fr«p/»e» «v fotAvyi, to.reiilDoftoe uftgodhoew, att 
not only exteipal gross abomrtfttttons, but n/tf 
It) also, eveiy vicious inchna^(yo« and every 4rre;gular 
ihsite. bVstW, d uaches us to ItYUJoberfyt wuhtagaadto 
ourstbos, fkitcoiol./ towaidsi our tHUglibourv, a»d to 
our gre«itliHfc,A'TOR. ' * ' * 

'IV dr%<ual isfnd is parkkit}ati^.V«||^|iy and significant, 
it hr not by way by way 

of aairhoiny i but by wi^Ji igf j^uetjoo, potntedt 

t^ot tW efiot^ual nttiUaHi obt^ngpj^pr«ewts,«Ki con- 
Sm^$ to fdio* ^ slave to 

" tnu&e a prafie^iif ,^1 writing. A kind tutor 
for^l^ to i4 $hews him k, and reodefi^ what 


both Ck^' 

the w.l'l, both pltrithtW** 

}<!r’'-am ? it anti ability t0^ 


,nA>s .Utuwo. “ Has he' Jrili *beP^t?d fojt yo^ ?** 

Savs Mr. I/Vr^j sbwi^t ttTWS'heW^ in |htt ^k* 

Ingttb.-— ^ Njti wn^jjjw^d* iHJt 

« etfaded. f|b pcribiWe'di Jt^'that (woi* cnrtdhylilr^ {n thie 
♦‘ covenant of works, » nothing tolhn J>arj,K»s^, ^ wfr are 
“ not talking of that, but of titr covenant nf'gracc.** Give 
me leave to te'l ) on. that you are greativ mhitaken hcfe, 
w'^’a'-e tfiiking,' at iftisr we »>ught to be talking of ijie tsovn* 
n.intof wurkt, wlseit we talk of 'the csoVenant, whlc^ 
Cr } RIS1’ < ame under. It wnatttJsbvonant of work# k bit^, 
which, bv hj8 vaecotion Ot IlM b<‘c‘a^irii8r**W)^ grace> 
for us. He Iwcatne eo't Aeastblft^li^ wgntJgbU ^le debt Was 
e&acteci without the GOD 

sfHircd not bk*mn son tAntl (btf 4<^ arts 

upt 8i« b riw? effects* ul « tf vwMWtt # Worfea I ** .\i >■ 


CHRIST is c-tlled Uie snr^ of a betkr K, 

a surety provided and admitted by a better covena*’it t 
this peculiarity, mfktiteiy inotitentous and coienhxtatt^ ' t^^ 
new covenant is belter, bet ausc ft brings tn a cuhstirote, to 
diNcharge what was contracted under ibc okj^ which neit .er 
lirovidcd* MW vilIpwiedY nor knttw nny sueb'^ihitig.— It )$ 
written, CHRIS r tecs mideumkr Wc' /jjf'o# ibi^CeTyre^nyt 
under Ocovct«anlefgnwsb. It you can ibevl^'^c, in tnc 
eonstnictUyA of Ibb any Wot of faith in ^fhe of 
anefhtr, oVany luetitton of repeivtance uoto life,' I nili re- 
tract my »p«aidn,|^ttOHRiS'r pfriojmed whaiWer w^s 
condinonary ^ I will 4b bonof lo tha.c f e.'tpfcSsXiS, 
and submit to riu «e eogicAt arguipeot^, **' ‘‘fis n»n trtte— 
*‘ ’lu of^bing to tlMjh|ftwpoi^-«Hbd^ faV/’ * 

" more need ot part^'^iNffelR^ lihftvetf. 

** segoence t* gnod^ yaw iMe stalled t*n <diijccti*»o Vh^ 
** TOU taiiaw; aftswcr.’*«-»It b aimvcrcd iuJite diaWurvs-- 



IffpIPWrf 



JSSS. 






XJtmi r* Ttris 



dt's'v enouifh to WuhA »» an atleinkrt, aoon t’lc 

pub'ic, bUch an apparaat mt4»represdintttt#)» our venerable 
CotWr. ^ ’ ' * , * ' 

” The same sfreat *rtftH is nt^nifetitly taoghtln the \s:a' <t 
** artt le ” — '^V.iat i TrudHRIsiTt bv hia^leath al me, ir 
b* she 1 !.i(^ 'us 1>1 ,m) 1 alme withfHit foifiOnig the la s oer- 
foc I , atI^^te•i for the .in« of the world J Hien t'lo .i- Li>-s 
an 1 th.’ U 'inilies mottHUlv contradict one another — U| <n 
ih ' yon a.< ; !■. it therefore lair, is tt honest, for an^ ouc 

* to olcAvi the arftcles of our church 4ft detence ol ab'ohiie. 

prjdvsnnaunn Indeed, Sir, I kitovr not what Vou inv an 
by this iftte rogatorv, or at wfrnl you a? m. Ottni Asuisio 
plead toe art.il s for any such p'lrpoMf ? X rt thtt he !»fvM»li 
beatraid, in case there was an evident occasioM, to advam e 
aueh « filea. and pcrhajjs might put Mr to gre.trtr 

dilHt ulty tlwo he is aware oh in order to elude the force of 
it. — But he does not in this place come within view of the 
point ; nor so much as remotely itint at it. No, nor in any 
pan of the three volumes, does he once touch upon n'mhite 
prekettinalion, l^cb less does he plead tiie articles of our 
church in Its defrnce. So that ysur inferential word 
*• thercfiire," is a conclusion Without premises. 

Absolute predestination is a phrasi' not to he found in all 
the dialogues, or in any of the letters, but it is a phra<ie 
which Mr. Wesley thinks to be alirming and disgusting, 
on which Mar* 'Wesley has lear ed to s y many horrible and 
blocking things ; theieforc be if right and wrong, Iw it 
true or lalsc. Asp tsio shall be charged with the obnoxious 
expression.—When he mentions predestination, it is io the 
very words of scripture ; without dwel i»g Upon the Sub* 
ject ; without resUn^ his cause upon it; wh boat attempt* 
i ng either to cxpidin, or to establish it 'jHiis he teavis. and 

♦ ycr will leave, to tieaier heads and abter pens — Av to 
your absolute," this is not what Aspasio speaks, but what 
Mr, W’esley woaid make him speak, a word, whu..ti in thi$ 


Ite ilMtoU f'u.r rcdrm|»t ttn Vtt Mfy li to rvcftrt!* {Yie ; 

Sa 1* AiSrm Iw hd» U 0 «uthoniy m Chuten ior iucb aa opmioi«a mihf 



•.> * 


<. ttr, 

w'rfu I to ■ ■ -rs -. ' a g 

1* M ^ 

cotAHtuion tts> dr 'am' i.t usin», 

f(.f w h th l%t tours — Mav I not 

then ret(-rt Afttl »s 't fa^r, i$ it ho» 

n^'-r, to }«»> itttt| rtfoyth words whkli he never 

U'fd, aivi tliont i‘ 3 t|dw<A, gj^sinst t 1 >«»m ? 

What tolhmr ttr |^f»g«tih ih pro'i’iiins indeed* 

“ M cuiij Hie xsiith artMe defines the temi ” tnAr t-i, 
the cfi jrcb d<«e« not believt^ the d'mlrtne, 'n.ir n*aunv any 
sut t> hciief troro her mttnibvts ? Why then does sh"* select 
j Nit me of the articles ? Why protiounte it »)»rer«'bl‘* to 
ItOD’s woftf ? Why foiiiid divputjtion si»ainsi.it? Pity* 
li'it v%e had Ken a^anaintcd with this fine dK'i’ictnm when 
wc v\iu* Muiici.ts at Ox or'i*~We then dei ! uni our appro* 
hati'/ii oi the a< a iyoiicat statute's; we engage I to observe 
them all and ^ tmfmni d our eof^a^ienteut with an oath.—* 
Bui h<'\v ) asi!v ought wehave Viuded t- e obligation, if, 
wbeniaUc u -on lor s onformitv and flbi dieoce, tliuwovo 
had tome into our beads 4 •* The vntivetsitv coei 001 in 
** these statutLs, set iortinsuf Uuty, bat btirek defines the 
terms*, siu does iioi insi-sit' ujion a,i 3 onfttfnMtv, but odv 
“ ili'urisbei a 1 1 le upon terms, and leaves ustuoDcy or dis- 
“ obey, as wc s tab teel oul’selve^ iothned.” 

“ Baiely <b fines tlieter.i, without titttcr !'fH''niin{j or 
*' dtnxing the ilintg;,*’— Unw ! P-ies slic u"t •tfinn tie 
thing? when site sijies it < au excellent b«.nefii of GOD ? 
Declares it to U* fud of sweet, pleasai r, and unspeakable 
comfort to tint g<nlb ? "that it greatly ^;^l.^u^^islws and <on- 
fifOis tlieir faith td s'letnal salvation, ;ind icrveatlv kindics 
tbctr love towiirvts GOD ? “ Not affirm flw ihmg 1 *’ —When 
shCiCX^ssly uscttucs such fiuits an t conse<|| t^nts to it 1 
'ibk knot only affirmtjtg. but affimiri ; witli tuebi^'iest an* 
probatiiptn, like pnicunmn^ the King, ami pUemg the crow a 
upon bis head. ., ■< 

In one mit of yoar^reservajlvi', you enumerate, a d vety 
properly display wkat you tali** tlw five bet. ihts ot tup- 
*• tistn.*’ Sufj Hise a (Huak^* upon rca.iing tiii’* piSMgc 
should say, “ Intend Watt^y^^ltou barely denmrst.P f tw«i. 
“ thou neither affinnest i«^ deniesi the thing — '1 t% 00 
proof that tUou toy sell o«sU>erc>t; a utilc ot waiet oa^tutu, 



** or wp’ildf&t haxt #i|[ 1894^ , ^ tMLtHr of j^nf 

** swU orciTtattqii* 1)6 

yrould argue )u$t titu; I he wcm}14 

not be so h')lcHv <Juijcig(6mipwS| fte Wptm fi^er criAIrsi,; 
*• Friend Mn doth mbdnijr ||)|i|t|^f^ believe tbew 
things; but hia opiniao b hi> arguinen^i 
•* are ioct)nt.lu>ire. ** The KXjci^Tttjt^lfiitalb overthn* s# 
« pfetfcatination* and row?* U teom tha fiwjMJatKyo.’* If s(t, 
ft makes oive Arti«4ei<»titr»4iot wnsi^wttWlv* wea- 
kens the authorttv. and yitderinkes the ot tb n 

all. Ib this arnule arc two pointy Klftore }<a»'4ct4}»riT 
for out eftq liry. I’lw an ; the m^tder nf 

fifi ««wd— “I cannot but .querj, whutljer you believe t c 
funner, or rightly undeTst4nd iiite Uher I* 

The ^reat saliahont e^tpre-HfcJi in the following woMs ; 
♦* The tilFuring ot CHRi{$ Tjo )Ce tvutde, is. that perfect re* 
** demption, propidarion, ami sa isUetton for all tlv' sin^ of 
w ^ok woild, bpth orlg^ipal and at-tual/' If I take 
these words as | am the iitcral and gtam n ut* 

caUenic, I most bsfieve, tH^ iptiRIS I* engaged to satnff 
oiTended jiisticci t»r cve^ sin .sriueh I have committed, or 
.shall commit, tbroughdsit whble Idc. hi/ pai,t sins at 
tiiat tim<i» kad no mire ettigs^cg, than tny luture vms have 
at this hour, but both were m}«4ly laid upon my LORD. 

Having iwdertaken this grcates|t nf all iitorks, I mtist be- 
lieve thati hg hiliy necomph^d H s and actually Bati8£ie4 
iqt all my trtmsgressions, every date. 

possibility 4 or m^^Akant,ffr*f benn^t^deemedMcan never 
reckoned a jwrfeet wdemption i nmther wmdd our 
Ou II lm>e naid down a puturive.,pncti for a pyecpriomi bon. 
ditiutul good, much Icos tt ^dbe l^ve paid ap MMhsast, 
an infbite price, upon a bare uneaiMdiRyh whete<h:sbpiiJU 
take any emet^nr ever obtidn its dSnIf^ end^I "believe 
tl^rcfore, tbax 4)6 satisfantiop it made me, that QQD 
W mteived the gli'jidffiewniratoneimspd in behalf of jaU my 
pmrpcatkms, and that thtmt tl m mbtidgrpupd ul coodemr 
skatpu) tef me a vik sitmer, b mm fat the pf9» 

secttthm of an insoivenLall sytMpe debts m debxgredUgraai 
to the Vfiiy last mile. *■ 


1 l»p tfttwJfr hi^t^n w^H'^s-Jtlrtf 

mf nf the aij^ Ww* t Jw® I^nfl#<<»Htiif he Vid 
If of a«^ I Wvwlf e<k» wUj heer 

vnm iT>e, i)vt)S|^ f «4f > iteflcermog the occa* 

sim aiM th«» ifitMyi?* eff so^h larusu^ge, . 

h» »nA fHihfp(^>d ttifes* tt'e tX)’llJ 

Jlill )V \I1 tvirffli wth^faMne tOfwfi*vie pwrttcuiar 
— Mrhen he ^fMfrtted hU into a <fom»nf>iv''*!'‘!»hh, 

he ih >se the n tn hiniie}*; and se.ttmtcd them fintiniAlf^Jirtitr 
nations. Ttt (hem he ^sve his les* his ordhiimetsi nnti 
hts cio^enanK vm he honmed and nidal^ed the''#’'SifHH h}*! 
div Ine preymc^* ; ir. t'hi'i the A#%fr/iVei "i >ri/ ( ; they «ppto« 
priattd this privilege (o tltem^ K«?s, (tnU hcW other pe^te 
at l^iante, i i >kin(i( up in tVm 9 S stipiujcrs end vv>dmue 
CJO*l> in the «<«*!<( ; hentrtt that ch<i»ei[t sparer oot t j 
sai, ‘we are tjiine ; thou ne^w* h«resi fair over thetn; 
“ they tvere n 4 c died hy ihv ns'ne,"*—^*' th<* cnmiitence * 
ment «t the MBSdt \ i’s k»i)||d »m* the i» ^RO pur^jofeed 
to change the ‘le e, and vai*) the by admits 

ting both /nt'f and (itnftfei m tm Jhtieiesl Hi dHi great sat* 
ration; as t cy wtre eqnaftf' changeable ew^ and 
equally 1 able to tl < curse, they ^oUl t near Hand D^.i a 
level ; be equally siturerb in that divine 9 WfOtJfl, wao 
'fulitnitb t(f be ma ie sin* and 1 1 be made a cuts* lor b'Kh 
alike. Tins t e HOLY CiflOBreamessh and 
pnmijfcd, he (rh t is, the KBDEEMER «vltk"> h tw tohie) 
shidl J^k /teutY unf 0 Me Ueutheit} ht^ damm» hh/tit (>c 
fnm srw* ««« /a#ea ttnd/i'intt tm tutr tien |ji the end of 
jtke ««rM ^ 

Kaiwithstattdh»g ‘inch jtropbecies and si&llj bhomises, out' 
XORD hioiseif^ vyheii he entered tip«m hi- imdwbtr), act. i 
a dibcnminatirig par*,^ and k« pr uh the /wo tU:t«n tsuiU s m 

g unmaiKe d that deciarAtion. { um mt seiiy ikut mto t e 
ti ikarp house 4^ l^raeL \lt}4enbb‘'sehr forth his 

il]bcip)iai ttHprcriCh and ta tmh, he^iaee them also aiaum- 
mand (o shew the same {vartiah regam , go tte eat ^0 fta 

i4 dor LORiJr,lia#it«pt 

« k* 

%% 
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. drr the ( W fr#attieht hoH f'V new, the Jews w ' 

ihetr ««lf ihitierirr^ Rotioo, that th«? -wern J»4 
he, a fa\ our. te nationi. ah4 a The f/wm 

fti, the otbei ba»d, were »o dmxnlf^i ?£ 

. that e. they wt-.c, r. they ever ^ihouW hr. 
cmmnxmUh M. i« ^erto 

Jeus of thvir tnt^takc. itt clwroins.^^*^*t^»*‘8 ^ ^ 

; to thetnwflve®, and ta*ondet to aswft the ^ f ^^'•f*** 

■ Ce^ilp^ that they should tellt»ie4eki 0 the s^tehod^ i 
mr tOlUX »t> Iti’ l8»t t-hatS*? biiapostle!t» *itew the atirc 

othfsc(.mm)suou,unlchi-rReUhei}^freot their srva. l 

: depttu f«ts. It u nots no longer, go twt ,nh the u,iv d 
ik CiHtilet, hut <{ uw the reverse, teinth a.l imt m, uU 
the xio lit, u*a, an I iietv neafutT, wksoeier bc.ieivlh,v>>n.‘ 

' t\tuJtiuu\Onrt>i\iknUk^xiceil, ^ ,.i i 

Still the /ettfv w.ie hanh/ inductd to gue the right h?nd 
uftellowshtiitottHir Ivretlifen t e ^Jt*"^** 

Cl ICS, ss t'h Wtue iiHligftAtr . 0 , uOt so WHD, SnU t w 6r ^ 
lik, haully persutwlrtl that they sluml i be ;^t\akcrs d 1« 
gtacf. rea^md agaiost il»t imeWcs ; the LOHD lui < w r - 
hj ttputuUd v.ejnm his fropk^ haneiore the l.t KO, v o 
.' intercept all the de',H.»riiHg objections o. me k ei, and t 
b imr down the high disdainful tmaguwtions ol the /i-r-K , 
deeiJrcs in a varat. ut pUtw, tint tttc uideieiKc nu long r 
auliwatft, that CHUiSf has thre-vu down the uartit.on wii.l, 

. and Itftd all phwu ami uamoyn, aj»d free - Ihough R»^' 
mg of tl«‘ law poitamod to hiut oiilx/, iht lOjW JEWi 
cave himsell a ransom tt r ii 1 1‘ 1 toHE.. 1 iwugh l e }W 
I ,\ lamb ixamUd n. u-tiu. ,ur cnly la the wrcun«iwiOn. - 
the LAMlioi fjOD u f'loiiJiutm iw the smyf the ^ 
u ki. a . /*W. oven ih u,;h u be not ctm,tbe»ed. And tiow 
(,{)Dwo«4Juv<. all msn, whether bond or tree, /m* or 
Uuides. Ovids or bi?,wwd. hy<vmmg unto^ 

tt c k*K<\viv<})i? ol the umlu ^ 

'1 his account atve> us the tuie Ofnmt and courts out the 
tntciukd «!<* ot mb umvxaM pht^i^r fluy are calcu- 
Tawtl to Vtute the firyle ot mJem, *o eimmge the «es. 
Dtsed Geti ftet, and by ettuludthg they give encourage- 
. , t t..r «k to curtie. batause. though i»*r} iadtv»du*i pet- 



•on vvill not ^ fk vSkiMiditfi ^Wftk ikall ht w 
bftasi By the w rtetthif^'ii*** 

con««ient wllhi nejtb^r 4oes pur churth ctriA^ 

diet himsdih 

Upon thP whole% j«»s'w!tt pteiw tp ofejerv<», that I shnoJd 
never have toophdd «|^ this Wibledt* had not your ohjciJ* 
tioiis far fetched atwi tltrced as they are, ^ivep^ *w a hind 
of chsllen§,e. And non, I have toocltrd upon die sal^ect, 
it not M a <f3ha«Bi>ion for the caove, but only to d»e 
weakness end the Inenmi^iteiMfy ot v >ut ar)^iinf » how 
)ou avail yonrsclr even on a ^vnnt, w »vre you tlnniv op|)otU 
tion vain, and your arm invdstible. * 

“ iJchevrps, wlioafenotonc«tt«trfi»«<'r»s«orsiu themSelvct, 
“ have a «intv<>s nbrclience in CIHiH'sr,’\th!s pa.sawi* you 
iclctt as taulty* I iwestime, becat^eh i" npprjsire t<» yndf 
iasoiirite tenet, “ In persnn&jl hohnosO'— B/ 

Urwau I mean a> kif } m^hte4t 

It yoii are n<)t s i, h a tra why ?l > y Ht.dwiy cen'^esv 
\<'urselt *♦ a iniscraHle •s.mn#}'^ Wnv do r<w aiidith«iwle4ge, 
tint you are “ tied and bnutfd t'fbh the chain df your sins,*' 
4ind de' iare hef >r« 'id f»^n, thsd there isi ntr health lu 
** you?” All tlu!» Mr. lf'e*/(i;yT8tpea'bs wifhHtS Kps, and I 
svould hojv? b' I h ve< m hi» Vet a't this dofa n>t 

amount ‘Mia mhn(m Iranv^esw.” I’mv thep, go^S^fti 
iniorm us vvlwt 4ort oi traoigreas >r U described hf ati thdifr 

expttpsiotis. 

V(>u ciy out,*** Oshn^ apngr* the PsaJ-fnsl-ttfiSttdd have 
ynw % enxhmtumi U thik h i^lh? ciK, lef «r 
n^«sr mfh trff^ing-^e) we twjliorinuf Wte»>^st,<>r» m 
oursifives ? Toe td this U the m Hti t 

b) humikty**- Wte olK'^iieiu e I H IS i ? 

IV belief Wfi*”! \ u 

add ** ideadag sdtdv|*l^ Wkud^ i H'uli- 

quite ashani^illw your meaij'- 
itevs, arid gcicved fWtftrw*. * I fphr fhi' 

wort^^ifHiich a the |«ptVnan, tV 

ehihtttaPfV the ^he « m, to 

st'ginat 2 «» by ntuar. eqd ^Ahe mo 4 pubha t«fh »t/. 

Ustworthy tV whoae ^jtnty onccaleiW 



If vvw cnqi r Hxewisft '^’.","•7 ' 


^VicWift SMin •‘‘ts. 

’i’ ’“■ ■' '-nt ■' '■ ''-V f "I'i tiiT^ ■ciinsti-ans ts ’ a 

’■■ 'reafrt'tat gc..er;i ex- 

.. :*» CSj‘J«h » 

' wTk 0,H!s'oortW'^^ 

** (eyctt^ 
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f>lra\er ':''l^bji 




«Er. Mtf ^ 


lid 


l-jnjHelf ; I <)w»k| H »rrer bf unworthy of ^ui 

yr unfir W F f 

ifr»y part, 1 S»p^ happy ; I shall bfewi 

the oa*', wlKrnf^'I wairportt t If 1 may but be euabled to 
follow the fu4)tatep«t<>^ iHijitriouit iiadeirsi through 


— ^ Km passil^ 4fquU. 


Tnat chrUt»fn$ n«gl<t to rtae above the level of the comreoa 
J *«>» I *t««lv owp. Mr. WeslevV mistake mremsto Uy tn 
<,!> hrnndimi^ the eomtijKtn Ofith the u tcontpon, in not tlii* 
c rning tie (itff ‘fence between any an<t every j between 
some ami all. Shttre Jew* were hlesseJ with evtiwordma* 
n ^enrjow ruv nts the^ had drsKAgui^^cd commuottations of 
t ,e spiut of nUtlwm and Mme^. 'ITtov were as the “ stono 
< of a t mwn, Uhed up as an ensign ppon hi-, land." Their 
great aithievements and eminent aUbinments are described 
n the atore-mentu ned tUapter* wlttch may tiuly be sttled 
t' e eoideri legend i great things imjHiSsihle to Hesh and 
bi od. ihev both pertonreed gttd stlfTeftid., iSueh as <.harac- 
ti me a saint of the highest rapk.v-To ifla^latd these ,ts tiie 
dut) of all cliri^ians > to SHjital them Ss the privilege uf 
few. 

Li*t me il ustrate tJds seotlment j the reader, I apprehend 
will hardly think it needs ctji»fi»mAtion.*-» Every graapato in 
the University, muJi more every mi ister of tbegosiie], 
oftg »t to exceed th« school bov in teaming aq^ knomed^t*. 

Vt there » ttve Whm sohooi b »ya with whofli few minis- 
Sets, and ^w«r graduates, will sentuve^to lioflipare them- 
$( Ives A m e»t itssjtince tif this Und* We have »n the fa- 
mous Qaratier. T)^ wwpdethll youth wheiSf Iw was but 
Um v«<ws okU Ffuncli to tats mu ber^ LneW to hl» fa* 
tbeCk ^ htgit k^eh. hi« fiMul. At the ugc of six, he 
exi^ai' ed ^ teau a|i ready asjf Hoad been his 

nature Qt^rmliiht eftteiti otn<,f lads aryi nfUMree able taread 
i^tni ibency and pnfejiety Shetr ni||dl«f' tongue he was aut 
paig ax^itpinted with, ’^otaj languager 
.Inina eleventh yetu’oe-fmw^ hW^tlited fcpin dtsserta- 
Wfk tnijiittated ts h^heuy wp of Ikhrevv iaiei 


■c 

175 ' irrfKH rrt rn% 

. , - - 

f •inch. W 'ilc a mw hoy lw» *ra» to d»s nrfe 

with j)rc»ft«, ors i/ r.>e siient<*s wa* «ith a at at 

«n «cle>i<t«ical sjnod, and adttiUtf^ ttt ilbe degree of doc* 
tor h) philosop’n Up'.n this nptraitv^ I sih^l! only « KsCrtc 
tljiat many of t’tc Je * whose yMtch imm ‘rt jllae t in 
scripture, were, »n faith, it) godittiCifS# '9^ ail th vt is* 
jjlary^ so maijv Baratiers. 

** Do not t'o* b'* t of wn ffi’qoeotJv fhel dis»r Vr in tl ir 
** affections? D nnfbey t»hencom Irtb, wh » f i 
** dif go «j, e\»i j> ,ft sent with «)e r'* *• I Vf*ve nm ” 
What a iirj' I s ) etc ' llnw well saiterl to its tkfTn-e : whKh 
)$ to C( n*Mtii i r cuirrnt, an i wver rule the ecvitote of in- 
tieiit and vn» . v t ) v r vc u. Bill why don’t vou Iv'une v hat 
Aspasio suppo^ H i* I your di-hchef gnnjniied on no t ? . \ro 
you acquainted whn anv poop e, who h?<l no d's>r ler m 
their alkctions ? always do good to the conipkiest 

tnannet f and never have evit pre*tent with thetn ? If so, 
what aio therr names ? whore do they lice ? wc would go 
many miles to wit them. Yub have no aversion to the men- 
' tioii of names wberi censure the motive, and oublit dis- 
grace the effect* wdiy ehouid you be «n reluctant, win it 
honor and <ii«mguiTi*hed r«9pect would be the conse- 
quence f 

Do they say, we groan, being burdened with the work- 
ingl of inbred corruption ? '* This is. not tbd meaning ot 
” thb lent. ITie whole context i^tews the cans** of thitt 
»< groaifing was their longing to be .with CHRIS T,” You 
peed not on this occapon lunMoago uie context, or take a 
journey to wliat is at jour door. '< he sentence itsHf 
slic ws, as pfatinly as words can shew, the coum; of their 
groaning. We groan, it is not satd hl'Callse wd t<>ng to be 
with CHRlSr. Tins mt|ht be but thi#%tiot the 

cauiO assigiMpl# ** Wegniafl bciM^aso afe* areliffdetted.” — 
Burdened with what ? Asohsio atniwAll bwl^ of sin 
and death- 'Wdij ^as the load that efWuinbered them. Op- 
Mfessc'd them, and jSiatlethem^lh |^*dly tor deSye^anoB, 
ikies not tiiw signify mid duordufft of the 

present mortal state ? Aa^gf AThich tb? $ad effecht of to* 
bred corruption, are stoDd bf jhc ka>t. These gave tho« 




Rl». 

miKi^afiimouiK, liiiaitK 

Ts«*{ »w 0^ in h«>>iveni. «‘ 

*‘ VKtflv* in )at'5i«!iJ^s.'Ji<4f\<i^ii^>i> J{,o » vsf no be* 

t ’’i**!! }» tra iKtt a^{i4 ^^^^|J^«J^•^ 3? yp* IS»« i» t w k« i jio n wSoj^ 
C*il ilHT K'l^tjs i heaven ^ Ptr* !i«ic is flw' 

r * ^ou wht re ih« ttee of life ji^rtHve ^ and is «<« thw he4V<iff ? 
II -avw <^ti ttie pi^cc, j[><ifadMe describes its natoc^« a 
piH.e <»f ^ftyjirnjtte bliss ani abvdnte p TK'Ctifm* w nrnt is 
ihy' j«V and f4«*d>Mre fi»r everinore *->11 never, if 

ir cni be {^tvtid* thw tljey are diff-‘renr a*> )de-, ni t n^ly 
di?rreji itafCH 1 1 tlien As laviti woul'l be imlvTs‘ood to 
sav, ne cure ot dn cwdetei in oaraiive ; ir as sm 
ai me beiieicr Jr .p hu tks»b a id enters int>) uw 5avi>iblc 
\\«nM, » 

r ns, (a »eri -ct C'* if i mty t> Or>(^) ban >blc preroji- 
tWt i,{ 11 ‘0 utlcvuin *‘ N »/* H»|t Mr. iVbdey.'— 
'f • > i4 1 Si y * '/ / 'j i ‘ n 111 t t'U'Siit, hi { ie;tL‘i tt'i i ascer- 
t ( iv'J mi', puinr n*4oo 1 aU <;otitraUii:tnn~*!Me ^aH he Ulie 
/ti’rt, for iue iitiL' '•r fiimiOf inf sV* •*-*** 'Ve*‘i3t»H,” w.j?ch 
i ’ I 0 ii -s, tij jt at ) cs.'nt ive afe not pe^fect^ ItLe him — 
*• r r,’ vv M b (Imnc. tne eJLieni ca'isu oJ this aJvance- 
tn*na.ui t'iKiiv, ihis comiiktc tranihirniatia i into the 
d vine imagine — •• we shdl see him, * no lo i^er through 
^lass, bat lace m We snail receive ihe elcirest tn^» 

tCitatiou of ho in ilajla iulmes* and gloiy, \\hic»i will haye 

> 

V ^ W« ^wni, IjcV^ fatiiSfliftl, t»H1» I ( f< f ««, fpiniuU ntd wttli 

h* ot sr>t) *| «i| ft Mp 1 1** mteh ptifftttKitn* jtlrtiij btfiAf 

'** bttfikniaa nbci Ms H » > *« jlu 1 ^ $t|; W«llfy i in* 

torptti^du UK bre i% tu sv klvtth x \ i Uf« ti> vfhpi 

bfaSiMii*, it li, t J(|rm fi , M tM 1 4 a i i B>4a* M,fw 

Wkflv./ g«»«K a tl,. IlsgMiftt hft.Tiit if 4s % <u 94 tfvcf)r budjr 


\s j 

i $u I jwi ^sufJiife, M hm i^mK^ IfmiiXL t p<in ku 4* 

&o dyt!» DaurM ipt kr ut mil 5»t cfilr i O ^ 4f\4L M h* luljb j; ut a u 

- t|j4 ttftttic Umif Mnt|^ >cn.p utLidNi, ift rtttuir &) u* i* u« in'i, I 

ihiflA we uWy uoi ntirexidiil^y’ l** !»)«? jl,* c,r U lu^f 

hco# >1 ft. l?ttk aud tVi? lU^ 

jlUrd havcBi <>vipkrwite i* Oirfiui KbnttDit. tiu#(rK 

%«kl tftUketmfd h ive ft«ax4dii«rn at ;i.«ujr4 jf^ to Mr* VVcUlyj U ii be 

voii M MftUt Uif pfc.^kf jus4 «iiU¥da<s# #|ivii ftwMMi4^« 
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^ just the same efTea ypwft <«it aouk as the iwpijiri ted seat has 
upon the mctfin» wax*, 

** It would then c >me too late, tf «o in \n tilt 

« the dav of J'ldt'ment. it will renttin ftltts for ever.’'— Y ’U 
anm^, that t^ie beauiific vision is net ttnl^^ved, till the dat» 
lid ", merit. B It m this vott see n to err, n )t inoa iojV the 
scripture I liave a desire, savs the aiKWtfcv to be diwotv- 
ed— and «hat i^ the const'tiju tf'e, the irnmediete con'C* 
qucnce of dissolurton ? To be With CHRIST ; if h*« prs- 
tence ; h tore his thr me ; and f« not ^^U the beauftfic vid- 
nn? Willing (savsthe same iis^oired writer) to *he alr^cnt 
from t!ie boi/, and present wuh the LOUD, Ifr-re is no 
hint of any intermediate **! tte, hut th* very mo nent ,n which 
t 'e vints deoa t ♦r im th« ir bodies, titey are present with 
the LOUD: and if with the LORi), then >u the highest 
b 'aveos i then at the fouprain head of felicity ; then amidst 
t je beat ftc vhion.— To heaven Edjah w'as conveyed in 
btb 6m chariot ; and into heaven die 6rst mart)r was re. 
ceived by his compassionate S VVIOlfR -.-N’ *ither of them 
waited in some intervening mankion, as a kind of lobbv (a 
t le heaven of heavens. ThU K the P ipish notion, an«l v< rv 
closely connected with (he chimera of purgatory ; so closely 
connected, that if you t^kc away the former, the latter 
dnps into nothing'll am sorrv, vour opinions. Sir, are sa 
much like the criurs of the man of «in. 

premnt blessedness does not Consist in being free 
from i«n. ** I really think it does.” Sp *k,e like Mr. Wese 
I think,** U still the atgummtm fkUmrmm. ” I 
«• think,’* w the heavy artillcrv, which » to dcraoliidli twi' 
gades at a blow, only here it is strengthened and enforced 
bv tiukt cmphitlcid word ** fealtv.’*»-»Bu.t it our present bles- 
sednewdotis realty cons iit in being frte from where are 
jour blessed persons i We may truly say* 

Af^uxrmt ran* naittes in nerfa, Viab, 

No i this can hardly be'SIfiill* Vli^Ta descriptbo is too 
full, instead of seeing a very frw, here and there one, p<q>* 
ptng op tueir bcidlbs in great and wide ocma of the 


iUV'orM ; w<r ai^'/^V»bk j h as an h»‘liy»^i|al | 

f^w’ ns *'r<*, M'W thes^ ansjefs in fle\Ii a;ul btn 

a d it sn(rK«tK\w, ' Wfit^s, if vou ,)et i%i in in ti xtaib \^ 
} onr ^ 'tWt vn'mttt pr » 1 1 t a nn j I • in»r'in \ 

tr> fxewnlifv v«tia flitJtiMi, ’itfill yon not tjlvt* imo ju'^ a hani 

4i!e for tliat sari^astfo rrS^icUon, u»ed 00 an )tht:r owcasiiou t 

' % 

Wnh rt»ny t1ii» dSm,?* 4>d ibo mtt, 

Wrtk 'fflin}i;' tb<tt aW Ij-wg’d, «i«i th^t were 
A»d fonie diet <wi|;re iuit» end i’t>j«e nevci fauai. 

Thrse are AsputinA wofde— ■** li ( luf' nrv*»e<i» »fnpt‘pftfc» 
•‘ turn rc’tninils us of a ni'M i nport i«t trot 1, lb tt nyr preient 
“ K-Jntf^s tonsiets* not in being free fr<»tn aU '>ut in 
** bri (' g no sift imputed t"; W' Uetoob }) trtiruiir canf 
to guarj hi*. mvMuing (fosu nii< 0 ft 8 trucilon, bv ad.inig ibe 
word u// : te t t sU word, bcCrfUtSiit isUilK* of stal'ire* sbouH 
be oeerlo >ked, he prmta} m jp/u/iW. U it ali this precau-' 
Hon is tijro^\n away ajwn ile tahe« 'i»> noti.'e 

of this same littk* vvoul ; nay» be entiady vnats it out of his 
q lotaiion ; *i» ilioagh iie shou,d -.jy, “ »♦' icK*is the lurn »f 
“ . lapping under d>e iiatUie* suvh a pany, oiii > ndo «tt •no*’' 
** nosy liable? I wuuW hava.^ji t > know, i eodb erelong 
** turn adrift ni rre pi imp a.id p;^Krily w jr.is r.it » that." 

Aspasio ab> took care ipcouti** n tus sv’iiq usMtsbi^aftfi*^ 
rence to scripture, he supp irteJ hi iiwif b. t le ant torifv of 
king l)avi<i.-»*34r. having a l.i»!e wmltt ago ia > nir. 

«d to depfOciaUfi no v ventirc* to cu&tfadHJt the loyal 
P«ilmist, Blessed,* (*afs tne t**al itis) un w itfdn w'i<i .s 
frdfe from »n ? w4jo if i^MffocHy sdecti led f i* nut 1 e 
tU>u|ruw» wj^h ihtt iiifeeet singer of' i>iatl i<^s|l0«, but bv,- 
sed ilk he* i^^fiose tlitM^dssioh iV ti^rgivert, tsttKlMr sin i* c *• 
vered. JD^ieply ,ldeipte^^ and q me witn rue 

co0btin)9^<M» nap^pess, »he saeft'd 

writer otjoefoups tfc j IKepe^ it ^ a t.tjdi ti ne oe cele- 
brates h t ftrj^S mit ur ^Mtl maa 


It? 




atBwaletes 




%nt 0 *rA<W(f thf IX>BD f., {X«Ith?r 

’ift quity wIiTtv ra< tortnerty' cc^^onlpi^ li r ttiat 
rslill <(• fitf «■ f.) inHftfdt f' I 'five ondw « 

; «1 mv « lavt partK'uitr iftimiyt imspealc- 

ablf fwwilege ♦ May I fmd H jJIsiot Id mv so«U at the 
;. uuiversal iudjjt raeftt TThTO let dthehf lake the kingdftms of 
; th'p worn, and all tbd |^1c^ of t|R»il[,'><'And a» fm* A^KtaUoy 
; he may reckon hts ctedit «afe* a«d h»«|>inW'n lyKv'tmlho- 
' Haed, while he espouteit the doctrhidt and ose$ the my 
- leorda ot the unerring SPf RH*.’ 

“ If we are rot tree ifrm aio< we' ate otrt christ!ar» be- 
' ** lievm.”- What an aswettioais herel 4i$ertm, tor I dare 
hot tall it a /ra/A.—If ft was* who then eoutd be saved ? 
Ktrt one of a thousand i nut two of a milii'tn ; no^ nor one 
Mr /oAn RW/r^i itnsrU, since out ot bli mouth tie stands 
t<*ftdemned. He msAes fli*»acknow|edgeroent, conceraing 
himself and his folk w< rs, ** We know by melancholy ex- 

yitrience what it is tb neapect works of righteousness,'’— - 
: 'To Corrobofrate his conies§oi|, bo adds, ** We know and 
** Jeel bt mclantholy expetWhed, what it is to swerve from 
*♦ out first love. We feel by experience” — He U willing 
, to tun the hazard ol tautology, ladter than any should sus- 
pegt the sinterity and truth ot hUi protection,— ‘And can 
yott aCr such a cOnfessiotk, affit such a protestation, pre> 
lend to he free from sin ? Ilah this, wbkh you know of 
yeurseU, and toal by expeHance, eonsisteitt with a siqless 
state } juitaa much as a leth^gy is coosiKtent lintb tbd di> .I; 
gour of hcahh,V q Ctnefui nighl with a giorkpi vieroiya 
Set*,liir, hoV yob ard dmangJcd*'ip y«ti*r own iinjq^'Tibw^ 
iliuhout beiQg ,chksed with an edepQy,‘’yoii ruii yodnatS 
aground. Idor Will all your dexted^^iiojotidt asfyOuavoW 
such palpable l^nnsteodifA be1dl|sld'l(t'yotit^e|r. 

Touaiiempt to confix your*'i»f|(ii#hy*tWl A|^ 
detirtraii'jn } 


.. I, .Vil, .aM*a awl ImMfiwfalS, U» X*UI. Mt 
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discio^#^ 

|riiiy-Tifr|[taititte t^!..[^ 

pllftifc'ditfdy 


i.|^i|Taph» and 

favourite 'ih>* 
''■' ' ;i-jwi^'’ we continue in 
, ,^i&^'.^iKlatW ty be a 
nfjajfthai^ou build 













»t t« lie clwfnericisil tiii 

j)ruve)f)ur ^upfiositiini* I ■ 

with any <>f ycHJt' t*«ttsequew^''/|y^|y^;^m it, - or 

of your aHe^ati<i0i> '• 




evrr, let me bestow a slight am.i^'avjsr^tm , . ^ c;, 

Aspasi t !,jus, a wnse -of 

rcoontiie us lu Se%*|l’'>t .wi'U 

not : oof will apy tlw»gdoJtht> ltiviy/T'-*{-^ej*e 

I t iink you h ive m'staker> i^re mark.^ Nvi|fiOg''CVt'f^of** 
jc:iJe os to fl.*Hii« but tha,t whtc't tlit'es'awSs^ iti'wiug 4 an-i 
this ii-i done onlv by the atoneTnent^’-CH.tlSf . N 
i trip reconcile usto death bit t‘)it ^hieh.Ue livers us tro ni^s 
'|{‘tri>r, and this is wdl ’cted only by tljft.^’Crbhce ot our great 
HlViil P UE^r. tiob has. converted the k* g ot terrors 
, ii to a ine-stiiger ot peace notlilog: -cdti rccouvile us to 
i death, but timl w fi.h desuable tn depart, aiidga'o 

t^' dic j and this ia owing, whully owing to mat who, died , 
for us. that whether we w’uk^t bf »leep,' wc sltoUld lire tugc* 
t'.cr with iiim. , ^ 

:, - Old Shne m found, that i^rJtbing copKl feen. cHe hi n to 

.death, sfi much at a believing vie A'.t>tthcLORD'aCHR lb 1, 

seeing GOD made fls‘sh j him a>.h<# own S V Vi- 
., OUR, he waseiiabldd nob on.ly b> ac^mc^c in toe su.n- 
'iRobi^ but to welcome it as a deliverance— Ihf was enabled 
'‘^i0 with com(>psure and cdniplacency, 1.0 HD, wm kHfM 
lAv f<*Wi»#iieptirf iff because i am we^ry 
. 4 >i,tbi»iwpertect state ; nut p^t^ause I mperfect in tbvme, 

. ^ove i bt|t,beca»sic ^Jhi* ^‘j/^sJhixv Tni^ 

. ,f’ou may jttsy:'^.)fc!tb ^itate a Jew^ 1 roostdt^^ily 
..mysell' the deat,b-bt thU ts^M^mtlltbreie, 

\. . and let , 

'" - It ^jrou sdlh^'slst i^^Wi'yil^^tttOtbing can re*, 

, cbnciie,y<iP''%'d|^^’^»t> wk^,‘|Sd'4*i^bcd' of . 

fxm love,- ■0^- %i|bs ^yftkttrne, i not ' 


tlu* rigbttfolMjB^ .; 

. ^ ' Vj.' 'S . 
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O xt c’ausf, I s»ul*— hut { odwtt there H tioo- 

t1»< r, v» \m that vwi might ju-stly tjhtitge 

me witJj of sAuiiWitv, if I t.hooJd patis 

it (ivcF o »th<itot r4^^*7 t'hr'MS are the worls—- « tf we vixrc 
“ jvrfat I'' pietv wwd w, perfect in l.tve) we 

“ OuiuWi smU he with mfinwittes, and Imbleto 

“ fi-jitf W'isiiiiiii wo'-dsctf ac^mn^ mlgiit f<»l!ow, even 

thMm*h the heart wA itB love, iwhleh were n<Jt exactly 

right ** 

'Itjei h Mrantje' wondrons tfrange i'^deed ! perfect, ^et 
enewtn )ai.»e.i with inSjtn ties. *** j)«rfi'Ct, “ vet duitig 
“ dcuonv a^d speaking word, not evattiv right!” you are 
a-i s ngtilar i x \our iV«, §xe strenunis for the doc* 
trinf /tef/ix'Hfir •'"I Know not anv pvofi^ffmf writer tliat 
j»*&tvMu's In ma i.tain t*«e Utter, yoursv n only e\eepte i } and 
as fo t'-e f r.n r, I think |t couid ocmt enter i ito iiir head 
o ai.y t.ung hviM,;, l)u‘ Mr. WVWr’yV only, l\rfect, “yet 
“ encompassed vsito i eiriniiie**,” ii. just .ts sound divinity, 
as Hue, set addittecl lo hh]g» is souiul marahly. 

'Ihifc IS ih*i the wor t jjip^rfy ot vour iiouun of jiarfccti- 
o that it is ahsurd and self cor. tradktofv. A sentiment 
n as be ahsuid, set not very pfmieimi. lUt this is an error 
(t! li.e mos.1 mahgnai t koid, this was at tl»e bottom of the 
Pt anstes prlvie, and spinled them on lo si-ek Justification 
hv the works ot tie lawi they knew full well, tlUt their 
ohedieme was not complete, it thd not come up to their sa- 
cred and e> iJted standai'h bur ihey !tad learnt to soften and 
extenuate thtir dW (hedi nte, into matiera **n>t cxaiitly 
** right.”— rfhis is the Crtu-*e, why people j&Wifesi»iitg oliristi* 
anits, see no fwaa or comelJhs«‘’fo tto as to de- 

sire tiim* with desir,'$ihat cannot be mtef^ 1 ,' Vi> true they 
are not perteci, they a*te» «iiiwnd,»*-hui theii the olFtnccs 
are onfy huutan /aamtttW j wbird^attd aoifuns^* notexact- 
ly right.” W«h tni4 which ♦< riie-syTcn song,” 

they ioil riieir souls Imo a» inaeimla^y ot^lwir ruined state, 
and a o.sregard til: ail^auScaedt itBDI^MKR. 

' fjbiwd^aayatlu? t^at ioniinaeth not in 

whether or smail. And will you 

tegutd dmt, as a uiett tohrmity, and tsuasi-tem with pcrieo> 
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on which the divine hw denounces a curse r Which 
ihc divine la v threatens wirh aiK misef; h?re» and with 
«verk«in^ ven^eattce hereafrei^? TiUt afjocfte would pfn* 
bidjlv c mstise the author, or aheteut *uch ar'tywnceit, m 
the toilowin? joanner ^ '* will tHh»t know, O )?^aio ma»w that 
what thou Oiliest a mitter ** not ir}ta<;tW nj^h^,** is 
is most horrtbiv odious in the eve “ of infinite pu'i- 

V* ty { deserves efernal death hx the eminate ot hw‘ infiniie 
** justicit , and coui i never have been pjlrdunei hot l>y the 
^ atonuii« death ut iiis infinirelv m{^e»tie eon !'* 

** hiiicoin'f.a'nwd wnt 1 i-ifirmnies, yvt the hoayt all lOVe 1 
** word> 4i>>i a****^'^'’ d ’t <^*xivtlv ritfht, vei the* 'nm all per- 
•* feution 1” tnc>e an* al][ ptiradoxes* VtbK'i I ncvr si‘\v 

a ualled, onlv in the wruinsrs of some h}f;'t flown Pipists. 

r. words are not tar Itom a tr,ttt ladoii, thcy'are 

to a nicety the sense, ot those very ofleiKtve passages, 
which 1 meet wit!i in a enupie »*f i5cabt^. Andtmftuf, in- 
terpreter ot the council o Treat, writes thus ; “ Nenialia 
** peccau* tarn sunt minuta fle levia, ut non adversuntur 
pertectioni ebaritatts, nec4lmpe'iire pi^unt pcrfccta.n 
** aut absolutam obedicotiam/’—- /.i/it/tmw, another chnra- 
l^n for tlie same bad causet expresses himself in a moie 
Stiegant, but in no Jess shijtkmg a manner j “ f L'etcula 
** vitiola lapsuum quotidUnurum, asperg'mes & im«ulae 
** sunt: quae per se non ntaculant & conraminant, sed 
** quasi pulvisculo leviter aspergont viUm ehristianom: ut 
r* iiUtibmiuus tamun per se smt peilecta, & undiqueimiiva'’ 
culata Renatorum opera In hac vu«.'’«— It Mr. 
pleases to cxmdder these passages, I hope, he wilt ttfe mduc- 
ed to alt«!r bispdtase, attu recuty hts noti<»ns.<-4t he pleases 
t» iranslide pHssages, his iolhswers have an op» 



V V(Rt«f tim pmMUft MTatti 

t«*e, «>/i can Uie/WOei ttur^faslMWeintm |ie>l«d« 

+ TJ(a Utile 

wWih 3oh(hi!^Vq|ii do M itad or wi^liwlK 

lima* It werh, liAdl hm^ IprmiCRj llie irhy 

ttetcicheii u the wocU ute i;Rpy lie «t thfMnao?^ |ierkd,i lA eU Ifipw 

immiCuiAtti ivea ir omi ii*v« 
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pc.rr » itv of M>e4Bty,bi»«v ifcd^ly !w a^owhses to svme 
|Si' worst m ■ AW tiwiv4»»nt'« H* 
t/tl, not to iwbibrts^ ex#wt>«it'«t, his floctrinc* ijt 

nor suhmu, with an itwJuiiv tn his dtv 'ares. * 

** l^pte charges, «f t«f binrare all answene}/'— .\t lfti$ 
sentehv^ Mr. 1« liighljr fidnn'itrd. As the li.m il 

said 40 Jnsh hifnselftiitrr i*a4e,«(rmv nbjcotor sin hi<n->ellt 
U;> »u:o a graceful \ stks Amfe//, tv»ni>crc U no* 

thing itt the passage, rf»f in the »n)text» vs awaken such x 
flame ot*JSw»l. If Mr. h«rl under ^tood Aspusif^ ac- 

cording to the whole tenour of h s. di»f n-y*, thete would 
have been no ro wa tor briqgin. 5 Cnur v m^abH upttn me 
iarpet, nnr for mtUng that otjurt »u* o» » t't-» i >, " (.tm 
“ tktr OOF) mr man can elatm mq 0 tit'Jicm‘ fo fnt^ ha/* 
T'lis ts wnat Ufmvti .ncans; t.ic claim <>< ')»<* Jaw, a> a 
covenant ol Wvifk-*— -the cla <m of the Iia, *$ b. mg' the 
conditi'u) of lilc ami gl.i.') — me tbi us oi the law, as re- 
quiring periec' ohed euce on ^latpArf eicrsHi death, riifse 
cla'mts are al. satished hv our tnou blc-ssed atid' gracious 
SURE I Y. — I not, titer ar«^ htiii inci.n.wot upon o», a>id 
ujton every child oi mail. Aiwdc.i this which i.rithcf 
xie mr our faHiits wtre iiblt to iKM\ wliich, heavier tiifttt 
the sands ol toe sea, wou,d, have o itus us alt mm thw* i^tbe** 
most hell. — Ihi-i dtietrioc, trwrpf<4», is n n ” ttnfittmt.mhm 
’• w'ithout a mask i” bui it is the dnetrme of r/g/i/rtwmer# 
ifntbtail works *» and at justification withtml itw 4eedi ^ 

♦* 'I'beB GOD nor man can clal^ knV oMkrcc 

to tjif law," Yea, OQl> \inw^/. mair/iMid GOG Al- 
tiijghfy 4o« c^iqi our obeoiem.* tp me iaW»j m a rate bf 
Kt^ he requires a coiif»>rrq«v mtne imege 

of bimsdif t 'he tlenfi mds tk b^ittornfliureip of U« dutte>f a» m« 
ineatjis ol brining giugf lo hw.iiamftiiMdpa^mtimDaafssi .n 
4d Ms tiithonty. And-'b/^nfe >rfe8(l0v disposed, 

wsne will be so efleM^af^ tbv wbolt la, \ > 

uie obedit 

ilSssSEi&s^sifiqSvSfSiSjii^ 
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cpcf of CHRIf?r, who aic thwby iklherttl fn'm that ire. 
ni^ndoui) curse^ detv^i^ncevi <«r »li u{}go«ltii»rk<i and unii^ht$. 
ou^nc^ of men. 

Ji/w<-/o il.us exhorts his Ineod— ht roe I’esire sf'n to 
jrmgioe, ra'her mav the hle“*?d HPjitUT tnahie lo i to u*- 
lieve, that v. Jir mos. afc expiAted, through die death of 

JESUS Cl IRIS r ; that a rghteounness is <; 'eti ro voy, hv 
virtue ot whit I) you may iiave free and wi I wne octvss \ > 
GOD - ‘ 'ritis Is not Mf!,>utranimgu<tt{c ” srsM*. //Vr- 
fey, therefore u cannot he vaind doemne, is fii', w ,v oi pr- 
guing. llantl 4s enough I lU'ist own. JJ.it a '.U foiloui 
is norcjoitp s> mo^e>t. I woild syflolt ‘’v,” oni sure. 
Ijf vvhat / vvoyll '..IV, roust Iw uncrttni'OH'Ji’t/ iL’i>' : tnia is 
the conslndon we are t > m ike ; onvr *. isv w i it v.» » alle ji»c, 
js of no w.'i'ht at all ‘ I wouU sioi ly ^ hv hi n wo 
“ have atecs'* to tin: i' ^ I HER ” I f is hTi'm'.l ait oh- 
jection, prop' 'h taken tnnii thcapoUh',an(liti.n.hJes 
what A^pti<>'0 rr;'reori.r".ntc* ai'xilo’s l.ngunge i, the 
ingot of gold ; J'tpuuait sentiment is .i thrs-ad duwn.or .i 
leal beaten from ii. M ubmks belore I dtsiniss tiM tiptc, 

. I would desire )on to turn luck, a moment, a d leeoiisi ur 
what you *'ave ailirmcd ~)our vms are ernmied, is n>it tois 
scripuiral Inngiiage?— \Viiat cbo niianeili that e\,iies'i)n 
of the aiKisflo ? “ 'lb make expaton tor the *ii,s of the 
** people *,’* A righteousness is gi\cn y<Ai, is not th.s ihs' 
icriptural wav of i>peaking ? ** 'fhev who uceue the i- At of' 
“ ri^htmistte^t, shall rcigw in life ** — By which you havs* 
*• Jree mms to i” h not tins bt>th toe dialect, and the 
doctiiae of tl« HOLY GHOSi’? “ Wo have access with 
** confidence {tud througii our punctual nertormance of any 
*' conditions, but) through the faith of lum by a fiducial 
reliance <m our LORD's most prcciuos obeiityhcc, blood, 
and merit. 

“ 1 have seen twph terrible igSectaof this unscripfural 
** way oi speaking.’*— 'UvtC I fewsy you slip into a little 
.mistake, you forgot the Aisiihclioti 'be. ween tbeuie, ai^ 
the abuse oi a doctrine, a disiiuctton which you can ea>^ 


* H<k u* ly, 
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“, VIHW i ijivlT '1 

** ' <>iM^, '^^ad 'Jtre n* aty a ■;ii»tH«f^'^'3^^^;ft r-vti'.tcti'*, ,*“.' 

©h, A;iiw''^raV th*?’ ^Ti-«e r 'ferftrti^-i‘'^M'«' ■.y«itj''^*_hjuf . ?■ 




|«vttfiyJ 'oa^' ' 


tht- 'vliolesii.ne doctr^i'^at t'»;*he:vHiata^i!T*i'H*'' ••.: -t'' ’*;.■' ' 
Wtt?re sin ab^urtted Mt -tilicfr 

iui<i^)r©tat»©o this -tis^tv art 1 ofc :i«ic 6m\ 

whicU he hd'd ^iV'en •'i<a'dit'ci^ vv' iHe- a'J'j » adi' «ery'^ '' 
a sevnnd H-ne withoul any t;on>Kici^|sle.,vanathm at-o^ 


t shaM only r(#ter rl»«f Tead*f ta paije 144', Whcra ■ 
be wilJ ■find tfiis ie)£t considatfcd, and Mf* Wtsli^ s 
tion canvassedi ,?■ _' r ^ '. ,'"■ ".- -W^ 

In this and the fcdloWtoff paraj^pha 
with the phrase 

“ tiring thei^ is no, qaestio'j.*** ' Yttp.wiSflld ha«^ #t«tv 

particu ar fonn, ot exprcssinrt 4 y« to thtf. 

“ doctrine we are a^ec 1.” to ydar ■' 

contession; ali these -yo^r objccti»t»“ msare stttjd 
WWda, Sur%’soeh'a-fl»»o,as Mr. Wii^ shoo}d'.-^W;''- 
hpw.to''aiai;^ a better' use'i^vpeii. 
itiiailaife 'abiri^'.'deitees 'tad- 
contienditig ©itiy'.abhut ,tiie 

' escdr^sbtg sh'i^'v1|^,»8taipfp^ 

■ 'ptoyy Wid' wiaW, thw itisjtoiiit' l*y"<B?ii^teit ^ i^tki^cfea8 C 
apprfehteisd :i-^*r® 




ipuant^e^; 

graota^ 
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ftat all this is si most e-semi.*! anfl part of h» 

merit, that th» is of hightir dignitf Rod KPSarcf vabe thap 
the whole ’'world-, and all the ris^dilsineM iti h—that lhe 
diviiie hiiv is hereby wore sijjaally homOcedt than it etatld 
have been honored bv fhet«irttemipted«d*e tienteof 
and a)! bis pmterity—Utot GOD's jnstice, holiness, ttuth, 
receive f;rc''ter gifvr}’ from these tJtvpa»al|eled act', of tluty, 
than 'mm all the services o'" anj^eis and men irsthtirseireral 
woiidertul order!.; that thU Mfkr rij^hteoustsess. together 
with hi*! jnou mcr torienta su^frin^^., are the ground a^'d 
cauH* ot my acceptance with GOt)', are the very ihing wh th 
pmturcs at;d cfte(rs rnv jovtifitation, m.>k«n{; rnc not barely 
a quitted from gudt, hut truly »ighteoos,\ca, perfectly righ- 
tmis, aiKl that hetore the GOD of inhnhc penetration aiul 
purity,— -nps ts a view of the doctrine, incomparably mag- 
nified t a-id inexorcfeilily comtoridble. It you agn c with 
your friend in ah tl»ew paiucuiarb, speak and v/rite con- 
tnrniably to suth agree.nent, rhen >i>u will never again hear 
from him in thh manner, nenbtr will he receive any more 
Muh iavo'irs from you av the letter now under consideration, 
then w'c {.ball be periculy joined to-,, ihcr “ in the sam** 
” mind and in the sime iudgment," 

Alas ' thw union, 1 tear, is not so easily to be effected — 
Mr. HVr/ev still hii'yti, vnd still urgts, ‘MI m; authoiity ol 
“ OUT thuri.h (wbiih As}Mito pie, ids) and (*f th<jse eminent 
“ divines (whose testimony J,»/i./vwa)le<lires)d >e',nol toui.i 
*♦ ihosepaiiii ul.irlori«solex|t,e<si..n.'* Ju'-tification through 
imputed rigliteousi ess,, t)r oting tnailc nghteoiis through the 
obedieiHt oj CHRIS T, I suppose are the forms of expres- 
sion ’ntended. These, it seems, none of the quotations 
coUiriK^c (ablifii, rto, not tmJu nt Mr, Ww/eyV opinion at 
hast, but i am locjwed to hope, that the generality of 
leaders w ill be of a diHerent persuasion, mwi tdlow that the 
quotations and the ex {Sessions touch and resemble one 
another, as much as the wings of thie Chertibun la ihc atv* 
citnt sdutuary 


• t’ne dwruKinu ^ 4ittc jadit Aiul tl tu 

Hr in ittff til ih« » wvfrj * va. *1) *7 
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“ Does not |?a; fhf» we must hsee 

recourse to sotiie <i!lNNt xnd itucb » one 1 ha’ve »t ^ 

hand as von wwallWtigMlT'Vei^^ or even wish to goiointf, 

. 1 me^n the nutbdrity ^^ohn IFerVy* M.. A, who declares 
In his cxpnsitutit to the new lestanaent'*-'** this js futljr ton- 
*‘ ststeni with our beme joaiiBeni be the iniputafion of the 
“ rJghteetisiiess of CHHIS I','* Now I shall onlv renioii- 
Mratc of tljc apostle : “ I‘ thoo thsself uvest tins phrase, 
** why woulcU-st thtni CQtnpel others t'* lav it aside f Or, 

" why art ihou displeased w»th others, it.r a pracfivC which 
“ tlum allow Cat m thyself ? 

SureW you will not ssv. mmifaitm of righteousness is 
tj ifte a OjilfTPiit thing frc/'« tnnmtpd righteousness. "-Does 
on the I II mcr rvulently in* lude the Uuer ? Can there be a 
|iroc!tnn.n>n of pardon, without a }>ardo'nprt>chu'«cti ? Cau 
liioic b*’ thp }Mir» hj....' t»f an t -.tatc* without an estate pur- 
chased > Orthciin['i* non of riglueMisnesi., without a ngh- 
tcou'.nesv unpun dr f. taLirs ^Sn.idd affect such subtile aiui 
well-deluding evasion-, Mr, cannot, Mr. W'cd^must 

not, he Iwk precluded him-eh, niy, he has, with his own 
mouth, giien a \emut agfliOrt hitnselh l» it not mcordcd 
in those lines subjc incd to youi§ cliaracter ot a MutUu- 
disti 

f:*»Oi iwl 'ove coirhinf 
T^fiiuici VUU1 v«)mu( brv.*j*l, 

' Tlw* bi Tt“nl«.uinti* 4>v<i>e, 

ttnpulri^nel la.pnA* 

M 

This imtmttd rij;'tffous»e\t was once » tlefightfnl theme ; 
your song \a the uouse ol yi^tr pilitpoa^e* \Vii. is it muW 
a buitlieAyimeatonet 'vhicn yon wo’uii fain shakr /df, b > u 
yourseUttKl others r Aie you hewotric tkh n vour?"!f, a I 
iwrmiud toUk^wds of youi owo att-iairirig ? Wl huo v t ill 
well tor what teewm the pbwt dod uie 4^(fr>ih‘ <fi u p* t- 
«!sl« exploded, and tedroached by the ihundt vi tm, 
' because they dlupUi} in the hngotest hgut t.n* b-iuty d 
rat b Gaace. ntey hold the do'ir against ad kind o5 .u- 
man merit, t^) cut oft evirrx, the fiiost di4ant ()!• ‘e-M (.j> 
fu gtuiyuig in man j andl retcr »tl the hnitar ut •Iv.uou t » 
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JUlSUS A Iniit justifitmwn t^'r >ugb 

loa^M Ct IBtill 4)« i^ivdl oulti^aH;, 

or fht bilnln eipaar Vhe'i^rHinicI ; wh^tea 

iofiif l4r# tor l mt tf<tt'T>‘>H atw# gfa»l(u*V» ex* 

?lff rtWf bi«^ilr<i(i hvitoo, kt m he ^nd m i teh**r ex* 
ccwlittgtk* tx# §^t!f /Jfer ^onof (v»fi ffte hon jr) fo /// H *• 

HThe r^i»hternJ<iOi<iss of OCH)> isgtu^ies *he Titflweounnm 
^^hich GOD Mao it»rcxt|ht war. No :’* ats Sit V^es/tv* 
'To»r reastm, Sjr» lY*r thru negaHve ^ A thtlJ •nay deny } A 
ipljaut of judgment wtp <UsMraye.-*-D »iv Mi. /ret/ry .i»»* 
proiye, whew he a.Uisf ** it signifiift^GOiJI’sTjethotl y jui-i* 
** fying MWtur# -Jukr X8 t<jfci')h Mtiu* */ ot rti>|>rov>d 
P the Mtfi>$rtai)ship J e>0S of’ Atfiifre/A, wren (hev yri* 
<0 erf i “Thoti the Mti'rtJ ^II > no; th<'U art a S’utWirJhm 
and hast a UevH,’* What they atkilgel, warned 4 pro if 
Ultogetljer as much, as W'hat tney den K*d.-- What Mr. ires- 
be]ie aI1«rfg«^ i<k a thread bate objection, atrciity codm- 
•tiered awl alreadf cftntutcd. Vet, wnt.e it rclatesitoa poi it 
of the utmost tu'^mewr^ and which i'> die mam hinge 
wf war oontrorersy, I siifttl ftol be dee mod utfirims, if, as 
shot has been Oiioe again dwcharged, 1 once a^ain Hk 
Itp WIT shield against it. 

” The nghte ouiaicsN of GOD, signifies JL»OD's iuetikKl 
of justifying liuners^ We have atready fche w n, how low 
an interpretation this is ; how insipt J tn it,>e)t, and incom* 
tiaub e with thy currdut language «l scripture : on the other 
hand* how subliaio htid cousulatoify, is the nense which 
vltpxs/o gives • a righteousness* which GOD HiMbELtl? 
Jias presided wllljvWt any co-opetattort irpm hisunwitufes— 
the rightermsjtri of tliat uuwt exdted* yet most egadescenrf* 
Ing SAVIOUR, Who U GOD and mad i» 000 CUl&fSr, 
a TishtcDUanem, rfigpified wph all tl>e pertectfons ot ttie 
GCJtbHEAD, theretbre, wWby to be Um o*«»tiirt, the 
the never ceasang bi»*s| <rf h(« ptoptei and suSdient,xmfi* 
wilcly soffit icni, lf> Mve even the mont vUcs li«s aiw« iMSd^ 
tbe wow do^p«^falefy•n^}ned wonanf* 

. 1 ^ 






«tnr> nut. iirutiKT, 


This is a as much cupcfrwMf to 

hemm 

of Waveos is higW clod w ^ i|.4 

risuhteousttcss -simicb '<;odNI actrrr tuun^ CAIvrM n 
heart of mait or » amet'wi^ b » wiil b® the dsav uf 
ilioir »<It»htttioft» and d»e ^ theiT wwndjft » eiwSlMS 

ago^this seme fuHy acroums f6v th'tse mpatmaH expmmi* 
onv of the prophett vshtrn speaking of ttM aQ surpa^ogglfl^, 
hethm aadres«e$ bis idnnerst grenfh, O 

ilaui^hih' at Hiku ; shout j O dm^htrr of Jt^rmakm i Makt^ 
t ftp khg cometh unto tkrf — ho J$ rf^Ueous, and kaotag tt$> 
rafiaa. Ilf n C(»mpielci> righteous io ht» itature» haste)* 
filled aiJ rigb(eo‘j»iess in his Vtfe and death« and )>»•« thefebgr 
obiaitied tor thee, a fiiU uardon, a finistlted salvation, a Mire 
litle to eternal glt>rv»»~ I’Ins accounts tor those tn<HPe raptuf^ 
t.us expressions ui the sa red writers, when, in the %voar 
or iheir graiinid , ihty call u|>t n the whole creation, to cc* 
If'biate ihc gooducs's of ihe i itarnate JEIIOVAIi. 

Oy havens t tor (ho IJtHD hath dofto itt s'amt, ,ya (oMo 
pdr'ioftbo e(Mk i brook foNh tftfa va moiuHniflu i 

O f Of Oft and net \ tree thenm^jar the iJfHlf hath (in Ids 
own perMH), h> h s own obedience and sudvnngsjretiee/aitf 
Jacobt and ^^lorttk-d (not human abilities, not ItunMin works, 
liijt; htiusiiit and bis own righteuusotss, Mtlieresbiiationof 
J^raot*’ 

hi short, this is a righteousness, w*hich exaUs GODVjas^ 
tike ; which tnagniSos the law } displays all his awtut a»a 
amiable attributes in thetr hillcst lustre To cotltiivt H, 
wav unsearohabk wisd«>ii, to bestow it, ^ bivaluabietiwi- 
sme, answers in die compleate^t niarmer, all the grand 
and’gractucfs purposes both of OOtVs glory and ot mao's 
salvation. Inie gospel lUUl glad tiditigs indeed 1 an ex* 
Mi^eht tor onr recovert greater than out liearit couM wtdi. 
Wa ttay truly say, while medUiUng no this giti ot ootMim] 
suate rtghteousness i ukeriim has 'thtmndodt ^raceha* much 
mir* edmnd d, Tnc br ck» are fallen di»v»ii, but ttie most 
glunoua terras; of uu bteaches has built wiUi lie wu stone. 

*|fM»atnii ap 
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"Wtfll ittijjht aoOitle^ hAvtftg thua^ sa'>r'*mc)jr 
f ijihtTWnTW b W« t»tw, I K»fc doFn witl) thr m >vt <»ve- 
»»igo tMitempt ajKm cv«‘Ty fnhet {imss <>f) o»nfi«l<*ii r; 
liptOWi-votW oHjrtt of ♦fjis.ti a ,d fck'w the-n rf'wtt 
♦M stlffiwjSf — W'U tnight he (teclwe, th<4t h** w'vif'J n(*ver t»e 
ftshanved ot the gospel, i» whiv-h is tbrt*rin>*eode >'U tiobb 
li;[ht€OUsnes<, in all its ma piScence, nch,'s and ^Wv* 

* n » you think tne r»thertoo warn up>n the -,iibjeot ? 
lUt me once agam remit you toS». Chr^otfom, r^ad ‘ns cjc- 
|«sition of that chat-nintf sft’ truce, the nofUmisnefi of 
aO&t He. Tnii vcneMOle father of the church speaks t'je 
thing as it is He does not mingle our wn'ne with w'at r, 
l»iit gts'ea us the genuine truth, and tfium. < s because of the 
»uth. 

The doctrine t^f an imputed righteousness seems to have 
been typicalh taught, by the n markable manner til doth- 
iog our first parent!). *A11 they could do for their own reeo* 
very, was like the patched and beggarly mantle of fig. 
leaves} this they relmujuished, and G()D himsdf furnishes 
them with appniel ; animaU are slain, not for food, but 
aacrifice } ami the naiced criminals arc airayed with the 
•kins of those slaiighfereil beahrs~~thc ptethns figured the 
expiation, made by CHRIST'S death, the ebthm^ typified 
the imputation of his r ghteousness. ** That does not 
« pear," cries Mr. Wrsify. Afp^U Has produced au 
mtthority from the farnuus* Miltm. I coul i leintoree it by 
another from the elegant it you are not sjtibhed 

with either, or both these testireo ies, I will give you a 
reason for the sentiraenr — the vitfluis m st jir 'perlv shadow. 
<cd forth the expiation of guilt, by the K ‘'ieeincr’s blood $ 
because u is the pecuHarendot !»icn}iie,tomakeato ement 
for sins ; the clothing most jH'rit ’eutly deumed the Saviour's 
righteousness, which is denrioed, bTrth by the prv*piiei and 
the apostle umlef this very image — Af hath covered with the 
rohe of rtghtevwtnesSt says the prophet hauih. Thecae linen 
whidi arrays the bride lam lamb, is tkeperfini Pij*bfmts^ 
mss of the saints says the beloved d(M:tpj[e« It alike a 
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m«I vesrure, or a rich suU ot a|>|^l, jfke^ UuH 

aHds the. atJ^W#,, B«4‘ Tha iSKuier^ 1 

promise rnvselvwa if |h»-t»e ahnf* 

Jijtflv decisive, <«■ iwi^e weight, ihaa 

that atom in fil&ak,'** i^is doca wot ap^Msar/’^ ^ 
wnctificati n, \\\h wav tCTJ reasonahly ranic 'iMftong th» 
eftKts of being tieaoted hy ^ blood, and a/ihrned wtidi 
tie rigiifeousnew ot CliRI^. Tliese biyitsings prndtica 
p Mce of constiwce, and hvve^f GOD. JfMst as ccmimv^ 
ilioiiit clothing pn«luce< uairath, pno promote* beaitJi),*-* 
And what ik love of GOD, twjit holiness of heart in yhe 
sted, and holmes of hie in thf* truit ? > 

As ihi'' (the nature '»>f tiuv hoRness) is a matrcr of thelact 
imoortanct , i» a <m which multitud'^s, 1 fear, t«e 

ini^taken, 1 will kave it upper most Jn your thoughts^ in 
the reader’s., and »il those ot. Rev. Sur, vour, See. 




lETTPa X 


3Mt,^ - 


{Rt/. Si*, 

We art* rrtw ♦’ntrnrjf npnn a prm**'*'<f‘, 

O ir hu4nesi<) will Ik* cliieHi >’ tht* /•////«» a^r<t! kin K M e 
s’ all trtat prinrnnHv •» B t a-, thtv are iho WDri!-, 

■which the HOLY (J'lOSl teacheth, thev are Ike tie 
c^'mbs erected in \onder hi\e. \ot em itv svIlabU* , ma e 
only for sound ; but rah with dumr* s ii'^, and ful the 
honev of the gospel, replete wi h the ma i a vt heathen — ‘ 
Mi> th $ pen Iw, to the reader, like Joh ft /« v r 1 1 ; u. n, 
dipt in the delict jus juice, it eubi^nltned t s eyer, rctr^shed 
hi> spirits, and che tred nis heart » 

** Alniobt every text, you are pleised to affirm, quoted 
** in thib and the following letter, tn b i ipurt of that parti- 
** cul if form of exprevirf w, (imputc<| ii,,hteou<.n •sv) is dw- 
^ ** lorted tneasurc fn» n the plain, fj’wious ra-aning, 
** which i>|x>t tfed out by the c*ontext,’' L*t us examieo 
tfteve abused and distorted texts, in c>rler to m^jver, tr' ’n 
whence the misfe rrut e itapnened ? how the tto ent e w s 
dope whether bjt jMr. W'tJtVv’f |xtft, or by h/tasu's 
l»^e. 

iw fitst is from the book of /uA Wh'c* , at it Is gr * it* 
rtmerable for iu ttiUiqutiy, and niiigulariy to be ti.j'au < J 



m 
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■t ar iff 

for i*$ imfjoftlwHr, I b<fif leW(»f to ronwdlcr at large.— 
A Bruner k <dp«crtb«^, Ivioff tftwief ^i^Iangerous sickncjA? 
ao 1 Wougl^* by the force of to Uie brink of the 

gr.ivt* ; hv iV multitude of hk ^,tf» the borders of 
bed. in this dr'tdorab’e condhitjb* ff /kfre be ft menen^er 
nn itittTflrrft’r, me of a thoH'san>U to ihew unio 
mini h>s t thea he, if t^rncvms tm^o hm, (tnd wfh, 

drf'i r" him from ^ain^ doieii into the pit ,* I have found a 
Tunwm * . 

ff there he u'l'dt hiaPa mef fencer of rhe living GOD ; a 
fa)!’i»ul amJ'awnlur ot CllKiSi'^ who mav administer spi- 
ritual a»hKtancv to tiie prx>r a^'tcted crca'urr. — Aninterfirc- 
tir w,b<t knows liow to o}>en the tcripturos, ah \ nghtlv to 
divide the woril of truth. Who is a preacher of rigli^cous- 
ness, and can projicny a]»plv the word’»f j^uce.—ThK is 
rw^t'C very one’s toiler t; nor wiinm the compass </f cverv 

mtn's afiilitjcs.- He is one of a thousand, to whom 

GOU bath given the tongue of the learned ; enabling 
him to s|)»*alc a'4vord in season, and suit the eond t ion of 
each re9|K“itive parent.— 7o skmnnh man hm npruih/ntst >■ 
that !->, says Mr. U'cAiy, ** to cumvince turn ol GOD’a jus- 
** lice, in so punis.Vmg him.” 

But is this the initruciion, which such a distressed sutler* 
* cr w«ntb f Is the woid of reconciliation, which eVory true 
tuiuisur, in ancient tttne>i did preach, and in later tintes 
doosproachrf Or is there any necil of a choice iiistruttor— 
One skilled in the c.^unsel of GOD, to UNach what thd 
common dictates of reas ui dunonsirate ^ In this iirterjire- 
tatioo, 1 vail neither di cein the true critk, hur the clear 
icasiincr, IK . tlie MHtnd diviin;. 

>.01 the true ciitic, liewouM acknowlcdffbt that the 
antecedvnt iti th s s'lausc is cot kiOD, but ma* ‘I'o man 
therefun*, if we regard granauitical profKiety^ tbe pronoun 
1 ht< must be retcjrred. Not xiw dear rtumHr ; Iw would 
obscrte the emi^asi# %t^ the word //rh Implying mm 


* JSlI CkxSl S^, (if;. 
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diseot'erjr, ot fs<»iiae fa aoas<K|iteiMia t>f wtiJ^h, 

tJelijlraoce trail o% w^h h i» c»W''f- 

lerf. Can thii, ft m » canvicififm Gt>0’« 

jy^.tice, ?n wverfifv -«»M<ich lewt'wncKwie 

can I discern ii^Mak4 H*knftw> I'd tlS-ms 

o>n>><antly, that is ihe constwyenca of fha MfiHS! Vtf^s 
rightfoUhiu's*'. atonr. Which wntj^ ihiiintw) hi tlw wniK**, 
Incomes, tor the hie»»»etl yorpoae of jvjftificatiou unto H***, 
hh *. 

Ho that A'pasio seemn to have th i import of hw^'j * 2 ;**, 
and the scope f/t the cPatext, b'ithon hrs si te. And I may 
ventupc to add, Iw hns>lhe I'Onsolstarv j»etnus of the {»o>pef, 
set tnojc f>Je»d«ng h*p hw tnU'Pi'nHarion. It must 

):cj I both coM or^ort, to tell a poor svi •tcli, C'jRii to 
tlM' bed ot lHn«jui>‘nng'» and ahr n d jv’p 1 a >(»^*'tensJ'»ns of 
eternal senf'eani'** ; but roH 0 'i<t,f<irt mo-.t Ji yleW, to lefl 
si’CtJ a one, that he has de^uu* 1 .ill (h.s ni rv, and t'^jiiiiily 
j'iin‘sh*d. Whereas, to «»>t »r.» Jm n nt a nj;'neo.i>ne*>, sut* 
fa tent to do away all his ti|||M're'*.’')*w *, ajili^ie » t« recon- 
cile him, an 1 mni«^ hi a a‘*p‘ 1 >1"*, «*ren to t‘te s.t*»ttsn^ 
tJOO i sufiiciont to obtiin Iih dfliver.tnc' very ptohooly 
from d^.ii 1 , most assuredly from In 11 ; toi'. is a reviving te* 
port indeetl, Tnis will owko the uooes, vrn ch san and mi- 
aery hail brok m, to rejoice. 

Then, the sipuer ami r <e su^ rer, ptrendvo to this 5 1 * 
structiot}, and applying this ng iiv<>us ies>, ti 1 10 [virixiv r 
ot pardon. GOD, the ft)verm>'u l»Odi) '»} life and dea* 1 , 
is gractms UHto hm i unJ Mtfii, in t le q;reattie&i ot v s 
strength, as svell as in me fj|>ihpaxle of 1 is m rs », s, </ // , r 
P'Oj» i^iUrtsi doiVA cu*ni;>tioiJ, ns i pie l.,e 

of his thlivt, ranee Imm ths* pit of per it on. Foi I j.. e 
found a r^tiwin, t«atidacioruy to my law, and to my 

> g,'i*! i r , 7 rJI J {! ! ! S.?g3 C / 

* ^ illft fftvt Mr- c^f*4!v wtiiiMtel' r,f 

*» CH^itS j , 1*1 iiAd hy V i.t h vy« nca mwl«f * tf wifu <.< M Wr t v* i 

*< whef«* «M*r u.>r* ta.} Vrt thfef T^* *• w mi 

« tlwjictoArr wfhftJKitt W oftiy ttat » let. t i ,^na< ti v •* 

■w w dtolatJ »» fr 

*1 T'l^ht fit J^ad ttm kfpa^ ^(41 ’li sj >H A 0 0 *> u u w » J te ^ u - 

** to ttim*** 
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1 h<iv<r r^teived in of thin once obitox* 

i<>u«y no^ r<(;oniiWl t^<(no(;^ ssnf; > 

Hr fhall rti^h'e AVity^a,' /-« « V^UD^ nnd rtgh*r- 
futitt" f f.-*-T jK»u renic^ 1ft#- ft4i-c ) *ni n** 

Jl‘'bft*Lf ti*x con la im fa you, Uitit^ha word whioa 

is ttiflVr«*oi tb* expresdn u i*<l b» fhc 
V,4lmiki — B.m ie-i, bxva y^ui nt*»t «’>s*rvri <, ’J»4t ViW t tof- 
n woud the INit.nist, .nt> 4 ,>|)«re it taub 1 1 - 
gv : Ho had, in t it jin*Cv^euif»jj ver^s vU ji,i«od t te d-jt^a 
pf }ita^ U' M i; ani the gracvs al i Mt h <lhK»»s, 

T -e {.lefbou he de^inbeit, posuivic* d»«r 1ft, r, an i , ra 
tne t<»r nef, »'r» ■*»)', tare we, he s>vH re<.e ,e hnines^ 
'wheo he ha-> tt alrt,A'v, v«»i>ajl i»t>uU otr.vtn-v ; 

h >WvVef, It in^v suit M \Vr\le*, ♦ Uucv, ur .\l . H 
disign.— 'in th .s ilaua, tta \VangelU4l tno i o lou s 
Uimn ao^fuer pur itulur, votKii tiueis, as an esae ft ti la , 
into the t'liirat til >t a <; >/iii tiii.i, e.ei the rt^thoiMit s 
whth <s of ttliffi. Dcuuud h, tilC bieaal i, ilt o i u>u, a . 1 
ll e gilt ol riijaty ‘awiCii. ua«j luo, i.U ttie , 

nu'inonefl in tiie ci . e ot ttiPfhid'n, ^e uua.t r blj •,!» *r. 
'Unles!i iwe are tu nuoid wiiti tiH> passtpof*, tOe tvcuisti « r 
dooti never hn op t ' f i.i a iv —vit )i»u oa Iu le t.us jucu •- 
arit), the UOiikr pia u u veiy itn,)erUtr, a 1 1 « e piLiuie ex* 
tremcl) (Uhtuiit. >« auas, tiu^ h lUii tut iivi.saiii^ to ten, 
and gjvvs trur perhttiou tu bmti. 

An ojijio tr ot oui U,)RU> unpu'ed righteousncii, who 
had moie oisetetitin ur wore s»uoiiin> tuao Mr. tlVvir^, 
would have ar,j iwd tn thU manner. “ i ne t^nginal word, 
“ I 1 u>t eoiHes.s, uug’d to translated ghleouatas. 'Inis 
unuuubted y tnc pnncljih! a •(! Kadrifg ^i^mticattun of 
ii.e term. Uut Uun the etr uiflstuute* an i tne context 
" oblige us to underiitand it, inineiitoit'Htot mercy, oi ap d- 
*• less hoJiM sv, or ot an) imng else, mat ler^ea our por- 
“ p would b-' inorv nmool and mo epiausw./le, 

thougi) nut mote just and imlid, tuao your vrnjudem asKi- 

t(OII. < 

S fppose, we dtouW admit th» prctei^ee, what docs ti»e 
cruK gum 'hereby i Miat uc not uave rewou ie to uat ii>« 
ble uiiu cOiUtoriabte il<Kiru)e, tor wbicn >ve p^eu ti u 1 1 b 
word bc tratulaicu Mcn^^ «V4iy la utvre^ «avW,t (o buiMCtb i 



Is 5 t o*>t <>n *cti«w»t t#^r»g:l^e«««nw>ifriteirSUflEr*Y ? 

It Iw iuaAstcilpp^ntsu^ ] WhifWf « is 'j|ft)M(!ie»s 
tjibilQ to feli^lSvW I trf tftc witisUctisuti, 

wrlc bj the^f«n«t^i(Mi!)UJii1yr^Rm^eth what^vvt juu 
plifAstTv pravi^wi it s?i5v!p\i> tbe ulea «f favour v«uobsat<*4,or 
of I I'M: b ni'fitv Gonft rrod^ it rtiiirt termitMttft/sUH tern«natc, 
io that grand central jjntiit, tbe mcaniaUtH),'i%cvi)<tMv'e,anct 
tlcttihot 1\1M VNl’KU. ' ^ , 

ilipn iltn’l tif rrUit^mcH wlh Bitwhy isSi a 

to be tedeemed attvr scteftf j^un smneot ? Has bet {wnblv* 
mental*) influemc of’iiWii) mthe «,<>?'«; of her redemption? 
I) xrs uie punhojetw *af man pave tb; wty for trie salv iti m 
of GOD? Arcsmitcti to vvait tor pardon and rectnicilia- 
I iviu, till they hate been wwly punished? Tiis ii very 
discfuraging doctfine. Ami, blessed- b.* GOD. it U' absi* 
Juielv witiiout tuindation. 'rii go^pGsavS; to da^, ««» 
{/rtji, si.mcra, i/.venw// /tffrJi/y v,>t(:e, jfe s/tuU eidif* int« 
If ft. Y'xU mvd i.ot tarry, till you have been si'vrrew chas» 
tistfd ; but tills tnsta.il, believe in tlu* I/)RD J e-SUS, and 
} u shah be savul. Tbe LORD JliSUS has been wound* 
e i iiud bruised iu yout stvad. He has received all the 
pu nshiuent, whi h you have deserved. Yca,asarans.)<ner, 
nv nas pai I double, as a vicnin, lie his salKncd *, lor all 
jintr Sins — CiOsideniig these tiung*, I a.n still uisj^osed to 
abide by .hjium's pl.il. » a ui uUviouj inietpreta.i.Mi. Not 
to go out ui in* Ma.,i.i quest ot tiic pricking briar and 
gneviug ihir.u wuen I iiuet vtith roses and liuies m the 
Comiuoi. road. 

/» itte L-fHD t hnve ri»htfnmitffs. Th s will not satisfy 
eursmic. It mu^t b« tutougb tue LC?l<D.-»-\V'iiat pid* 
]»ig enticlsm IS this, cvi n m case it was frue, and answer* 
eJ some s{Mrcious end! bat it is by no mi'ans true, 'la 
hive tighieousnm ill the LORD, is aoundanily uure ex- 
pressive ot gioftoUv grace, than bittly t«J h.tvc righteousness 
taougk the LORD. Ad/e dmii' ^ tiUies and honort^ 
Urt/Ut,A Ahafueruft and his royai I^Qtir ; Kdlict^iud richea 
tniU iHmorss ta AtMicutm, as her fo^al husoaud. Uc by 
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being n couni- t, hl^‘ beii^; n Co^JiWrt. M jbe raost tneg* 

naoofttcb to'tiir Wfw*d, *, 

Wm «’bt«<.usu'’'*if s,K»li gwti? the 

lohrrU or imputed ? i>i rhu qjii< vi^j^O 4</ww ha* rppKed, 
iu a very exi>lKir u.alttwrr, pni^iatlnigMi,^ vi^h a ,iert»»ient 
extract k'^vi^lhshifpt UuH^ aod by cWmetHibg upon a mi,Ht 
important propii^xv at f$*t <»&• In bmh which, all human 
fightcou»niss IS set asllf, ami ‘)v»r pt-me is deiivM witim'v 
the glorious SllIt.OH*. Fr»»m him, who rmne 
ENrace h' the hlohl o‘‘hw ctoss, and who^c m ne is THE 
IPRiNCE OF PE\CE. Having this hcavenlv blesnng, 
^nd the right at tonivrring it, as the |»ccul»ar privilege, or 
unshared jireroc«»tive <»t h's crown, ^ 

Mr. WW< y pl> ,1 etl tu deny ihts doctrine, and to a-^so- 
ciite with tin* Papj'.ts t, m aatitbing our perce (and n our 
pea^, then our ssilv^ti >n) “ partly to inheut, partly, to ioj- 
^ Jibed rigbieou»i>os<,* — But dt*e^ our tium u dosrj ? lIi ar 
her own whTms. We do t.ot presume to to.n • to tln^ thy 
table, O uier< ittii LORO, trusting in am own rightcous- 
pcas i muv h tes> then wtH she dare to appnidclt Ins }u Ig- 
pient seat, irusttug ni any such thing.— D >es the apovtle 
M^O sof Ileie his ow'n piotestatJon. 7Aa/ f may be 
iouyd in tUHIS l\ nothovin^ mutenten ri^hteou*ne'^s,uttiik 
(s of tie la^o ; wnic.i tonsils ot my petsonal obethen 'e, 4 i»d 
Inherent hohues'i. But having thiji, as the sour o oi* my 
peace, and the '•trcngtli of my salvation, the rv^hteousnets 
which ii of CrOD b>} ]tiUh ; even that iin oiu civ tbJy precis 
pus rightcottsucss, w Inth GOD my S.iV10L/'K: wrought; 
gind which a siimcr hy faiih receives. — Out Mr. IVetley 
himself alw4)[sdo so? lart those hues bear witness, of 
winch neither the Poet, «of the divme^ need be 
ed. 


My teiysm my SON 

Sfi*S h<h«v(i^,hnnrr «.es*, 
And alt who fttiop t'al^utnt in«r ewn, 
bhiU ift his ti^rouiiwUappui. 
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Will r W^V> If**# <*!>*' 

/tffir Or, i$ w f| w?»r tr» »W« 

io a lisjfiirbB Vffli tr- ? 'that 

tihich V’nt' tv 44 »*>? o o ^<X) ]r<«ji 

tonMdufr, ab’^ttiiunii. 

W Kerens, that 'wbtcli tim «t Hue awt'ul moun^i^ 

ttjujkt Hot ur>(v b<* cx<e!knt, W »nwtbt» jrA^tv f xt ntaDa 

vAfttxtblc -*W, mv Miifet ffvn w*r»*Ku«4rt»«e#|i 

thn iWfrf « / /: f/M, M/«r tf //^v /ftrf*. 

O < thut s oil Miav riMura fit t^tbr brat ^e^lt^ll^^^ itti, and to 
jnnrhwth'vi f’ A«»d iW) btniificr cKpow yoyrtdf and yovk 
docirim', to bi* a iwe tv<«rd anwtnjf the peopw*. It job pet* 
»n suih paiiMbite ‘ibcnti4<tent«.‘'t, whocanfirbtarMlin^ 
Wict’ut taaiintt^ pfovcjib, ** a I'onbte-ttitndiJd ttun it b tst»* 
** bltf in ftl! hi^ ««»)*•''* 

U it hto I. A piwaijv fitn St. u innojactfdl, td 

luiijioit t‘i's v> 01 in CUftlsr diod for us Abd liren id 

•* UN, hi fhuf/ haie haUhmi in tht 4o\f if ,’*“-«■ 

lljat CiiKlbl <ikd f> t Us and ) us lo us, j u^dity ac* 
Koovsk'dj^f Bit vsberu do)ou uni .luv ot 1 1‘ Vjibtleit, 
fr Hi preiijisf s dta^riog yourtonduMon ? \ J )Un» 
taht-iu fOu qaytt hi't nn Such K>gk . llo nK'rcute ude* 
dutea tritnn a \ i ry dilfaieHt topic, You ,.ivl us a frag.nuit 
ot titc AposMe » words , why don’t you tv hbit liie gol f<»rl 
bawl com pi* te ^ Wi* b^'aH tlien qmkiy pcrcene, ih t it 
contains a more-swcut and saiutafj dra »g it, i li i you have 
provided fur our retr>.s’nuent. 

* Iferein tmt lote h nu/Ue fxrhef^ that toe ma^ have hold' 
trftr M the ia\f of jaipnenf Ai you ate fund or (.inicti* 


*pt> *t,& 


4 TliatMr '^dlry m^virntfar a(hftlki«*dtd retriS W^rr t wi*) l»yeyk 

(hr amdi li Utt \ifty ifttt< h ^ 10 mu44‘>cw «r t M r e /t to trat^;, 
1 d0 fftry wni\ <ih k to* l*J ' w», *n I Unm tif 

d r9 tft^fiicreu t» dre of a Dtt» 4 tir * (»«» 

0«w wmUi bf lha. 

Mtati ffM tto iaut^f M iht^ dr Aoni) ik t 
Aii4 Cud thiq^o cv«Y 


f i th 
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Upon ihc nri^'Tyi^ ic^ttWr^*s hjfre rmi wi^Jrf ha»# dont 
i* JastW *wd nblv. Here v<)o^fli{||^ h^e »?teitd and 
r fonwerf A«r ifaii!*l«f»<m i arWIe jodg^^wooW 

linve o^riDed '^'our «»»v»ce, t<» be 4ea«cWMlbl« aba importar.n 
GOD’a Im*, K celebfiteti with inimitable energy ani 
brautv in t le preceding verse ^ GOt>’s 1 *ve towards u$ is 
herein made perldit $ <h»s is ns grand and cr-iivning effect, 
|bat we«ii >uid have* nota^ ire hupc, but an unappalled 
bt'ldne>^ at the day of ju*lgmenr. 

As though he had said, GOlX has’ing rcconc'led us to 
Kmieh, Hv ths l4i»od ut bin SGN'— .having renciaevi \t<( afrcf 
h»» ott n image, bv his blesseuSPIK IT, tv*^(b mg o( CHRIST 
in jxur hi arts— having carried uv through ali Uk dangtrs of 
iile, and raid'd «ur biujics trnm the dust of death— he < r av is 
a id ttxnsummat*.*'. all these most indutgent a tsoi tii, grace, 
bv gii mg us an uhdauf ted and tWum])lUkt.r cf>nfidence at 
tlieday of unlvernal audit — According tw this inn r,*reiati- 
b'.* ) -ur iiwn text i> aganutt your opinion, an I refers tins 
jovful as>urantc, not to our l/>ve ot OOU, buf t » h's love 
tit us , ( ot to n herent rig icousness, bur to tree grace f . 

Jvwwii thus tra si ite» St. f*erer'*ft wordb : IT/to /twr ob- 
1 rnrd hL pyedouK faith in t‘ e rif^ttmsnfsn of our (JOl) 
anJ oar \ inoUR JilWii CHRIS I J. Mr. Wesktf 
gives ub to umlerstand, th it tiiW trauslati<m is wrong. It 
sh luld be iaith MruMg//— and rtol through the righteous. 
rC'.s, but thr/U'h the tnercy of our GOD and StsVI. 
OUR. 

Here, I cannot but observe j you abandon your favonrite 
comtnenrator Bea^ehui i ot whose merit and excellence 
y u speak so highN and so justly. He says, in his notes 
upon the place, the righteousness of GOD ourS.AVIOUR, 
is the nghnouiiness m CHRIST; tthuh taith apprehends, 
ai*d which ix oppuscd to a man a own nghteousuess.— 


4 Should It U (aid. in c»4 f^t} idVMi inlcrptiNi iht lirft |Mft of tlio tcxfthow wiU itcott* 
« Ilh «lMt ft ^ Vwldy ^>2 -^Avid iiWMiHft iliat iMf lb«i]l 

^sih iuch ho)idm.{a at ft'Ui hnB9 eiumat Wt lie to «t« m 

U Ihtsrid. Wt are atUt^ted Ku Siffltit ft ilintiliiMtfldtftii«ftftlk«U OiH 

i||dli9auUist^ideoHt)iiM wiittlittifte «4thftii^ « 


4 t t«i( t 1* 



fTMiHnaM 

Whft « fnore'soifari^At. • 

nmti nav* 

Ti> rtlifv the asij^Hirtn*’ y«H» t tw ♦»' mi 

a^ure tbrtn, that th^l fiihrrw ** bath ^ee nH p^P’ 

** hive MtthreoajMMSW** *®f CtltlfStf* vm* !»hi ''* ti l-JfhHt, 
alwT^f, hv which' tht |utti«e trf' (30U i» wtUfied.'^ if 
thon Mr* WWey W'ttatl t«C4>mik« 'Vlwt he^rltehh* huex<^* 
t» iiiory ft- tc"» with wh it he aiifttes > in hia »' i nadiftfri'*** f ^ 
on As.p»M'>. he m ut mintam, twt b^ the jf UOJ ' 
alone* ♦ ia justice w satt'-litnl* 

i S' ill not excl iin», on thjs,«c<;as»oo, a< vou l^as'e too free*. 
Iv and not verv leeh dt^nes m your i< t et to Mr, l„*iw 4 
Kxq ithe V>n«efise*|3'* But thw i may. vc.inire f»>»a » 
ccnir nucti »u* ditfoi t’‘‘n* ever know, hO ir ist« a ft lend. Of p3>. 
f liihuil a devotee ? Mole people are readv e lou.'h to e n • 
u.idkt otheis. But nn'ems alt suie to ih s j^entlema'a 
-whether it be another or hi toieil, m> i.iat he tnay bat wm,'*- 
tradi.'t. 

Pi rm t me, f-rr a m wno'mt, M*ri<ni>ly to espovulate the 
case Whv should vou be «> a.eerse to the ft jltts-ttuenew <<f 
our iiOD amt SWlOUli ? Wby ah<>ul.i you f4us»cfc ad 
lUeststres ^*f >ottf («arnint( and kuowl'd*^ , niy, tie cet»l 
to unwarrantable ctittMatna, and q ,itc unwon jv yoUr ^pe- 
rbr ahilniv's, in wdef t-j> cxclo.le tnjs iiost gl >r»o Is tru' i 
trxm the biblc ; i » order to ex er.ni ate t us mo 4 orecioi 9 
privilege trom the church ? Attempt, it yoa i iiiik pj 'pt >, 
to p!u<^ the sun tVom the fir.natn nt, to hi !e the iijjht Iro it 
our eyes, and withdra-v the atr r rOt mr 1 x u>s. B it d.> not 
athnopt to rub us ot what U t tr >ix i/tg; v s) ntnle t >an ad t <e e 
bleavings, by depriving us of thia wte>tt»iwole treasur*, tue 
tjghtcouawid of CtiRiaf.— Whicttr t>*;*ug a n^ht«s*a»ficsa 

X X 


♦ «f *• 4rj,girw. iiWndi istteaisfi-rtiHiiNf 

||r0Mrunif^aHi4*'Vs>ii»a^ * 4 H ««4ic<iu »v b*r tr *»* 

lit ^AwmfU «Ntt |h4 f«!fjtr«y84uu| fv«ct vrMf'n ira» y 

4iH[*fvcft, Km bptve tyo ItfsidiBkwy to uiHitlCdi 0 pmva^it 'rtrmm* tt i>ey 

dtonot illc i» jA Of 4 mtiiii; ^ * **^ MtV « Id a 4 u*v a gr 

jwtaifMtt j (ws iwwrwtol* sr«f «* w<*m ^ Mmih «»* au «y. 




]^\maculi»te, aH ^befure mt 

001}. ;«t)d bc'&itc wjlfMiit tpat aod bkniMii 

Iji' robva, rjh»ifH,ii^ 0e^fe thsiwi ilw tnjkntr$ <j$ tW 
|iHp)<?ndent haw, which » beaded the »kio> ot if^Oiukr 
ch»ud. 


'fhacln h wetted rjgfitfmtwmf <if OO/J— ** 00D*» 

rnelliKKi ol jmiiuing V»n«er|it** |hi»}otcrpret4tiui«>;* 
niyjincd, and fhjfi obkcUoo llwhujc. 

* We rvtabtibh llw law, as tfv« ex})dii,t Wf salvation, witbott^ 
6 f>ertecr conlonoity to it t— naii»eiy, hv CHRIS \\ *‘ Ijt 
«* not till* a mete qmbble V says «lf. WtfUp — Qalte Ui?’ 
revere. It is n*> low conceit* but an e^tew ling s *noa> and 
momentous truth. It is no pffly upQn the syrnd of word-*, 
hht cypresses a doiirme of great solidity, aud of the last 
importance. Tdl me, ye that cavil at this method o| esta- 
hUshiiig the law, by what other eanedieist you propose to 
dteci H ?— By your past conduct I That yi«i must acknovi- 
ledge, ha!> been more or |e« a yiohttiors oi the law,— By 
y»)urluture behaviour ^ Well, I wiB tiut. iu some 

tature ptriud, you reach the very summit «1 peric^-Uon. 
Siili tiiC law will have much to compUip, and will lay much 
to your charge. You have not magnified it by a wjly na- 
ture. You have not prevented it wdb tljc consummate 
jrigbtcousnc'.s or )our whole heart, and your whole coavtn- 
saiion. You have not begun, ino,n tlw verv tnumef^ uf 
your existence, and persevered iu this pertvet umhtrmUyv 
to the last breath he drew. In tins cuiW, either thakw 


n>us)t recede Iroin its mo>t righteous ueruands, and hie htf- 
mutable t>OD must com|)puiise nutters with hts creatures, 
vise you cAn tiever 'tuiet ixto hre. Unlm you resuoDuctt 
ail such tm|>x)teiU aiid arrogate uuhceits } .talk so 


^^C^S^jSSS ^tiiSSS55p?5E^ 

4 11,^ AtM tft ^ ufe v«Mf«K ^nh fls 1 ^ 

hli i mi i dm TkvH u \hf ^ k m tk te, U i 44k 

f^tltriuv Vi tkoi^reil BHa Wtt« MmmM 

wiofowsl., 





Ihos i»t Ml^lpr^’i4?lf^j»| MQ8t}ta0<^ st«nd|ij|^ 
■ofn^tttcaaswhis; w i * 

thai^ iWtosi v«n«r»bfer which* jfit w<4l «> wUh ^ 

d^iwe ftut*M)r, wrc U no vAbijkhilenim of i^hi^<l«»«ir h( chiit'^ 
mg.ir^A»»d d >e^i:^)i« «!i9d(ho^ of wricsuring the dfg’ni»|r ihe ^ 
htWjliittdrr tnr <rt|(!^nafl|i^ » dutihil (»h«*»fvftnce «!' ttt ’CO«l* 
tn^nds f If ^♦o^^^y^»i4bwWion dfftv^si ff »itt fhut welhknown 
te&t* fVit^mi hidh^n'^iofmaft ibaU fce tke A04A if 


— Telutn iinittkiiw iclu, , 

It thh be the mo>»t raJitmflJ, and the moH «ii«* wiy 9< pfft* * 
during the love <vt <?OU, wlticU is the very r^viife of trnc 
holmeyi, then your objecltmi recoils sttd f*Hs M|>*»n 
Itead ol )uur own catise.-^Can there be antwe 
a more enddni^ motive to love the tjORO my GOD, 
tlian a perstlOit^ ot hi« toedahle love to toe, to giving htl 
dear S<>!Sr, w to ialfil, «o to aatisty the law on my bdwif, 
tiwt I am thwsreby ddhveri*4 from ail mv offoices} a n vest* 
ed with a ixrfeet rightetvtisne^s , a id, on ttie foot o> ju»t{ce, 
aa well a$ mercy, itaoH entitjetl to rtemal litr ? 

*' 'Rjoo^h I bclkive, that CHRIST hatn /ovri and d/erf 
** for me, )et I would speak very ten lerly an I sptnngly of 
*• the former/*— How Widely then d<H‘» wmr pric«ice 
the «mostfe*s ? WtbtUm^ttad ibe^iihic bi&r 
looniideotiy and mcessantlv, in season, and out of aea!»on. 
No, s&}$ Mr ** we believt^ and theretorc weepe tk 

** tenderly and soattngly/*— It v^ believe, that CUXlIT 

has lived tor you^^«9a fuidikd aH in ynur 

% 


alllittftw naw^Air 

■iftjfitttKfuffniti Mwi givnM t(Mr (t^«p wftne^ iitW % W4f ihm! flutwt the wsM 0i, but 
fftttiiM w la nftttusfit 

vlI&Si>1 (|(dUi St ihtti|«illfiii« <4 tAUerittitnM Ai (icr^irnt^ 1 V 

way Ittg a»i»ral law he ««» (u^nDsrd for ua. 





surelv htin«W |fw Ijim ♦he4K»o(Ki,«*f,thi» vrofidei*- 
ftti hfttih au 4 tiing t4 

1 ) 1 * gcKWioet#. ♦< jfeflwli’ bp s*. i jgnr i 

•tul yfnt sh«n «pealc, that vouf»# tfmf l|>)!; aui 

|Mur LOKl>fna) hr' j^hif fied< ' ,* 

But )<>u ** ^ai* adtui W.hat? Wh^m 

jV -divine hoMnm feaw nane > An4 Hk divme 
•t‘p* none ? Art you then mtrfe deep^'a^htecl, tn r.hi»cern 
tliert distant evil*., than omniscience ^ Methink-, ( rv^wli 
»f)! i!a p (>pnktn titus, ur)p(i!> I had bppft vurcr t’‘an the 
SPlRrr ol ii N|nrat«fl» — Do )»ru not, fev Utews, iu^, and 
ItvOw (>U(h ap|>retin,u»ris, find lauli wi h +hr 
gr«rpel, in which this tightcousnij* t* imrle { ? R ve.d ■ !, 
AS it* tnoirt enuncnt aitic c, ants most dtvtmguitii.nig I’tvuii* 
Arity A doctnoe laughi, »in*! a blcWns; giaDtcti/an 1 Doth 
horn Iw-aven r Yei not tu to b.- djsjdayed, i..tul<.ticti. and 
ijisttted on'' what a rontpaiptihk idea ni .m ihts gucot 
«4J hoi) tcligiyii, and ol oor holy revciaiton, to an inq.iir- 
i.)g iiihdi 1 i 

** I would never rspeak of tlictn (thp active and passise 

righteousiu ss ot CIIRIST) sppa»atd).”i|r*'i hi*, insinuates, 
wiwi Asp4i-t'> di.sa\ ows j ami what you cannot hint, with- 
out apftarcnt iej'isticc to I is sentinventv— “ 1 would speak 
“ ot It (the toiiiier) as sparingly asdo the scriptures.” Hrre, 
ynu appeal to 'hti-v ssrmugs, which oiust either condemn 
jour conduct, or thyir own propnety. At your leisure con- 
k'der the case, and you will find the dilemma mtavoidablc. 
In the mean time, be so candid as lo read a short note, in*> 
fin ited in I luron aud A**pa^, Vol. ll. Page S»s, Where 
vou mav sec, that the sciipiurts are iar tcum speaking sjM)- 
rgl) on this point. It ts the r tavounut and fiMidamenUI 
top c. It runs through them, as a gotten wool through t 
w^rp ol Mivcr } or as the vimi blood through ibe aunnul 
Wfutture.— And whatever you, hnv^a^ by uithnhd ti» do, 
I twpe, m lover ol CUKtSl wiri he persoa nsd its aecreic 
tliUi mvaiuablc trutti ot ttie gosjuti. a truth akutk 

in a corner, or sp^ak only m a whisper? N » i let ua pfo* 
claim it upon tlie ho jae-topa ; auu wish, that ue joyiul 
auttud may reach the verj^ emu us pic . < 



Tin* t^|ht<vusnfssn^ 

tW*r <if;p#tw®rm »» tfertr 

< if^n. lilt *11^ « vfemr 6f lifntinff. ihir, ia 

*i>me { V>fr wi* M own. Th«tr wiwn» 

ytM o( jmputRtJw^ tlwttgh mx^^ci ^perwtiw. T >j» 
vm-tt, in nrderio ttfiike th« #e«ter»<» *p}je.ir abmH, Mr, 
ifr*%4ro!». But liiiliirthet Mjwh » pr^lclk:^^ be free fr/nx 
puUf , w what the ap>i*t}<i taiU twitan’Njf crtffums, let the 

I »'par‘i»» fea<lef.|ud{|e, 

ftf tlwrj^rase, aut!wi|tica*ied 

fl e Unqu^g-* Ilf iicwpfw , bft. fvtteV w«t«i i and in« 
tt nJute% atioiher, v»h<»«,tihb Vcommendwloo tw riw j>ob- 
J. »s, “Ji'iitM* ito.n ^fe* fi^V«/e»'r D* vw-if)? 

T‘Rm \e WiMalluw vnuatl prv>jer regard. Btt, beau« 

)mi t't m* froTi Mn pen* r«‘Wt 'no tivrehife rfis- 

pwte pr iprjt tv , ^nd '.u}n*i.t«»t tntt i * M ike ai» trtspjfud wri« 
f f irg w imnrpevUy, iia., jar wi'h hi u*df? IVu Ura'lier 
t > » olui i» tvr V HI I j d'ou ixr, mu tu lUju y >u came rcCdtUo 
nient cfi be •« gti iter iiaine> 

« Tie gitt 1)1 rightcoqi.ieHtor h ilhi"**' which GOD givet 
*• to and *i<orlv^ tn tticm,** Lt u* observe Ihe apostle’e 
ai Ti» and the {irotew ot hh reaumtug -—111* aim i* to illui- 
tratf uw ma.ipei oJ our justihvauon. For t»iis purijorf-, he 
Forii.s atot.ira^t l>ttweui4frfrt«’jftrantgreii!i«»n,and Cuaitr’s 
obedience -ir/uw’i »r 4 »»>gr»*».sum, winch he him elf com* 
mined, rums all thit spring hmu him. I hts n> ’be leadiC]^ 
propObitKMu Now, u theWred disputant knimato reason 
aLcuraieh, m to draw a couciusion justlv,;. die conciuiipa 
must be t > thw effect ; w» likewise Gi,iRl>r% obedience, 
wht h hchnimU pertoriowl, recoyeri,a}l who believe in 
him. '1 broagti Adam a disobeUienre, without tlie cotistder* 
Blum of their iiwiji nusdoingi, the twiner ore mode stiinei«. 
Itifiiugh CllRlSi ’» tdHdwncei Without the coustderatien 
lot tbeit own good quahues, the latter ate made rigttteous, 
Ibuugh 1 am tar, very fai troM dbesieemmg tiie hoimew 
Wfougid itt u»»yct whoi place has u here ? in the article of 
WiUheattoo h m utterly excluded. JU has no share in the 
accomplishment ot that gteat wudt i and every atientivo 
reaavf wui ace^ that it eutua noi luto the Ap<Mlc V proseiK' 


&» tlr l!Mfte» W^l$ht Im tl^ ik iprf reH^ m 

w i»e&ti« «f4 fftaotitit not m'stti $i^tcoass*^^, 

|iV iD«an» of to lmtitii!fifil« itot of *»-• 

TOfl «1) tii pro ’w of <300 «^'i^‘^|tH6ecl> not bv the 
<obe^ktKtf of ONE^ t}tm hf otvo; fevemlly oixjl c|)>* 
tiin«tiy» U eoettiWy, ftot rtol onljr t't a h 

w^ay oxpreM pMnagto oi th» i>ety chapiter, t «#kI» ** five-' 

» ty arttrritiye reader will see^— Sof(ie,'pe»h«|Mt nv>y «ay 
.fiathtfl «be««ive« » art thi» ii^h«tik f^ey/ryV qwn- 
Her ? ’'Ihe lotji# ^tami^tVe »* arguing which y<w 
Vlante in him ? To rrhteh itis iiHwerrd ; I am far from 
teattng my }><nnt itfxm this presumptive proot. It is not 
fbe pillar* w'hicb supports my caiiSe j hut only a teiKH)!)* 
mhich adorns ray ptilar. Howeacr, wss h aceompanied w iih 
no proofs* satisfactory to lowers ? it mu't to Mr. Wotjc), 
whom I fuppose one of the attentive n’adcrs, have the lorce 
iui demoAiaration. Hearhtr nwti wotd., i'* hts comment on 
ihw very pornw ot scripture. •* As the sb of Adam* 
♦t without the si>ui which We afterwards committed, brought 
•* us death ; so the nghtimusness hf ClIRfSt', without the 
•* ghod Wfilc , which we afterwards perform, brings us 
** tile f.”— It is a ngbteousnew, without the good wq^k, 
whicb «« afterwards perforin ; thcrefure* it is a righterais* 
ness, ncH origmatly out own, bpt another's. It is npt that, 
whkhGOD vi^orks tn us, hut raioe to it, and independent 
4MI It. If Aipasio had iuboiied an evidence* and put 
WOP^ into his month, he could hot have devised a more dt* 
met aud full conftrmation of htsdoctrmfi,lbaA tbisvobnteer 
witness deposeth* 1 thanic you. Sir, tor giving m<C so vahta* 
bte ah eaptanatwm ot the gift of righteouuiesi* and its hifs^ 
led eftects. I tliank yon fikewhe, ft» Urnishing Avfam 
ufkhiuintmrtiestididewebdfcathra, against the oh)ctit|ioiM 
bitheimthnr of t > 
'ihe obedience dk «h higfdy eWttdkd fliy ,the apoar 
tht, is CHIU^s aotual p^f^ance ut iW tiithn||r 

J ’'***■ 4 

i Itwi Mr. WlWr fynat to iiS«<M«toH «ti0i at 


tt>5» I'm ^«(r. I ♦KHi lud mt i»#ii f #i 

4|tmk>n» $m fUhteT'kv f tH I w<iu}d iHcf iihoul|( 

do ui>to n»r, l^jWi '0^ ym4 hr wy wn** or 

isfjM-' atutg «t d4>m*w 
tu^ruAl tiRsach dP t^«• bwt aotatw^U mu«% 

ih# law* i^hi ti« fdb* 
lt»4a|f he expl<itti« yip-iflK (htm be ^ihe bolb* 
nren^ bn im Vict wvd iKe gift < f rtghtcoUAoenr iftetfMir iht 
rkAtfVttsu^’ td OSM i H4 i>k4tmr pf OSB* Tin* figh** 
t^«)<»> we hive In ,J#J6 < URi^r mt UOmiiOt 
other !:» iflherem In bunwliiw JtMldicatrtH) K tub 
outme»k iR alone c^nttkirtent with free g*w«e $ ^usftfioMiiieii 
b'v any '’itliert U (owonvatent wHb i* tubvenive of It. 

' 7ha( ike tT§^(famm9f tf/ ike IfM m/ki i» fe^MMi m iw. 
That w, by oar rc(>fe«entfttive, ajshl in our inilMree«e 
Afttaztng I'* crka Mr. Unit whr wroizing f It 

not this tne common import vt the com rnm kcIkhm f 
Ub 90t you Mid I make iewt in and by our re|n%a«nta(kNMi 
in parltamenr? May not oKiy debtor^ wbm bto surety hat 
given ttdl saiHfoctloh tp the creditor* iay i I h^w sotMdcdl, 

I have paid* in me bondsman ? 

To bivhiidatr tins interiuetaiumi. ynt alledge ; that tht 
apoi^le is not bpeakmg fivre ul Jte (uorr of our jUjii(tSoa[<^ 
't tum* but the t'rmis ot h.” A.nuug ail l>>e exedHetit 
thihgji* yirhtch^ in yOur smdita and i i yuur traveU* you have 
ieaiem $ ybu nevi»r ti^* between siting «ml 

there U a wrde d&iierencf } Kever di4 I ftdet wills 
a, peimif lArbo mew d so tittaily tmj^attt d tht> veiy obvb 
otff Rutlit'^W'dii j we ntuMi takoymw words wiibottt proofs 
bull not wiliiuut ^*^{W «p<wUe }#> 

ifMli ug 9t tbf truk *' 1» idoob the %l6Hi«g of the Itw^ 
tM Ineni I rnis la dor Imtkne* I «f»pn4r«DHi||r. 

any tudh^ tbu^/was ^MHirtne.4 It it ^ 

cip«b # fiw ^ iddidd ther ^ 

pitlip^uadlil W tbo bull* ore ^neaco ot 

^ <4 odfipbn^ and* 

tthsiK^ot llory* ' 



nn^ 



witH the tue 

iifuMtte** <tra'uiu||* ** N«it h^t* t” Mr. Wrikf -«*1/H: 
us v.ien consider the aijtJ, and trace the {)r;»ur((‘^^ of the 
epni>He'$ wraanniog; He is cle.ir5ng «i> sndtkon^ifmtng that 
greet firiv lege «f the gosoel. i< m coerfme/jrtwwn h 
thm ^baf are m Cli&i V/. Tbit, y m Wfd a!t .w, 

is 'Ot t*^ fVu t ot juHtl€cati hi, hut justifita*i«»ti tt#dl^, At 
thi> wantii no ergunicrtt td ciMtfif'n tt» let us proceed in o a 
attenti >n to the !>acrc 1 writer. Tliere is no con-l^-ntTati n\ 
(n those, who are true belkvers in J^SUS CililHr.— 
Who, in consettof nee of thi, bcifef, with not after the 
Itut after t'v Ki*lUI I*. 

Perhaps some man will say ; H»»w can this be ? S’nce 
even true believer, fa l short. Nav, ihev ofTend ; and tin re* 
fore must be hable to the curve — For this rtiSa hi, thee an* 
dfdivers'n trom eoedemnati hi i betause /he iSio of the SFF 
Ml f<}/ b'fe m CHillS T JESUd, that ne w tlkpensation.in* 
tfodaced in the room of tiie old law, pr uniaev the {mviiegc 
nf pardon, and the gift of the SPiEd*, in which things ihc 
Vlue life and red ha)ii>mess of mankind consist. PniniWc 
Iboth lr**cly» vrithKiut any works, purclv on account ot the 
righteousnevv whicn is in CUKteT And herebv, 

this new, graciou*, blessed dispensation, lu/b maile me tree 
ftom the low ; which c*>nvinced me of stn i condemuedme 
for sin i and imund roe over unto death. 

'fhese are glad tidings, doubtless, fhit are they not at* 
tended with two Inconveniences ? l^ies not this |>n9iQe<lute 
deprive the law of its due lionor, mud screen theaimw%ftoni 
bis deserved punishment ?— B/ no means. For /hot ivfticA 
ttm ua tibsolufe mfiombbiil^ of the atddCnoto of 

the fttie, and the weakneee of kuma» mture* GO&, to >wbi{|Mi» 
nothing is impossiolc, bat mcwt JWtmdeifijdlyi aremm^sed *— 
3#y yend/Vtg bfs own in tht Ukm^ts w Jkidif to 
bve among smiiensi to come under their ’ohlifAtlonk j and 

S irtbrm the ubediertee demanded froio tiieni, Bv iiendtKg 
m also to be a sacriftce tor^ ^ to be uhtrged with its 
g».ih, and undergo its punidimw. Br tJik grand «xp|t<iU 
entji He has^irovtdcd ft^rdto bemor and perteur aecoii^bdk* 
ment of the Jaw, lie has aisib^ «nhd^tajtod and 





$\ 1, with l*(ft mm lewitv* And b .th th«e in the d ‘4*1 } 
h that vmf naffuw?, wrhfi.h n«» fuih\, dbabled, iisad 

Shoo’d tnn farther a$k * wherefore i$ ah th s ? To Uf 
the tea tKmdatimn m make the most compfetc pMvisirm, 
i'>F oiT jy ti^cmwm. 1 hat the tighteixtanes^ of the l.\w, 
bmti m riij;hte**UH reiitei ce and harigtlcOuspTwcepts, what* 
ex er either ot »ud rnj^ ortif obe'Jence it retjuirvd froui 
turs^jre^x'KTs, being in CllRJSr mi^ht in* fuhitkd 

in M*. As n was all {Ume in »«u«' naim* » ind at he and \v* 
are one One >'i civii estimation, tor he » oir rcprewntji- 
U e* One in legal eatirfiatioti, hir he it oor suieiv. On© 
ill a tial t sM naiiiin, tor he is cur briticyr (oni. F )r which 
cau»e, hin Ti4t)teou!i acts are ojr», at d t«i> atoning Jeadi is 
ours 

'I’hrre w^s a time, when you enlhrsced tSc^ s«nti n^'iits. 
W 'icn \ou had muK xiecis of thinga. WKm »u 'h langtnge 
c » me oof i»l V our mouth. Whuh exen now stdiidi, u(>ort 
r •c'lrd, 'UKter vour own hand S'cvour “ l*fUKi,>hr^ o( ft 
** Mtihodiftt." It sou hate fnrgntieu tlwm, permit me to 
remind yoa of them '* Cl IRIS I, v«»u sae, is now the 
*' righieousiu ss 01 all tliem, that trutr b iieve in him. Ilia 
*• loi tliem paid t'le tananro h*' i is death s he tor t.Ktn ful* 
“ filled t e law in his liU. ba t .at now, m hin and be 
«* him, eveiy behever may be tailed a tuirukr < 1 1 c law,’'' 
—Since you prunounte mv sense ol the \pustle% words 
unnatuial, I a lopt, I cvpoj e ymirs*. An i *o moth the 
morereadU}, as u wilt pu.ezle sagacity itswif, to dMutt at 
dillerenee l>et s een thf*ni ^ 

Strange t 'Fhat a msn ^>f orlinary disternnient ; should 
offer to intrude upon the pub! , suth n mnltituxle of nake \ 
utisU{i^>orted, magiirferta) asaettion* * S,u»md x-ser be able to 
persuade hunacJf, tUat a positive air will pass 1 tt a dcmuii 
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strAtiont or fopplf lltf {»Wo ofargoweniJ If rWs|f Wde- 
mooatrate^ if thu b$ to eoofiite, ttie kl«ot !<» as ca^abte of 
both, AS the ph»k>soph«r.»«May I not cry our, in your own 
!)traitt ? O bow <kep an aversion to the Imputed nghfeoue* 
ne*a of CIIRIST, does thw Armlman eehrme dwcow I-* 
Since it will make a nwn ghinaay, when Iw knows not whj ,1 
or wherefore. 

$r. Paul dcda^es^ that ^ €k»dtlh» who followed not 
tet* righteousnes’*, harl attorned unto nghteoumesa. 
which Aapasioi observes, that the righteousness, here men* 
tioneii> could not be any fwrsonal righteousness. To wh'ch 
Mr. Wesley icplies, ** {t was.” And to render tius reply 
quite irresistible, a perlect thunderbolt m argumenuii'm j 
lie adds, “ Certainly it was.”->How Sir t Did they attain 
personal r'ghteouhucss without seeking after it ? Are ym 
oecoming a OlvipUt ? You tliat had rather be an Atheist ? 
Could the zealot of Ceueea go greater lengths f Aspavlo 
will not denv, that these tiSentiles were saoctiSed, as well 
a$ justified, but he will venture to alBriu. that no degiw of 
smictificattoa can make the persons righteous, who ate once 
become sinners. CURISF, like E^^ah, first oasts 1n$ maiv 
tie osiJr them j and tlwii, like RHsha, th^ forsake all, and 
follow him. 

The rigi»teouanei.s, wl.iuitbe Cent»!*s attained, could ncy 
be a pcisonal nghfeousness, « C^ertamlv it was.” iben 
it was the righteuusnesb of the law. Whereas, their righ- 
teousness consisted in beKevmg, eoCnrdmg to iV Apostle’s 
own cKplanation. With the heart wan helievetir wwo 
righteuusncas. — ^’Ihet^ « was the richteousneu iaf rnan. 
Peraon.al rlghteousmss and implanicd holiness in ifie 
scripture*!, under that 'kmumtniiti m. Wbermw. yhiim En- 
tiles submnted thenuclves to tlie nghtecawcMC^s CrOD,*-* 
Jf, what these (JenbUt mtained, had beeoar pcfsontfHl!^^ 
busnes", it wou^t have been nu <tumblmg«b}ock to the Jevi*a. 
Even they would have fallc® m with fudiA sytdeim 
gton, as should ascribe nghieouvima ttad s«fvafi*am to fheif 
^wn dmics a»i tlsc^r own deeds. * * 

¥ You 48 > h « -w unphinte^ as well as hnipated.” — tfere 
then, you acknowledge an bnaputed alghtetftwnesa. Yob 
yottttolf ttto the plrase. Ymi afiirm k to last if ««t fta 
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Iw'l i>fi*n of «hi? mtfidt wheja fwi began your letter* Inioa 
you wtoal^ not have ccKijured me, by aii that ts meiablo 
and! impoftarn^ to (Hlsatiitimte an espreeabn* which ocm^ 
vera-^vour owft^the aoostie'a ineaoioe~»and dm meaning 
of the NOLV WOsilV 

You join imputeci and imputed righieciwnesa. So, -in 
cwvt tijis addrew to yoimtelf «Wtid pm through-the Primer’s 
hand, vrotd'l I ]t«n n ha»d$o«ie type and pertinent reason- 
ing. Yet i a|>preimnd, when you ait down to ejtaroine the 
essay, yo.i will regard onJr Utc Utrer,-t*What you associate, 
you asMcUt<r properly, The tSfait is the trunk, tlie last » 
one of the bratiuhes, which apring from it. But the apos- 
tle seems, in the pla^ bet ire ut, to be eotistdering the frri»r 
only. 'I'ne last he reserves, lor some future occaMoa.-— I|e 
H 4>^akmg of the righteousness, by which we un* saved }’• 
and that is solely the jm}»utcd righteousimssofCHlillSr.— 
lie h Sjieaking of the righteoumess, which was an eye-sore 
and an ofionce to tl\e seit coni?eited Jsiv^ .-an-l tins was only 
the imputed righteousnew of CHRIS 1*.— He is speakinguf 
a righteousness, contradistinguished to that righteou^neta* 
wbteh IS dcsrrtbed by ke lh«t dot'fli tke^e ihinfs ; and Ihi* 
<}an be nothing else, but the imputed right •■'hj menu of 
CHRIS r.'—rherefore, though love of (JOH, and c >nf>r- 
mity to his image •, th<>Uj^) the pure he’irt, and the devout 
auction i arc the inseparable conconiitants, or rather lit ; 
Henuine produce, ot imputed righlwrsnesi ; yet here they 
cotnc|H»i under conskimtion. To trree tnem into tii's 
passage, IS to make them appear rmt of dtte seas' »n. Such 
an et^poaktoo, mayjbt^i^alc n sseaious odi :io<isnc>S not a 
distwftsiahikig jut^m Bueauve, it contounrU the order 
of the apostle’s plan ; it defeat! the doign nt hU urg imtm:, 
i(,U does Dot intftiW'e seff-Caotrudiction into hts argu- 

datm llwfjrentiles, at thejormr 
a(aii4atter Toi’iem w*s fulhded the 

Word sfMtfcen tl^propbet haiah g ki th^skm fw*tr4o ttn 
r^biaim^, Ac 'the earth dn^ndereth not the rant g has 
not least ieflaeace^lp fotmmgi or the least agency, to 
procDuriog, thejefretbmg sliotmetli hot only rccciveth them/ 
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tis the jTiCfc providence }- 60 the •<' Ir'^ntUei t^d 
fbe le^it ioSuence in effecting* nor »i>e k*a.i a^ericy in o? - 
jCurW. this?ialneouknc6S.— 'Vhen the good newt <pne 
to tHvir li-rritwies, they where toiallv <ie.’dtute o|, U ^ they 
Were utwrlv unconcerned about ii ; they |inei*i:, -^otUnig at 
aU concerning in But sivi-glt rewaW.in tl»e gc«s.t)ei ; 
scein" ir dinpiaved, as the-workof GOD, and bearing tt 
ofterc'k, as the g'tft of GOl) •, th^^y were not dtsobedtehr lo 
the heavenly invitation. , They btsHcvcd the report i tnt.y 
accepted the blessing t and relied upon it, for I re and »:l- 
vatlon.— 1 hen, *ts the rant emia^ ^ 

‘ heaven* rdiirncth wt ikilker asn’tt bvf imfnvih t.w 

md maketh H bHu^.mk b td ,• tkal it ».-/« ii>ve / . 

'■ w,on</ bftMd to (he ^*tter :^h}. hum- .aole :t- : 
tjcinft admitted into the snul. CHRbl «r.d ht> rtjiht. - . -■ 
ness beirtg received to dwell in tin. hearr * ; an tn« po , .s 
of tntclleLUial nature, or what hf. J*aat eatis (uc rnwr 
are exhilarated, (j iickened, and Iruttibed. they buu ..s 
’ the rOi.e, and blossom as me hly ; they br-ng tnrth the truns 
,«f inward love, ot outward oMicticc, ol universal goun- 

‘*f(jrt!teirtic(iptti>t r^hfeou>nesf^ in the righteousness of 

CllKlbl', “ Vas their ever 6uvh a .comment bdore r 

May 1 not answer, in your ow'a words; was ttierc cvcj 
such a method of confutation used before f— Bat ) ou had ; 

"JThc idain meaning hjnr iraitm^ m tn liolnie^s of luMri 
“ and of rife.’* I wish, you haa thought of inttudunng 
this interpretation, by the Allowing ohori prefat e, “ I t . r 
‘‘ it for craiited.” Tou would then have been sure ot s > 
ing o«f truth.— But it this does not appear, jdain C. me. 
ytm sec it did not to dspttiiti, metbitJs, ypu .*h,ouht lend mt 
(our socctacles, or favour rac Vfitb your reasons. 

He 'shaU ,;owim Ike mat'd, of rigfUeotmms^** i am 
** not A but innocent Aud itolVi i’low B4t '^lud 

wjuim: is this cxt>odu..n! i.othtng can !??y 

' iasic.’*r‘“ iiMificcut and b<dy Ih l^.tius a l 
! coacetning the most f^orabic and 
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S0\ Of GOD ? D H*s this coroe ar> to the incontf fvable 
4jfH-s]serson, t.nd the immenselv glorious {ferfectloti 
nf Ins work' li this sutHi'ienf to com'ort tlie cousnentre, 
sminen with a sense ol moit dan.nahlc guilt, and alartrted 
flw5 terrors of eternal vengeance? 

Ihe whole daus** contains a jtUtform or summaiy ot 
cv .insdica) tnrth. Of that aUiJtjportant truth, ohichmi- 
ri ere lv» teach and j.»Te.tch ; w hich the HOLY SPIRI V 
tvi’l own and acfconipany with his indoence} and which is 
ihcidiv rntlo the povvt r ot C»Ol) to the Stilvation of the 
Ik oit :•> 11 * ih. it I onviuce the worldsa/ stv ; of the guilty 

iii n»v wit t* *, i; lu vJiich ai) mankind are plungt^d by 
1 . 1 x 1 - , ^ I I'l vsiiidt every i .dividutl pefs*m continues, so 
* ' (Ic^ntute ot a interest in CHRIS f { so bne 

* t ti itevcM not n HIM, vviho diid upon rlic rrmss, #na 
, ijtiue P* ti) 1 M'Hi.K—O* • he shill rc« 

v<*al the Ul'DKbMLR's nvot perfect and magnificent righ* 
IvouMirss i>t then It-.irt-., I'tut righteousness, whkluimis- 
1. 1 tue juauc ol i!o* MOSr'HKtH, siud brtikgs coitpleto 
rcoi'ijiption to iraiisgressurs. I'estitviitr, not birely ilittins 
i 1 i..» ‘lit, sKh was Jdnnin pandi**. not haiciy that he 
j, holv, s'jth arc oitgels in neivcn: shall tiw eternal CRK- 
AiOK, even liter lus tiuini'H’iun un'o death, have no 
]i ; e! a tcsMinno, than a set ot mere creatures? Yes, 
veruv , the H )L\ OHO'vt* will toiivince the worivl, tlut 
CHRiSr*- Ti^uicouMiess Is tie* giand and capital blessing, 
\»t'i ii til • pivtpltcts ti^.miil I j and wliich not only lultills, 
lilt ''i.t^mnes t'u* la.v. 'Iliai It is the righteousness, the 
vetv rij it'‘ous, t'SH ot the tnciirnate JKllOV^AH t and 
1 v.el <(. rer-uers every soui, to whom it is ImptUeJ, uu- 
btanie,ibie, onroprovable, complete. Glorious this ! 
worthy to be the object ol the alnaighty COMl'OR TEK's 
agent y ! in perhwming which, he administers sirong oonso* 
Uuon -^'lheo hetdmU convince ot Snail coii- 

dctnii and cast out the prince of this wofKl, introducing a 
AtOki hajtpy citangc into the iu art and hie. S tali begin ahd 
carry on tlteswom nr gface, sartcttiicatiotT, obeuaiuce. aVnd 
ail, toMUgh the joytui irttowiedge, together wub the person* 
ai 8pprop«i4tU>ti* ot titia iasMtymg ngiucoukocsi. 
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That toe might fc ptade the righteouviess of GOD jh km, 
Whidii camnolf l)tf iotiinsJcsIly, but murt be imputativcljr.'— 
tint ibterp(<eration Atfiash r<!tablUhe», att«Mnpt$ at least t.> 
MlabUshy Kom the teaour of the context •, from the apostle's 
antithesis ; and from Mr^eral venerable oantes. But what 
ai» alt these to Mr. WeH»f f No more than the artow oiid 
the Spear to Leviathtm, Na), not &*> much. That scaly 
monster esieemeih irou os straw, apd kiass as rodeo nmd. 
But Mr. Wesley, cased in hisuwnseif>8ufhcie(icy,e&teen)eth 
all the ahjrementionedv evidences, ^5 nieie n;thitii;5. lie 
totally clhregards them. Reason, graminrir, precedents, are 
eclipsed by his bare negative ; and vauish into an uuignjfi- 
-cancy, not worthy of notice. 

WJtcn Atpasio, supported by such great autliorlt.^s, s.ivs, 
this cannot be iotrinsicallv, b a must be i:nputa»i\elv, Mr. 
Westfji, supported by his greater self, re j. lies, *' Both the 
** one and the other." — Bat does he duly advert to the 
Hustle’s subject, or fdlow tlw clue of the context ? Ihe 
#td^ert is wiccmciliation to GO|>, justification before GOD, 
irtr M/t<, whateser it be, which is implied in not imputing 
trespasses. The ewfeay intimates, that intiiiMc holiness is 
ilot yet taken bio cnnsideralbn, butisrcscived for the 
»»eKt chaptef. 'ibere the ap«istle exliorts the CmHlhiam, 
swC fo rwrter <Ar> iufimtfly ridi grace of free justification, 
fM rain ; Imt to shew its elhcacy, to slicw i , excellency, 
and recommend it to the unbehet ing w or.*d, by a» «a- 
blanteable conversation, ^»V<V«; no qf\>uc in anji thing. 

JuMtfiiation then H the only povut, which the apostle. 
In this passage, considers; andjuNtifuation is the frtwt ot 
imputed rjghteousoew solely, not of Inherent righwouauess 
in rmy degree. 'Ihts we moht allow, unless we pr^r 
the impositions of 7 wut, before the canlesMon of our 
Chureh. ^ '• Faitit eays utdo us, it U not 1 that tiaKe away 
“ your sins, but CHRIST only j and to him oafy i send 

you for that purpose, fortakieg thereirt atl your giood 
*’ words, fhougius, and snorks, and only putting youf 
* \rm in CWRlSr.” Ilhus «p<^ and <bi» teaebpa #tir 
teformed Ciwrcii.-„“ If any one aay, that man 4s jnstHied 
** only by the impitfMtoo CtiRlST’a rtgiie^tmiaciiMi^ <ff 

fltily ^ ihe reaaasioa of stnst w.Uhont the 
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** of grace and hole lOYe, let kSxtt be bccuiI^ *,* 

Thus dogmatizes, and thus anathematizes, that inoHier •df 
faKhoods.-r-Choose now your side. For my f>art, fiBW 
nounce and abjure the proud arwi iniquitous decree. If 
you persist b yowr present opir.wn, there will be an apfsi* 
rent baimony between yourstlf and Hornet but an essential 
difference between yourself and Jfptisfo. 

“ GOD fhrou^h hm. first oecotintSt and then makes tti 
“ righteous.” flow ? Does GOD account us righteous, 
before he makes us so ^ Then is judgment is not accordiitjg 
to truth. 'ITtcu he reckons us to be righteous, when wfit 
are realfv otherwise. Is not this the language of your doc- 
.nnc ? 'I'liis the un» voidable consequence of your iiption ? 
Dut.how harsh, if nv*t horrid, does tf soitnd in evtTy ear ? 
Is not dtis absolute!* jrnvont ileabic with our ideas of thtf 
supreme BEIKG, and equally tncornpariblc with the dic- 
tates ot scripture ? 'ritfre we are taught that ODD 
e/4 /‘/rer/aijod/^.— Mark the words. The imgod^ are tlws 
oUfcctb ur tlie divine iustificati >n. But can he acc<>unr IhB 
ungodly’ righteous ? impossible l^-llow then dow Ik* act h 
He first makes fhera righteous •)•. — After what m.innet f 
Bv imputing to thim the righteousness of his dear SQM.— 
Idreit iw prorfOunces them righteous, and most truly, ilb 
treats them ai* rl’hteot IS, rmd most ju''tly. In short, thed 
he absolves theiu from guilt ; ad>)ptti them for his childrcnt 
and makes tfheni heirs of his eter».ii kingdom, — In thegrani 
tran«aetioo, thus regulated, mercy and truth meet together. 
All proceeds in die most harmonious aiul beautiful consiv 
tetio^, ^idi the several attributes of GOD \ with his whuia 
reVeakd will t aud with all his righteous Jaw. 

The rt^ieotknett • hick ts of OOD bp faitht is btult 
mjmt^ Sud inherent "—Wien it is like |ijtcrwenfKig 
IhStfRitutd themotkry n.ititure, forbidden to {be 
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Israelitt'^. Or rather, Hke weav in a ti re m uf ihe finett 
g'>Jd, with a hempen cor I, or a sphlorN weh. — I he ri?hto«* 
oiib,ne« wiiith >« ot (iOl), i» ()erh ct, con unimate, evr rl i-t- 
in*. Not so inherent r);;t<t'‘oii>ncs , your own lielf bertg- 
judge, a d ^oorown pen bung — tn the n''hre(it»'»- 

ne.s't wl Kh is of GOI) t’.* jpostK’ d'^ires to in* n, .nd, be- 
fore the great and tirtilra* iribupal rjf t le LOR’). II s 
<>wn riglitcousneS', or the ngh^'oini.e > v\hi '< i*. uihcrent, 
he oh.iitdoi.s, us aby luttly irn; Oiper lor ti i> gtr*,tt pmoo-e. 
Hcing no m rc fittul t<< give bmi b >1 lues, at‘h, div.if 
jUSammL dian dung a.ul nitn arc hr to ftrofluce a yr^r to 
with I leclit and dig iity.to couit.- 'I'he r'.gh'couMi' who t 
is of CjOD, IS i id.novu) to i» .t on ; is tevsti'i d trint b^ i- 
Vi nr and vsithont thewak, or the law. Wi.irs'as, the 
nglitto isnci. i iherctjt, i» (!\,e wrrabU* by reasr'ii ; was 
known to tht Ihatheiih; ai> 1 i u'sKr in a conforautv of 
1 oatt and ble t » the prec ‘pis ol lue 1 iw. — Hv th- latter, e.o 
act, v\c obey, and < Ifer our spiijrual sicnnces to G 
Jiv the iormcf, v'c work nothin j ; vte render nothing unto 
GOD ; bill only leccive ot bi . grate. 

They aie, thtufoie, rot the staoie, but totally distinct. 
'I'o blend and lonfoiind them, betrays unskiltulness in t .e 
w'oid (il lightiousne^s , deiogutes lr»‘m the honor ot CHsist, 
and lends toiheiU'i a legal frame, or vxhat the scripture 
tails, 1 / i/r hi of bontUi^r -- Il jou would approv > yourselt a 
woiktnan, tint need nut be a iiamed, rightly dividing llte 
word of trull'., thus you should jovi sp«.tk, and thus vou 
should writer the iigliteouhness ol GOD is always impu- 
ted. ihit being ‘iiiputfd, it produces the lighteouboess in* 
heteni. IJ.ing jusiillt d by the form r, saved trora hell, and 
rendered meet t. r heaven ; we ar*' sanctified also, and dis- 
posed to love the LORD, who has dealt so bountifully with 
us. And it to love, then to w'orahiphim ; to serve hitn s to 
imitate I'lm. 

My f .ith fixes on both the mortforiouf life and afenhtg 
dtalU otCilRlsr. “ Here wc clearly agree/*— How can 
you clearly agree, either with Aspasio, or with yourself % or 
vvith toaimon scr.se >- How with Aspasio f Since you 
ipiestion, in direct contraieiy to his sentiments, ^;hetherthe 
death ot CilKlSV be not the svuolc ot what St, Paul stiles 



_ HUT. 

'J ' ' 

ffte ohdknre of ONE. — How with.fjowm//’^ For. did you 
iior deijlaro, n little while ago, thatfiill<*n tfcan ” is not just?- 
tied bv pertiuct obedience ?*’ Is not CHRIST’S nieTitbtt»> 
ous life peysVct obedience ? It yoor faith fixes on this perfect 
obedience, it :it..i^ tpr the purpose ot justificatiotv? — Hbw- 
wlth comma Since you suppose, that the “ scripture 

“ ns fi ,H*»' the whole of our salvation to the deatli of 
‘‘ CIlRtST,’^ so entirely ascribes it to the death of Christ, 
thm “ there was no need of his fulfilling the moral law, in 
“ ordt r to purchase redemption for us what reason, or 
shadow ot reaMui can you have, to fix u)) 'ii what ice call 
tile merit ot his life ?— -It, what you sup-iose an ! atfirm, be 
true, Hieri* was no kind ot meritorious oftkacy in his litir. 

I li^ liie, and all his labours, w'cre, in this respect, a meie 
suiuitioitv. S'hatiou might have been' obtained, aiul re- 
(I- m;Uion jiurcinised. without their concurreuce. 'Mieretorc, 
t'- Six upon ihnn, is 1 1 fix upon a phaufom, and to rest yOur 
hopes upon (/ f/iinj of nought 

Hut ^tay. .Am I not repeating t'le misconduct, which 
pi-'-vcit -so t.ital t i the famous Earl ot H’arwicli and his for* 
cvsr A’, the battle oi ^iadmore^ while the scale of victory 
liung in suspense, tla'y.saw a considerable body of troops 
advancing. Sjpposing4hem to be enemies, the bowmen 
made a gener;*! disf liarge, and galled them with their 
arrows. But they soon perceived their mis'ake ; that they 
had been opposif.g their irien'is, and annoying their allies. 
Perhap.s, by this time, you arc become my ally. You may 
have seen y<»ur errors ; may have corrected your notions ; 
Baying, in ratification of both, “ wc agree,’! 

That is, “ 1 would no longer ex .lude the meritonous 
** obedience of CHRIS T. But this, together titritb his aton- 
** ing death, I look upon as Vtc only cau-ic of my justifica> 
** tion.— -This I call his righteousness j and this, being im* 
“ puted to me, becomes my pie.i, my portion, and rational 
“ tbundat'onior my everlasting teik.tv. —This I receive by 
** taith. Wbich 1 now look upon, not as constituting any 
part of my recommendation, but only as receptive of the 
** tulfie&s, laid up lor me in CHRlb t. — Though the law off 
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“ works*8aith, do and live ; I am now made sensible, th'St 
** the law ot‘ laith says, be verily persuaded, that CHRIST 
“ is snificient ft>r thy acceptance, without any doing 'of thy 
“ own at all, — Since CHRIS I’ is given to me, m the sacred 
record,^ given lo me, as a sinner, to be^ received, with 
** out any conditions, 1 joytully accejrt the gift. I am sa- 
tisfied with his doing and 8 itFering. They are divinely 
“ excellent, and infinitely suHicient. I neither wish for, 
nor think '){, any thing mote, to obtain my complete sal- 
** vation.-- rills way of salvation effectually excludes boust- 
** ing; and, at t!ic same time, produces those desirable 
“ cliect'. —that love of GDI) i that delight in his perfecti* 
♦* ons; tliat conlortnity to his willj which theLwuf works 
“ retjiiins in vain.” 

It i;iis IS what you mean, by “ we agree,” 1 would seal 
oiul ratify the agreement, >.vitii the last w i»li, and the last 
word), of tiic celebrated father /■'t/w/, Eslo pcrpctiia. Re 
this tiie case, and you shall liave, nut only the right hand 
ot fellowship, but tlie rignt Itand ot pre-eminence. — Only I 
crave one favour in return. Dismiss those injurious insinua- 
tions, which cauac your rvijders to suspect, that Aipasut 
considers the meritorious life of ClIRls T, sep irate tro.ii ms 
atoning death. Whered.-, he alUrms tliem to be inseparable 
like the correspondence ot motion between the two eyes. 
'I'ry, It you can make one of your eyes move to the right, 
wtiilc the otiier wheels off to the left. When you have 
done this, then, uud not till then, may you have some rea- 
sonahlc pretence t^r these your suggesttons. 

AUs! idutntu ih' i/a.' ui'Ciili ! 1 find ray hopes were too 
sanguine. W c arc not cu.iic to the desired coalition. In 
t I S very pw«ijir.ipn^ you uegin to fly off. By talking of 
imputeU tighicous.ics'v, you icii us, “ we are exposed to an 
** c.vcccdiug gicot iitiz.iiii ; even the hazard ut living and 
“ oy tiig w.inuut nuinics.s.* — Piay, bir, ii.ive you seen a lit- 
tle pKce, WiHit5:ii Up n uiissuojcctuy tneRcv„Mr. Wuher- 
t/woH / Ii you nave tiot^ let me recummend it to your peru* 
i.i case yo ar ignorant ut Mat powettul inOuence, 
wnich justuicaiio.i tiiuju^n ine r.giueousiiess ot CHRiSi', 
.has up'iu »a; ctiiicaao.. and true h.i>.ness, tro ii this treat.se 
utay icaiii so.uc valuable ktiowicuge. lu case the au- 
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thor of this treatise is mistaken, in maintaining; the indiaso* 
luble connection oiju$ii6ca(ion with true godliness j and 
the never-tailing efficacy of the REDEEM Kll’s lighieoys* 
ness, to bring forth willing obedience in the believer j vou 
may have an opportunity of rectifying his sentiments. You 
may give us, in your next publication, a preservative, not 
or^ly against but against u;u'UM/n/ notions in rcli- 

7Vron, speaking of says, wlien nicely polisltcd, 
and prodigal of their lustic, they stand candid.ites for a seat, 
on the t'irtuotis fair onc’s'breast. — 'I'his displeases Mr. ITes- 
let/. Would he then have gems placed on tlie vicious or 
iascitions breast ? Or wouM ln* have them put to no u.,e at 
all; but buried in darkness? Did the /VLMKJlirY p 'ur 
such brilliancy upon them, only that (luy miglit be con- 
signed over to obscurity ? Did be not rather ar-av them, 
with lustre and with charms, that lliey might dis^ih-.y some- 
thing ot his own brightness; incite his raliotial v;r« att»res to 
admire his transcendent excellency, an^I teach his faithlul 
people to apprehend the emphasis ot tli..t animating pro- 
mise, //ic?y shall he mine, in the day that I muke ufi my 
jairls. 

“ I can’t reconcile this with St. Paul, lie says, ko/ 
“ with pearls: by a purity of reason, not with di;imf)ufis.” — 
Do jou rightly understand St. Paul? D n'l \<ni dwindle 
his manly and noble idea, into a meai.ness and littleness of 
sense ? Such as befits the superstitious and contracted spirit 
of a hermit, ratl.tr than the generous and c;[calicil temper of 
a believer ; who stands tuft in the liberty, wuerewith CllHJS P 
hath made him Jree ?— Oat iAy\K\) n<r>, they tbit are 
splendidly apparelled, ^t^: apparelKd u!i’«uifal)Iy to elnisii- 
anity, or in a manner inconsistent with the fear of GDD. 
Ihit they are in king's courts, and tiuir dress is adapted to 
their station .-^Neither does St. Paul forbid t!ie use of pearl, 
or costly array, when a per-^on's tircuinsta'.ccs will alFord 
them, and his situation in lire may require tliem. 1 le ra- 
ther Cautions against the abuse, against looking upon these 
glittering things, as any part of their true dignity, on which 
tliey value tbemielvcs, or by which they would be recuna* 
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mended to others. The word is not put on *, nor xoear f, 
but adorn. “ Let them not phee their excellency in suih 
mean distinctions ; no, nor covet to distinguish themselves, 
“ bv these superficial decorations ; but rather by the sub- 
“ stantial ornaments of real godliness, a .d good works. — 
** Which will render both them and their religion truly 
amiabl 

Ibe Apostle Peter observes the same proptiety of speech, 
and the same correctnesis of sentiment. U'/ioxc adornin", 
let it not be that outward adorning of tcearin}; of iioldf or 
plaiting the hair, or putting on oL apparel. Was this an ab- 
solute prohibition of the several particulirs mentioned, it 
would forbid all kind of cloathing, or the putting on of any 
appurel. Take the passage in sour rigorous sense, ^nd it 
concludes as forcibly against garments, as against orna- 
ments ; we must even go naked, and lav aside mir cloathes, 
as well as our gems. “ ChrUlians, scorn to borrow your 
“ recommendations from t!ie needle, the loon, or the loy- 
*' shop. This may be the fashion ot a worl i. But let 
“ vour embellishments, or that which beautifies and de- 
“ tinguishes your character, be of a supeiior nature. Let 
it be internal ; not such as the sheep li.ive wo/e, or the 
“ siik-worms spun ; but such as is peculiar to the immor- 
tal mind, or the hidden man of the heart. Let it be sUb- 
“ stantial ; not such as the moth corrodes, or sucli as pc- 
“ rishes m using ; but that which is not corruplibie. Whicii 
“ being planted on earth, will nc iranspianfed mtu heaven, 
“ and being suv n in time, will flourish to eternity. — Let 
“ it be tliat adorning, vviiosc t-Melici.c) is unquestionable, 
“ and whose piaise iso*. t»()D, even the ornament of a 
“ ii.ttk and quiet spitii. iiitli will reiricr you, not in- 
** deed like the granoees of the caitn, but like tlic SON of 
** the ilKiliLS . . SiicWing, that )uu arc united to iiini •, 
“ iiiuitsUo ill h'ln; and puitakvrs of liis divine nature.” 

“ lu all ilu: g' 1 ptfn ive, that vuu are too tivorabie, both 
“ to tite dtsne ot tht jws/i, ana the aesire ot the eye."—~i ra- 
ther ihmk, Mr. \i csicy is too ccnsoiious of others, and too 


* Mifik vi. 9. 


^ Mitti Ki« 


Rsr, IfR. WE«I,EY, 




indulgent to himself. Why may not Theron wearhi-s richly % 
embossed gold watch, and his lady use her gulden buckle 
set with diamonds, as well as you and I Wv ar a silver buc’ 
kle *, or make use of our silver watch ? ^VIly mav not an 
F/arl or a Countess f. jwt on titeir n'bcsv sumptuous with 
embroidery, or their coronet, glittering with jewels, as in- 
ofTensivelv , as you and I put on a beaver-hat, <ir trail after 
us a prunella g<m’n ? There i^ no necessity for this our 
sprucencss. A fustian jacket would keep our backs warm, 
and a flannel cap our heads, as well as our ntore elegant 
array. — Methinks, therefore, we shuulJ either abstain from 
ail needless finery in our own dress, or else forbear to cen- 
sure it in others. Rather, w'c should all, in our respective 
stations, and accordittg to our respective circumstances, use 
these things, ss oot abusing them. Kemembcring, that the 
fashion ot this, world passi-tl» away. Iv^oking, therefore, 
for that ertv ot the lining (iOl>, whose wall is of Jasfter, 
tJtose buddings are of mrc aoldt and u'lw-e found, dwiis are 
j^urnisbed uilh at! manuerof pririous s/oncs. But wlioseex- 
tcrnal .splendor i-. intinitely surjwb!>ed by llie glory of (iOl), 
which lightens it, and by the prewuce ot tiie LAMB, 
which is t;ie light thtreof. Wiien we are bles>td wan clear 
app»-ehensions y)f this ineffable gior\, wbuh sliall nc rcvcal- 
eu ; wh.n we live unacr a delutalul persuasion, il)aiG(}D 
hath given to us this eternal l.te ; gems will have but little 
liistre in our eye, and less and Jess «liircmcnt, lor our heart. 
All the pomp ot this trau,icnt worl I vy ih appear to us, as 
the palace ut Versailles, or tiie gardens oi Stowe, would ap- 
pear to some superior btn.g ; wno, tro;ri an exalted stand 
n a;tl»cr, shuaiu cuuiemplaic the terraqucooii globe : and at 
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one view take in its vast dimensious, its prodigious revolu- 
tions, and its most copious furniture, 

** You are a gentle casuist as to every self-iiidulgence, 
** which a plentiful fortune can furnish.” — I wciuld consi* 
dcr the end, for which these things were created ; and 
point out, and enforce, their proper improvements. Tliey 
were created, not to tantalize, but to treat us ; rot to cn. 
snare, but to gratify us. T!ien they are properly i mproved, 
when we enjoy them with moderation, and render them 
instruments ot usefulness. When tijey are regarded as preg- 
nant tokens ot our CRE \TOR’s love, and act as ctidearing 
incitements of our gratitude. — What you call my casuisty, 
is built upon a maxim, whiclt will i-.evcr be c<i!itrovt’rted j 
Every creature of GO 1) h a ood, if receivtd xc 'th thank\^k- 
in». It is nothing else, but an attctnpt to display what is 
affirmed in the former clause, and to enforce what is pre- 
scribed in the latter. 

In the sixth letter, in the ninth, and in other parts, The- 
ron enumerates some of the finest productions, and most 
choice accommodations, whicli the earth, the a’r, the seas 
afford.- In imitation of the Apostle, who, in one scnionce, 
expresses abundantly more, than my three volumes contain ; 
JIE ghelh us all things I'ichly to enjoy.— \n imitation of tlic 
Psalmist also, who, in several of his hymns, cspeciallv in 
Pio/m civ. celebrates the profuse munificence of JLIIO- 
V.\H ; profuse, even in temporal blessings, and with regard 
to sour animal nature. — Does eur nature tall for som{?thing 
to support it? Here is bread which strengthens man’s 
heart, and is the staff of his life. Does our nature go far- 
ther, and covet something to please it r 1 Icre is wine that 
makelh glad the heart of man ; regaling his palate, and ex- 
hilarating his spirits. Is our nature vet more cravirg, and 
desirous of something to beautify it ? Here is oil, that ma- 
keth the face to shine. That the countenance may appear, 
both chearful and amiable. That gaiety may sparkle in the 
eye, while beauty glows in the chcck.~Now 1 cannot per- 
suade myself, nor is all Mr. Wesley's rhetoric powerful 
enough to convince me, that it is any discredit, or unj error, 
to follow such examples. 
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*' But 1 mention the exquisite relish of Turbot^ and the 
“ deliciou^ness of Sturs^eon, And are not such observati* 

“ ors beneath toe dignity of a minister of CHRIST?” Mr. 
WesU tf does not observe tiom whom these remarks proce.cd, 
Kot injin Asf'ftsh, but Theron. To make him speak like a 
minister of CHRIST, or like a chrUtian of the first rank, 
would be entirely out ot character. It would have betray- 
ed an utter ignorance, or a total disregard of Horace'i 
rulej 

lieddtre persomr scit convenienlia ciiique. 

Aowever, I sr. willing to take all upon myself, and be 
U’s|ioi;sibli; Inr t!'e obnoxi- us sentiments. I would only ask, 
is any tiling spoken ot, vvh.ch 'he ALMICilllY has not 
inacfc r tiiid shall I tliink it bcnc.'ilh my dignity, to magnify 
the work of his hands: Is any tiling spoken of, whiclrthe 
ACM ICill'I Y lias not bestowed? and shall I think it a 
diminution of my cliaracter, to acknowledge the various 
gifts ol his bounty ? Has God most high thought it worthy 
ol his infinite majcsiy, to cndiie the creatures with such 
pleasing qualities, as render them Jfedicious entertainment 
or our appetites ? and shall I reckon it u mean unbecoming 
employ, to bear witness to this eondcsccndiug indulgence 
of the DKllT: — Particularity in recounting benefits, is 
seldom deemed a fault. It comes under no sucli denomi- 
nation, in 7;;y system of ethics. It Mr. ffVf.'ey has a better, 
in which neglect and inscnsibiHiy arc ranked among the 
virtues, 1 must undoubtedly, upon tlmse principles, . drop 
my plea. Where liny arc commendable, my conduct inuit 
be inexcusable, and if inexcusable, I fear, irreclaimable. 
For I shall never be asliamed to take a fish, a lowl, or a 
Irult in my hand, ai.d s.iy, “ a present this, trom our all- 
“ bountitul CKKA'IOK ! see its beauty, taste its sweet- 
“ ness, admire its excellency, and love and adore the gieat 
“ benefactor. 'I’o us he hath freely granted these, and 
x other delights. 1 hough he himaell, in the ouys of his 
“ ftesh, had gall to eat, and vinegar to drink.” 

•* But the mentioning these in such a manner, is a strong 
“ encourage.nent of luxury and sensuality,”— 'If, toenume 
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rate a few of these daintier *, be a stro.'ijj encouragement to 
luxury, how much more, to (^reateife^m all, and clothe them 
with such Inviring properties, and recommend them by such 
delicate attractives ?— But “ the mentioning thcrii in sucii 
“ a marincT.” What ! is tliis an encouragement to sensua- 
lity ? 'I’o mention them, as so in in> instances of divine be- 
nehcencc, and so many motives to human graii'u Je ?’ 'Hiis, 
methinks, is the way to prevent the abuse of our ahintal 
enjoyments, and to correct their pernicious tendency. This 
is the way to endear their adorable GIVER, and render 
them incentives to love. And the love oi CiOl), is a bet- 
ter guard against luxury, a better preservali'.e from sensua- 
lity, than ail tin* ri;;Kl rules of the cloyster or m mastery. 

Upon the whole, however well atiected Mr. IlV.v.Vj/ may 
be to our civil, lie s-;eins.to be a kind of muleconteiit, with 
regard to our spiritual liberties, 'rhose I mean, wliich are 
consigned over to us, in the Ma^n i Cli.irfa of the gospel. 

We have liberty, through JESL^^S CliUIST, to use not 
one only, but every creature of GOD. And to use them 
in a sanctified manner,^) that they shall not sensualize our 
affections, but rcllne aira cxali them, by knitting our hearts 
more inseparably to their muniliceiit CREATOR. Ac- 
cording to t'lal clause in tlie heavenly deed, all things are 
yours. This you would curtail a id diminish. 

Wc have liberty to look upon ourselves, a-, justified be- 
fore GOD, without any works of our own ; ma le perfectly 
righteous in , his iight, without any personal obedience 
whatever. Entirely through our representative and surety, 
what he has suffered incur name and in our stead. Accor- 
ding to those gracious deelar.itions, In the LOUD I have 
righteousness, and, bu the o'ledience of OXE shall many be 
made righteous. I'nis you w i i supersede and also abo- 
lish. . 

We have liberty to claim and receive this unspeakable 
privilege, without perlorming any conditions, or seeking 
any pre-rcquisites. Having no other ^umification« than 
tliat of being lost sinners, and acedmg no other warrant,. 
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than the 4ivine grant, made and recorded in the word of the 
goi^l. According to that most generous invitation, Come 
buy mne and buy tniOc^ withotit money and without price. 
According to that most gratuitous concession, Whoever will 
let him /die of the water of life freely. This you will clog 
and embarrass, * 

We have liberty, through our LORD’s atonement, to 
look upon ourseh es as made free from all guilt. To oonsi* 
dcr our sins, as, absolutely blotted out, never to appear 
again, eitlicr to our utter condemnation, or to our least con* 
lusion. 

The three first articles of the charge, I think, are made 
dear, too deal and undeniable, in the course of the prece- 
ding letters. Should you challenge me to prove the last, I 
rf^'er vou to your as i/e ssrnion. There you tell us, that the 
sins of true believers, as well as of unbeliever^, will be 
brought to light, and exposed before the whole world, at 
the day ol universal judgment, , 

Here, Imu,tdo the justice to acknowledge, that you 
have no% as in your e[)istolary animadversions on Aspasto, 
rsyjoired your audienc * to assent, merely because you affirm. 
You attempt to C'>tabli»h your opinion by the authority of 
Salomon : COD shall biiri^ixvry uorkinto judgement, rottk 
exertf thtm;, whefber // be good, or whether it be evil. 
But you seem to torg< t, that the sins ol the believer aie 
things that are not, C if HIST has blotted out, as a thick 
chad, our transgressions j i/ea, as a thin cloud, our sins *, 
C >n>ider them .is mor d stains, or caiues ol defilement ; they 
Jtie washed aw.iy by the blood of JKSUS. And surely the 
bloo 1 ol GOD, must ha/e as powerful an eftcct on out* 
souls, as the water, of Jordan had upon Naaman’s body f , 

A 
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them as coj^trscring ginJi, or deserving fmmsh«> 
merit ; they are vscated f they are disannulled;, atira, like 
the ecapc goat, dismissed into the pathless inaoee«stblb 
demesif when mtgkt tor, they shaU net be f9ttnd.-^Com\der 
them in either of these respects, or under any other charac- 
ter, and they are, not only covered or secreted, but tbolidi- 
rd. Just as the darkness of the night is abolished, by the 
aplemior of this clear, serene, delightful morning. 

The grand end which GOD proposes in all bis tavoraWe 
dispensations to tallcn maw, is to demonstrate the sovereign- 
ty of his grace. ** Not so.” —Do you moan, ANpasio has 
not spoken so ? That you have misrepreseiifcil his sense ? 
Have dipped and disfigured his coin ? If thi-. is yourmean- 
ing, jou sjjcak an undoubted truth. His v('rds are, “‘'Fo 

demonstrate the sovereigns, and advaniv* the gloty of his 
** grate.” Why did you suppress the last clause? Was 
you .ifraid it wopld supply the deficict>cy, which you charge 
on Aspado, ai.tl express the idea of imparting ImppinC'.* t 
i{ so, your (cars arc just enough. — Why did you not take 
iuto considcratitm those texts of sciipturc, with which As- 
pasio conliims lus tenet ? Ought you ntittohave ovcrtiirowu 
tiuse testimonies, before yeu deny his doettino ? Otherwise 
you oppose your authority, to the decision of a Prophet and 
an .‘Vpostle. 

Iking to our sight, if you can, the millstone, that is cast 
into the (it ptlis ol the sea. Restore to Hs former ccmsist- 
tnte, the cloud that Is diss<ihcd in rain. Or find one dreg 
of filthiness in the nevdallen snow. Then may those ini- 
quities be biouglit again into notice, which have been done 
away by tlic High Pnest of cur profession. Whidi have been 
expiated by the pirtett, most tfiectual, and glorwus obla- 
tion ol himseU.-^His people, when rising from the b.'tl ot 
death, will fiete no more comcknee of tin in themselves, 
'Diey arc lully and for ever free from the accusation of 
Other!). So In e, that sin shall not so much as b« mention- 
ed unto them i no, nor even remembietod by the LOK0 
their <,»OD nuy more. Tticy are made holy, unbkmOabTc, 
and unrepiovablc in his sight. And Uiey aiiall be present- 
ed, at the great day, without spot, or wrinkle, o? angr such 
thing. 
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Thus Bwy we, and thus otir.teaden, be p^went^ f 
S'^ ^ meet each Mber with comfort at the awfat tHK * 

buna4 j5y amidit the angels of light, and with 
lastinli: .transport aroond the throne ot the L \Vll3l.-^To 
promote this event, is the &o{e aim ot those remont. 

straqces, and the unteigned desire uf 

Rev. Sir, Your, See. 
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My last contludciJ wJth a sketch of our chri^U 
jui Ubert^t extracted itrcm the charter ct the gtwpe). 
have Hberty—to use all the creatures, and in a sanctf^ed 
manner— to consider oursclvps, as made perfectly ri^liteons« 
through the obedience of CHRISI— to receive thii> grand 
prerogative, without performing any conditions— to look 
upon sJl our sins, as totally ana iinaUy done atvay, through 
the blo^ of JESUS. 

Perh^, you will ask| where is your libcity fiom tltc 
pmstr Of ain ? Does not this come within the txtent of your 
charter ?— Most certainly. You injure out doctrine, if you 
deny it. We arc undone irrepwably, if We continue destU 
tote ol it. Every other ioimunityi widioai this crowning 
ptiviteieV^euidbe like the magnifident palace and the 
beaittind gardeae of JEhuroah ; Mmile swaitns of locusts 61 - 
tvstk dieir loathed intruston, 

‘ "irs freedom .the dominion of $m, Is 

btesBings. By revealing 
.iiliUtllidr of them, the 
_ ofliberty. You are 
a " Ijm ptidtemdand tlie theoiy of hght. Prom 

the asdikdiititined^t^ay^ mixture of manypo- 
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ri/il gifts, light. So, from tlie unim, and united enjcgwi^nt 
wt all those heaverdy trea^ur<^s springs that most «#ir 4 W<t 
liberty, the /ikrtjfiV t>ghtfoHmm — 'rhw is that Iru'^, wHieft 
makes us free, lliis i> that k io«vte Ige, by which are 
renewed after the iui-ige of HIM, created us. Artel 
these are the exl■ee^^j g preci ’U^t jgjfi nises, by which we 
are partaker-t of th • dwn** na*'»re.— -H *nce we are taught 
to Mr the LORD » jr iJOD, and to dejir’it in his adora- 
ble peflcctjooii lb tin uieiin>, i.iev look with a sin In ^ 
aspect upon us, .ind are iinsjj^akable a ni sblf to us. U t ler 
such views, we ssv ot sin , wp say ot .iH our evil and cor- 
^ rapt affections} D0 ndf I li iff thfn, O hate 

And nm 1 nofgrhu'rl oi*h /Aiar % ti >> me 7’) ’igmid 
thee ^ J hate them wth a jterfect fi ifteh I count then mne 
ciiftnies* 

Our SAVIOUR*® obedience. T!i»s jrhrasc disgusts Mr, 
Wesley. Iberefore he cries ; ♦* O sav with the g n i R »ri- 
« tfins, our S\VIOUR*s dea'h and merit." — l^pauo 
fpeaiwS with St, Paul 4 by the ok ti»ence ef o«r.**-He s ra ;« 
■with St. Peter j taiik in the righteousness of ma 000 and 
He sjieaks with the jjrOohets anl /e» 
itmiah i in the LOiW kaoe I rfghteousnes t and 
VAII « our rt)fAreeu/mctr.-— Having ihtse precedents, he 
need not be very sohtitous, who eM » fur bun, or who is 
against him. 

Though not very solicitous abbot this matter, he is some- 
what surprised at your veneraent address } that you ahnald 
cKbort liim so earnestly to ** speak svith ihtt good ol i Puri,' 
« tanv.” Has not ydur Pi inter ■committed a mi .take? Did 
not the daiyse Wand thus in your manuScyipt ? ” With my 
** r* good friends the JrmfniansP 1 hev bwleed di^aoprt>ve 
Ibis expression. Becawse it is, when rightly onderfriViai, a 
(digger in the heart of the’r cause.— But a* m tw Pofitans 
they are* One and alh on the conimte Tueir hmgJiage 
^ a perfect union with Aspa^io'e. iT've m the mer« 
koHotis ob^lcncc oi t^e ||tea| PQlli* t*- 

tdf'his tniliMd righawiisitess ^ oviMy^pngjiJ^ini 

Mfuf ermtetii]M «^xm all other works, cbmttaivf with ih» >r 

gsuttims 
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Ip iflNs fff 'Uisinuatc that the Puntin wr Ws disuse tbll 
tp«raalerp/fp«iftktng? for my part, I kppw not aov set of 
Ivriters in tiie world, so eromentU remarkable, for this vetry 
dottfloe, and this verv diction. I s tid, in a for.ner letter, 
we Would enquire into tbi# partieuW. But the enquiry w 
quite um^eee^’>ary. It woyU be like Uriel's searching for 
the sun, while he stands in its orU, dnd i» surrounded wtW 
iU lustre. 

We swarm with AnUnomims And wo roust swafTO 
with persons, whose hearts 4 »c enmity against the law of 
God, so long as yaur tenets find accf ptastce. Who can de» 
I'ght in a law, wlii^h neitiier lu* been, nor ca« be folfilkd 
by them ? W'hidt bears witness against them, ami is the 
miniitration ot death unto them ? Testifjing, like the 
lianil-writing on Belshazzar's wall, Tbim ail wighed in fhe 
kdamr^, and /“oi/Hd 8r.r«/iwj> .•—■Whereas, when we sec tC 
fyllv satisfied on our heh.iU, bj' <Hir SUKETY’s obedimu’c ; 
no longer dcnouuving a cur -e*, but pninounemg us blessed i 
not pursuing «•., like tlie avenger oi Wood, but opwpng a 
city of Tchige, lur the safety of our souls ; we shill tltcn bo 
reconcile 1 to its constlrptiao and design. We sh.tll then 
take pleasure in itj prtycpls anJ ptnlubition^ Wc shall 
say with the Paalmistj LOHJ^p what love have I mio {hff 
laxt * all the day long is wji iUtdy in tf, 

Mjg tnonfk shall shm forth thy righteousness and thy snlva* 
Tliy mxTcj which brings my SAlvation,” says Mr* 
Wfsky, io oppoJtum to the stijwe, assigned by Asjmio,-^ 
Wiicb sense has beejj vindicated alieady, i Jl.sball theroforo 
not rchew mv arguments but ©niy express my wonder. 

A^ Mr. is a minister ot the gospel, I wonder, 

/Ibtr Ar should titudfously set aside, w|ut h> the peculinritv 
and glory of the evangelical revelation. “Mercy which 
“ britigs sdlwaumt,” ^ What an uoenlighteneil Sew rotght 
have ]pi6$gi:h«d ; What a nrore ignorant iieathen rorght 
hayd'txMu>' , 1^ through a diviap. trlgixeoosninss 

as‘lWl#it«i^ 4|i«reof» la the dutiu 

sdveidign exaelhhtcy of th« 

^ i* fl? sittd^, i w^der» be should those to- 

wMibiMk ilMi’^ feiBitribsi ao pf dwti and aae hooe. Why 
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mercy ahnf t U U not better to put oar tru$l in mere!/, 
erecting its thrtme on a pronitiaiioot and tbence holding 
forth the gold/'n 8'’eptre ? B/ the obedience of IMMA- 
KUl'X, tl e bw U 9aji'>licd, at to its penalty ; is fulfiUed, as 
to u* precept ; and is in oveiy respect. Unspeakably inagm- 
'FhiH shews us the iiicxhuustifalc fountain of mercy, 
un'iealetl , and every ob trupnon to its its free mid copious 
flow, renii'v • 

At Mr. jrer.Vy is jealous f»)f the honor of GOD, I won* 
dej, he lid not prefer that method of silvati )i, by which 
cviTv nil m* a* tribute is most abundantly glonlied. This is 
nut d 'ne, bv exporting pardon and acceptance from mercy 
ah^’.t X I it h» cxpecfiii" and receiving them, through our 
Jli'.Dl'FM rii* . f'ghteousucss and bloud. 1 iicti we hive a 
d s i* (\, t'ot o.d\ ct infinite lose, but ot inflexible justice, 
nr'’ iiKC'i'Mr hcnoble wisdom. Here, thev mingle their 
beims, an 1 shine forth with united apd eternal splendour. 

C*)n^'d nn» these things, I am stlli inclined to embrace 
>#«pw >*' interprctafi m of this, and buch-like fiassageb of 
scT'pti^e. Wlu*r'*ia salvation is ascribed to divine mercy, 
exercis.' 't: thr^ugli the obedience and death of CURLS T. 
^Wm'h 's as great a beighleoing, to the blessing, as the 
atmwdv'K* gives to the nys of light, or as the light itself 
imparts to the scenes of cteatioo, 

I'liosr chvme treasures, which spring from the imputation 
of CURIl»l'’s righteousnes. ** Not a word of his atoufog 
hlootl,’*-— 1 Wish, you wouM turn hack to AsprfthU defl* 
niiioii of thia phrase, as it is Md down at the begiamg of 
the e inference i to be the grouml-work of attihedhlhiig.ie^, 
and of all the letiefb, 1f*m will then pmocavei. tVre 
is nut .1 word of this kind, but CfitifSTra^atopiog fs 
Jni iu 'e { in It. Without tins,' his rij^totwoea could novbe 
im uied.—Sor^ people Ihwc a tVeaohemt^ meT»%, 

, itslly iorget things. Othew haVe a and w- 

'.iffC^ve nntto.ycgarp fhepi. Which ittf 

*‘1^, I presume bot lo ^ tet 

Tis tn*e, loTo’^ to of 

« CtIRfS t)** Yet not bee«iitse « a 
»♦ tjt mr own 
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eat at a|j. On the contrary, it re«dc« ttnrightfoiiiineS’i 
cj,nic jpcxcu»ablc. Bcc?use it jiclds new ami nobler ««>* 
U‘ Oh to all holy obedience. But wc Inve to sjwal: of the 
I ,bti! iWivSs of CHRIS I . bet ause it is the mo>t ooni’ire- 
hvO'-ive e\><reswon, anJ the tjnndtst th.eme in the wwld.-*-* 
Tl.e 7>u if iot»fiivhrh'<i\'e eififtssflonj; as it denotes all that 
h hut *.»e and suifertsh tkith Ins nienttirious I»tc» and l«s 
bloo'U-^The gymukif fhew Consider all those 
bKssniijs, whk'h have been vout h&iited to (i01V.» t)e'j|,)Ie» 
bofuie qur h \Vl()UR ainwared on v^r^h j athl all the bles- 
si> »s, wt.kh \sii| be vouchsafed, until the coahonitn ition of 
..II thi.i^s ; all that t’ojd, wbkn h oompr'Sed in a 

I'elivet.tuc p tn U'e n tbermo>< lO'’,oih< r wiih all 

t’ «i I’.i >, v\' itli ». eoutained in the pl^asmt. and ql inos of 
iheienenlv dat... Allllvse tn be enjnjod, tnroi'^’h a 
bo.t.i Uess { tern tv , an i I'V nialntuvlebot itdconi ,i ii ii)e»s,' 
njinbcil the sandi ii} on iIk i>,.i »'iojc. Ih n ask } 
what .a tlif prttiujnq taM^o of all ? whtinc do rtwse inentt- 
inablc b!cs io<^e ortHoed ? ftotn the jiqhteousness, the 'toKs 
jji’hteou'-nias ot jlLSU.S CUBIST. —I, It not then worthy 
to be uppermost in our t’loujjmt., and foieni.ibt oii our 
tongues ? might not the very stones try out, and r.proatW 
our imcnsibility, if we did not love to talk of this diiiiitly 
precious liqhreousi.e^s ? 

Faith i, a |i^rstj^si< n, that CHRIST ha® shed his blood 
for r/tf, and tulhlled all tightcoos'ies! /V wv “ I.c u> 

•* by no means subscribe to this definition.*’ — Vou might 
very safe’y sub .crioc to thh definition, it you would surfer 
bt. Peter to speak his genuine seiiiiments.’ * Describing the 
faith of the DTirotbve cbristiins, lie calls it, fmtfi in tic ri»h- 
itousif^si, Uc fc{iv8 H nhing *»f the atoning blood. B it 
does lie therefore exclude it ? lie speaks of pothmg but the 
justifying righicousnes*. Atid will you totifly discard it ^ 
it the central potnt in his faith, and shall it have no place 
in yours f*— he assun s ys, was the ohket ot 
tlif bqlWviwS fairti, «veti tiiat 0 / mr i4V40i/Hi 

1^1^ CH|tuT. Bat tiow’ couid be the o^eiw ot 
their faUh» If it ^at^not fijlfilled in their stead ? Qr bMw 

■'fr 
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oould truly bflie^e in t’ns i* ^hteou'snpss. If th<^ did not 
nyard it, a'4 perf«. rmi*d for tin m, a mI imputed totnem I 

** I I‘ere ar^ hundreds yi a thousattda of two Mieve#!- 

wttoup’tr once- thouf; t, one waV or tht of 

** CUKIS j N fulfillln » al) rmliUousnOiis In their itead."— 
TlictJ their idi-h t» ‘ike the stij it of the person* utfia saw men 
Hi tries z*.af/i j><ww thi tn t, d<ed, but ^e«) dimly, m- 

dis'inctiy, <'oHi»'edl\ Aiod ’lii. pity, but thev new more 
tiurougidv tnVruit I utilo fbc kingd «n of 000. — Kot 
one ol tl 0 >C tl I, u‘ Hi ’s pMuidcd lie fixes hi<» iiope eyholly 
Upon the metit'j 1 1 t IIRIS T, vvt uld n ject thk delightful 
trutb, tt it vi?«u» oftcred» vnrh striptutul evideuee, to bis un- 
dttMatidlng. Rij-tt N» yUrelv. lie vipull joyfully 
etnbr»te it, tf nlRted, With that si, but urtdoni ible c\i- 
d^^nce ; C7/R/SI rwi w«i/e i/i tlnuijih h Lnu t>j 
smftkatue m>»fit be mad*, the t / ghUouitasi of GOD in 
h'OU 

** You personally know many, who to this iiour hive n> 

td<*,i<,t VliRibl'<a tigh*aK‘»ii«ss.” — Suiciv tlK*» it be 
bom you, asaJovtr of Sinijs, and as an timbdSxvlot of 
k HRiS'i', to tt: sh tl,eni the way of CiOD mi^ro pcifettly *. 
$0 doing k Jou will be cmplj\ctl mutli mow suiubly to 
your iui'Clion, and muoli more .ptoShdily to your brethren, 
than 1 1 your pretent &ttf'mj>t, and delcat the designs of 
t* o<te, who e.jUt‘d.rour to tpread abro«td the savour of this 

I now ledge, in ev\ ry pLee. And who,1iotw ithstanding all 
that jou jArsonally know, mubt unalterably pcrsi'^t in their 

II cthod. Which tv, to regulate their definition of fatih,nut 

bt the Mate of j^ttr soipoted believers, but by the exiiresa 
dt tkir.ition of the unerring w ord. An J from thw, tliey nstve 
ai«th<*ritv tl) niatitt4m, that taith in the itupated tighteou^' 
tKss of CHRiSi', IS a fundameaial t^iCK.ipk Weveiyibe* 
lii.ier, who hns a propii,r understninding upon wdiat founda* 
tu » he IS saved. ‘ 

'lIlKae vour acejuaint ince, though they have no idea of 
dli{ii!^r$ rigbicou4iie»i>, yet *' have of them i. (hViip 
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** cvUeaceand conviction, CHRIST A/ cd rndtitiri 
*• Nmtefyfor ri7c/*-^in th»s case,iio»’l >no taW rather iwc| 
0ittch ttpg<» yoo ? have you itwn the apONtoliirttl gift ot 4i* 
lecfYnng ^pidta - ttot, bt* tupottniblo (or you to 

know th.' man, cxcIumvc of yourstfif, n n > tj certainty poiii} 
se»«d ot th.i divine evidence. Yuo miv fwi-n a charitably 
judgment i>r a prevailing hope, hich seems to be the 
utiiiost you ran warrmfaWy tiiiatm « ith r *s|;,ird to etherj!. 
And vvhile you entertain thts hwpe, we i i.u! tliow it to in- 
dicate tl« benevolence ot your he i»-r , t it c .inmt admit it 
^l» ,\ proof of yom point j that la'ople nuv he lull of fault 
and lovc, yet have no idea ot CUHIST’)! r»<j[Steoasness.— * 
We would dl^caolmn you to take hyed, l.’ii, thtwugh att 
immoderate fcndnvbs for increi'.ing the numh.'f ol your 
converts, jou are kd to dLceiveyomiir-Jl and oilvrs , jcgk* 
ttring those as tine hehevetsj whom Ihe LORD itUih not 
registered. Bv this mcdni you may be cvmtinneJ in youf 
unset ipturdl notion, that the righteous tall away, and die 
faithful apostatize, '\Vh<’re*t'., ihv) who fall nw<iy, W'm* 
lig'iteous only in appearan c, and lb<7 v lio apostflitlze, 
were no otherwise tti«ii pr ifcMionaliy faith ui. . Wlml 
you $cc dtup from ihe.sk}, is riot a star, but a meteot: 
only, ^ 

Faith ks the h,md wh'cH reo'ives rdi th it t« laid up irt 
CHRIST — Aspisio cvyrtssf > 'ti us.lftni-, t CiLlIsl j-, a 
store*)* *uve ot all go<Ml. WnaUver n cvsary to rom »va 
our gmh, whatever IS tor lenawin^ ournuur*', 

whatever is proper to fit iis In tlic eternal Iruunwi of tJOD^ 
&n m M laid up in a IRIS r. And $a tldv,L received by 
fajih, for our a|>f»Uvatiou, use, and To tins Mr, 

Wesley 6ubjoi()» a word Of object wuft i but ftot inVue tea* 

s 0 «. A«p«i«o is disitlayin,’* tlie el^acy of .aldi i Mr, Wes* 
leif”* argument ts tevvHed agaifM the mdefeciibtlity ot faith. 
However, as it is youT favviritc objecTum, k Miol! not be 
treated 8 S a» intruder. ” it weif aUe $hip,iivvk; of the 
faubj, hiow much s ‘ever U UU up in CiiAlS T* jtjaat 
** bmi| we reome ttodung.” 

ifawfc you nevet heard trf ^ answer, which the Spartan 
iKalc^retartiod, to g/tt uisoJeru and barbarous ernhassy, from 
PAfHg of M4c«do9 > iCopi sfiaf road if, io Hhc book you ore 
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ronsurinjj ; an(^ may rcci ive it, anti yoor other aurmtset ot 
this notun*. It w.is all comprised in tiiat single monosvlla-. 
bit* IF — A mere proit-s-ior may naafce shipwreck of ihe ddf - 
trine of faith } a true behewr tioes nf*t mal.** shinwrec’c^ of 
<)w grace of laitli. No, nor met will, unless CIlKlST’s 
interecssior. be made of none effect } 1 hate prayed, that 
such fail nut. 

288. Au:.wcrc(l already, to Nurober 985. 

Aspaiio, d( nTibiog the dreadful nature of the command, 
given to Abraliam, says; thy hands innst lift dv-'ciM*' 
weapon ; thy hinds must pnuii it to the beloved )>re. , 

thy own hands must urge its svay, through the g ig 
veiiis and the shivering flesh, till it be ulund^d in thetliioh 
Irtng heart.' — “ Are not these do i ripiions laf too sr*o >e •*' 
This is submitted to the judgment of theicder. F n.-u * 
only obsene, that the ojoro stfonrly tha h .rn is of tli** ;.■< 
rn<*ndous deed are reptv'sented, the more stulon:r ''ill ti 
chfficulty of the duty appeat. Conscq u ntlv, the in >r m u 
taciou.s and triumphant the jiower cl f-mh.— “ Ma-’ m t 
** these dcscrijiiions occasion tifsprofitable reasonings i.i 
“• many readers What unproSiable reasonings may b- 
•otrasioned, I do not pretend to gu^ss. Hut the just and 
patunl rcflecUou, aiislug fionf the t'onsideratum of suth .o 
circumstance, is ; Whai has fairh wrought ' It puri.'ies and 
** e^ahs the aflectlors. It invigorate* and ennobles the 
'** foul, blakcs it bold to undertake, and strong to cxc- 
*♦ cute, every great and heroic work. 1 see, tbereiorv% it is 

not in vain, that the sr riptuie so frequently inculcates 

laith j lays 80 remarkable a stress upon faith , and jjlaces 
“ it in the very front of all chridian duties.” 'J'hisi»thc 
victory that overeoraeth the world, jovcrcomelh self,ovcr- 
cometh all things. 

How could he justify to the world? Not at 

<1 all.”— .'iVue j not to the unbelieving world. They will 
argue, as Mr. FFWey on another occanicm. “ What 1 sub 
'ysson.his bobt-bcioved, hwonlysouto the heart? Could 
^>0 CrOl) of goodness commattn such a piece of >btirbaritjr? 
linpos»bIe 1 1 could sooner be a deist, yea an atheist, than 
I could believe this. It is less absurd to deny the very be- 
ing of a GOD, than to make him an almigmy 
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Battothc believing VPorM, vvbo fear t\\t I.OlO), «i^cl 
bearken to the voice ot bis servants, .ibfuiia>^>'s rondncit 
will never itetnl in neeu oi a vimli^^aiion. i»v fjem jt 
be 'highly jexloilt d, and greatly aJ.nircvl. It w HI be an un*. 
deniable denvotutr.iiion oi the reality and •> neemv his 
faith i of its very buj-viior elevation, w\ iticonvtDeibfe 
strength, 

Yoa take the direct and cctta|n wEv tn oUtaia s'jb .tantii! 
romh>rt. 'Ibo Ti*;hteou-»i5e»s of ^ »i i.OHD JKS'CkS 
C7//VAS7’, alter which you enqnt; , about wIvkH vouaro 
s hvitvuis, is a never-tailing vom.e <>• consolation.' Thus 
write* to kdoaf ! without the atone- 

me it cries Mr. 'lo whi th he adds, in a fol- 

I iwmg paragraph ; >o^ the death of u uoi so 

nr'dl) “ jisjuiiitd.” Tills pots me iaroin 1 ot'an '‘bjectl- 
( n, 1.0 vety l.ir-nidable one. m ie against iluit ihtrodii..tory 
(•'.lulitlon to the mmnon piajer, dc.irK hob-.e.l 
ho then, wid a taodiJ c:4juitfw'»>, uoW. « have n i put in 
V nil worship. Ihcy gre not ssMiiucfi. c> mi.aed. i?ut i 
l.'tbe.if. ll you arc not aihaau'd ot rciicaimg, I am asqam* 
ed of* refuting, so Irtniuently refuting hUvh an empty cavil. 
And, I bfiiievtf, the reader is ured w i,h u i both. , 

Slid, i have no gigat objecliou to your alu ration of ,/f- 
/wf/oV comment, buppose, we comjiro.nise matter, and 
consider the oil, poiirjdon Jumis hc.id, and emptying 
hselt from Zcc^iarfah's as typic.d both ol the nips 

nh and the SinKU' of t’i/W/yi'. Which, like light »ad 
beat MV the sun, are irtdislolubly coiincctsd. Or, to make 
use of a sacred lilbstration, are like tl»j iivi^e ueatufes and 
the wheels in iMektd’x vuton. fy/tea avifur&i 

iVefit, the vJii'ds wrt/ ^ turn. tVkm Uvm^ cmiluM 
mre Lit ii^ fmn llir c^irthy t/ie wh&iis mntifi up. Whiljier 
wjvef the funner were to go, the latter tvent aJso.—I’or tlie 
sake cl obligmg Mr, fFcr/r^, I call this a comprottiise. — 
Hat U he can prevail on himself to I'cad the par.iphrase.on 
tfte two passages, without propossc,ssion, he wih find this 
sssQiciMiviiaof senses anticipated by As}uu(k 
ilas t)^ law demaod, says Aspchio f Jt must go tc 
.CHRIST lor satUfaction. Trotti which you draw this in 
jurions consequenvsf, ** then J am apt pbligod to love m) 
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“ neiglibour, CHRIST lias satisfied the demand of the 

hwfot-Me** Thi!» objection has already received llta 
answer. 

I shall therefore content mvsclf with shewing* w'hv T caH 
your conclU'.ion injurious. Because, like the deaf adder, it 
atoppeth the car, against my own tvphcatmn ot my own 
phrase. A note is added, on purpose to limit its sense, a id 
obviate your niisrcprewimuon. TriU jou tot dlv dinregard, 
and argue as it no such precaution was u-ed.— 'T.ie note 
hitbrnis you, that the law* -the ccimnandiug law is s^ti^f^ed 
with noth-ng less than perfect ohrdiome, and the Im ken 
law insists upon condign punishment. \hiw if it must . ot, 
Tor .satisfaction to botlr thise dema os, g*» to CHUtST "ur 
divine htisbmd, where will it obtain <.nv suih tmng ? Who 
IS able to give it, among all the children ot J/k « ^ 

Iloweser, lest we olUmt, necdksly offi nd aif) reader 1 1 
pToniise, that in case the providence of and the tavt)r 
of the public call for a nt,w edition, o sliall alter his 

larvguage. Thus ihe paiagraph shall stand ; “ Does the 
** Jaw demand perfect purity of nature, and perfect obedi* 
*< enceofUfc; It must gotofUM for sat.sfactmn. Do 

wc vrant grace, and glory, and every gcwid gdt ? We 
** may look to HIM, tor a supply. To HIM. aeAew iV 

Ac/A pU'aied tke FATHEii^ that all fulness mould 

« dxL'oUr 

For all this pwple— with phrase Mr. Wesloij is chigriti- 
ed> This he wilt not suffer to pass witttout annnadversion. 
Ttmugh be must know, if prejttdfoe has not blinded his un» 
dcf standing, that it is pure scripture. Why discs be not 
shew the sattM^d^Rslaction, Wjth the angel that appeared 
unto and with Zachutiah tlr* baprist’s father ? The 
former of whom he shall .save fm poopk trom their 
$ms. llw latter declares } he shuH give ktiowledge of sal* 
vation unto his poofde, by the nemisMon ot tlwir sms. Wljj' 
does he not put the same question unto inem and draw the 
»mne Inference upon them ^ ** But whaf liecum^s of «/f 
*f (Aier people Mr. BVnfrvieso'itti^'^hed to 
the Scriptures, that nothtag Will plea'>c him, but scilptuhil 
eiepressions. Here he is so wedded to self 'Opinion, that 
laveii soriptutiU expressiema win not pali|i current, wltcuthey 
cieeoa to thwart hb own itodons. 
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Tor alf hh people — from ihb exort^sion, though u‘ed by - 
a, propht t, «»«tlwms**fi ’n an angel, a d lo be found in lowaf ' 
places of s( nptore, Mr If «nrv de liicos some very offenWVU 
and ^^rea !ful cop> ^qaCT »*s Si dreadtul, tliat he ** Wottld 
“ S)Oi>n» j b ' i furi, , IVist, sea an Atheist, than he could 
“ belust them M)! dear Sir, let me give you a woid of 
tiuo'iU a 'vt e, be'ore you futti Hmk, • r ^)t.I^t, or Atlwli^: 

M c , that \(>u b'st b ip ’e «p men. They mil all 
dt own \Ou, it jou go over to d'S'tr pan J, destitute of i,om» 
won ! o'K’stv. 

MethinkA, I ] ear V<»u savins', with some emotion ; what 
do you mean bv ttaspovne^ Oi vv lat relation has this to 
t‘ " subn t «.l our taesent enqum \ pretty near relatl* 
on , Out oi /('dl to di moh 'll d'** dot true of election, you 
•ifwple n**t to oxedeaj) the biund* ot i itagrlb end triitli. — 

M '.sfioua still ^ 1 Kiiiw ji »t, what VO 1 aim ai.—Tht-ii U® 
pl*.asea to review a pas-affc, in your book on tftisimd Stit j 
wiieri you luxe flioug’.t pr luer to ni ike a quotation froca 
IP) xlialosuns. Ii rx. kites to that great doctnn® of the gos* 
pehCHRiSr botmiuog the teprew oUxive 'and fdBdentl 
head ot »U’iicrs L’jkJii this ottisiou Aspasio sa?y}“«s 
“ A‘* •«! was a p'lblK pc 1 on, nn<l acfc'l m the stead of all 
maokiud , so CllKIS wa. a pubi c perym, and aetcxi 
“ in be.iali oi u'i<iis /) op{e. As Adam x is the first gene** 

“ ral tt}>roM*n(dtive ut this kud, VJSlili>V was the second 
** and last.” IKk, yui substtiun* the word ntmkoulfXo- 
of ths (i nd i and tlHiireby ieat^ the reader ro 
fltat Aspatnu ei*>a.tikr> otir g on K^prriieqiaiivgfs^t sgand- 
log in this iath'iitv to the whole hums^ thOti Which 
i .othmg can he more it'janous to StFdrds, 

I ai hrtt idiought it might pos> bl> fie Shavclfect of inad* 
v^rtenvv. 04l coyld a person of Mf* dtsocmarent, 

allow himself to nod over a passage, which he kpew to bo 
of a t?ri*ical itnd eontipv^Yted impoiT ^—JPWrhi^ it ndj^it 
be the Pduict’s fault; aa error pt the press, i wquld wll- 
Uhg^y admitted onb'ot tlt^ pt^«^Littatiin| citcutustan- 
vi»f IfH i cibwe ip the bhtt^ where to m/, 

words, ipclosed 

within the toaeiks cl the w>tm ipatatttui, and ascribed io 
** AU ih«ae 4eehotiiftme» dial Adam 
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•* (ai well as (!I IRIS F) w«is a representative of all man- 
** hind*' Then I cnnlti no lorffer forbear crying out; 
there n (leadi ri}, O J m ia'i * >\ mIsc quotation, notmarle 
onlf, but 10 )'.T*r<l, ca.’ot he ovsing to negligence, but 
must procei i fio it dv*, jn. An 1 tliu, 1 should think., can 
never be (K fen ! *(’ lu*, itt.r wit'i a good grace e\cu..,J, by 
Mr. JFeditn le devoted efiinitefs, A siudunis alt^i ttion 
of our tsDic’i. .tn ' .111 evident perverdon ot t.ieii meaning, 
are dacns.b'e by n ) argumcftts, are Citu-. I’oii' on n t occ i- 
sion. 

(iuit^ ii'cxr.i ib!i‘ thi* prutice. And i‘» not joui l.n* 
gav./ • .p' il'\ otuniav; ? I-, rud your coiuius’t n vt i\, pn 1 1* 
p.t lU ' ln.n so I s.'i'p ,(• \si» isto, f 1 lugluiiiri gill wouK 
n} V nplurc. s li pr. s .itmg Citil), as** .t alii.iglit/, n- 
“ r.tnt ?” — Su t h, }oii hnn betb i foibcai >iuh boiiid .md 
Sir c Jog evpn 1 1 K.p. ct .d), .u you t annntd os, lit it 
many ID ^c'lpt no, sovnn at ka^r i » c«»unttii.intt 

t'.iL o' .loMous tv . As } on scry w oin.no vV, lh.»t muiy 
potsons, Ci.ifnont tot llitir le.trning and e xonipl irv lu their 
lives, h IS'* svnth .i in d i *nr. id if, and bkd toi tlu* confir- 
m dion nt It. As wo have jKooi!, mote tha i a few, th it yon 
ari* fj'" In n bein y iMlalhbK* in sour judguu nt , jfM,Jar 
bom being ins ul ibl ‘ m your opupon Wupcs; uiar 'fot- 
inor notions ot m U'l'iionv : witm >s the sh irt tvi yo t for- 
weily g.ivc of t' v' Miitm .ua btHlucn : and the< .tOvin winch 
yon once ii.ul, ^ i the mystics, .ind their v nting.v.— Consi- 
(kring ycniiii iT, di r^top*, it would bettei Uocoiney lutobe 
dithdcnt pn Midi i subju t, .md say, •* 'Fhat which i k.iow 
*• not, LORD tgaui th m mo.'* And I imagine, it can ne- 
ver become yon, on an; subject whatever, to break out in- 
t«> suih bnguttgil’i as ought ivi to be named among chilsti- 
fm>: ought to bw VC no place, hut in the bottomless pit. — 
'Fhis is an admonition, wi.ich, while I suggest to you, bir, 
I charge on iny.'Cll. 

The three tolKiwing pjartgraiib^ relafc to a doctrine, 
wi^ch vou arc feinvl to attack, ana which Aspasb studious-* 
ly declines. It cunstifuttfs no part <»£ his plan. It form* 
not so muvdt as tlu out‘Wnrks, lie it demolished or csiali- 
jislu'd, the grand pr.vilegct, and the invaltiable blessing, of 
justification thio tgli the righieopfinfiss of ClIklSTf, reraaipa 
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un'tVken, Ftards iinmoveat>!«,-— In apt.Mng fhi‘t»)ouT^, 
seWi-^. wc j'roc««d neithff upon universal nor jurticohr re- 
demption, but only upon the divine grant, and the dkne 
invitation* Wo as^syre ourielveanf present an l efcirtal sal* 
vrtion. through thu perfe^tt righteou'^ncss, not as persons 
elnrttl, Lot a; person*^ wwst'ht/n^erf by tlie woul of fiOI) ; 
boniiO bv t' e command of COIJ j am* hd bv tlu' SPIRJ T 
of (fOD — T orctoic, white you ate eno /tiutenng tl U doe* 
nt.e, I \* null \>e IwkUig unt3t» JESIS ; he viewing ue 
glort of mv LORD j contemplating tllS perfection, ao I 

mv o'Mi complctv. >L»s in HIM. 

J\ I 'bur*, tor a mnjtoent, froetj tins delightful object, it 
i>*n t V touch upon one of >oui remonstrances. You sup- 
pose, that, actoriling ta the Calvinntic scheme, (iQD de- 
nies what IS neiessury for present comfort and final accent* 
ance, even to some who sincerity welc it. 'I his is contrary 
to sinptuie, and no less contrary to the doctrine of the op-^ 
ponci ts llowever, to confirm ) ourself in ihis misappre* 
nension, yon ask, ” Would )ou deny it to any, it it were in 
your power To shew die error of such a sentiment, Rod 
the fallacy of such reasoning, I shall j»ist mention a xeient 
melancholy fact. 

News is brought, that the Prince George man of war, 
Admiral B>oUt7ick\ own ship, is burnt, and sunk, and 
above four hundred souls, that were on board, paished. 
Six hours, the flames prevailed j while every means was 
used, to presem the ship and crew j, but all to no puipo^e. 
In the mean time, ahriels arid groans, bittef thi^nnlngs, and 
piercing cries, were heard from every <idartef,' i^viiig, de- 
spair, and even madness presented ili(cms«lv#!b in a variety 
of terms. Some ran to and fro dUracted with terror, t.ct 
knowing what they did, or what they should dp. Otlwrs 
jumped over board, from all parts i mm, to avoid the pur- 
suit of one death, leaped into the jawa of another. Ihosc 
tinhappy wretches, who oould not swim, were obliged to 
remain tine vrmcki flmagb flakes of fell upon rhetr 
bo^. aemn Ihe maats wem lyray^ apd killed numbers. 


C 
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who went opt kiUpd, tlwujSjht iherasdvos ha^|>yv 
ppon the floating timber. Nor yet were they saw ; 
the fire, having con^municated itself to the guns, which 
were Joaded and si)ott<$ct, they swept multitudes from this 
their last refuge.-— sav you* Sir, to this dismal oarra- 
ti»'e ? Does not jour, foealt > Would you hare sto^nl 
by, ahrt denied jour suificnut, if it had been in your power 
to help ? Would you not have done yotir utmost, to prevent 
tlt«E fatal cati-strophc ? Yef the LORD saw this, extreme 
d5,.frcKS. He heard their plteW htouns. fie was able to 
save them, jet withdrew his assistHticc, N.jw, because, 
y«'U vsould gladly hare suceorsd them it you could, *^d 
(*Op ALMIODTY eouid,hut would not si-nd them all j 
yon w ill theteLrc conclude, that ya^ are ab</vo your LORD, 
and that,joffy loving kindness ss greater than bis ? I will 
imt oiler to charge any such consequences upon you. I am 
|>erjuaclcd you abhor the thought. 

” 'D>« wedtlftig garment hero means holiness'^'— Thus 
Say 'mg, yOu depart fn>m Bengeltus, for whom you profo,>s 
an high a regard, {icngeltus overlooks your exposuion, 
and gives h»s vote for Aspasio’s. //jfC wv//r tst juslia 
l, A wed by so venerable an authority, you have 
admitted it, into your expository notes, yet wilt not pIIow 
A spasio to admit tt, into his discourse witit Tlteron. These 
are your words ; he wedding garment i that Is, the 
“ righteousness of CHRIS r, first wnputed, then inqslant- 
“ ed.” Which, bv the Way, is not perfectly acurate, not 
arcordihg tfit-thc fenguage of iKc gospel, 1 he gospel dis* 
tingui!la!» between the nghteousmsss of CHHIS'I, and out 
owm rig^gciUsneH 'Ihat winch b imputed, goes under die 
otmar, that Hrhich Is implanted, under the latter denomi* 
tiou, 

Uuweyfr, lot us consider the drcun»twt-s of the case, 
,vd wc sltali find, that our cbmmpu ^voutHe l|engelius has 
'ibabiiuy and reasem on hptaide. ' gucats imentitpted 
'u> parable, tusnfisted ^H^i oiitll^f^ Collected fmn 
highways i«ttd hedges. Now wc canaot suppose, that 
ic m ^uoha condstton, and -coming at a Qnnute*'s warn- 
hould be able tnfuruudi thcuniyives with .a dress ot 
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tfair «*»,», suitable to the crand occasion. Uv‘fc petw 
sonal hoJioesv is put out, of the question.— W we 
poee^ {whkh k C0fli£>tit>eb1e to the Eastern cdstb(B>] tlralttht 
king bad ordered his servants, to acctmmodaf^ efteb^trtSif * 
from the rojal wardrobe, each mig it Itavo thittMdiP'. 
tionaJ token of Jns A«id »H might bs *R»' 

nve 1 M« a mannerv bepiwoSfis^j ^ pti^jgoi^ent sjlemaity, 
Tn^^ exactly cdrrcip »«dlt w»tbi^faii^|p« m imputed righto 
Oils'. CAj, 

Farih’f j the binq^uet fou #iitifleadily allow. Is the pw- 
don of sh, and prate ytl’tfn ODDi tpe dtiftne SPtllir, alt 4 
etofiul Hlc. From all wiiich* uhidisg their happy ind'ieitce 
true h ihnc'^sspringt, 'Fo that h il n,.'ss is tl»e weddtaf 
garment, n *ces,aiy ior ouf intro Juciioa in ihij banqu^tt, his 
Sums, ot abjyidity j b'ie siymg holiness -n ncc'essity to ho*» 
hntSs - it is absolute legality ; lor It tadw> the permnii* 
aou" ot ?t’ iUiics, tl e wav to the*REDEE\IER’s graee-« 
it imp’"* . 11 vnp'j^sib'htv i the sinner* that ean evtfuischo* 
Jmesi, bu’torf receives CtllilSF toid l«» blMRl T, is hite 
tnu dead n:.*ib ivbn ans.s and walks, boiuru is resioied 
1 > life. 

** Hirelyto demO'Kitratc his sivereignty.^ Ttic Wnrl 
lw(‘/y IS rot u ed hr JtfMxiu. But tl givoi a i >* ter s j *v*- 
man of Mr* //e*/ev’r mteguty. In stating trui i, and tlo n ^ 
justice to Ills 0 ipotieo s. — It la not n^atd, the < i/L% but t<.a 
gruWend lliirefore, would any uopi*",!!-!. I'i p‘fs/n 
luonclude, there must be aonrcolharit luttgOinfanor pat pise* 
No, says .N{r, WVi/ep i hvbce 1 hiK-r, that li was tv 
demonstrate ht$ soveeeigaiy, D> \ousof Fieu joarm- 
fereoce k of s piece wu.i toe ouotabvn, riltid im ^valid, as 
/4u IS fidthtul 

** Bawly to dffuenisirate b^ 
of action h Air tfuf gteht not for tM 
Wbalrauduil^nr<|U'>tatt<»u Inave notolteiitt.en, ni, not. 
in the crttkfai revktwers. o mark the Miiteta.e wub co »• 
mes, and therebr assign ^ ^ js rnaliym miota, 

tn 4 '^Vu#lfire trea&jKi die pa»* 

iage werw of Itreatea tnu am^ 
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of Dacid* Tney were ashamed to shew thtir 
taecs, under such toarks of abuse and disiffacf. 1 im no 
Jc'S d o^ the clause, as )'ou have raangl«*vl aiu! div 

^OiWd it. But restore it to its true state j let it v» ear its 
» T> ‘tive a'jucct ; then see what if hlatheable, or wl at la of- 
fensive ill It. 

The jinnd end, whkh in all hi favoura- 

ble dk|;vnsalions (0 fallen toau, js, to dcrronstr.ate the sove- 
r*ij>nt}%and advance the glnryol bw gr.ire.— 1 he s>fon\ 
that it ina> appear rich^ unboundci), and mfimu ly surpriss- 
jng, all wc CJ<n wish or imagine.— ITue mwreti^nfv that it 
may appear free, undeserved* and absolu’ciy lodependent 
on any goodnc'-s In the creature. — I'hat ''inners inivteccive 
il, uitlnmt viaiting for am nniiable qualUios or jHMb.iruog 
any jetommending londitJons,— llut, v^l.en letcivcu, it 
may ito|> llic mouth of boasting ; may cut oiT all pretc si- 
ons of personal merit ; and teach overt tongue to sav, mt 
mb') Iff, O lAiHD, vM unto ns, bni twin /Ay Mine be the 
p.’atso. 

- And should we not grcallv rejoice in this method of the 
dhuif piovcduie.^ That the i/)Rn ord<,*''s all thiogs relat- 
ing to our <!:*lvr.i on, /o tic ftrare tt Tie ^lor^ o/ hts s^race ” 
C’.in an) thing te more limotabic to our nature, oi more 
tjao'jioKiug I* our souls? Can ativ thing so l.nniv (,»st.ibiisli, 
or so {u’hly CJ-alt uur ‘liopes ? .Vngels prineipalitics, .u.d 
powers; ail luh'llcttuul crctUmes, in all agf-*, an I all 
world . , me to look unto m, unto us men they a»c t > look, 
lor the mo't consummate dispbv «< CiOlTs grate, Onr 
I \<il;ation Mid Mi* ity me to be the niiror, in whith the 
wopiU'rmg Clwubitn and Seraphtm will contemplate the 
superabmidank goodness of JKIIOVAU- How i^ttaf 
jnuM that Jnanor and that happiness be* which are mtended 
to c\!iibit the fullest, fairest, brighKSt view ol Ut>D's in^ 
nitely glorious gravel how rare that hornor aadhai>pi- 
ness be, which are so Ultimately cdmiectcd with die glory 
ot the bitmipotetui kir|l .nn mpite tail of thenr 

nccomplhhmcnt, timo UfSi amiAl4o aittribii^tttflt^ 4l!|01)h|EAI> 
can be ttrip)>ed of ttiew lustio I - . , • 

GOD is u boundhss icwi.ani of g^^d- ^ ocean 

is lariroQl iKwmdkss, ifit whoU^ pasjiqtf hy ume tenths 
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** of mankind.**>«'What, if it had passed by eU maokim}^ as 
jtceiHmlydidallthedeviifi, would it have been the kss 
boundless on that account ? I wi»h» methinks, you wcnini 
study the evil of sin no morCf and ttot so frequently obtrude 
upon us a subject, of ts^tah you nor I seem *^0 be 

in islets. Then wc ^Nould niwlhef hav« hard thoughts of 
COD, nor high tbou^tts of 0iHl«}ves« 

You cannot suppose, GOD would ehw into a fresh co* 
venant, with an insoli^ and creatote. There 

are 4i}mm\s words. To Whwh Mr. ^«/ey replies j 
‘‘ I both suppose and know be <Kd.’* Sa^t cum itnp.rh, 
Tlicn be plea'.ed, Sir, to shew where the almighty enter* 
cl jnio a t'.venant with fallen Aiamt for of him we are 
sMr'a'n.ing. IVoduce the oiiginal deed j at least favour us 
with.itr.in-.rnpt, Aud we will take yoilr word, when it 
is ivuked With such authority. 

CjOI) made the new covenant wUHClIRIST, and charg- 
ed linn with tin.* jjcrfarmauce of the condition*!, “ I deny 
“ i)oth thohe asscnioiij.” And wliat is your reason for this 
denial? Is it deduced from sciipture> Norbing like it. It 
i, loundf d on the nature «f things? P80 attempt is made 
to\s.irdMt. But you yourself tfTv in, that the'e assutions, 
“ arc the ccntr.d point, Wherein Ctilvinum and Anlinomi- 
“ mnht lurtt." Or, in other words, they tend tocsi.ibiish, 
wh.U jou di‘-like^ and U overthiow, whit you havetapght. 
'i'his is r)l the cau^^c, which you assign fur your denial. I 
cannot but wish, lb It, whenever I engage m controversy, 
my adversary may be furnished with sucli aigument#, 

You oeny the U'wertions now, Bui dou'i you forget, 
what yon allowed aud maintained a little while ago ? when 
vou yourself, adopting a passage from Titerm autl Aspasio„ 
called CHRIS rt» a fcedcM headr-Tray, a 

fcedml lieitd, but « person wUb whom a Ik mad**, 

in bghhifof himself and oibent? Heaeyour /udiment was 
according futmi troth, l^it, perfectly fit for such art office, 
is CHIlhdi' i whose life ia-oll hi^ own, who is alfle to me- 
zit,undmiy^to>kave, ib utterly 

incapable! ^ If, ri hiRifai Wrt i whose ssiqffeitod* whose 
moral ahJlUy btiloat; audwltose verym^tessertrtnty against 
GOO. 
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!l have made a -covenant vilh mv cho'*en,— ” Namely* 
*J with David wiy <!ertianf” Tme j «vil^ Da&ii Ha io 
^IIRlSr, or Tatlicr »h n tn» of 1 (^Rf$T, You catmot 
feoifiircrai't, that CIlKISr is called bv tlm \'m name.*-^ 
Hk f.OUi>, <> 0 cakin^bv,t{K*i»f 4 rf>Het sav 4 , / witi 

Sfi ?/» { #w firfT m4 Ifttf #A«// /orrf (fiem, cwi 

imij ivrvant D<md -—Was. D«cM bel^vejl * ? CUHIS T waa 
jiric«mf’‘raWy so -*-%»< DmdQOD^ thown one ? 
CilUlSi w«s so bktwise^ and in aftw suhli ner sense, and 
ht irtbintelv mbre rtmmarjK>*)(S tv'Jt0ioscs.---Wa's/)rfe/(/oO0’8 

gjnantr bowasJEbUS CHRlijr*, and, b» hi:* ‘ervites, 

br<Hij;!>t nmpeakably j^tentet Iwm-n, to the LORD his 
<K)n, lIiAn rfd king-, on e irth, aul all the ptitucsul hea- 
Vc*i).— Si'stial p.'trii. of tht-. pbaini, mtuf be applied to 
CHRIST } and il several of them n*u.>t, tt»e principal of 
tbnn mav. nnd outfit, 

IL* Will wadi )ou in tlie Wool, which atones, and inve&l 
yiju vvth the righUriusno*-, which justi6t*s. “ Wnv should 
you thus put fibujutcr coutioually what GQD has joined 
Itow dlfRiu’f is it, to please Mr. Wtjdff/i when Jsfwto 
apol e «)l CHRIS 1*8 nghteotisness, without particularly 
mentioning his blood, yoa said it was better to mvntion 
I’tcm both togeihct j it behoved us, t*evcf to name ilie lor- 
mei, viitKout the latter. Yet liere, when both ure menti* 
oned, and rlic partitiulat tlse o( en^ is specified, yoo com- 
phifl <t Its putting asiiiulcr wlwt GOD lits joined, which, 
m truth, ui no disjiiifuug, but an tliustrabon and amphllca- 
tioii of the unscaichable rkhca of CHKIbT, 
tfOD himself, at the last day, pronounca them rlghtc- 
oifs, lx*caui« they are interested in the obedience of the 
KrJHRIaMlEft. Ratlwr, because they are washed in his 
't* bloodi and reacived by his SiPlRIT.** GOD will ju*ti* 
fy them in the last day, in the siery aamfe veay, , whejeby he 
justilitd them in this world j name^, betraujiiy.thaf' are iik 
lerciitcd 5a the obedience of tthe A* for 

Mfiir reiietval by the SPIRIX# it will then 'be per* 
lcc.t,,yv’t it will be npcaiuse m tkw but the'prh. 
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tW’ who pr)»t <.f th ?, atlen^t 

90 attostation «<f |w)ri4 b«» received from your 0Mfi» 
jwtt. « Foriteitb^otiirowa ipvci^rti rt«r^att»ard righte* 
'* ouaness U Vhe gwund t^ me jastUMtioji. Hoimess of 
“ heaii 8S woJl at i»o» thfi oauae, bur the 

“ dJect ti/f it, The takam ^ tka wmtaiwe with cf)o» 
“ i* the r»gbteou!.ne» Mtd.death'dt' CHItlST> who tulfilled 
« GOD’S law, and d»4 hi i«dr slead.” Exoellent seoti. 
coents 1 in these tnay r^w I to the*® may you also 
return! 









